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Many heroes of the faith are unknown to us.  We don’t know the names of all those 

people in the early Church who laid down their lives for the gospel. We don’t know the 

names of all those people who went to the arena and the lions tore to pieces. We don’t 

know the people who during the Communist reign in Russia languished in prison and 

then perished.  But God knows every one of them. And each one was precious.  And the 

Scriptures says the death of his saints are precious in the sight of the Lord.
1
 

 

Those people didn’t hit the headlines. Even today we have been thinking in the past week 

of those hostages in Afghanistan.  They are not really in the headlines.  You have to 

search for them if you want news of the Lord’s people.  But those people who have laid 

down their lives received a rapturous welcome in glory.  

 

Well, in our reading in 1 Kings 21 we read of what I call an unsung hero. And as I have 

read this story during the week more and more I have come to respect this man Naboth.   

Naboth, perhaps, is a name that we know that is in the Bible. And perhaps we might 

remember a little of the story. But in general he is not a person that we take a lot of notice 

of. And yet I think and I hope as we finish with this word this evening we might come to 

the conclusion that he was a great man of God. And there are many lessons we can learn 

from this particular passage. 

 

Naboth was a man who stood in the way of officialdom.  Naboth was a nuisance to those 

who were in charge. And Naboth was simply removed. It didn’t matter what the Word of 

God said.  It didn’t matter that they were a people of God.  They didn’t refer to the Word 

of God. They just removed Naboth out of the way because he was the problem as far as 

they were concerned. 

 

Here was a man who was unwilling to give up the inheritance that God had given him to 

a wicked king.  He stood his ground and he paid the price.  

 

Now this account reminds us very clearly that even in what we call civilized countries we 

live under the authority of those who are in the continual process of robbing us of our 

godly inheritance.  Despite what the Word of God says and just like Ahab who must have 
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his way and perhaps even more so from Jezebel who obviously went behind Ahab’s back.  

But he didn’t undo what had been done. Just like that they must have their way. 

 

And so we find today there are those who do rule over us who snip away at our heritage 

and they must have their way.   

 

Their King Ahab here is presumably rebuilding. He is re-landscaping his garden or his 

palace, his estate in any event. And he wants that bit of ground that joins his and it 

belongs to this man called Naboth.  

 

The very practical lesson is don’t buy land next to royalty because they may want yours.  

So that is our first learning point, if you like, but I don’t think that’s [?] on him.   

 

But Naboth here is the man who is painted as the man who is in the way of progress.  If 

you weren’t a Christian, if you weren’t a person of God and you just happened to be in 

the land at that time and you were reading the headlines, you would read that Naboth was 

the pain.  The king wanted to remodel his garden, his estate.  And there was this little plot 

of land that wasn’t really very important. It didn’t appear to be very big and this man just 

wouldn’t sell.  How unreasonable of him not to do that. What a nuisance this man is. He 

is awkward. He is offered another piece of land.  It seems a very reasonable thing.  Come 

on, fall in with the king. Here is another piece of land. It is...you know, it can be not far 

away... But, no, he wouldn’t take that. He is the one being unreasonable.  

 

And everything is considered here except one thing.  That is the Word of God.  They 

could look at it every which way, but they would not look at it in the light of God’s 

Word.   

 

Now, the first thing I want to leave with you tonight is that the Christian’s standard of 

behavior must always be governed by God’s Word.  The Christian standard of behavior 

must always be governed by God’s Word. 

 

You say, “We know that. We know that.”   

 

We do know that, but we need to...it is one of those things in Scripture that comes out 

time and time again that we need to be reminded of. And we also need to be reminded 

because it can be a bit like the verse we looked at recently in John’s gospel where it says, 

“If ye know these things and do them, happy are ye.”
2
  And we can know things, but not 

do them. And we can know the Word of God and not always do it.   

 

I am told...I think it was Ian who told us this recently that in Parliament there is the box. 

I’m not sure if it is the dispatch box or not.  It may be. But there is that box you see on 

television when you...you look at Parliament there. And I think the Prime Minister puts 

his papers on it.  Apparently in that box is a copy of the Bible.  And in years past there 

have been times when proceedings in Parliament have stopped because we are not sure 

about this.  Let’s see what God’s Word says.   And they would get the Bible out.  
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Well, one assumes the Bible is still in there. You can never be too sure of that these days. 

