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Message #48 Mark 13:1-13

In January of 1985, Roger Boisjoly, an engineesenbed that under cold conditions an o-ring
seal on the Space Shuttle’s solid rocket boosteldviail. Tests were done and Roger wrote a
memo that said this: “It is my honest and very feal that if we do not take immediate action
to dedicate a team to solve the problem...then wedstajeopardy of losing a flight...”. In
January of 1986, the launch of the space shutt@ll€nger” was set to launch. Roger was still
voicing his concerns, but a management decisionmee to launch anyway. The Challenger
was launched on January 28, 1986 and 73 secoragdrilight, it broke apart, killing 7 NASA
crew members. Because good advice of an engireerejected, one of the most destructive
and disastrous moments in our history occurrece résults were seven caskets and seven

devastated families.

Jesus Christ is God and was the engineer who dssbitps entire universe. He decided to leave
the splendor and glory of heaven to step intowudd in order to save sinners. All He asks is
that you believe in Him. That is what He askedd$to do and that is what He asks us to do.

If you reject Him, you can be absolutely certaiaerthwill be eternal destruction and eternal
disaster. That point is very clear from this text.

THOSE WHO REJECT JESUS CHRIST ARE GUARANTEED TO SUFFER FUTURE
DESTRUCTION AND DISASTER.

Jesus makes a series of scary predictions congeitmertime when “all” things will be fulfilled
before He comes back to reign. It will not be @ertime for anyone.

There are a total of ten specific predictions watta examine.One of the predictions has
already come true and nine of them will eventuallome true. We believe they are not too
far off from coming true.

Now verse 1presents to us a critical context to all of thi®sus was going out of the Temple
where He had been challenged by one phony religiousp after another and one of His
disciples said;Teacher” this is just a wonderful place. This temple haadiiful stones and
buildings.

Now the disciple had just been with Jesus when &tedmowed the Scribes that He was much
more than a teacher, but since everyone else ddlladeacher, apparently the disciple just went
along with that assessment.

This disciple was impressed with the buildings. vitses acting like some “awestruck tourist.”
He did not realize the real tragedy taking place-éesus is leaving the Temple. The glory of
God is leaving the templelhe God/Man/Messiah/Savior/King is_leaving His Tem|e.

The real key to this is when we readvarse 1that Jesus “was going out of the temple.” This is
exactly what happened back in the days of EzeKigke glory of God left the Temple and in the
aftermath of it, the Temple was destroyed (Ezekl8Q9; 11:22-23). Jesus Christ should have
been sitting in the Temple.
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He should have been reigning in this Temple. Hmikhhave been worshipped in this Temple.
But the fact that He is leaving the Temple tellsamething has really gone drastically wrong.

Now the Temple complex was impressive. In facthattime Jesus was there it was “one of the
great wonders of the ancient world.” There waamdus rabbinic saying that said, “He who has
not seen the temple of Herod has never seen aifubauilding in his life.” It was, as Mark
Strauss said, “one of the great architectural wondéthe ancient world"Nark, p. 569).
Josephus says there were beautiful white stoneglisened and made the place look brilliant.
He claimed that from a distance the Temple lookezld “snow covered mountain.”

Now what makes something beautiful from God’s pecsipe and from men’s perspective are
two different things. Jesus had just demonstrttatiwith the widow. The rich people looked
impressive with their gifts, but God saw it diffatky.

So while this disciple was just impressed withstrecture, the glory of God was leaving it and
Jesus knew exactly what would happen to this elraple complex. Jesus was about to pop
the air out of their balloon of patriotic pride.

So inverse 2 He makes His first prediction:
PROPHETIC PREDICTION #1 — All Temple buildings will be torn down completel{3:2

Jesus said to His disciples, do you see all oftimapressive buildings that have been made by
the hands of men, well they will all be demoliskzl come tumbling down. This very point
will be brought up against Him in trial in orderkdl Him. He will be accused of threatening to
destroy the Temple (Mark 14:58).

Now predictions about the destruction of Jerusadaohthe Temple are not new. Many O.T.
prophets predicted that because of Israel’s refmedind sin, both Jerusalem and the Temple
would be destroyed. This was an amazing predictimsus is predicting that these monumental,
beautiful buildings will be totally and completedgstroyed. He said that none of the great
buildings would be left standing and this prophdiliterally come true.

In A.D. 70, Titus and his Roman army came into Salem and literally demolished the Temple
and overturned every stone of every building logkor loot. The Romans massacred the Jews-
men, women, children, old people, religious leaddrkilled. Josephus said over one million
Jews were killed by the Romans. Josephus saidhatso demolished the city and the Temple
that future visitors would have no reason to be&ithat it had ever been inhabited by anyone.
The only thing left in the city of that Temple tgdia a wailing wall.

