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Romans 11:7-12 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 71 

Introduction: 
 

     In Romans 11, the Apostle Paul clears up the question that some of his readers might be 
thinking, as to whether or not God’s plan for Israel was over. You have all heard that saying, 
never judge a book by its cover. Well looking back into Romans 9, Paul gives us many 
illustrations of Israel’s rejection of God.  
 
Romans 9:6-7 
 
6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are 
of Israel: 
 
7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy 
seed be called.1 

 
      Paul begins this discourse concerning Israel, stating that it is not as if the ‘gospel’ was not 
effective, but the true of the matter is that not all of Israel is indeed Israel. So it is not that the 
‘gospel’ does not work, it is the simple fact that it is effectual to those of the called. They shall 
hear, they shall be quicken and they shall believe. Paul goes on to demonstrate this from the 
chapter. ‘(for the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, in order 
that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not by works, but by Him that 
calleth)’ 2 God’s saving plan and process is centered upon His Sovereign purpose of divine 
election.  
 
     Paul moves on to explain, ‘What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God 
forbid. 15 For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I have compassion. 16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God that hath mercy.’ 3 Paul is showing us here, that it is ultimately God’s 
Sovereign will that upholds all things, including salvation.  
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 9:6-7. 
 
2 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 9:11. 
 
3 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Romans 9:14-16. 
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     It would appear, looking down through the history of the nation of Israel, that God has 
turned away completely from Israel because of their rejection. Paul then moves us into 
chapter ten and begins by saying: ‘Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved. 2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but not 
according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.’4 

     Paul states that the Jews are in a state of unrighteous rebellion because of their arrogance 
and ignorance.  
 

- They have the zeal of God – but not according to knowledge. 
- They are ignorant concerning the true righteousness of God. 
- Therefore they go about to establish their own righteousness. 
- In doing so, they have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God. 

 
     Arrogantly and ignorantly not knowing that Christ is the end of the law for righteousness 
to everyone that believes. It would seem that God has forsaken the Jewish people and 
changed His plan completely. Paul tells us that this is just not the case. 
 
Romans 11:1-6 
 
1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 
 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 
 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men,  
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.5 
 
Paul says I know for a fact God has not cast away His people.  
 

- By direct statement – under divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
- By direct example – through Paul himself, God saved the Israelite Saul. 

__________________________________________ 
4 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 10:1-4. 
 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:1-6. 
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Romans 11:7-12 
 
7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day. 
 

9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a 
recompence unto them: 
 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway. 
 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 
 

12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?6 
 

     However, we can see through Israel’s rebellion how their arrogance and ignorance has 
furthered their condemnation, by them going about through works and deeds of the law to 
establish their own righteousness, not submitting themselves to the righteousness of God.  
Therefore, understand this; if it be works, then it is no more Grace. ‘Even so then at this 
present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.’7 
 

Romans 11:7 
 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded.8 
 

     Now Paul continues building the case of God’s Sovereign plan and purpose for Israel. The 
true Israel that has been saved, and will be saved; have obtained salvation according to the 
election of grace. So therefore, Paul’s question referencing if God has forsaken His people; 
we see clearly that God’s elective purpose of grace has not changed nor forsaken any of His 
chosen and called according to His purpose. In fact, God’s Sovereign plan is going exactly 
according to His purpose.  
 

     Now you may wonder, if this is the case why is it that we do not see a massive number of 
Jews in our day coming to faith in Christ. Why is it that most Jews continue to reject Christ 
and rebel against the gospel of His grace? The answer is not that God has finished with the 
Jews, but it is clearly seen in verse seven. ‘What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was 
seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened.’9 The ESV uses the word ‘hardened’ 
while the KJV uses the word ‘blinded.’ 
__________________________________________ 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:7. 
 

7 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Romans 11:5. 
 

8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:7. 
 
9 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Romans 11:7. 
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     Elections and grace are inseparable, for both elements show the that truth that salvation 
is God’s work alone.10 However, the Apostle Paul shows us here that God’s elect obtained the 
promises of God’s grace, and the rest were blinded. The answer is that God has given Israel 
a temporary blinding or hardening.  
 