But it would seem unbelievable to us that the Prime Minister whether it is Blair, Brown 

or Cameron would say, “Hang on a bit. Let’s see what God’s Word says about that.” 

 

Well, that’s what a Christian must do.  We must never have our Bible in a box, must we, 

and leave it there. We must say, “Now what am I going to do here?  Now, I wonder, what 

does the Bible say about that?” 

 

And whether you are faced with a moral issue—and sometimes we are.  Things can get 

closer to us than we think sometimes.  We think our dear friends have been confronted 

with the problem of murder and we have to think things through in a fresh way 

sometimes because it is not impacted on us before.   

 

We may look at the issue of abortion, perhaps. Or we are looking today in the news 

there’s lots of things about assisted suicide.  In all of those things we must be always be 

governed by the Word of God.   

 

Or it might be something that is not a moral issue, but the way we might struggle to 

interact in a particular situation or a personal issue, whether it is between you and another 

believer or the Lord. It is always we come back to the Word of God for the rule of all 

things.   

 

And the Christian has no right to say to the government, to a local authority, to a school 

authority, to any one certainly in authority in a church, we do not have the right to say, 

“We will give the Scriptures up.”  We cant’ say, “Well, I know the Bible says that, but 

another approach might be this. And well, let’s try this approach.”  We know that we live 

in a different age today. We have not got the right to give up the Scriptures for they are 

not ours to yield. This is the Word of God. And this Word of God, we read, is eternal and 

has been settled in heaven.
3
   So we are not to be a people, if you like to try and unsettle it 

on earth.  It is settled in heaven for our guidance on earth.   

 

And so when King Ahab wants to buy Naboth’s neighboring vineyard there are all sorts 

of reasons give why he should do that. So we have, for example, well, we might think, 

well somebody in higher authority wants it.  And it seems a good enough reason. Perhaps 

he should yield to the king.  That would seem a courteous thing to do. After all, it is only 

a vineyard.  And so we have the issues of authority and government. And the Lord said, 

didn’t he, “Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.”
4
  Be helpful where we can. 

Maybe it would be wise to please the king. 

 

Oh, but he is better to please the King of Kings. And we must never take our eye off of 

that thought. And so although someone in a higher authority wanted it, Naboth said, “I 

have got to go with this.” He hadn’t got all of this, of course, but he had got the early part 

of it, that was the governing document.  
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But then someone else says, “Well, it’s a good deal, Naboth.”  There’s always people 

who can come to that as Christians and they come to us and say, “Well, it is a good deal. 

We ought to do this.”  It is...it might be greed or it might be common sense. There is a  

fine line, isn’t there, between being a little bit greedy and doing what is common sense 

because, well, that will get us a little bit more.  

 

See, what did he say here?  The king said to Naboth, “I will give they for it a better 

vineyard.”
5
  Hey, that’s a good deal. If this belongs to the Lord and we are going to get 

something better, then surely that is like the man with the talents, isn’t it? He made 

something of it.  

 

Or he says, “I will give you its worth in money.”
6
  You know, that is not a bad deal, 

Naboth, because it is worth x amount, but because the king wants it, he’ll give you a bit 

more. Surely, that is a good deal.  

 

You know, sometimes that which we see as a good deal is not a good deal in heaven. We 

always need to think about that, don’t we?  The deals we make on earth are recorded in 

heaven.  It is always good to stop and think, “Well, this document I am signing, this 

perhaps large chunk of money I am about to spend or whatever it is transaction we are 

involved in.” Just think for a moment if you were signing this in the presence of the Lord.  

It just gives us time to stop and think.   

 

You know, to make an obvious profit might be a good thing. Nothing wrong in making a 

profit. Those are the things that make business go and commerce.  And the Scripture says 

that that is fine.  

 

Maybe the temptations are to trade on the Lord’s Day. We have to just pull back from 

that. And maybe there are...you know, there are other things that we should do that are 

just kind of over the edge.   

 

We must always come back to the Word of God. That must always be our governing 

document. 

 

Well, then someone says, “Well, hang on a minute, Naboth, you know. Let’s not get too 

excited here.  It is only a vineyard.  It is hardly a life and death thing. It is not a big issue. 

