12 August 2022
Wisdom
1. Last Sunday we were in 1 Timothy 4:7, in which Paul commanded Timothy, a young elder @ the church @ Ephesus, to NOT get caught up/entangled in false teachings and endless debates about things that were of no value to his soul, but he must “Exercise himself rather unto godliness”, if he would be an effective gospel minister:  Read 1 Timothy 4:6-9
a. This instruction is for EVERY Christian!  Pastors are not the only ones who are called to live godly lives, we’re all called to godliness!  
b. But as we learned last week, after God saves you, godliness doesn’t just happen automatically.  IF YOU would be godly, YOU MUST EXERCISE YOURSELF UNTO godliness.  HOW?
c. As we learned this past Wednesday, BY spending quality time in the Word, READING IT!  But NOT by reading it casually, but by reading it prayerfully, and by receiving the Word and by PRACTICING or DOING the Word.  You MUST be DOERS of the Word and not just readers of it, or hearers of it.   
d. This is one of the primary ways to “Exercise yourself unto godliness”, by devoting yourself to diligent reading and receiving of the Word, followed by obedience and practice of God’s Word.  When you DO these things, when you immerse yourself in these “holy habits” (by God’s grace and with God’s help) the result will be godliness in your life.

2. But not ONLY will you be cultivating godliness in your life, but God will also grant you wisdom!  And you should pray for wisdom!  James 1:5    
a. Think about it, the more you know of God in His Word, the more you will KNOW God’s will; you will know the mind of God toward many things that will confront you in this life.  You will know how to behave, how to react, and how to think; you will know how, when, and what you should say in certain situations, and you will know WHEN you shouldn’t say anything! 
i. You see, WISDOM HAPPENS when God’s commands are lived and practiced!  THAT won’t happen unless you are in the Word!   
b. BY WISDOM, you will be led into right paths and away from the wrong ones; you will know when to avoid certain people and places.  (This is called prudence and discernment; these are branches of wisdom).  You will look away, and turn away from sin and wickedness, and you will refuse to listen to anything that would influence you away from Christ!  
i. Deuteronomy 4:5-9, Psalm 111:10, Proverbs 1:1-7            
c. So, you see child of God, wisdom begins with a very high view of God, when you esteem and revere God, and worship Him!  If you do not fear the LORD, you cannot possess wisdom from God! 
i. VERY IMPORTANT SIDE NOTE: If you’re here and you’re NOT a Christian, you’ve never turned from your sins to Christ…. You do not and cannot possess wisdom from God.  But HERE is your opportunity, don’t let it pass!  2 Timothy 3:15
d. But now, back to the wisdom that comes from God…. HOW do I get it?  In much the same way that you attain to godliness…. by training, discipline, and practice of the Word, BUT if you would possess the wisdom that comes from God… IF YOU WOULD BE WISE, you must like a “miner” in God’s Word, who seeks and digs for gold, or like that man who painstakingly searched for hidden treasure in Matthew 13 until he found it. 
i. Proverbs 2:1-9, 3:13-22 
e. So, you see: Like godliness, wisdom isn’t just going to happen in your life!
i. But YOU MUST HAVE WISDOM, and I durst say that if you’re a Christian, you WILL HAVE IT!  
f. There are MANY who KNOW a lot of truth from the Word, but unless that truth is transforming you, unless you embrace, obey, practice and lived that truth, YOU CANNOT and WILL NOT be wise!          
  
3. Back to when God first saved you, YOU were MADE WISE unto salvation through the Holy Scriptures, the gospel of Jesus Christ!  
a. If the Holy Scriptures “ARE ABLE” to make you WISE unto salvation, (if God “IS ABLE TO” powerfully use His Word to bring you to faith in Christ), are the Holy Scriptures able to MAKE YOU WISE in other key aspects of your Christian life?  Indeed, they can, and they do! 
b. The fact is, every one of us as children of God should be maturing in godliness and wisdom, and in the “ways and in the practice” of God’s Word.
c. “YOUR WAYS” or HOW you live your Christian life in the world, will reveal HOW WISE you are in the ways of God.  Psalm 1:1-6           
d. But the truth is, if we oftentimes find ourselves in situations in which we say to ourselves…. I didn’t see this coming!  How did I end up here?  How did I walk into this?  Why did I say this or that?    
i. THE How and WHY you stumble into sin is because you lack wisdom, discernment, and discretion!   

4. Allow me to make some applications of God’s wisdom to you:
a. First, are times WHEN you should speak, and there are times WHEN you shouldn’t say anything.  In the discipline of communication or government of the tongue, your wisdom or lack of wisdom will be known!  Your tongue will always reveal your heart… (or betray your heart). Ecclesiastes 3:1,7
i. “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven”: (V7): “A time to keep silence, and a time to speak” 
b. If you’re got a tongue problem, you’ve got a heart problem!  Wisdom within (from God) will guide you and help you to govern your tongue!  It may not mean anything here in Ecclesiastes 3:7, but I think it “speaks” volumes that Solomon wrote KEEP SILENCE before SPEAKING.
c. I heard an old saying, don’t know who said it, but it goes like this: God gave you (2) ears and (1) mouth, therefore you should listen twice as much as you speak!  Proverbs 26:4-5, 10:19, James 1:19-20, 3:1-2, 1:26   

5. Not only will your wisdom from God be known in how you govern your tongue, but also, when you do speak, in what you do say.  
a. This is where your wisdom from God should be VERY APPARENT; your words should be impactful, influential, thought provoking, and directional, and what I mean by that is…. Our words should point those that hear us to Christ!  Oh, how often I fail in this!  Isaiah 50:4  
i. Proverbs 10:20-21, 31-32, 15:2, 28, 29:20, Ecclesiastes 12:10-11
b. And then, your words, (when you do speak) should not be offensive, but gracious!  Matthew 12:34-37, Colossians 4:5-6       

6. And then: Wisdom that comes from God will keep you from sin and wickedness.    
a. Wisdom from God, which is found in His Word will keep you in the strait way and on the right path.  But as you MUST exercise yourself unto godliness, so you must seek after God’s wisdom and search for her as for hid treasure!  Only then will you walk in your way safely and be kept from stumbling!  Proverbs 2:10-17, 4:23-27, 11:5-6, 22:3

7. Finally, if you would be wise, you must never settle down in your Christian life and think to yourself that you have attained!  Proverbs 26:12  
a. You can’t teach anyone who already KNOWS IT ALL!  They learn nothing who THINK they are wise!  But the wisest in the Kingdom of Christ know and realize that they STILL have much to learn if they would be wise!   
i. Psalm 119:71-73, Proverbs 1:5, 9:7-9, 25:12, Luke 2:52, Hebrews 5:8 
b. Once you begin to learn wisdom, you must be careful NOT to lose it:
i. Proverbs 3:21: “My son, let them not depart from thine eyes: (that is wisdom and discretion), so shall they be life unto thy soul, and grace to thy neck” 
ii. 1 John 2:24: “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning.  If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father”

8. What is the complete contrast to being wise in the Lord? 
a. Being a fool.  If you’re a Christian, you are no fool… and you certainly ought not to behave like one.  Fool: Mindless, senseless, and unbelieving.  
i. Proverbs 18:2: A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover itself” 
ii. Job 28:28: “The fear of the LORD, THAT IS WISDOM, and to depart from evil IS UNDERSTANDING”
iii. James 3:13-18 
