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SERMON CXIV. 

I h u e  sworn, and I wiS perf- it, that I win keep thy dghtuoua 
judgments.-Via. 106. 

Is the former verse David had commended the word for A enre di- 
rection ; it is a light and a lamp. How so? Not only by Wo 
deeignation and a pointment, but b l  David's choice, ' It wm a light ? to my feet, and a amp to my steps. Now, in this verae, he apeako 
of his firmnesa and constancy to that choice ; I have token thy word 
for my guidance and direction, and there he did resolve to stick. Hu 
constancy was grounded upon a VOW, or upon a pmmi~aoq oath, 
which he saw no cam to retract or repent of : ' I have sworn, and I 
will perform it,' Ac. 

1n" which words you may observe- 
1. The itrength of Dav~d's resolution and purpose, e x p d  in hh 

oath ; not I muat, or I will keep, but I have won,, lie. 
2. The matter of thia purpose or oath, and that wax In 

0 0 8 6  

judgments. 
3. One great motive and reamn that inclined him so to do. ill the 

word, thy righteous judgments; the marvelloaa equity that WM to be 
observed in the th ine  commanded by God. 

4. The conscience that lay upon him of obmrving this oath, I uÃˆ 
perform it. As if he bad mid, I eaw a great deal of reason to make 
the nromk so aolemnly to God, and I gee no reaaon at all to retract it.  our points I shall observe :- 

1. That it ia not only lawful, but good and profitable, to bind our 
selves to our duty by a VOW, g~lemnly declared  purpose^, and holy 
oath ; so David, I have sworn. 

2. That this help of an oath or vow should be wed in a matter 
lawful, weighty, and n~ceaaay, ' I h u e  morn,' saith David ; but whit 
hath he Ã§wor ? To hf Illy riyhlmus judgmwh. A glut dul? 
which God had enjoined him in his covenant. 

3. Those that are entered into the bond of a holy oath must H- 
ligioudy observe and rfonn what they have sworn to God : I ha" 
Bworn,  am^ I i c i ~  p r - .  

4. That we may perform our oaths, and lie under a sense and 
conscience of our engagements In God, it is good that' they should 
often revived and renewed upon na; for BO doth David here recoffDU* 
his oath, I have sworn that, &c. 

SERMONS UPON PSALM CXIX. 

~ o c t .  1. That it concerns us sometimes to bind ourselves to God, 
and the duty that we owe to him, by an oath. 

1. That it ia lawful BO to do appears from God's injunction, and the 
practice of the sainta 

[I, ] From God's injunction. He hath commanded us to accept of 
the gospel covenant, and not barely so, but to submit unto the &ah 
and rites by which it is confirmed, which submission of ours implieth 
an oath made to God. Ba tism is our sacramenturn militare, sacra- 
mental VOW, our oath of a l l  nce to Ood ; and therefore it is called, 
1 Peter iii. 21, hrepbqp, 'The answer of a good comience towards 
&MI,' an answer upon God's demands in the covenant. God does, as 
i t  were, in the covenant of grace, put ua to the uestion, Will you i renounce all your sins, and all the vanities you ave doted u n ?  
And we answer to God, enter into a solemn oath, that we wi re- )T nounce sin, that we will acce t of Christ as our Saviour, and will walk 
before him in all holy obedience. Among the Romans, when any 
soldier was pressed for war, he took an oath to serve his captain faith- 
fully, and not to forsake him, and then he was called miles per sacra- 
mentum, a soldier by sacrifice or by oath ; and sometimes one took 
an oath for all the rest, and the others only said, The same oath he 
took, the same do I ; and these were called milites per c vrafionem, 
et militea emcoti T h  every Cbriatian is a profed soldier of 
Christ ; he hath sworn to become the Lord's, to cleave faithfully to 
him ; and this oath, that it may not he forgotten, is renewed at the 
Lor& su per, where again we solemnly engage, by the public rites E that are t ere need, to stand to our covenant. We do not only come 
and take God's enfeoffment. take a pledge out of God's hands, to be 
assured of the privileges of the covenant, but we bind ourselves to 

rfonn the duty thereof; for as the blood of the beast, Exod. xxiv. 7" 8, that waa offered in the aacrifice, which is called then the blood 
of the covenant, was sprinkled not on1 upon the altar, to show that 
God was engaged to bless, but qrinkI half upon the J 
they were engaged to obe ; there waa a confirmation o that promise ; to made to God, 'All that t e Lord hath commanded ua, that will we 
do.' Well, now, if God thought such a course nece~aary and profitable 
for Usl certainly we may upon occasion use the like means for our con- 
firmation, for our strengthening in the work of obedience. That there 
18 such a VOW expreaaed or im lied in every prayer may be easily 

f made good in the whole tenor o our Christianity ; therefore certainly 
i8 lawful BO to do, to make our duty more ur nt. and ex licit u n 

our souls, by solemn vow and serious oath of edication o ourae vea 
to God's use and service. 

rr~ i Ã‘Ã 

Â¤ f r 
rL.J The practice of the saints, who have publicly and privately 

engaged themselves to God, do show the lawfulness of it. Public Instances : 2 Ohron. xv. 12-44, ' The entered into a covenant to seek 
Lord Ood of their fathera, with a 1 their heart and Ã§oa ; and they f 

"roe unto the Lord,' Ac. So in Josiah's time : 2 Chron. xxxiv. 31, 
And the king stood in his place, and made a covenant before the 

lord to walk after the Lord, and kee hia commandments,' Ac. Bo 
^eh. X. 29, ' They entered into an oat to walk in God's lawa.' And E 

private oatha, we have David's inatance here in the text; and Job 
VOLvnr. 
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xxxi. 1, ' I made covenant with mine eyes.' He had bound himself 
by a holy vow and purpose to guard his senses, and take heed big 
heart did not take fire by the gazing of his eye, that it was not inflamed 
with lust and sin. 

