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[. Facing the Facts of Reality (v1-5)
A. The immensity of God’s purpose.

[saiah 55:8 & 9 (ESV) For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
declares the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.

[saiah 5:6 (ESV) I will make it a waste; it shall not
be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall
grow up; [ will also command the clouds that
they rain no rain upon it.

Ezekiel 34:26 (ESV) And I will make them and
the places all around my hill a blessing, and I will
send down the showers in their season; they
shall be showers of blessing.

B. The evidence of guilt.

1 Timothy 4:2 (ESV) through the insincerity of
liars whose consciences are seared,

Psalm 32:3 & 4 (ESV) For when I kept silent, my
bones wasted away through my groaning all day
long. 4 For day and night your hand was heavy
upon me; my strength was dried up as by the
heat of summer. Selah

C. The grace of need.

Romans 11:6 (ESV) But if it is by grace, it is no
longer on the basis of works; otherwise grace
would no longer be grace.

Ephesians 2:1-5 (ESV) And you were dead in the
trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3

among whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body
and the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being
rich in mercy, because of the great love with
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in
our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved—

Hosea 5:15 (ESV) I will return again to my place,
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my
face, and in their distress earnestly seek me.

[I. Corrective Treatment (v6-16)
A. The grace of restraint.

Romans 12:17-21 (ESV) Repay no one evil for
evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in
the sight of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends
on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, [ will
repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give
him something to drink; for by so doing you will
heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

2 Corinthians 4:5 & 6 (ESV) For what we
proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’
sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.

B. The pathway to repentance.

Hebrews 12:5 & 6 (ESV) And have you forgotten
the exhortation that addresses you as sons? “My



son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the
Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For
the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives.”
Hebrews 4:12 & 13 (ESV) For the word of God is
living and active, sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13 And
no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom
we must give account.

2 Timothy 3:16 & 17 (ESV) All Scripture is
breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 4:2 (ESV) preach the word; be ready
in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and
exhort, with complete patience and teaching.
James 1:23-25 (ESV) For if anyone is a hearer of
the word and not a doer, he is like a man who
looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24
For he looks at himself and goes away and at
once forgets what he was like. 25 But the one
who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but
a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.

[II. The Burden of Isolation (v17-23)
A. The captivity of aloneness.

Matthew 13:22 (ESV) As for what was sown
among thorns, this is the one who hears the
word, but the cares of the world and the
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it
proves unfruitful.

Psalm 102:6 & 7 (ESV) [ am like a desert owl of
the wilderness, like an owl of the waste places; 7
[ lie awake; [ am like a lonely sparrow on the
housetop.

B. Mercy’s steps to confession.

Romans 2:4 (ESV) Or do you presume on the
riches of his kindness and forbearance and
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance?

2 Corinthians 7:10 (ESV) For godly grief
produces a repentance that leads to salvation

without regret, whereas worldly grief produces
death.

Proverbs 28:13 (ESV) Whoever conceals his
transgressions will not prosper, but he who
confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

IV. The Grace of God’s Presence (v24-35)
A. The tenderness of Joseph.

Hebrews 12:10 & 11 (ESV) For they disciplined
us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but
he disciplines us for our good, that we may share
his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline
seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those
who have been trained by it.

Psalm 145:9 (ESV) The Lord is good to all, and
his mercy is over all that he has made.

Psalm 119:77 (ESV) Let your mercy come to me,
that I may live; for your law is my delight.

B. Another test: will they ditch their brother or
have they changed?

Psalm 139:23 & 24 (ESV) Search me, O God, and
know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts!
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!

Luke 22:31 & 32 (ESV) “Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift
you like wheat, 32 but I have prayed for you that
your faith may not fail. And when you have
turned again, strengthen your brothers.”

C. The kindness of Joseph leads to fear.

Romans 12:20 & 21 (ESV) To the contrary, “if
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him something to drink; for by so doing you
will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Proverbs 28:1 (ESV) The wicked flee when no
one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion.

V. Focusing On Anxiety (v36-38)

A. FEAR = False Evidence Appearing Real



1 Kings 19:10 (ESV) He said, “I have been very
jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the
people of Israel have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, am
left, and they seek my life, to take it away.”
Lamentations 3:19-24 (ESV) Remember my
affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood
and the gall! 20 My soul continually remembers
it and is bowed down within me. 21 But this I call
to mind, and therefore [ have hope: 22 The
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore [ will hope in him.”

B. Refusal of comfort leads to additional pressure
from God.

Genesis 37:34 & 35 (ESV) Then Jacob tore his
garments and put sackcloth on his loins and
mourned for his son many days. 35 All his sons
and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but
he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall
go down to Sheol to my son, mourning.” Thus his
father wept for him.

Psalm 77:2 (ESV) In the day of my trouble I seek
the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out
without wearying; my soul refuses to be
comforted.

Hosea 2:15 (ESV) And there I will give her her
vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of
hope. And there she shall answer as in the days
of her youth, as at the time when she came out of
the land of Egypt.

Psalm 30:5 (ESV) For his anger is but for a
moment, and his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping
may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the
morning.

Romans 8:16-18 (ESV) The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer
with him in order that we may also be glorified
with him. 18 For I consider that the sufferings of
this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory that is to be revealed to us.



