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Introduction 

1. These chapters (34, 35) end the section of God’s judgments (Days of the Lord) against Israel 

and Judah and the nations surrounding them. 

2. Last week’s message focused on chapter 33, the Lord’s response to Assyria, whom the Lord 

used to judge the northern kingdom, Israel. The Lord sovereignly works His will and pur-

pose in the earth to restore the earth lost to sin and rebellion.  

3. A spiritual war is being waged in the world, and chapters 34 and 35 expand on that war and 

what the Lord intends to accomplish in it. 

4. Much symbolic language is used, and many interpreters fail to take this fact into considera-

tion. 

a. Chapter 35 is often seen as being fulfilled in some future state after the spiritual war is fin-

ished. I will show how this is wrong. 

b. I would argue that chapter 35 describes the New Covenant (gospel) era between Christ’s 

first and second comings. 

c. Zion (34:8) is emblematic of the whole people of God, all the people of faith (Galatians 

3:7–9, 14), not the physical descendants of Abraham. Redemption and return to Zion is the 

primary theme of Isaiah. 

I. The Day of the Lord 

1. The summons: “Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention” (34:1) 

Hebrew parallelism is used to identify those summoned: nations (goyim, Gentiles) and peo-

ples (leOm, a population group), earth (‘erets, inhabited areas) and world (tebel, an inhabited 

region, see Deuteronomy 32:8 and 9). 

2. The announcement: “For the Lord is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all 

their host” (34:2a; Acts 17:30, 31; 14:16) 

3. The intention: “He has devoted them to destruction. . .” (34:2b–4) 

Again, notice the symbolic language. Compare Revelation 6:12–17 

II. The Sword of the Lord  

1. Its aim (avenging the evil of Edom, 34:5–7; Malachi 1:2–5; Genesis 27:41). 

Paul cites verse 2 in Romans 9:13 to demonstrate God’s sovereign choice in salvation. 

2. Its purpose (recompense for the cause of Zion, 34:8–15) 

To destroy wickedness completely and totally and to end its rule: 

3. Its fruit (34:16, 17) 

Following up on the aftermath of the Lord’s vengeance previously noted, the Lord’s people 

are compared to birds finding rest on ruins of Edom’s destruction. What assurance to the 

people of God whose welfare is promised and assured in the pages of Scripture.  



Chapter 35 expands on these last verses. 

III. The Return of the Ransomed 

1. The blooming desert pictures the glories of the New Covenant age (35:1–4). 

a. Many have interpreted this passage as referring to the return of the exiles. However, the 

chapter describes greater glories, those consistent with the fruit of the gospel of grace. 

That fruit is spiritual in nature until the return of Christ when it shall be evidenced in re-

newed nature (Romans 8:18–21). 

b. In many respects chapter 35 describes a second exodus, the true exodus, of which the first 

was but a type. See Hebrews 12:12, 13. 

2. The glories of the grace of redemption (35:5–7) 

a. The spiritual healing of sinners through the new birth (Luke 7:22, 23). 

b. The reversal of the dreadful curse of sin 

3. The straight gate and the narrow way (35:8–10). 

“And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness” 

a. The Way is salvation—Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 9:2; 24:14, 15).  

“The Way of Holiness . . . the redeemed shall walk there.” 

b. The Way is select; no unclean person may journey there. “The unclean shall not pass over 

it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way.” 

c. The Way is secure. 

1) The fool cannot wander astray and be lost. “It shall belong to those who walk on the 

way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.” 

2) The traveler need fear no predator. “No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous 

beast come up on it; they shall not be found there.” 

d. The Way is sure, leading to Zion (salvation), the place of joy and gladness forever. “The 

redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion 

with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and 

joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” 

What We Can Take Away? 

1. Can you honestly affirm that you understand the gospel, having had your eyes and ears 

opened to the truth of Jesus Christ? 

2. Have you an anxious heart, weak and fearing you present situation? Or, do you behold your 

God in faith that He has come to save you? 

3. Are you in the Way of Holiness, cleansed and redeemed, walking in the light? 

4. Is your heart filled with the songs of Zion, worshiping with joy and gladness all that Jesus is 

to you? 