2 That it is convenient so to do. 
{I.] To answer God's love and condescension to us in the covenant 

God thinks he can never be bound fast enough to us, and therefore 
interposeth by an oath. An oath ifl properly conversant about a 
doubtful matter, of which there is some question or scru le, which 
cannot otherwise be decided ; then the law aaith, he should ive his 
oath to his neighbour. Why then doth the Lord swear ? f s  there 
any doubtfulness in his promises? No ; the apostle saith, Heb. vi. 18, 
the Lord swears, being willing over and above to give ' the heirs of 
promise ' ample satisfaction. Now for God, that cannot lie, and whose 
word is above all assurance, to stoop to us, and ut himself to an oath, 
certainly this should work upon our hearts, an f draw from us some 
answerable return on our part, there being great and visible danger of 
our breaking with God, none of Gods breaking with us ; therefore, 
that we may not play fast and loose with him, we should come under 
this engagement to him of vow and public promise to God. 

[2.] To testify our affection to his service, we should put oureelve~ 
under the most hi h and sacred bonds that can be found out 
Many have some eli h t  and wandering motions towards God, and cold 
purposes of serving him, which soon vanish, and come to nothing ; but 
now it argueth the heart is more thoroughly bent and set towards God, 
and that we have a deep sense of our duty, when we seriously confirm 
our urpose by a vow and holy oath. There are divers aorta of men ? in t e world, some that are of that spirit as to break all bonds, cast 
away all cords, and think they can never be loose enough in point of 
religion, Ps. ii. 3. They m k  to deface and blot out of their conscience 
the natural sense which they have of religion and of their duty to God, 
and so give up themselves headlong to all manner of impiety. There 
are others have some cold approbation of the way of God, and which 
manifests itself by some faint, weak, and wavering purposes, and slight 
attempts upon religion, but are soon discouraged, and never come to a 
fixed resolution, or serious dedication or surrender of themselves to 
the Lord's use. Now, a gracious heart thinks it can never be bound 
fast enough to God, therefore doth not only approve the ways of God, 
or desire to walk therein, but issues forth a purpose, a practical decree 
in his soul. Besides the approbation of conscience, there is a desire 
of heart, and this desire backed with a purpose, and this promise 
backed with an oath, which is the highest way of obligation ; and 
thus doth he dedicate himself to the Lord and his service, in the 
strictest way of expressing his consent, for an oath binds more than 8 
promise. 

3. It is very profitable so to do, because of our backwardness, lazi- 
ness, and fickleness. 

[I. Because of our backwardness ; we need to thrust forth the head I into t e ways of obedience, for we hang off from God. Though we are 
his by every kind of right and title, yet we are very slow of heart to do 
his will, and therefore an oath is profitable to increase the wnse of oat 

VEIL 106.1 SERMONS UPON PSALM OIIX. 83 

duty ; a threefold cord is not easily broken. Now there is a triple tie 
and bond upon a man. 

(1.) There is God's naturd right that he hath over UB and to our 
service, the soverei ty and dominion that he hath over us. We are 
not free as to ob .f ience before the oath, but are bound by creation ; 
for God hath created UE, not only as he created other things, ultimately 
and terminatively, but immediately, for his service. All things were 
created for his glory, SO that ultimately they are for his use ; but 
the proper end and use wherefore man was created was for the imme- 
diate service of God. He that planteth a vine expecteth fruit from it. 
BY continual reservation ; he "veth us maintenance, and therefore % justly expectet service. By r em tion, as having bought us with a 

what he will. 

f dear price, 1 Cor. v i  20. From a 1 which there resulteth a natural 
duty which we owe to him as our sovereign, and he may command us 

(2.) There is the bond of voluntary consent, that our duty may be 
more active and urging upon our hearts. God doth not only inter- 

ose hia own authority and command us to keep his laws dih ently, 
'8. cxix. 4, but requires a consent on the creature's part. hl the 
treaties and tenders of ace are made to draw us to this consent, that 
we may voluntarily and ? y the inclination of our own hearts resent our- 
selves before the Lord, and yield up ourselves to his service, 6 om. vi. 13. 

