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KJV – I Corinthians 2:14 

 

“Limited vs. Unlimited Atonement” 

     Limited Atonement verses Unlimited Atonement. Take a moment and hear me out, then prove 
what I say through the Word of God, setting aside all the traditions and customs that have been 
handed down from generation to generation and trust God at His Word. If you ask the question 
today to almost anyone; for whom did Jesus die for? Almost everyone will say for everyone. I found 
myself within the theological camp for years until my eyes were opened to the Sovereignty of 
Almighty God.  

     There is a doctrine known as “Limited Atonement,” or particular redemption. This teaching is 
associated with the Reformed Doctrine as one of the five points of Calvinism. This doctrine of 
limited atonement teaches that Jesus Christ died for His elect chosen in Him before the foundation 
of the world.   

     The Arminian theological camp teaches Unlimited Atonement; that Christ suffered and died 
making a way possible for all humanity to be saved. Thus they state that Christ died for all mankind, 
and paid the penalty of sin for all mankind. This made a way possible for whosoever will to seek 
after and accept Christ and in doing so they receive His forgiveness of sins and justification. 

     This doctrine of unlimited atonement sounds great doesn’t it? But there are a few major issues 
with the Arminian doctrine of unlimited atonement.  

1. It goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 
2. If the judgment for sin was paid by Christ for all, why is it being punished again in the lost? 
3. It violates the purpose of God according to Election. 
4. It is not Biblical and goes against the teachings of Scripture. 

     Now before we examine these four flaws in the doctrine of unlimited atonement I want you to 
remember these three things throughout this lesson: 

a. - Limited Atonement: teaches that Christ suffered and died only for the elect. 
 
- Unlimited Atonement: teaches that Christ died for all humanity. 

 
b. - Limited Atonement: teaches that God judged and punished the sin of elect in Christ on the 

Cross at Calvary. 
 
- Unlimited Atonement: teaches that God judged and punished the sin of all mankind in 
Christ on the Cross at Calvary. (By rejecting Jesus Christ that sin is judged and punished 
again for a second time upon the unbeliever in hell and the lake of fire.)  
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c. - Limited Atonement: teaches that Christ accomplished redemption for the elect by paying 
the penalty of sin at Calvary.  
 
- Unlimited Atonement: teaches that Christ made a way possible for redemption for all 
humanity for the penalty of sin at Calvary.  

     Limited verses Unlimited Atonement; I would say you decide, but that’s not an option because 
God has already given us His Word and it states it plainly, cut and dried. But first let’s read our text 
to understand just how it is we learn from His book and who it is that guides and teaches us. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     This verse tells me that the natural man, the unconverted, unsaved man who lacks supernatural 
life by the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost cannot receive the things of the Spirit of God. They 
are all foolishness to him because he is spiritually dead and in a depraved state by his sinful nature. 
He cannot know these things because they are spiritually taught and manifested by the Holy Spirit. 
So we need to let the Holy Spirit lead us, guide us and direct us into all spiritual wisdom and 
knowledge because God is the final authority and not man. 

     Now moving right along into our four areas that we will examine by the authority of the 
Scriptures to understand and discerned the differences in limited and unlimited atonement, first by 
looking at the four flaws in the Arminian doctrine of unlimited atonement. 

1. It goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 

     The Arminian doctrine of Unlimited Atonement teaches that Christ died for all and made a way 
possible for anyone to seek after and accept Christ by Faith.  

     This doctrine goes against the teaching and the doctrine of the nature of fallen man that is in a 
depraved state of sin. Total Depravity is the teaching that mankind is completely touched by sin in 
all that he is, a sinner by nature, by birth and by choice. Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, 
emotions, will, mind, and body is all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We are not as sinful 
as we could be, but we are completely affected by sin in everything and every part of what he is.  

     Total Depravity teaches that the fallen man, the unregenerate, unsaved person, the unbeliever 
will not be able of his own freewill to chose God and believe in Christ.     

Romans 3:9-12 

9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and 
Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
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12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

Jeremiah 17:9 

9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

Mark 7:21-23 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 

23 All these evil things come from within, and defile the man. 

      Man is alone, without God in a state of total depravity. There is none righteous, no not one; he 
cannot understand and he does not seek for God. There is not even one that doeth good. Man will 
not seek after God on his own, even after hearing the Gospel. Man cannot have faith in God even 
after hearing the Word unless God births that faith into his heart and soul. Man is dead and cannot 
seek, believe, repent, or accept Christ until the Holy Ghost gifts the new birth by the quickening. 

Ephesians 2:1 

1And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 

Ephesians 2:5 

5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 

     So the doctrine of unlimited atonement goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 
No one is able to be saved unless God first quickens them; in other words, makes them born again. 

John 1:12-13 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

     These verses state that all that believe on His name done so by the will of God; they were born 
again, not of blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor of the will of man, but how? Born again by the will of 
God; so if it’s not God’s will that any should perish why doesn’t He make everyone born again? 
Because that little word “any” in II Peter 3:9 is not speaking of all mankind just the elect, chosen in 
Him before the foundation of the world.  
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     They will be the only ones to receive the quickening spoken of in Ephesians chapter two, 
therefore they will be the only ones to receive the new birth by the will of God in John 1:13 because 
the rest of mankind is left to themselves to act in accordance with the nature of their own freewill. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

1. It goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 
2. If the judgment for sin was paid by Christ for all, why is it being punished again in the lost? 

     If Christ died for all, then the price and the penalty of the transgressions and sins of all mankind 
were judged in Him on the Cross right? What about all the people that were already in Hell the day 
He walked up Mount Calvary, was He dying for their sin too, was God the Father judging and 
punishing the sins of those already in Hell in Christ that day? Because if you say He died for all 
mankind, all means all right?  