In fact, some have argued that every stone wasvesturned because the wall is still standing.
But notice the prediction imerse 2 the buildings of the Temple and the Temple ita&lif be
torn down and they were. Not only was the Tempigmbyed, but so was the entire city.
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Now the context of this prediction is criticalhis was all permitted to happen because of the
fact that Jesus Christ was rejected in His Templeln other words, the rejection of Jesus
Christ led to the judgment of God.

So this part of the prophecy pertaining to Israa$viulfilled literally which means we must
assume that the remainder of the prophetic predistior Israel will also be fulfilled literally.

According toverse 3 Jesus went up on the Mount of Olives and sat dowiom this perch you
could actually look at the Temple. As they wet&rsy there, Peter, James, John and Andrew
started questioning Christ privately.

They wanted to know was what would be the “signeéwhall” these things would be fulfilled
(Verse 4) Not just the Temple coming down, but when atigiretic things would be fulfilled
that would lead to Him taking over as the King oh¢$s. What would be the signs that would
indicate that Christ’s Kingdom was about to takerahe world?

So there is a question about the time “when” aedetlns a question about the “sign” that all
things are being fulfilled.

Before we tackle this, | want to make two obsenrei

Observation #1 -This has nothing to do with the church. Thishew the Temple, about Israel
and about “all things” being fulfilled for sel. These are not signs of the Rapture or Church.

Observation #2 -There are predictions made here that have ndiget fulfilled completely.
The time when all of these things will be iiléd will be during the Great Tribulation,
specifically the time of Jacob’s trouble tiaall occur during the final 3 %2 years of the
Tribulation.

Now Jesus gives sign predictionsof things that will lead to His return. This wile a package
of signs. There have always been these kindsmjghn existence, but not a time when they
have happened in rapid fire succession. Thesgghiill intensify more and more as the time
nears and after the Rapture, they will bust loodiddrce:

SIGN PREDICTION #1 — Many will try to mislead Israel claiming they &tee
Messiah and way to Goi3:5-6

Now it is important to observe that He is havingri@ate conversation with His close disciples
and He basically begins it by saying, “You watclt’au “you see to it.” This same verb is used
all throughout this discourse aimed at His ownigiss (13:5, 9, 23, 33).

Now the first sign prediction is there will be fal€hrist’s and false prophets that will surface
claiming they are the Messiah (13:21-22). Thisaapptly will be a major prelude to Christ's
second coming. There will be an influx of religtoleaders who will claim they can lead Israel
to God.
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We know from Acts 5:36-37 that early in the ChuAde, Theudas surfaced who, according to
Josephus, was a charlatan who claimed he couldi@diordan. Then there was Judas of
Galilee who surfaced who claimed he was sanctitaye@od to lead a revolution against Rome.

There was a guy named Moses of Crete who in ‘theetury claimed he would part the
Mediterranean Sea and lead his followers from CQetsrael. He took his followers to a cliff in
the island of Crete and said they were to jumpaatt the Sea would part. Well they jumped off
and hit rocks and were killed and those who hitewdtowned.

In 1666 a man claimed he was the son of God anHitefibllowers to Constantinople (Istanbul)
Turkey where he was arrested. The Turkish Sultdared him to prove he was the Messiah or
be executed, so he converted to Islam.

We have had our share who claim they are the dpageats of God: Joseph Smith; Charles
Taze Russel; Mary Baker Eddy; Sun Myung Moon; Jime3; David Koresh. Now there have
always been religious kooks who claim to be the dsor anointed one; but they are seen as
religious kooks. There will come a time when telf not be viewed as religious kooks. They
will be very convincing.

Israel will need to realize this and watch outtfis. After the Rapture of the Church, the only
religions left will be false religions. Those falseligions will flourish because that is all that
will be left.

SIGN PREDICTION #2 — You will hear of wars and rumored wark3:7

During the days of Christ, the one military forbattdominated the world was Rome. There
wasn’t much news about war and rumors of war becRane dominated everything.

However, just before Christ returns the world wiicome scary and dangerous. The news will
not be good. All one will hear about is war anchaus of war in various parts of the world.

Now we must admit that just lately we have beemnihgabout some unusual military activity
that comes from Syria, Russia, China and Koreaerdlare military problems in Turkey and
perhaps the biggest threat is Iran. There are rsifhong out there about military activity in
preparing for war.

This will intensify. As soon as the Rapture occwar will break out all over the world. Both
civil war and international war and, as a resultlioms and millions of people will die
(Rev. 6:3-4).