(3.) Besides this there is the bond of an oath, which is the strictest 
way of voluntary resolution and highest engagement that a man can 
make; therefore when the heart is so backward, and hangs off from 
God and duties we owe to him, it is good to declare our assent in the 
most solemn way. That the saints have made use of purposes thus 
solemnly declared in case of backwardness appears in scripture. David, 
when his heart was shy of God's presence, and had sinned away his 
liberty and ace, and so could not endure to come to God, what course r doth he ta e ?  He issues forth a practical decree in his soul, and 
binds his heart by a fixed purpose that he would come to God, Ps. 
l o i i .  5. So Acts xi. 23; he exhortoth them with full p u v s e  of 
heart to draw nigh to God ; it should be the fixed resolution of the 
soul. And Jer. xxx. 21, 'Who ia this that en ed his heart to 
approach unto me? aaith the Lord.' We shoul p lay the strongest 
bonds and en ementa we poaribl can, whereby God's authority may 
be ba&ed, m% right m d m ~  by the mwt mlemn went  that we 
can make- ----- 

[2.] In  regard of our fickleness and inconbtanq ; we are slip ery, 
off and on with God : ' A double-minded man is unstable in a1 his r 
waye,' James i. 8. We have unsettled hearts, and when we meet with 
temptatioas from without we shall soon give u at the first assault, and 
BO be now for God anon for Satan ; therefore t is is a lawful and sane "h 
tified means to hefo w to constancy. Indeed, before we come to this 
fixed settled p u p e  we lie open to temptation ; and when our first 
heats are spent we tire and wax weary in the Lord's service, therefore 
we had need make the most aacred engagements to God, that we may 
keep to God and persist in our duty. Now a solemn oath ~ Ã § m  to 
be the most serviceable for this use. Why ? For it implies a severe 
and dreadful imprecation- In  an oath God ie not only invoked as a 
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witness But as a judge. We appeal to his omnisciency for the sincerity 
of our hearts in making promise, and to his vindictive ower a E judge if ,we shall act contrary to what we have sworn. Bait Plutarch, 
Every oath implies a curse, or a desire of vengeance, in case of the 
breach of that oath ; therefore i t  is said, Neh. x. 29, ' They entered 
into a curse to walk in God's law :' that is, a curse in case of din- 
obedience. And this was supposed to be the meaning of that rite by 
which they were wont to confirm their covenants. Jer. xxxiv. 18, 
when the calf was cut in twain they did as it were devote them- 
selves thus to be cut in twain and torn in pieces, and to be destroyed 
as that creature was, if they violated the covenant thus solemnly sworn ; 
and though this imprecation or execration should not be expressed, 
yet every promissory oath necessarily implies a curse in case of unfaith- 
fulness. Well, now, this is a good means to keep us constant when 
we have bound ourselves to God upon such strict terms; therefore 
some derive Spw; from e h w ,  to hedge, because it is as a hedge to 
keep us within the compass of our duty, and confirm our hearts in that 
which is ood. Well, then, because of our fickleness it is not enough 
to leave t I e soul to the mere bonds of duty, but confirm our resoln- 
tion by an oath. I may illustrate this b that passage, when Hooper I the blessed martyr was at the stake, an the officers came to fasten 
him to it, saith he, Let me alone ; God that hath called me hither, he 
will keep me from stirring ; and yet, because I am but flesh and blood, 
I am willing; tie me fast, lest I stir. So we may say in this case, 
though the authority of God commanding his right in us and sove- 
rei ty over us is reason enough to enforce the duty we owe to him, 
an f bind the heart and swa the conscience, yet because of the weak- I ness of our hearts we shod make this bond the more urging upon ua 
by a solemn consent, thus ratified and confirmed by the solemnity of 
an oath, vow, or promise made to God. 

[3.] I t  will be very profitable because of our laziness; by resolution we 
are quickened to more seriousness and diligence. When a man hath 
the bond of an oath upon him, then he will make a business of religion, 
whereas otherwise he will make but a sport and a thing he only 
regards by the by. Oh 1 but when his heart is fixed this is the thing 
he will look after, Ps. xxvii, 4. When our heart is set u on a thing ^ we follow i t  close ; and when it is so set upon a thing as t at we have 
bound ourselves by the strictest bonds we can lay upon our heart, it 
will engage us more seriously. 

Doct. 2. That this help of an oath or holy vow should be used in a 
matter lawful, weighty, necessary. 

1. I n  a matter lawful. There is a vow and covenanting in that 
which is evil ; as those that ' bound themselves with a curse that they 
would not eat nor drink until they had killed Paul,' Acts xxiii. 12. 
And many will make a vow and promise with themselves that they 
will never forgive their neighbour such an offence. And we read of 8 
covenant made with death and hell : whether it be meant of the king 
of Babylon or no, as he is called death and hell by the prophet, some 
evil covenant is intended thereby ; and thus a vow is made the bond 
of iniquity, and must be broken rather than kept, or indeed i t  mnst 
not be made. To TOW that which is sinful, this is like the hire of Ã 
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whore, or the price of a dog offered to the Lord for a vow, 
==iii. 2. ~t 18. must be in a matter weighty, necessary, and acceptable unto 

~ ~ d .  There are two things come under our vow and oath :- 
[I.] That which is our necessary work, religious obedience to God 

in the way of his commandment ; for this is not a rash and unneces- 
sary vow, but that we were sworn to in baptism ; this is that which 
David promiseth here, ' 1 have sworn, and 1 will perform it, to keep 
thy judgments.' And this is the vow which Jacob made, 
though there was something of a particularity he adds to it, Gen. 
xxviii. 20, 21 ; but the substance of i t  was this, ' If the Lord will be 
with me, and keep me in this way that I go, then shall the Lord be 
my ~ o d . '  There are many that will vow and promise trifles, and so 
infringe their own Christian liberty, and needlessly bind themselves 
in chains of their own making, where God hath left them free. This 
help is for the weight things of Christianit , not for by-matters. 
Those monkish by-laws I ave filled the world wit { superstition, not with 
religion, while they have been only conversant about some indifferent 

the power and 
slavery of the kingdom of Satan. 

