
Ephesians 3.12 

Bold Access through the Faithfulness of Christ  

Queen Esther was faced with a frightening situation.  Her people, the Jews, were in danger of being the 

victims of genocide.  Wicked Haman, a high official of Ahasuerus (Xerxes), had plotted their demise out 

of hatred of one Jew named Mordecai.  He had convinced the king that the Jews were a threat to 

national security, so that the king signed an edict calling on men to take up arms in every province of the 

Persian Empire and to strike down the Jews, every man, woman and child.  Mordecai called on Esther to 

rescue her people.  Esther had to speak to the king on behalf of the Jews.  Now this was dangerous 

because no one could have an audience with the king without being summoned.  If someone 

approached the throne without being called by the king, that person, even his wife, could be put to 

death.  The only hope was that he might extend his scepter as a sign of favor, forgive the intrusion, and 

accept the person as a guest.  Of course, everyone knew that the king was not unwilling to put his wife 

to death.  The former queen, Vashti, had been deposed for not obeying the king when he commanded 

her to appear before him and his guests.  In light of the uncertainty and risk of gaining access to the king, 

Esther called on the Jews to fast and pray for her.  Can you imagine the tension in the king’s court when 

Esther appeared in the inner court of the king’s palace, in front of the king’s quarters, while the king was 

sitting on his royal throne inside the throne-room opposite the entrance to the palace?  What would the 

king do?  What would happen to Esther, the Queen?  Would Persia once again be searching for yet 

another Queen?  The author of Esther holds our suspense with a long sentence describing Esther’s 

position in relation to the king’s, then writes, “And when the king saw Queen Esther standing in the 

court, she won favor in his sight, and he held out to Esther the golden scepter that was in his hand.  

Then Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter.”  And with Esther’s acceptance at the king’s 

throne began the undoing of Haman’s plot and the rescue of the people of Israel.   

I believe that this scene from the life of Esther is a picture of prayer—entering the throne-room of God 

to petition the king of the universe.  Unfortunately, in our culture, we have such high views of ourselves, 

and such low views of God that we think nothing of approaching the holy God in prayer.  We do not 

tremble at the thought of appearing before His throne.  Why wouldn’t God accept me?  Americans say 

“I’ll pray about that” about as glibly as “I’ll blog or tweet about that.”  “I have you in my prayers” is now 

synonymous with “I have you in my thoughts.”  It is no wonder that prayer is so little practiced in the 

church, when we’ve so trivialized it.  We have a glorious truth and privilege spoken of here in Ephesians 

3.12.  But I’m afraid that we have been so conditioned by the world that when we hear it we simply 

shrug our shoulders and say, “Yeah, so what.  What’s the big deal?  Tell me something I don’t know.”  

When Psalm 24 asks, “Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in His holy place?”  Our 

answer is, “Anyone who wants to!”  We marvel at people who have a lively prayer life.  But we don’t 

marvel that God receives sinful people and hears our prayers.  I hope that we can reverse this course 

and begin to appreciate the awesome privilege of prayer as we contemplate Paul’s words.  The message 

of our text is not why we should pray, nor how to pray.  But Paul’s message is “you can”—“You can 

pray!”  You have access to God!  We have access to God through the faithfulness of Christ. 



What manner of access do we have? “Bold access” 

James Montgomery Boice related a story from the life of the German Reformer of the sixteenth century, 

Martin Luther. 

In 1540, Luther’s great friend and assistant, Fredrick Myconius, became sick and 

was expected to die within a short time.  On his deathbed he took the effort to 

write a farewell note to Luther.  Luther received the letter and instantly sent back 

a reply.  “I command thee in the name of God to live because I still have need of 

thee in the work of reforming the church. . . . The Lord will never let me hear that 

thou art dead, but will permit thee to survive me.  For this I am praying, this is my 

will, and may my will be done, because I seek only to glorify the name of God.” 

These are shocking words, as Boice would say.  They seem to lack the reverence we recommend in 

prayer.  Yet, Boice goes on to say, “Although Myconius had already lost the ability to speak when 

Luther’s letter came, in a short time he revived.  He recovered completely, and he lived six more years to 

survive Luther himself by two months.”1 

Paul says that in Christ we have “boldness and access.”  This particular type of expression is called a 

hendiadys.  Merriam-Webster explains: “the expression of an idea by the use of usually two 

independent words connected by and (as nice and warm) instead of the usual combination of 

independent word and its modifier (as nicely warm).”  So, “boldness and access” are not two different 

privileges, but one privilege, “bold access,” with an emphasis on “bold.”  We have freedom to come into 

the presence of God.  We have liberty to make requests of Him.  We have assurance that He hears us.  