SIGN PREDICTION #3 — There will be_nations who will rise up againstioas. 13:8a

This word not only has to do with Gentile natioissng up against each other, but also those
who are against Israel (G. Abbott-Smi@reek Lexicon, p. 129). The world will be in military
upheaval. Now when we hear of such things, welshoat be overly concerned or shocked or
dismayed. All this says to us is that we are mggiiie end of the Church Age.
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SIGN PREDICTION #4 — There will one kingdom who will turn against anettKingdom.
13:8b

This has to do with a particular territory of sceignty or dominionlpid., p. 77). We would say
that the United States is a sovereign nation angdam. Great Britain would be another. What
will happen is that major kingdom nations will tuagainst each other.

SIGN PREDICTION #5 — There will be_earthquakes in various plac&3:8c

There will be violent earthquakes all over the worThere is no question that one of the things
that will happen in the Tribulation will be a serief major earthquakes (Rev. 6:12; 11:13, 19;
16:18).

For the most part, earthquakes in the U.S. doniseany deaths. But that is not true in other
parts of the world. In 2004 in Sumatra, 227,898enkelled in an earthquake. In 2005 in
Pakistan, 86,000 were killed in an earthquake20@8 in China, 87,587 were killed in an
earthquake. In 2011 in Japan 20,896 were killemhiearthquake. In 2012 in Haiti, 316,000
were killed in an earthquake.

What this predicts is there will come a time whesedes of massive earthquakes will hit that
will lead to a major earthquake that will literatlyop the major cities of the world (Rev. 16:18-
19).

SIGN PREDICTION #6 — There will be famines in various places3:8d

It has been estimated that every 3.6 seconds satkes of starvation. Every year 15 million
children die of hunger-related medical problemamkes are typically seen in third world
countries and in the very poor nations of the wod®meone wisely observed that we are “just
one bad harvest away from starvation here in AraériStarvation will come; you have God’s
word on it.

There is a judgment coming that will hit the whalerld. There will be a real worldwide short-
age of food. Very early in the Tribulation, famiweél hit the world (Rev. 6:5-6). It is also
specifically predicted that having enough fooddbowill be a specific judgment that God will
pour out against His own people, Israel. Ezekiapbically describes a time when famine will
be so severe that people will eat the flesh ofided bodies of their own relatives (Ezek. 5:8-10,
16-17). Jesus says this is just the beginning@birth pangs. Think of this. Just before Christ
returns, what He just described is just the beginiThis is nothing yet.

SIGN PREDICTION #7 — There will be hostility against those who proclaim
God’'s Gospel13:9-11

Now at this point in the sign predictions, Jesuerjects inverse 9“be on your guard.”

This next thing on the list would actually hit thefihey needed to be prepared to endure some
serious opposition.
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We know that throughout the book of Acts those Hpssand early Christians did experience
some of these things. When you present the thuhtalesus Christ, it rubs most of the religious
world the wrong way.

What this indicates is that prior to Christ’s retuthere will be an outbreak of persecution that
will occur for any true person related to God. fEhwill be arrests and there will be beatings
right in religious places like the synagogudsis will happen because of the name of Jesus
Christ.

Political leaders will turn against those who aghtwith God and so will the false religious
leaders.

Now verse 10explains why God will permit this to happen, satttihe gospel must be preached
to all the nations.”

What this means is that when this happens, the & o$phe grace of God and Jesus Christ will
come to the attention of the governing authoriéied they will demand some accounting from
those who preach it. This happened to Paul, ipeaed to Martin Luther and it has happened to
others. But this will be a worldwide attempt testiey any who proclaim truth. During the
Tribulation, many will be killed because they wereclaiming the truth of God and Jesus Christ
(Rev. 6:9).

God has a sovereign plan and purpose for permittisgnen to suffer difficulty; it proclaims the
truth of God and the program of God.

God says to His people, when you are hauled intiot dor His sake, the Holy Spirit will actually
speak through you. He will give you right thougaisl right words.

SIGN PREDICTION #8 — There will be family betrayal to deatii3:12

This will be the ultimate time of betrayal. Brotheill betray a brother even to the point of
execution. A father will betray his child. Chiér will betray their parents. They will actually
rise up against parents to have them put to death.

We believe this will happen when the Antichrisgres.

SIGN PREDICTION #9 — There will be_hatred against any connected todree of
Jehrist13:13

Notice one right with God will be hated by “all,bhjust some. The reason for the hatred is the
name of Jesus Christ.

Those who wish to gain their life will have to lase

Now why will all of these horrible things happed@sus Christ was rejected! God loved this
world and the people in it and He sent His Sorateegeople from sins. Reject Him and you are
doomed. Receive Him and you are saved.