It is not like which God should we worship.  It is a piece of ground.”  Now, there is some 

truth in that. We ought not to haggle over things of naught.  But make sure the things that 

you give up are the things of naught.  This was not a thing of naught. This was not simply 

a piece of ground with a few grapes growing on it. It was something that could be said 

belonged to God.  It wasn’t Naboth’s to give up and we need to ensure that we don’t give 

up things that are not ours to give up.   
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6
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And so we see how quickly reasons appear to do something that really isn’t far short of 

common sense.  To sell that to get a better vineyard would have made some sense.   

 

But Naboth flatly refuses to budge and he says in verse three, “Naboth said to Ahab, The 

LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.”
7
 

 

In other words, put simply, he is saying, “If I sell this land to you, I am breaking God’s 

law. And yet with respect to you, Ahab, I have to obey God’s law.” 

 

We read in Numbers 36 and this is what Naboth would have had in mind. “So shall not 

the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every one of the 

children of Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.”
8
  In 

other words, they weren’t really meant to trade in land, particularly from tribe to tribe.  

But if you go into the kind of deeper Scriptures there, there was possibility for lease hold. 

And in one sense God had divided the land up and given them, if you like, leases on the 

land.  It was God’s land, but the people had leases on it.  And they weren’t to trade them 

across the tribes. They could sublease, if you like, according to the time and year of 

Jubilee.  You will remember that ever 50 years there was a year of Jubilee. And in the 

year of Jubilee the slaves went free. And in the year of Jubilee, the land all reverted back 

to the original holders of it.  I am putting that in simple language.   

 

And so if you were a bit of short of money and you had a field and you wanted to sell it, 

you could sell it, but you could only sell it for the period up to Jubilee. It would come 

back to you.  So if next year was the year of Jubilee you would get tuppence for it 

because that is only how long that person would have it for. It would have no value in 

that sense. But if you had a plot of land and you were selling it the year after Jubilee, 

there were 49 years, it would have some value to it.   

 

And so he could not sell it. The Lord forbade him to do so according to the law.  And so 

we see here that Naboth’s sole argument is that he cannot and he will not go against 

God’s Word. He had the best argument.   

 

Now Ahab didn’t think it was good argument. And Jezebel thought it was an awful 

argument. She had no truck with this whatsoever.  And Ahab, we don’t read him referring 

to the Word of God. 

 

So in the eyes of the world it wasn’t a good argument. But in the eyes of God it was the 

only argument.  That is where he stood and he was going to stand nowhere else.  And he 

wasn’t being deliberately awkward. He was being as accommodating as he could in 

trying to get Ahab, if you like, to realize that these are the things of God. And the trouble 

was it was Ahab who had shifted from the Word of God and not Naboth. And he is a 

great example for Christians to follow.  It is an essential point of Christian living that the 

Word of God is our final authority.   
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Secondly, Christians are sometimes called to pay the price of upholding God’s Word.  

There have been those in the New Tribes Mission that have laid down their lives for the 

gospel.  And Naboth here appears to be an innocent person in all of this. He is being 

upright. He is upholding God’s Word. So why should he die?  Why didn’t God come in a 

great demonstration of power and slay Ahab and exalt Naboth?   

 

I don’t know, because it wasn’t his will and purpose to do so.  

 

Why didn’t God come and vindicate his own Word in poor Naboth? Why did Naboth 

have to pay this price? 

 

Because that is what Christians have to do sometimes.  Because God and his ways are 

past finding out.  “My ways are not your ways saith the Lord.”
9
   

 

Why did our brethren a few months ago have to die in Turkey in those horrific 

circumstances?  One of the widows afterwards, did she not on the media say that she 

forgave her husband’s murderer. And it was said that the words that she spoke did more 

in that land of Turkey for the gospel’s sake then perhaps many Christians had done for 

decades, maybe longer.  Maybe that’s one reason why the Lord allowed that to happen, 

that that impact should be made.  We don’t know.  Eternity might reveal more.  But these 

are not things for us to look into.  These are some of the things that the Bible says are the 

hidden things of God.  We are called to follow the master to trust and obey.   

 

Why were these 22 Korean Christians taken kidnap in Afghanistan?  Why was the pastor 

killed on his 42
nd

 birthday simply for being in a land and trying to help people who 

needed help? 

 

A read of a man during the week in North Korea.  Remember South Korea is free.  It was 

Christians from South Korea that are in Afghanistan at the moment as hostages. In North 

Korea it is probably one of if not the most restrictive regime that there is.  And many 

Christians there—there are Christians in prison—but a number of Christians have found 

it so difficult that they try to escape into China.  Sadly China repatriates them back to 

North Korea. And when they are repatriated back to North Korea they are immediately 

put in prison.   