The golden scepter has been extended.  We can touch the tip of His scepter knowing that we have been 

granted an audience with our King. 

Remember, that Paul was writing from prison.  He was trying to encourage them not to be disheartened 

by his suffering.  He was suffering for them.  He knew what sorrow this could bring them.  So he says, “I 

ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory.”  One of the ways that we 

experience glory in our tribulations is through the bold access that we have to God.  We are contending 

for joy and courage in the face of tribulation.  One of the great encouragements for us is the freedom to 

pray.  This is not a freedom granted by any human government.  It is a freedom given to us by God, who 

alone controls the access to His throne.  One of the great benefits of the gospel is that at any time and 

any place you have access to God in prayer.  You do not have to carry the burden of the day alone.  

“Cast all your cares upon Him, knowing that He cares for you” (1 Peter 5.7).  You can cast your fear of 

unemployment or under-employment on Him, knowing that He is your Provider.  You can cast your 

loneliness on Him, knowing that He will never leave you or forsake you.  You can cast your moral failures 

on Him, knowing that the Lord has laid on Christ the iniquity of us all.  You can cast all of your sorrows 

on Him, knowing that Christ has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.  You can cast your indignation 
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at injustices on Him, knowing that “Vengeance is mine,” says the Lord, “I will repay.”  You can cast your 

frustration and feelings of failure as a parent upon Him, knowing that He cares for you. 

I knew a dear widow who struggled so much with loneliness after her husband died that her grief and 

loneliness affected her relationships with others, almost to the point of becoming a bitter and angry 

person that people wanted to avoid.  What kept her from this was her learning to lean on Jesus.  She 

discovered, like never before, the wonderful privilege of free access to God.  She told me that when she 

would have that sinking sense of loss and loneliness, like she just had to talk to her husband, she would 

begin to converse with God like a familiar friend—and He was always there, very present to her need.  

My friend, with free access to God you are never alone.  David said, “For my father and my mother have 

forsaken me, but the LORD will take me in” (Psalm 27:10).   

There were once two influential families in a church who were at war with one another.  The pastor was 

informed of the issue, when one of the parties in the dispute barged into his office one day demanding 

that he do something about “that family.”  After listening to both sides of the dispute, he tried to bring 

about resolution and reconciliation, but things just seemed to get worse and worse, as more and more 

people were drawn into it, until it seemed that most of the church had adopted the cause of one or 

other of the families, and battle lines were drawn.  No one would listen to reason.  No one would 

humble himself or herself to make peace.  Hearts were cold and hard.  The pastor was sick and sleepless 

and at his wits’ end.  The only thing he could do was pour his heart out to God on behalf of the church 

and for these families.  Only God could change their hearts.  So he prayed with bold access.  And what 

seemed to him a miracle as great as the raising of Lazarus happened—God changed the hearts of these 

families.  But his relief came when he entrusted the church to God, even before reconciliation had taken 

place.  You can find relief when you entrust your cares to God, who cares for you.  You don’t need to 

know what the outcome will be.  Your peace comes from knowing that God cares for you.  “He gives His 

beloved one sleep” (Psalm 127.2). 

I know of some of the difficulties that you face.  I’m sure that there are many more that I’m unaware of 

and could not even guess.  Beloved, God has an open door policy with His children.  Jesus taught us not 

to worry, but to trust the Father who delights to give good gifts to His children.  Paul tells us not to lose 

heart, but to trust the Father.  You can pray!  When your family is torn with strife and you can’t seem to 

get terms of peace, you can take yourself and your family right into the throne-room of God.  You can 

present your heartaches and heartbreaks to God, your Healer.  You can run into Him as a refuge from sin 

and temptation.  “A mighty fortress is our God! A bulwark never failing!  Our Helper, He, amid the flood; 

of mortal ills prevailing.” 