Object. But here is a doubt may arise, How can I promise to keep 
God's law, since i t  is not in my power to do it exactly? i t  is impodble. 

Ans. 1. When David saith, ' I have sworn,' &c., he speaks not 
from a presumption of his own strength, but only declareth the sense 
of his duty, and useth his oath as a sanctified means to bind his heart 
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to God ; and therefore it is not to exclude the power of God's grace, 
or to presume of his own strength : God's assistance is best expected in 
God'iway. 

2. Suc vows and promises they are always to be interpreted to be 
made in the sense of the covenant of grace, for no particular voluntary 
or accessory covenant of ours can take away the general covenant 
wherein we stand engaged to God, but rather i t  must be included in it. 
Therefore when David saith, ' I will keep thy righteous judgments,' 
he means according to the sense of the covenant of grace, that is, ex- 
pecting help for duties and pardon for failings. - 

[I.] As expecting help from God, for so the new covenant gives 
strength to observe what it requires. Lex wet, evangelium @t- 
the law enforceth duty, the covenant of grace helps us to perform the 
duty required of us. The gospel it is a 'ministration of the Spirit,' 
2 Cor. iii. 8, and therefore promissory oaths, according to the sense 
of the new covenant, are made with a confidence upon the Lor& 
stren th and assistance. 

[2.f Seeking pardon for his failings. Infirmities may stand with 
the covenant of grace, provided we crave mercy and recover ourselves 
bv renentance. and so make no final breach with God: therefore . - this 

a keeping according to the measure of grace received, and as human 
frailty G i l l  emit. - 

Briefly. t f en. when are sins to be looked upon aa infirmities, and 
not as @juries and breach of covenant ? 

Am. When we would not voluntarily yield to the least sin ; but in 
case of great sin, we grow more watchful, more humble, more holy ; 
when our falls are such as David's when he had fallen foully: PB. 
hi .  6, ' Now thou shalt make me to know wisdom.' When upon our 
failings we are more ashamed of ourselves, more afraid of our weak- 
ness, more earnest to renew our former resolutions, more careful to 
wait upon God for grace to perform what he hath required of UB, 
more watchful, more circumspect; when we begin to grow wise by 
our own smartin in such cases an oath is not broken. Look, aa 
every failing of t f e wife doth not dissolve the marriage covenant, BO 
every failing on our part doth not dissolve the covenant between God 
and us ; and therefore, though there will be some infirmities, but yet 
when we are careful to sue out our ardon in the name of Christ 
Jesus, and you shall by your f a i l i n g s  more watchful, rircumspect, 
then we kee the covenant in a gospel sense. 

Doct. 3. That when we have sworn obedience to God, we muat 
religiously perform and observe what we have sworn to God. 

So Ps. lxxvi. 11, 'Vow and pay unto the Lord.' When we come 
under the bond of a vow, we must be careful to make payment ; it is 
a binding upon the heart. See how it is expressed. Num. xxx. 2, ' If 
a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his sod 
with a bond, he shall not break his word.' When we have bound 
ourselves with a bond, that is, when we have increased our bonds (for 
the ingeminating words in the Hebrew doth exceedin 1 increase the 

. When a man is bound upon a b o a  he shou!dnot lay fast 
z!oose with God, but be very careful to perform what \e hath 
sworn. God, on his part, hath sworn to the covenant, and he ia con- 
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stant in all his promises, and he certainly expects the like constancy 
from us, especially when we are so deeply bound, not only by his laws and 
&ligation of his mercies, but by the solemn consent of our own vows. 
we have bound ourselves, then, to keep them, whether we will or no. 
N ~ W ,  what reasons are there why we must 

1. .The same motives that inclined us at  perform rst to take ? our oath should 
persuade us to keep i t  whatever falls out. After trial we shall see no 
cause to re nt of our resolution, for God is ever the same that he 

and his commands are ever the same in all his righteous 
judgments, holy, just, good, profitable to the creature. Christians ! 
if we meet with any chan in our outward condition, any new im- 
$imenb, o positionsl anrdiscouragements that we were not aware 
of when we !i rst entered into our oath, it was our rashness, for we 

sit down and count the charges, we should allow for it. The 
first article of the new covenant was that we should deny ourselves, 
Mat. xvi. 24; and after vows we should not make inquiry, but before, 
Prov. xx. 25. When we are bound we must take our lot and hazard, 
and whatever comes we must perform them to God. 

2. Because our oath is a further aggravation of our sin, therefore 
better never swear than not to keep it:  Eccles. v. 5, 'Better it is that 
thou shouldest not vow, than vow and not pay.' God is mocked b 
an oath and a covenant when i t  is not observed. A man that refuset I 
to be listed doth not meet with the like punishment as he that runs 
from his colours ; so he that never came under the oath of God, 
doth not sin so much as he that hath sworn to his covenant. That 
which is but simple fornication in the Gentiles, in Christians it is 
adultery, breach of vow. Indeed, in things that are absolutely and in- 
dispensably necessary to salvation, we are bound to consent. Ay 1 
but when a consent thus solemnly made is broken, i t  aggravates the 
s in;  but when we shall be like the man in the Gos 1 that was 
possessed with the devil, whom no chains could hol i"= fast, when 
neither the bond of duty, nor the bonds of our own oaths and engage- 
ments will hold us, but we break all cords, the greater is our rebellion 
and disobedience to God. 

