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THE PRESENT MINISTRY OF CHRIST

Hebrews 9:23-28
23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified

with these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than
these. 24 For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which
are copies of the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the
high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then
he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But
as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and
after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those

who are eagerly waiting for him. ESV

Romans 8:31-34
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against

us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he
not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is
the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at the right hand of
God, who indeed is interceding for us.

What is Jesus Christ doing right now at this instant?
Hebrews 9:24 "now"

Jesus Christ is a Man in Heaven. The Eternal Christ was born of a virgin; Jesus the
Man lived under the Law; learned obedience and earned personal righteousness;
died as the Substitute for sinners; was buried, resurrected after three days and
three nights; Jesus the Man ascended in bodily form into heaven, and is now
seated at the right hand of God until He returns. {Acts 1:11}
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Acts 1:6-11
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this

time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know
times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth." 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and
said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him
go into heaven."

This being truth according to the Scripture, what is Jesus Christ doing?
Several of His titles in Scripture instruct us on this question:

1. Jesus Christ is the Last Adam {1 Corinthians 15:45}

1 Corinthians 15:42-45
42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what

is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown
in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a
spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 Thus it
is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam became a
life-giving spirit.

Several years ago, Sun Yung Moon, the false prophet of the Unification Church,
claimed to be the "second Adam." Moon claimed to be the "second Adam"
because, according to Moon, Jesus failed in his mission. The Word of God will
protect you from such error and heresy.

Romans 5:12 establishes the relationship of every human being, except the virgin-
born Christ, to the first Adam. If you deny your sinful nature and actual guilt based
on imputed sin from your representative Adam, then you would not be consistent
if you claim imputed righteousness in Christ. If God cannot fairly impute guilt,
then He could not fairly impute righteousness.
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Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and
death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned—

Romans 5:15-21
15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one

man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace
of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the free gift is not like
the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought
justification. 17 If, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that
one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the
free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of
righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. 19 For as by the one
man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience
the many will be made righteous. 20 Now the law came in to increase the
trespass, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 21 so that, as sin
reigned in death, grace also might reign through righteousness leading to eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

God only deals with two men in history {1 Corinthians 15:47}.
Adam and Jesus!

The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.

All men were represented in the first Adam, and those represented in the Last
Adam are those whom God justifies.

The Last Adam is a quickening {life-giving} Spirit.
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Ephesians 2:1-10
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But
God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—
by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

So Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, is calling out His people.

2. Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church:

Ephesians 1:22-23
22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to

the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Jesus Christ has absolute authority over His church. When the Jesus of the Bible is
denied through the acceptance of extra-biblical authority the result is schism and
cults. The New Age Movement, the Mormons, the Jehovah's Witness, the
Moonies, et al, all are products of the denial of Jesus Christ.

"If you abide in my word, you are my disciples indeed." {John 8:31}
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So when even once orthodox churches: Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, et al,
leave the authority and the sufficiency of God's Word, they will eventually deny
the headship of Christ, represented by the headship of man over woman
{1 Corinthians 11:3}, they will lapse into man's opinion and they will end up
ordaining women and homosexuals as “pastors” and will fall into other great
errors. The issue is not a woman's worth: she is not inferior to man any more than
Christ the Son is inferior to God the Father; but God has established order in
creation - Father/Son - Christ/Man - man/woman.

Jesus Christ is the Head of the Church and through the Holy Spirit is leading His
people.

John 14:15-18
15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the

Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor
knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.

18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

So then Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, is indwelling His people.

3. Jesus Christ is the Great Shepherd

Hebrews 13:20-21
20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21

equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Are we too proud to admit our need for a Shepherd?
"All we like sheep have gone astray...” Isaiah 53:6

Is the Lord your Shepherd? {Psalm 23; John 10:11, 16, 26}

Have you returned to your Shepherd? {1 Peter 2:25}

So Jesus Christ is our Great Shepherd.
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4. Jesus Christ is the Great High Priest:

Hebrews 4:14-16
14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in
every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

The work of a priest is to represent man to God.
Do Baptists need a priest? No, not another man who is also a sinner, but the Great
High Priest, yes! One who understands our weaknesses and invites us to come
boldly to the throne of grace for mercy.

So Jesus Christ is our Great High Priest.

5. Jesus Christ is the Forerunner:

Hebrews 6:19-20
19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters

into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner
on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of
Melchizedek.

A forerunner is one who goes in advance to a place where others are to follow.

John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jesus Christ {John 1:23} and Jesus is the
forerunner for His people. {John 14:3}

Jesus Christ is preparing a place for us to be with Him.
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6. Jesus Christ is the Bridegroom:

Revelation 19:1-10
After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in
heaven, crying out,

"Hallelujah!

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God,
2 for his judgments are true and just;
for he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality,
and has avenged on her the blood of his servants."

3 Once more they cried out,

"Hallelujah!

The smoke from her goes up forever and ever."
4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and
worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, "Amen. Hallelujah!" 5 And
from the throne came a voice saying,

"Praise our God,

all you his servants,
you who fear him,
small and great."

6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar
of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

"Hallelujah!

For the Lord our God
the Almighty reigns.

7 Let us rejoice and exult
and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and his Bride has made herself ready;

8c it was granted her to clothe herself
with fine linen, bright and pure"—

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.

9 And the angel said to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to
the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words
of God." 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, "You
must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers who hold to
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God." For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.
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Ephesians 5:25-27
25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up

for her, 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of
water with the word, 27 so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and
without blemish.

What He did - Ephesians 5:25
What He is doing - Ephesians 5:26
What He is going to do - Ephesians 5:27

So Jesus Christ is making His bride, the church, presentable.

That is what Jesus Christ is doing right now?

Jesus Christ is a Man in Heaven, who as the Last Adam, is a life-giving Spirit; He
is the Head of His Church; He is the Great Shepherd of His sheep; He is the Great
High Priest; He is the Forerunner who is making a place for His church; and He
will meet His church in glory which He has prepared and made the church
acceptable to be His bride!!!

Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
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