     Once again, the Sovereignty of God is clearly demonstrated through the truth of the 
Scripture. ‘For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will 
have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” 16 So then it is not of him who wills, 
nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to the 
Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and 
that My name may be declared in all the earth.” 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, 
and whom He wills He hardens.’11 
 

     This hardening that Paul refers to here, is a medical term. The Greek word ‘po-ro-o’ 4456 
πωρόω – meaing: made of stone; (figuratively) insensible; dull, unperceptive as a rock; 
calloused (hardened); i.e. unresponsive (dense), completely lacking sensitivity or spiritual 
perception.’12 When you injure yourself there is a scab or a callous that forms around the 
wound. It will eventually become so hard that you cannot even feel the wound anymore. This 
is what is happening with most of Israel right now. God has so hardened the hearts so that 
they cannot even feel or sense the truth anymore. It does not bother them anymore because 
they have become dull and numb to the truth because of this hardening.  
 

     When God hardens people’s hearts, truth escapes them; they cannot see it and they cannot 
sense it. It no longer cuts or convicts like it normally would. I often hear people talk about 
those that take offense to the Gospel of God’s grace. It upsets them, and they become bitter 
and angry at truth; we should praise God for that, because they can still feel the convicting 
effects of truth. The ones that are dull and numb to such truth that should bother us the most, 
because they feel nothing.  
 

     It is the Sovereign will of God, that He grants grace that leads to faith and repentance, 
likewise it is the Sovereign will of God that He hardens whosoever He wills.  
 

Exodus 4:21 – ‘And the LORD said unto Moses, “When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that 
thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh which I have put in thine hand; but I will harden his 
heart, that he shall not let the people go.’13 
 

Exodus 7:3 – ‘And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply my signs and my wonders in the 
land of Egypt.’14 
__________________________________________ 
10 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
 
11 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 9:15-18. 
 
12 Strong, James., LLD, STD., “Greek Dictionary Appendix.” The New Strong’s Exhaustive  Concordance of the Bible. 
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2010) - ‘po-ro-o’ 4456 πωρόω. 
 
13 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Exodus 4:21. 
 
14 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Exodus 7:3. 
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Deuteronomy 2:30 – ‘But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us travel through his land, for 
the LORD your God had made his spirit stubborn and his heart obstinate in order to hand him 
over to you, as has now taken place.’15 
 

     The Apostle John writes in his gospel concerning God’s Sovereign purpose and plan as he 
writes;  
 

     ‘Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk 
while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that walketh 
in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 36 While ye have light, believe 
in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These things spake Jesus, 
and departed, and did hide himself from them. 37 But though he had done 
so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on him: 38 That the 
saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who 
hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? 39 Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said 
again, 40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted, and I should heal them.’16 

     John MacArthur states that this hardening is by a judicial act of God,17 His own Divine 
Sovereign right.  
 
Romans 11:8  
 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that they should 
not see, and ears that they should not hear;) unto this day.18 
 
     Paul is quoting and combining here two separate Scripture passages to illustrate a 
biblical truth. The first portion of verse eight, Paul take from Isaiah 29:10. Speaking to 
Israel, the prophets writes, ‘For the LORD has poured over you a spirit of deep sleep, He 
has shut your eyes, . . .’19 
 
     The last portion of this verse, the Apostle Paul has taken from the Old Testament book of 
 
__________________________________________ 
15 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009) Deuteronomy 2:30. 
 
16 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), John 12:35-40. 
 
17 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:8. 
 
19 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Isaiah 29:10. 
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Deuteronomy 29:4. ‘Yet the LORD hath not given you a heart to perceive and eyes to see and 
ears to hear unto this day.’20 
 
     Make no mistake about it my friends, God is the One who grants grace to the hearts of men, 
and it is God who is also sovereign over the hardening and blindness of men. No man holds 
the key to the human heart of the soul, for it is God who is the Creator and Master overall; 
and it is a very dangerous thing to continually reject the mercy and goodness of God.  
 