 

There is one man in particular Sun Jong Nam. He had been persecuted for some time in 

North Korea and he escaped to China and he was repatriated. And today as we sit here in 

a reasonable comfortable chapel he is back in a North Korean prison.  And don’t imagine 

prison in North Korea like anything we think of here.  There is no TV in the corner.  

There is no comfortable bed there. And he is expected to be executed. And he has done 

nothing other than what you have done.  He hasn’t done anything as far as we can 

ascertain different to simply worshipping the Lord.  He is a Naboth. He, unless the Lord 

intervenes, will pay the price of being a Christian. He has upheld the Word of God.   
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And we know in some countries at different periods of history, to be a Christian might 

well be that you were called to lay down your life.   

 

We quoted earlier about the Lord Jesus Christ talking about taking up our cross daily and 

following him.  He didn’t simply mean taking up a burden. The cross was a sign of death 

.And one of the aspects of that word is that each day we take up the potential of dying for 

him.  When the Lord spoke about those that give up their life will gain life didn’t always 

mean that they were going to die.  But it did for many of them. And never think that we 

are divorced from such things here. We know that our freedoms are eroded, our heritage 

is given to the wind. And we will...we are already called to make some hard decisions.   

 

I read in the news yesterday that we had thought that under recent legislation a Christian 

guest house could not refuse a same sex couple to share a room. And it was confirmed in 

the news yesterday. They cannot do that.  And so a Christian guesthouse owner either has 

to allow that gross sin to take place or he or she must close up their business. 

 

You know, there is a decision a Christian is having to make and a number of Christians 

around the country are having to make that decision today, the difficult thing for them to 

do to perhaps give up their livelihood because they are going to be a Naboth. They are 

going to stand where the Word of God stands.   

 

That’s just a little example. As time goes on more and more of our heritage is being 

eroded that impacts on us.  There are jobs we can’t do anymore because of these things.  

 

My friends, we are to stand and identify with the Naboth’s of this world. Don’t think it is 

not going to impact on us.  And even if you feel it isn’t at the moment do take into prayer 

those people that are really struggling at the moment in these difficult situations.   

 

Thirdly, will you notice that God will always be vindicated? God will always be 

vindicated.  No matter whether people flout his Word or not, his Word will always 

prevail. It must, for it is God’s immutable Word. It is unchangeable. “Heaven and earth 

may pass away, but my Word,” says God, “will never pass away.”
10

  It is more permanent 

than this earth.  It is more permanent than the sky above us.  

 

And Ahab in his discussion here, he doesn’t mention God’s Word. It is not mentioned at 

all. He makes no reference to it. It is as if God’s Word doesn’t exist.  It has no place 

before the matter in hand. And so today the issues of life around us, in the world, in our 

society, the Bible has no place.  In fact, worse than that they would say, “We don’t want 

this because, well, it is religious, isn’t it?  And, anyway, that is just one religion.” And so 

the Bible has no place for discussion in any forum today, perhaps apart from the Church 

and not always in that case. 

 

To quote the Bible in a public discussion is to bring ridicule and comments of irrelevance 

and that is sad. But God’s Word will be vindicated.  God’s Word is still quick and 
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powerful. God’s Word is still a two edged sword. It is still the out breathed Word of God.  

And it is still God’s Word to mankind and it is still ignored at our peril.  

 

And so with this ignoring of God’s Word we find out hero is brought back on the stage. 

Not Naboth this time, but Elijah in verse 17.  “And the word of the LORD came to Elijah 

the Tishbite, saying, Arise, go down...”
11

  Often you have to go down to meet sinners.  

“Go down to meet king Ahab.”
12

 

 

And the Lord knew all that had taken place.  He knew where Ahab was. Elijah hadn’t 

known.  Elijah had been kind of sidelined for a time here.  But God knew. He brings his 

man back on stage.  He knew all that had taken place. He knew where Ahab was. He 

knew why he was there.  And the Lord pronounces judgment on him. Thou shalt say this 

unto him in verse 19.  

 

“Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed...”
13

 

 

“I didn’t kill. Jezebel arranged all of that. She sent letters under my seal.” 