3. Therefore must we perform the obedience that we have sworn to 
God, because God hath ever been a severe and just avenger of breach 
of covenants. By way of argument, 6 m& ad maw,  those made 
with man; and therefore certainly he will avenge i is covenant so 
solemnly made with himself, and everywhere in scripture you will find 
i t  is propounded as a sure mark of vengeance. When one man hath 
sworn to another, and hath called upon the most high God to con- 
firm that covenant that he makes with him, if there be a failure, a 
trespass, though it be in point of omission, God hath avenged that 
covenant An instance for this you have Amos i. 9, ' For three trans- 
gressions of Tyros, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment 
thereof; because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom, and 
remembered not the brotherly covenant.' Tyros and Judah they 
were in covenant one with another, a mutual league offensive and deÃ 
fensive that were solemnly sworn. Now though God had many 
causes of his vengeance, and many quarrels with Tyros because of 
their idolatries, but chiefly because of breach of covenant, they forgat 
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the friendship that was between the children of Israel and Judah, and 
did not assist the people of Judah as they should, and were bound to 
do, but suffered them to be led into captivity, and spoiled by the 
Edomites and other nations. So for a sin of commission ; i t  is spoken 
of as a mark of sore vengeance : Ps. lv. 20, ' He hath put forth his hand 
against such as be at peace with him; he hath broken his covenant.' 
I n  those federal transactions and oaths that pass between man and man, 
God takes himself to be specially interested, and will see that the 
breach of them be severely punished. The next step is, not only 
between equals, but when a covenant hath been made with servants 

and Po0 r underlings, and would not set them free at the year of jubilee, 
see ow severely God threatens them, Jer. xxxiv. 16-18, for the 
breach of it ; nay a covenant made with enemies, Ezek. xvii. 18, 19. 
Nay, carry it one gradation higher, though the covenant were extorted 
by fraud, as the covenant made with the Gibeonites, Josh. ix. 19, 
20. They were part of the Canaanites, and God severely enjoined 
the Israelites that they should cut off all those nations; yet when 
they craftily got them into covenant, when this people were wronged 
by Saul, the Lord takes notice of it, 2 Sam. xxi. 1-3. See how God 
judgeth for them ; there were three years' famine and pestilence, 
which was not appeased until Saul's sons were hanged before the sun. 
Now the Lord hath ever been such a severe avenger of an oath 
between man and man, between his eople and their servants, between E his people and their enemies, and w en extorted from them, certainly 
in such a solemn covenant as he hath made between us and himself, 
and that in things absolutely necessary, in things enjoined before the 
covenant was made, it is not safe to break with God. Ananias, 
when he vowed a thing to the Lord, though he was free before, God 
strikes him dead. I t  is not free with us, whether we will obey, yea 
or nay, what is enjoined upon us ; therefore when we will break with 
God, what shall we expect but that he should avenge the quarrel of 
his covenant ? 

SERMON CXV. 

I h u e  sworn, and I will perform it, that I vnU keep thy rwhteowt 
judgments.-VEB. 106. 

DOCT. 4 . 1  now come to the fourth point, that our oath of obedience to 
God should be often revived and renewed upon us. 

David recognises and takes notice of the oath wherein he was bound 
to God. and here he 'renews it again, ' I will perform it.' It should 

- 

be so:- 
1. Because we are apt to forget, and not have such a lively sense of 

a thing long since done, so that we either break the oath, or perform 
our duty very negligently. Our old baptismal covenant we are apt to 
forget it, especially by being under the bond of it in innocency, and 
dedicated to God by the act of another, viz., our parents. The apostle 
instanceth in those that were baptized in grown years, 2 Peter i. 9; 
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he intimates they were apt to ' forget they were purged from their old 
sins.9 I suppose it relates to baptism in that clause, forgotten hie 
baptismal vow and obligation of renouncing his sin, and giving himself 
to the service of the Lord ; and therefore there should be a urpose to 
rnvive i t  upon our heart, and the obligation should ever and anon be 

new and fresh to quicken us to ouc duty. 
2. This forgetfulness it will cost us dear, it will be an occasion of 

many and great troubles. Jacob had for otten his vows of building 
an altar a t  Bethel ; God quickens him to his duty by sharp affliction: 
&n. xxxv. 1, ' Arise, o up to Bethel,' &c. God was fain to quicken 
him with a scourge. Samson, when his vow was broken, how many 
danger8 is he thrown into? taken, and bound, and made a sport of 
by the Philistines. God will rub up the memories of his servants 
by some shar and severe dispensations of his providence, when they 
are not sensib e of their vow and faith plighted to God. Never forget r 
your obligation to God : Deut. iv. 23, ' Take heed to yourselves, lest 
ye forget the covenant of the Lord your God.' 

Quest. But when should we renew our covenant, or our oath of 
allegiance to God ? 