By what means do we have access? “in whom” “with confidence/by faith” in Christ  “through His 

faithfulness” 

Picture a medieval castle with the guards standing at the ready in front of the huge wooden doors of the 

king’s throne-room.  Their spears are crossed in front of the entrance, barring entry to any uninvited 

guests.  When a citizen rushes forward to present his lawsuit to the king, the guards thrust him aside 

and tell him he has no audience with the king today.  But, when the prince comes striding in, they snap 



to attention, withdrawing their spears, and the doors are swung open that he might appear before his 

father, the king. 

At the fall of Adam, a cherub was placed at the entrance of Eden with a flaming sword to guard the way 

to the tree of life, that no man might pass and eat of it and live forever.  When Israel built the 

tabernacle, the tent in which God caused His glory to dwell, the screen that separated the holy place 

from the most holy place was embroidered with cherubim, like sentinels, guarding the entrance to the 

throne-room of God.  No one was allowed to pass through that curtain except the high priest, and he 

only once a year under the strictest of ceremonial conditions.  Once, when King Uzziah’s pride got the 

best of him and he went into the temple of the Lord to burn incense on the altar of incense, the High 

Priest Azariah with eighty other priests withstood him and warned him that it was not for him, but only 

for the priests who had been consecrated to go into the holy place.  This only angered Uzziah.  But as he 

stood there with a censer in his hand to burn incense, leprosy broke out on his forehead.  He spent the 

rest of his reign, indeed the rest of his life, quarantined from the public because of his presumptuous 

intrusion into the dwelling of God.  Uzziah was treated mercifully.  God could have struck him dead for 

such an irreverent intrusion into His house.  

When you understand the severity of God’s holiness you can understand why David would ask, “Who 

shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall stand in His holy place?”  God’s holiness to our 

sinfulness is like fire to kindling.  We should be consumed in the hot anger of His hatred of sin.  How is it 

then that we have bold access to God?  We certainly have no natural right to enter the most holy place.  

We are by nature children of wrath—sinners who deserve God’s judgment.  How is it that we have the 

liberty to come into His holy presence?  When we approach, the guardians of God’s holiness should 

thrust us aside and forbid our entrance unto His Majesty, the King.  Yet they stand aside and throw the 

doors open wide to us!  How can this be?   

It was not free.  In fact, the price for admission was very high—infinitely high.  If you have the KJV this is 

more apparent than in the ESV.  The ESV says “through our faith in Him.”  But the KJV more accurately 

reflects the Greek when it translates, “by the faith of Him.”  That is a very literal rendering.  Now 

linguistically this could mean “faith in Jesus” as the ESV translates, or it could mean “His 

faith/faithfulness,” namely, Jesus’ faithfulness.  I believe that it should be translated “His faithfulness” 

for two reasons.  First, it is the most natural way to read the genitive “of Him.”  Second, our faith in Him 

has already been expressed through the words “with confidence,” which is simply another way of saying 

“by faith.”  So, to translate “by the faith of Him” as “through our faith in Him” is actually redundant.  

Paul certainly can be redundant if he so pleases, but I believe it more natural to take this as a reference 

to the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.  What is the faithfulness of Jesus Christ?  Well, it is His perfect 

covenantal obedience to the Father that climaxed in His death on the cross.  Philippians 2.8: “He 

humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  Hebrews 5.7-10: 

“In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him 

who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His reverence.  Although He was a 

son, He learned obedience through what He suffered.  And being made perfect, He became the source 

of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, being designated by God a high priest after the order of 

Melchizedek.”  Revelation calls Jesus “the faithful witness” and then calls him “the firstborn from the 



dead and ruler of kings on earth.”  Now it is apparent how firstborn from the dead leads naturally to the 

next stage of His work “ruler of kings on earth.”  His resurrection was followed historically by His 

ascension and seating at the Father’s right hand to rule.  But haven’t we skipped something when we 

call him “the faithful witness” and then speak of His resurrection?  Aren’t we leaving out His death?  

Actually, no.  John’s title for Jesus “the faithful witness” implies Jesus’ death, which is why it is natural 

for John to follow with “the firstborn from the dead.”  He was a faithful witness “unto death.”  Jesus’ 

faithfulness to the Father’s will is emblazoned on the Christian’s consciousness as a cross. 