     Not always, nor does any always referred to all. But Jesus died for the sins of those that He would 
redeem to God the Father by His blood out of every kindred, and tongue and people and nation as 
John tells us in Revelation 5:9. 

     If Christ died for all the sin of the world and the Father judged and punished all the sin of the 
world in Him that day on Calvary, God would be unjust to the Saviour by making Him pay for the 
sins of those He already knew were in Hell and for all those in the future that He knew would go to 
Hell.  

     God the Father would also be unjust the lost in Hell for sentencing them for a crime that His Son 
had already paid for on the Cross. God is not unjust, but He is Holy and Sovereign and He knew from 
the foundation of the world whom He had chosen in Him, and those were His elect in Christ Jesus, 
redeemed by Christ Jesus, the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world because in the heart and 
mind of God He had already Sovereignly decreed it. 

Isaiah 53:8 

8 He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

     Why was He stricken? For the transgression of my people was he stricken. 

Isaiah 53:11 

11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 

     Who did the righteous servant (Jesus Christ) justify and bear their iniquities? Many 
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Isaiah 53:12 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he 
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 

     Whose sin did He bear? The sin of many. 

Ephesians 1:4 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

     We are without blame because of Him, and what He did at Calvary. Yet who in this verse does it 
say will be holy and without blame before Him in love? Those he hath chosen; in him before the 
foundation of the world. He already selected to whom He would give grace, and why would He pay 
the price for someone that would be Sovereignly impossible to save because they were not chosen 
in Him before the foundation of the world. 

1. It goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 
2. If the judgment for sin was paid by Christ for all, why is it being punished again in the lost? 
3. It violates the purpose of God according to Election. 

Romans 9:11 

11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God 
according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) 

     This passage; the Apostle Paul is speaking of God’s Sovereign Election using Jacob and Esau as 
examples. Because God declared to Rebekah when she was still with child: 

Genesis 25:22-23 

22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went 
to enquire of the LORD. 

23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 
separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 
shall serve the younger. 

     These twins in the womb; Jacob and Esau had done nothing yet, neither good nor evil. God’s 
choice from the beginning was Jacob, instead of Esau, to continue the physical line was not based on 
his personal merit or demerit. God’s purpose according to His choice of Jacob resides solely in His 
own sovereign plan, a perfect example of election unto salvation not because of works but because 
of Him who calls (or names).  

     Friends this is the purpose of God according to election. God knew exactly who was going to be 
saved from the very beginning because He had purposed it according to election.  
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     So therefore why would His Son slain from the foundation of the world offer Himself for the non-
elect to whom even He knew they could never be saved because they had not been selected in grace 
to receive faith in Christ from the beginning?  

I Corinthians 2:7  

7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before 
the world unto our glory: 

Ephesians 1:4-5 

4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will. 

Ephesians 1:11 

11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 

II Thessalonians 2:13-14 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God 
hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the 
truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

II Timothy 1:9 

9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, 

II Timothy 2:24-25 

24 And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them 
repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; 

I Peter 1:3 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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     Friends thinking we can choose in our own will without the Sovereign Grace of God being given 
unto us from the beginning it is against His purpose according to election. God selected from the 
beginning to who He would choose in Christ Jesus to save by His Grace. 

Romans 9:16 

16 So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 

     The Apostle Paul was merely going over again what God told Moses in Exodus chapter thirty-
three. 

Exodus 33:19 

19 And he said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD 
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew 
mercy. 

     Why will He be gracious unto whom He will be gracious; and why does He only show mercy unto 
whom I shows mercy? Why? So that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of him that calleth. 

     Christ died only His elect; chosen in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and without blame before him in love: 

1. It goes against the depraved state and nature of mankind. 
2. If the judgment for sin was paid by Christ for all, why is it being punished again in the lost? 
3. It violates the purpose of God according to Election. 
4. It is not Biblical and goes against the teachings of Scripture. 

     I have given you enough already to show you that unlimited atonement is un-Biblical and goes 
against the teachings of the Scriptures. Oh but friends there is more, let’s go back to the garden not 
the Garden of Eden but the garden just before Jesus was arrested. His prayer of intercession just 
before going to the Cross on Calvary, His prayer for us. 

John 17:9-10 

9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them. 

     Who is He praying for? All of mankind, no! Only the ones that God hath given unto Christ; I pray 
for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. If He is 
not praying for them, why would He die for them and pay their price, pay their penalty for sin. 
Accomplish redemption; yea’ He didn’t because they were not His, they had not been given unto 
Him by the Father. 
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     He died for His elect, Limited Atonement and it has always been limited even in the Old 
Testament typologies of the substitutionary sacrifice. Limited always to those chosen in Him from 
the beginning.  

Hebrews 2:17 

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

     To make reconciliation for the sins of the people. 

Matthew 20:28 

28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 
for many. 

Mark 10:45 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many. 

Matthew 1:21 

21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from 
their sins. 

     Who is He going to save? His People! So who did He die for? His People! Therefore is it limited or 
unlimited? It is limited. 

I Corinthians 2:14 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

     Let me tell you friends Christ did not make away so people to be saved by the work of the Cross, 
He accomplished redemption for His elect. 

     Why? Because of what Colossians chapter two says: 

Colossians 2:14 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 

     He blotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us (who is the us? Paul is speaking 
to believers in Christ; the elect.) 

 



9 
 

Limited vs. Unlimited Atonement     Princess Chapel Church  

Colossians 1:2 

2 To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

     So the blotting out of the handwriting or ordinances that was against us was referring to the 
Saints. Christ took everything that was contrary to us, and took it out of the way by nailing it to His 
cross. If that was for everyone, than everyone would be saved; but His atonement is limited to His 
elect. 

John 10:14-15 

14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

 

 

 

 