1. Partly when we stand in need of some s cia1 favour from God, 
or when we draw nigh to him in some specia r duty ; as Jacob, when 
God manifested himself to him, and he had communion with him at  
Bethel, then he vowed a vow, Gen. xxviii. 21. So Num. xxi. 2, Israel 
vowed a vow to the Lord when they were in some distress ; and Ps. 
lxvi. 14, 'I will pay the vows of my distress, which I made when I was 
in trouble.' 

2. Again, after some special mercy, when under some love pang of 
spiritua? rejoicing, and we have a deep mnse of God's love to us, or a 
new pledge of his love to us either in spiritual or temporal benefits, 
and our soul melted out towards God in acts of spiritual rejoicing : Ps. 
cxvi. 8, 9, ' For thou hast delivered my soul from death, mine eyes 
from tears, and my feet from falling: I will walk before the Lord in 
the land of the living.' And when God breaks the force and power of 
enemies, when he makes the wrath of man turn to his praise, then Ps. 
kxvi. 11, 'Vow and pay unto the Lord your God.' Those pagan 
mariners they made their vows to God when the Lord delivered them: 
from the storm, Jonah i. 16. 

3. When all things go to ruin, when the state of reli 'on is collapsed, 
either in a nation or in our hearts, after some notable %' reaches of cove- 
nant by a people, or by a person, and we have warped from God, seem 
to have wrested ourselves out of his arms, then to bind ourselves to him 
again, and to renew our vows ; for upon this occasion doth Josiah enter 
into covenant with God, and ' cause the people to stand to the oath,' 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 

4. When we are to draw nigh to God in the use of the seals of the 
new covenant, when a man is to revive his own right in the covenant 
of grace ; so when we are to draw nigh to God in the Lord's Supper, 
which is the New Testament in Christ's blood, which is the seal of the 
mvenant, then we should solemnly bind ourselves to the duty of it, 
and swear to the Lord anew. 

Use. To press you with all earnestness te enter into covenant with- 
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God, and then to keep it and make i t  good ; to be sensible of the VOW 
of God upon you, and to keep firm in the bond of the holy oath. 

First, To enter into solemn obligation to God, a purpose of holy and 
close walking with God. I shall press you hereunto :- 

1. God's laws are holy, just, and good, therefore certainly we should 
not be backward to swear to him ; because we cannot bring oumelvea 
seriously to give up ourselves to the Lord, they are righteous judg- 
ments. Suppose you could be free, yet subjection to God were to be 
chosen before liberty; therefore, when Christ invites us to .take hi 
yoke upon ourselves, he doth not so much urge hia authority, ' All 
things are given to me of my Father,' therefore come to me; but he 
urgeth the sweetness of obedience, and the pleasure we may find in 
coming to him: Mat, xi. 29, 'My yoke is easy, and my burden in 
light.' If a man were free to choose whether he would be for God or 
no, yet the perfection or well-beinf of the reasonable nature bein f much concerned in obedience to God, you should choose those awn 
before liberty. What doth the Lord require of you? To be holy, 
just, temperate, often praying, and praising his name ; and are these 
things hard? A man is not a man if he do not yield to these thing, 
Titus ii. 12. All our duties are comprised in those three adverb4 
' soberly, righteously, godly.' By being sober, a man delights himself; 
and by being just and righteous, a man delights others : without thie, 
the world would be but like a den of thieves ; and by being godly, he 
doth delight God. If we had only leave to love God and serve him, 
much more when we have a command to serve him, to be often in com- 
munion with him, it is the hap test life in the world. There is a great s deal of pleasure, sweetness, an rational contentment doth accompany 
the exercise of these three graces, sobriety, righteousness, godliness. 

2. We are already obliged by God's command, so that whether you 
resolve or no, you are bound. There are some things that are left free 
in our own power before the vow paaseth ~ p o n  us ; as, Acts v. 4, ' Was 
i t  not in thy power ?' Ay l but there are other things that are not in 
our power. od a right over the creature is valid, whether he consent 
to it or no ; as the natural relation doth infer and enforce duty without 
consent. This is the difference between voluntary and natural rela- 
tions. Look, as a father is a father, whether the child own him or no 
in that quality and relation, and without his consent; a father as ti 
father liath a right to command the child. But there are duties that 
depend upon our consent, as in the choice of a husband or master. SO 
here is a natural relation between God and us, he our creator, we his 
creatures, he our superior, and we his inferiors, by reason of his autho- 
rity and eternal right; and God may urge this, ' I am the Lord,' thouwh 
he do not urge that, ' I am the Lord thy God.' Sometimes/ I am the 
Lord,' Lev. xviii. 5, his own sovereignty ; sometimes, ' The Lord thy 
God.' ver. 2 ; which argues our choice and consent to choose him for 
our God ; therefore thou art not free, 

3. Actual consent and resolution on our part is required, that the 
ficnse of our duty may be more explicit upon our heart: 2 Chron. 
8, 'Yield yourselves to the Lord.' In the original, Give the Lord the 
I m d  ; that is, strike hands with him, enter into covenant with him, 
say, Lord, I will be for thee, and thou for me ; choose him for your 

nortion, and give u yourselves to be the Lord's people : Rom. xii. 1, f 4 present your bo ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service.' He  alludes to the encharistical 