 

No, he was responsible for that.  “Thus saith the LORD, Hast thou killed, and also taken 

possession?”
14

  He had broken the law of God in murder, caused it to happen or had been 

quiet in allowing it to happen and he had taken possession of that which he had no right.  

He had stolen and he had stolen not just from Naboth.  He had stolen from God. “nd thou 

shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the LORD, In the place where dogs licked the 

blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood.”
15

 

 

Fair enough. That’s what you did to Naboth. That is what is going to happen to you. An 

eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth in this particular instance here.  And, my friends, 

God’s Word was vindicated.   

 

We read in 2 Kings in chapter nine—I can’t read all the verses—but there there was a 

man. Jehu said to Bidkar his captain—Jehu was king then—“ Take up, and cast him in 

the portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou 

rode together after Ahab his father, the LORD laid this burden upon him.”
16

  What he is 

saying is they were there. They heard the conversation, “remember how that, when I and 

thou rode together...”
17

  He had overheard what had been said. He as a silent witness to 

the promise of God.  And Jehu saw himself as God’s agent in fulfilling Elijah’s 

prediction. 

 

And so if you read the end of chapter nine of 2 Kings it says, “And when Jehu was come 

to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out 
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 1 Kings 21:17-18 
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 See 1 Kings 21:18 
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 1 Kings 21:19 
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at a window.”
18

  She was trying to get herself respectable. “And as Jehu entered in at the 

gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master?”
19

 

 

I’m not going to read all the verses, but basically she was cast out. And they went to bury 

her for she was, as it says there, the daughter of...she was the husband of the king. She 

was also, I think, daughter of a king. She is the king’s daughter it says. They went to bury 

her but they found her for the animals had really had a go at her.
20

  And so we read in that 

passage how that Ahab came to the end that Elijah foretold upon Jehu. And Jezebel came 

to that end.  It didn’t happen to Ahab himself, but it happened to his Son.  And we will 

see that in a few moments.  

 

My friends, today our voices are lost when we tell those in authority they have no power 

to take away a man’s right to believe. They have no power to take away the right the man 

has to behave according to God’s Word.  And when we are restricted in these things, as I 

say, even in the use of our premises. If we were to advertise the use of that hall, all of the 

sudden we must let it to anybody. We can only not do that by not, as it were, letting it 

out. We are governed by so much of what we think and do.   

 

My friends, those Christians who are persecuted tonight it is but for a season.  See, it is 

only for a little while.  God’s Word will be vindicated. They will be vindicated. God is 

patient in his judgment. He lengthened out, remember, Methuselah’s life to be the man 

who lived the longest because he was holding back the great flood that would come. But 

eventually judgment did come. And so it will be today. God is lengthening, as it were, the 

day of grace.   

 

We read in Acts 17 God has appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 

righteousness.
21

 

 

“Behold,” we read in Revelation, “he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, 

and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of 

him.”
22

  God’s Word will be vindicated. 

 

Oh, my friends, may none of us think we can fool God or that God will look over sin.  

My friends, rather look to the crucified Savior and see him bearing sin of his people.  

 

And, you know, there are those who say, “Well, this is awful to talk of judgment and to 

talk of wrath.” But, my friends, the awfulness of that is only underlined when we balance 

that by saying, “Look to the love of God in Jesus Christ.”  Oh, that we would do that. 

 

Let me bring you one more point tonight. It is a brief one. We see here a man coming to 

at least a measure of repentance.  I don’t know, as we read those earlier chapters, whether 
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 See 2 Kings 9:32-35 
21

 See Acts 17:31 
22

 Revelation 1:7 



Page 10 of 12 

 

we would have ever thought that it would have happened. Some commentators seem to 

ignore Ahab’s repentance. Others dismiss it as superficial. Not everything is revealed to 

us, but what we know is that despite Ahab’s wickedness the Lord did acknowledge 

Ahab’s repentance.   

 

Remember Ahab was a most wicked king. He had turned God’s people more and more 

into immoral Baal worship. Remember, he was a weak minded man. He lacked moral 

fiber. He acted like a spoiled child, well, over of this bit of land, for example.  And he 

was a tool in Jezebel’s hands. In verse 25 there we read, “But there was none like unto 

Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom 

Jezebel his wife stirred up.”
23

  He did very abominable in following idols.
24

  And so it 

goes on. He kind of almost generated evil.  

 

But then look what happens when he hears the judgment of God.  It says in verse 27, 

“And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes.”
25

  Ok.  

