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Chapter 17 of the 1689 Confession of Faith: “Of The Perseverance of the Saints”, 
Session # 2, “Perseverance Builds on Preservation”, Presented by Pastor  

Paul Rendall in the Adult Sunday School, on August 13th, 2017. 
 
 
Paragraph 1. Those whom God hath accepted in the beloved, effectually called and sanctified 
by his Spirit, and given the precious faith of His elect unto, can neither totally nor finally fall 
from the state of grace,(a) but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally 
saved, seeing the gifts and callings of God are without repentance, whence He still begets and 
nourishes in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit unto 
immortality; and though many storms and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall 
never be able to take them off that foundation and rock which by faith they are fastened upon; 
notwithstanding, through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the sensible sight of the light 
and love of God may for a time be clouded and obscured from (b)them, yet He is still the same, 
and they shall be sure to be kept by the power of God unto salvation, where they shall enjoy their 
purchased possession, they being engraven upon the palm of His hands, and their names having 
been written in the book of life from all eternity.  
 
(a)John 10:28, 29; Phil. 1:6; 2.Tim. 2:19; 1 John 2:19;(b) Ps. 89:31, 32; 1 Cor. 11:32; (c) Mal. 3:6) 
 
The reason that the elect of God shall persevere is because God will see to it that they shall be 
supplied with sufficient grace to persevere to the end of their lives.  Why? Because the gifts and 
callings of God are without repentance.  He has given them faith, and He still begets and 
nourishes them in faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of the Spirit unto 
immortality.   
 
“They whom God hath accepted in his beloved, effectively called and sanctified by his Spirit, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of grace; but shall certainly persevere therein 
to the end, and be eternally saved.” — “Confession of Faith,” Chap. 17.; “Larger 
Catechism,” Question 79. 
 
1.  Let’s see, 1st of all – That the perseverance of the saints depends upon God’s 
preservation of each believer in their faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Paragraph 1 states that our perseverance depends upon God’s having accepted us in the Beloved, 
His having effectually called us and sanctified us by His Spirit, and the elect sinner having been 
given the faith of God’s elect.  These persons, it says, can neither totally nor finally fall from the 
state of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to the end, and be eternally saved.  What is 
the reason for this certainty?  The reason for the certainty is that the gifts and calling of God are 
irrevocable.  The salvation of any sinner is based not upon their works or their own perseverance 
apart from the grace of God.  Salvation is God’s gift, and it will not be taken back, once it is 
bestowed. Justification, effectual calling, and the initial sanctification (the definitive 
sanctification) which is mentioned here in this paragraph are not acts of men; they are acts of 
God.  Justification is the act of God declaring us righteous in His sight for the sake of Christ and 
what He has done on our behalf.  This, it is true, is what we believe in, when we believe in the 
gospel, but in order for any sinner to be saved, they must be born again and faith must be 
created in them by the Holy Spirit of God.  People never savingly believe in the gospel on their 
own without this might work of powerful grace being done in their heart.   
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Let’s look at some verses which will help us to understand this better.   
 
John 10: 22-30 – “Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. 23 And 
Jesus walked in the temple, in Solomon's porch. 24 Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to 
Him, "How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.”  25 “Jesus 
answered them, ‘I told you, and you do not believe.”  “The works that I do in My Father’s name, 
they bear witness of Me.”  26 “But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said 
to you.” 27 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 28 “And I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” 
29 “My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them 
out of My Father's hand. 30 I and My Father are one.” 
 
Romans 11: 29 – “For the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.”  That is, the gifts and 
calling of God are not capable of being changed, or withdrawn; they cannot be repealed or 
annulled.  This is the case in the context of Romans 11, with regard to the Jews as an elect 
nation.  This verse pertains to their having a future and a hope as a people (the elect among 
them) and a nation (as a nation they shall be saved someday, and this is clearly stated in verses 
26 and 27.  We can apply this truth of the gifts and calling of God being irrevocable to any of the 
elect of God, Jew or Gentile; God will not change His mind, His will not alter His decrees, He 
will not turn back from doing His people good once He has saved them by justifying them by His 
grace, and sanctifying them; opening their hearts to the truth, regenerating them, circumcising 
their hearts, and giving them the Holy Spirit.   
 
Philippians 1: 3-6 – “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every 
prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the 
first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in 
you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Now let me ask you whether you can find any uncertainty in these words as to whether God will 
complete the good work which He Himself has begun?  There is no uncertainty at all.  Look at 
Paul’ confidence in this matter; so much so, that he thanks God in every prayer of his, making 
request for all of them with joy.  For their fellowship in the gospel from the first day that they 
had believed, He knew would continue because God was the One who had saved them, and He 
would be the One who would continue His good work in them until it was completed on the day 
in which Christ would return and the redemption of all of the bodies of the saints would take 
place.  
 