All our offerings must not be sin-offerings, but thank-offer- 
ings ; so present yourselves. Under the law, a man he brought his 
tt,ank-offering, and laid his hand upon it, ' Lord, I am thine.' I t  was 
implied in your baptism, and i t  is but reason that you should own your 
baptismal vow when you come to years of discretion. A bar in 
that ia made for an heir during his nonage, i t  is confirmed by him 
when he comes to age. You were dedicated to God's service when you 
were young, and knew not what you did ; now when you come to choose 
your own way, and at  years of discretion, you should stand to what wm 
done in your name to God; therefore there must be a serious and 
solemn consent of your heard 

4. It is for your profit to choose the strictest engagements ; not only 
to approve the ways of God, but purpose; not only purpose, but put it 
into a promise or declared resolution ; and not only resolve, but bind 
this resolution by an oath. W h y ?  For you have more reason to 
expect God's assistance this way than any other, because this is the 
appointed means practised by all the people of God when they expected 
the grace of the covenant. Surely God's blessing is best expected in 
his own way, and the greatest engagement to God the more apt to hold 
us to our duty than a looser engagement. 

5. Consider the necessity as well as the profit. 
n - -  - 
11.1 Laziness is the cause of our backwardness and hanging off from 

God. W e  are loath to come to God, are off and on, hang between 
heaven and hell ; we have many loose and wavering thoughts, until we 
come to a firm purpose and determination; but that engageth the 
hemb4er .  xxx. 21, ' Who is this that engageth his heart to draw nigh 
to me ?'-when you lay a command upon yourselves. W e  are weak 
and wavering in our purpones and wishes, but it pub  an end to this 
when we come once to a full and firm purpoae: Acts xi. 23, ' H e  
exhorted them all. that, with purpose of heart, they would cleave iinto 
the Lord.' Auatin, in his (WMSIOM, tells us how he would dally 
with God, and how long he struck 1 in the new birth, until he was re- 
solved, until he bound himself firmly to shake off all his carnal courses, 
and mind the business of religion. 

rn-  - ix, Because of our fickle&, and the Btrength of temptations that 
will raw us off from God. He that is not resolved cannot be con- Â¥ 
slant: Jamea i. 8, ' The double-minded man is unstable in all his 
Ways! Christians l when an unconetant and rebelling heart meets 
with temptation without, all our wishes and cold u p s e s  will come r to nothing, but we shall give out at  the first amau t, and be unstable 
in all our ways ; but when we are firm1 and habitually resolved, then 
Satan is discouraged. While we are t inking and deliberating what t We shall do, the devil hath some hope of us, we lie open to temptation; 
hut when he teeth the bent of the heart is t i e d  and settled, mid we 
hwe firmly bound ourselves to God, his hopes are gone. He that ia 

a wavering condition is easily overborne when temptation cornea, 
but a fired man ia d e .  Papem, feathers, and thin@ that lie loom 

Qu. 'stuck ' L E D .  - 
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upon the ground, are tossed up and down by every blast and puff o~ 
wind, but those things that are fastened to the ground, though the 
wind blows never SO strongly, they remain. Many set out towards the 
ways of salvation, but are discouraged, and turn back again to a course 
of sin ; but when you solemnly give up yourselves to God. then yon 
will not have so many tern tations as before. Look, as Naomi wag % ever dissuading Ruth that s e should not be a companion with her in 
her sorrows, but go back to her own country; but when she saw she 
was resolved, and steadfastly minded to go with her, then she left 
apeaking unto her, Ruth i. 18. Or let me take another instance, Acts 
xxi. 14. The disciples were persuading Paul that he should not go to 
Jerusalem, though they did even break his heart, they could not break 
his purpoBe ; but when they aaw that he was so set that he went bound 
in the spirit, then they said, ' The will of the Lord be done.' Thus will 
tempters be discouraged from importuning and setting upon ua to 
draw us off from God, when once our bent is fixed. By resolution we 
are quickened to more seriousness and diligence, for when once we 
come under the bond of the holy oath, the awe of an oath will still be 
upon US, and uicken UE to more diligence and serioumees, to make a 
business of re ? i on, whereas otherwise we make but a recreation and 
sport of it, andbut  a business by the by: Pa. xxvii. 4, One thing 
have I desired of the Lord ; that will I seek after.' When we have 
laid firm bonds upon ourselves, this makes us awe-ful, serious, and rem- 
lute in a course i f  obedience. 

Thus it directeth us to resolve. For the manner of entering :- 
1. It must be a resolution of heart rather than of the tongue: Jer. 

m. 21, Who is this that engageth his heart to seek the Lord?' 
Acts xi. 23, ' He exhorted them, that, with purpose of heart, they 
would cleave unto the Lord.' Resolutions are not determined by the 
tenor of our language SO much aa by the bent of the heart; therefore 
empty promises signify nothing, unless they be the result of our very 
souts, and not only of a natural conscience. Deut v. 29, the people 
did not dissemble certainly when the Lord a I peared to them by the 
sound of a trumpet and those mighty earthqua es ; but eaith the Lord, 
' Oh, that there were such a heart in them to fear me always 1 '  That 
there were a heart, and such a heart; that is, that this were not merely 
the result of an awakened conscience, but the resolution of a renewed 
heart. So Ps. lxxviii. 37, ' Their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they steadfast in his covenant.' Surely they did not dissemble in 
their distress, but their heart was not right with him ; that in, it wag 
not a sanctified heart, it was only the dictate of an awakened conscience 
for the present. 