     Paul has already given us a strong warning in the opening section of Condemnation of the 
book of Romans. ‘Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and long- 
suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? 5 But in accordance 
with your hardness and your impenitent heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the 
day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one 
according to his deeds”:’21 
 

Romans 11:9-10 
 
9 And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a 
recompence unto them: 
 

10 Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway.22 
 
     Verse 9, Paul is quoting David from Psalm 69. The imprecatory prayer that David prayed 
against those that oppressed him and continually rebelled against the Righteousness of God. 
Paul uses this strong language here for the judgment of God against those that reject Christ 
as God’s Messiah. This is not just concerning Israel but for all those that rebell.  
 

Psalm 69:22-28 – ‘Let their own table before them become a snare; and 
when they are at peace, let it become a trap. 23 Let their eyes be darkened, so 
that they cannot see, and make their loins tremble continually. 24 Pour out your 
indignation upon them, and let your burning anger overtake them. 25 May their 
camp be a desolation; let no one dwell in their tents. 26 For they persecute him 
whom you have struck down, and they recount the pain of those you have 
wounded. 27 Add to them punishment upon punishment; may they have no 
acquittal from you. 28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living; let them 
not be enrolled among the righteous.’23 

__________________________________________ 
20 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Deuteronomy 29:4. 
 
21 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 2:4-6. 
 

22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:9-10. 
 
23 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Psalm 69:22-28. 
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     Strong language against those that continually rebel against the Righteousness of God. A 
man’s table is thought to be a place of safety as MacArthur states, but here in this imprecatory 
prayer of David used by Paul the table of the ungodly has become a trap and a snare to them. 
Showing that so many of the very things that people trust and place their hope in will be the 
very thing that damns them to continue in the unbelief.24 

 

Romans 11:11 
 

11 I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather through their 
fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.25 
 

     This hardening of Israel is not the final word in God’s plan of salvation. ‘God planned 
salvation history so that Israel’s trespass would open the door of salvation for the Gentiles, 
and in turn the Jews would be provoked to jealously when they seen the Gentles being saved 
and enjoying the blessings in a relationship with the God of Israel.’26 

     Understand this; God did not react to Israel’s rebellion in order to open the door for the 
Gentiles, He purposed it.  ‘They have moved Me to jealousy with that which is not God; they 
have provoked Me to anger with their vanities. And I will move them to jealousy with those 
who are not a people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.’27 

- God used the rebellion of Israel to open up the door to the Gentiles. (Romans 11:11d). 
 

- Now God is using the salvation of the Gentiles to provoke the Jews to jealously, 
(Romans 11:11e). 

     Nevertheless, God’s plan and purpose for Israel is not closed. There has been no 
replacements made for the remnant of God’s chosen according to the election of grace.  

Romans 11:12 
 
12 Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of 
the Gentiles; how much more their fulness?28 
 

     Now look at this verse closely and you will see with a certainty that God is not finished 
with Israel. Now if the fall of them – (the ‘them’ being Israel). Be the riches of the world, - (the 
world being the Gentiles here) because the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles.  

__________________________________________ 
24 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
 
25 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:11. 
 

26 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
 
27 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Deuteronomy 32:21. 
 
28 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:12. 
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     This is speaking of the blessings and the riches of salvation coming to the Gentiles because 
of the diminishing of the Jews in their rebellion. Because, ‘the full inclusion looks forward to 
the fulfillment of God’s saving promises to the seed, the remnant of Israel. Paul argues the 
point here from the lesser to the greater: if Israel’s sin has brought salvation to the Gentiles, 
then the blessings unto her will be even greater when all of Israel is saved.’29 

    ‘How much more their fulness?30 That gives me such hope for the Jewish people, but even 
those of the Gentiles that willfully rebel against the Righteousness of God. This moves me to 
trust God all the more in the realm of salvation for the lost. Not man’s will, but God’s will.  

     For our lost loved one’s, family and friends that are willfully obstinate in their rebellion 
and sin. Trusting God assures me that - how much more their fullness,31 shall be once the 
election of grace recreates the unregenerate heart for the honor and the glory of God.  

     Therefore, I must trust God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________________ 
29 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
 
30 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:12c. 
 
31 Ibid. 
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