The cost for our admission into the throne-room of God—the price for our privilege of prayer—was 

nothing less than the death of the Son of God.  When Jesus died on the cross, Matthew tells us that 

there was a great earthquake, “and behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 

bottom” (Matt 27.51).  The curtain that kept people from seeing, much less entering, the holy of holies, 

was torn in two.  Hebrews 10.19-22 applies this, saying, “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence 

to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that He opened for us through 

the curtain, that is, through His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.”  Draw near, he says, with full assurance of faith!  

Paul says, “we have boldness and access with confidence, through His faithfulness.”   

“Confidence” is a strong word for faith.  We are to pray with full confidence in Christ.  In fact, we are to 

pray as those who are in Christ.  The first words of verse twelve are “in whom.”  In Christ we have 

boldness and access.  When we approach the throne of God, we approach in Christ.  The Father will no 

sooner send us away than He would send the Son away.  So, how are we to apply this to our prayer life? 

You don’t need to do penance for your sins before you seek God’s forgiveness.  Your acceptance with 

God is not based on your moral performance.  You’re accepted in Christ.  Place your confidence in His 

sacrifice to gain your access to the Father.  Can you add to the value of Christ’s atonement? Of course 

not.  So, then, why are you trying?  Why do you try to purify and pacify your own conscience before you 

seek His forgiveness?  This is like taking off your rags and ironing them to try to make them more 

acceptable in the presence of the king.  There is nothing you can do to your rags to make them approved 

apparel for the king’s party.  But Christ gives you His royal robe, His righteousness, to wear in the 

presence of your Father, the King. 

I know some of you are hindered in your prayers because you are ashamed to appear before God with 

the same failure you confessed yesterday, or last week.  You feel that all you have to offer are empty 

promises to do better and futile arguments to plead for mercy.  My poor confused friend, you are right 

in fearing that you cannot argue your defense before the bar of His justice.  You are correct in your 

assumption that there is no excuse for your sin.  In fact, you don’t even have the credentials or license to 

make a defense to the Court.  But there is One whose voice is heard with highest esteem in the court of 

heaven.  And the Bible says in Hebrews 7.25, “He always lives to make intercession for you.”  In the 

words of Charles Wesley: 

Five bleeding wounds He bears, received on Calvary; 



They pour effectual prayers, they strongly plead for me. 

“Forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 

“forgive him, O forgive,” they cry, 

“nor let that ransomed sinner die!” 

Place no confidence in the strength of your argument.  Place your confidence in His intercessions on 

your behalf. 

David asked “Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?  And who shall stand in His holy place?”  He 

answered: “He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and 

does not swear deceitfully.”  But what man has ever lived who fits that description—clean hands, pure 

heart, true worship, promise keeper?  Only one fits this description, and He is not your pastor.  We do 

not approach the throne of God based on our faithfulness.  We approach with confidence through the 

faithfulness of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: By His blood you can approach the throne of grace and find mercy and grace to help in your 

time of need.  He bought this for you.  You might be like me.  Sometimes I get so busy working, fulfilling 

my calling from God, that I forget to call on God.  Sometimes I’ll be working on a sermon or lesson in the 

wee hours of the morning, researching and writing and trying to hone my words to have the impact that 

preaching and teaching the Bible should have.  Suddenly, I become aware that I’m “going late to rest, 

eating the bread of anxious toil,” as though the health of the church and welfare of the sheep depended 

on me, and am reminded that I’ve not sought the face of the Chief Shepherd, who laid down His life for 

the sheep, and who holds my life and yours in His hands.  Then I just close the computer and lay aside 

the books and get on my knees and pray.  I give my sermon and my teaching and the Church into His 

hands.  And He gives me sleep. 

Sometimes the best thing for you and your family is to just stop what you’re doing and go into the 

throne-room of God and exercise your privileged access in prayer.  Your children won’t starve if you 

don’t get the biscuits made to go along with the fried chicken.  Their education will not be terribly 

affected if you interrupt their studies to bring the family together for prayer.  Of course, it wouldn’t hurt 

to forego that favorite TV program to spend time with the LORD. 

If you don’t already have regular time together in prayer, let me encourage you to take advantage of 

this great privilege of access to God routinely.  Just make it a part of your day, like brushing your teeth.  

Most of us, even if we’re in a hurry, wouldn’t dream of leaving the house without getting rid of our 

morning breath.  Make it your holy habit to refresh your spirit in the presence of God before you meet 

the world every day. 

You can pray!  “In Him we have boldness and access with confidence through His faithfulness.” 

Benediction: “Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.” – Eph 6.24 