2. When you thus engage yourselves to God, let it not be a weak, 
broken, but full resolution; cold wishes are easily overcome by the love 
of the world and a half purpose : Acts xxvi. 28, ' Almost thou per- 
uadest fne to be a Christian.' Carnal men, although they are not 
converted, yet they have a kind of half turn, almost, but not altogether. 
Upon a lively sermon, or in sickness, they have their purposes and 
wishes; but it is not a full strong bent of heart, and love must be ft 
serious bent : 1 Chron. xxii. 19, ' Kow set your heart and your soul to 
seek the Lord your God.' 
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3. It must not be a wish, but a serious resolution, such as is advised, 
all difficulties well weighed. I n  a fit and ang of devotion men will 
rewirt for God, but it will never hold: soah. xxiv. 19, ' Ye cannot 
serve the Lord, for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God, he will 
not forgive your transgressions nor your sins ;' and therefore you must 
reckon what i t  is to serve this holy God ; you must sit down and 
count the char es, what it is likely to cost you, that this dedication of 
yourselves to 6od may be grounded upon serious consideration. Do 
you know what lust of the flesh you must renounce, what interest of 
yours you must lay at his feet ? 

4. It must be a thorough, absolute, and perfect resolution, whatever 
i t  cost, as he that sold all for the pearl of price, Mat. xiii. 46. A 
marriage even made may be broken of f  ; some will take up religion 
by way of essay, to try how they like it, as men go to sea for pleasure, 
but will not launch so far into the deep but that they may be sure 
easily to get to shore again ; but a man for a voyage resolves upon all 
weathers. So, whatever disappointment, here is my business, thus will 
I do; and 'though he should kill me, yet will I trust in him,' Job 
xiii. 15. 

5. It must be a resolution for the resent, not for the future ; for 
all resolutions for the future are false: 5s. xxvii. 8, ' When thou midst, 
Seek ye my face;' like a quick echo, ' My heart answered, Thy face, 
Lord, will I seek.' And we must resolve so to engage presently, for 
what we do for hereafter it is but a cheat we put upon ourselves, 
merely to elude the workings of heart, to avoid the present impulse. 

6. I t  must be a resolution accordin to the covenant of grace, in a 
sense of our insufficiency and depen ence upon Christ, not in a con- s 
fidence of our own strength. Peter went forth in a confidence of his 
own resolution, and how soon did he miscarry ! Therefore we must 
resolve in the strength of God : Pa cxix. 8, 'I will keep thy precepts; 
0 forsake me not utter! ' If God forsake, all will come to nothing. 
Thus we should eolemnfi dedicate ourselves to his use and service. 

Secondly, Having entered into such a solemn en gement to be the 
Lord'8, keep this covenant and oath made with Clod. For motives :- 

1. From the nature of such a solemn engagement; it hath more in 
it than a single promise. There is in every solemn dedication or 
vowing of ourselves to God an attestation or calling upon God to take 
witness, and there is an imprecation. An attestation, a calling God 
to witness of our serious intentions to perform, and will you call God 
to be witness to a lie? And an imprecation, a calling upon God to 

unish us if we do the contrary ; therefore, being entered into the 
bond of m h  a holy oath, how should we tremble to break it 1 "For 
he that renews his oath of allegiance to God, he doth as i t  were dare 
God to do his worst, for you thereby wish some heavy pla e to fall 
upon your heads if you do not fulfil the duty of your oath; that is, 
he that eats and drinka the body and blood of Christ unworthily, he 
is guilty of damnation, guilty of the Lord's blood, because these 
solemn rites do not only confirm the promises, but confirm the 
threatening; and there is implied not only an invocation of blessing, 
but an imprecation upon ourselves; that is, if you do not fulfil the 
duty of the covenant, you offer yourselves as it were to God's curse. 
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2. Consider the tenderness of God's peo Ie in case of any oath or 

"g 
s mlemn promise, tho h it concerned their uty to man. Josh. ix. 19, 

20, it is spoken of t e league with the Gibeomtea, 'We have morn 
unto them by the Lord God of Israel: now therefore we may not 
touch them, lest wrath be upon us, because of the oath which we 
aware unto them.' They looked upon 
an oath. Now much more doth this 
God. Shall we not look upon it as a horrid 
solemn oath so solemnly renewed, and our faith 
Every sin of ours is made the more heinous 

3. Remember the great quarrel that Qod hath against the Christian 
world and all the professors of his name is about his covenant and 
oath taken. What is the reason God doth visit Christendom with 
famines, pestilences, inundations, and wars ? Because they do not stand 
to the oath of God that is upon them. Every professor of the name 
of Christ, he is supposed to be in covenant with God : Heb. x. 29, 
'Of how much sorer unishment shall he be thou ht worthy, who 
hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith % e w u  ewctitied 
an unholy thing ?' All visible professors of Christianity are under a 
covenant with God, to take God for their God, and to live as hia 
people ; now because of their looseness and profanenma, they do not 
stand to their engagement, therefore so many plagues are upon them : 
Lev. xxvi. 25, ' I will bring a sword upon you, that ahall avenge the 
uarrel of my covenant ;' that is, because they did not perform the 

duties morn to him. 
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