That doesn’t show much repentance. He has probably got some more to wear.  But he did 

tear them. “[He] put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went 

softly.”
26

  In other words, he was very calm all of a sudden. There was a change in this 

man. 

 

But was it real?   

 

“And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite.”
27

  And here it is. The Lord is 

coming in again to say something to Elijah and he says to him, “Seest thou how Ahab 

humbleth himself before me?”
28

  So God acknowledged that despite maybe some 

superficiality here that Ahab had humbled himself because, it says, “He humbled himself 

before me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son’s days will I bring the evil 

upon his house.”
29

 

 

And so the judgment of God, as far as the house of Ahab, was delayed a generation.  

Maybe he repented in the face of judgment. Maybe his heart wasn’t changed. I don’t 

know.  We mustn’t go where we don’t know.  What we do know is that no one can be 

delivered from sin without repentance. And Ahab displayed a measure of repentance.  

 

Well, we need to move away from Ahab and what we know and what we don’t know to 

our own soul’s condition.  A repentance wrought by the Spirit of God that we might 

loathe our sin and leave it and seek the Lord, that is what we desire and that is what Ahab 

needed.   
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Let’s just wrap this to a close then. We have looked at four things: The Christian standard 

of behavior must always be governed by the Word of God.  Naboth is an unsung hero.  

That is what he did. He said, “I can’t sell it to the king because it is not mine to sell.  

God’s Word, the law of God says I can’t do that.” 

 

Then, secondly, we saw that Christians are sometimes called to pay the price of 

upholding God’s Word. Naboth did that.  He was tricked, wasn’t he?  Jezebel tricked 

Ahab as well.  She took his field. She wrote letters and brought two wicked men of 

Belial, of Baal to lie and say he had blasphemed God. And so he was taken out and 

stoned.  So much for justice and a trial. And that is what happens to Christians sometimes 

even today.   

 

And then we saw, thirdly, that God’s Word will always be vindicated.  There will come a 

time when Ahab will be raised to judgment, Naboth into glory.   

 

And then we see the importance of repentance.  We saw a man as wicked as Ahab 

coming at least in a measure of repentance.  

 

Let’s apply this.  And first of all may we ever be ready to stand up and be counted for the 

Lord.  You know, we say, “Well, yes, we know that.” But it is only by hearing messages 

like this every so often that we can be sharpened in the things of God, that our faith might 

be strengthened to realize and underline again that we stand in a difficult day. And even 

by living a Christian life, straight out of the Scriptures and just trying to do what is right, 

that is being a Naboth quite often. People will look at us and say, “I don’t quite 

understand why they do that and why they don’t do that. There is something strange 

about them.” And they begin to see that we are a people of God. 

 

And it is God who comes and does that work and vindicates his Word.   

 

You see, he said there, “The LORD forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my 

fathers unto thee.”
30

   

 

And, my friends, as we have that inheritance of biblical Christianity that is being stolen 

from us.  I understand that.  I understand that the world is in sin and that they will steal 

our Christian heritage. It is not in their interest. It is an intrusion into their lives.  It may 

be stolen. But, my friends, may we never give it away.  May we never just give it up.  For 

it is a part of the Christian warfare to lay hold of the gospel and to protect it in that sense. 

 

And then, secondly, however difficult things might be remember that God will be 

vindicated and in him all his people will be vindicated.  For we will be there on that day 

when he comes as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  The world has yet to experience the 

great tribulation of God as he pours out his wrath upon this world.   

 

And yet in the midst of all of that there are calls to repentance.  The day will come when 

every knee will bow, when every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ, indeed, is Lord.   
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And sometimes we struggle with the concept of suffering here and I can understand that.  

But Paul says the sufferings here are nothing—and he suffered—they are nothing to be 

compared with the glory to come.
31

 

 

And we struggle with that sometimes because we don’t have to suffer as many Christians 

have done.  But, my friends, remember that our time here is as nothing compared to 

eternity. Let us go into this week and use the time wisely. Let us be ready to stand as 

Naboth did on the Word of God. Those who lose their lives here lose nothing here, but 

gain so much in eternity. 

 

My friends, may the Lord so help us to live uprightly before him that we might walk 

worthy and we may, each one, be led to repentance and to faith in him who loved us and 

gave himself for us.  Amen. 
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 See Romans 8:18 


