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Alright, if you would this evening, I want you to open your Bibles to Psalm 15. I covered 
Psalm 14 probably about two weeks ago. I want to go over the 15th Psalm tonight. It's 
very short, only five short verses, but so you'll understand something this evening, the 
14th and the 15th Psalm, it's almost like they go together. It's almost like they're talking 
about the exact same thing which is the depravity of mankind, mankind's total inability, 
and this is key to understanding who we are outside of the grace of God. It's key to 
understanding unconditional election, that doctrine of unconditional election that so many
people have a problem with. It's also key to understanding that regeneration precedes 
faith. No one on this planet has ever had saving faith prior to regeneration. Faith is a gift 
from God. Grace is a gift from God but so is that faith and faith comes after regeneration.
Not before. In other words, you're not born again because of something you do, you're 
born again simply by the gift of God, regeneration. It's also key in understanding that bad
word that a lot of people don't want to use, that word predestination. If you understand 
the total depravity and total inability of mankind, it will better help you understand that, 
yes, regeneration precedes faith; yes, it will help you better understand the doctrines of 
unconditional election and even the doctrine of predestination. 

This glorious Psalm is a continuation of Psalm 14 dealing with the depravity of man. 
Let's read Psalm 14. Psalm 14:1, the Bible says,

1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they 
have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD 
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were 
any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they are 
all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 4 
Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as 
they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. 5 There were they in great 
fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous. 6 Ye have shamed the 
counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge. 7 Oh that the 
salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back 
the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

Now I want to read one verse out of Psalm 15,
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1 LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill? 

That's a question. That's a very important question. Are you gonna abide in the presence 
of God? Are you going to be able to abide in the presence of the sovereign, just and thrice
holy sovereign God of all creation? Are you going to be able to dwell in his holy hill? 
Because God looked down upon men and he said, "There's no, not one that doeth good." 
Folks, that's our state before God's grace breathes life into us.

The beginning of this Psalm deals with the question, "LORD, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle?" Folks, there's only one answer to that question and that's Christ. "Who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill?" There's only one answer to that question and that's Christ. There 
is none of us in here tonight outside of the grace of God, outside of the Lord Jesus Christ,
that can abide in the presence of God. Salvation is a gift, you need to understand that, and
when you've been granted that gift, my friend, you are in Christ and Christ is in you, and 
then you can abide in the presence of a thrice holy God. 

That is understanding our position, our depraved state, our total inability. People say, "I 
don't like that. It makes me feel so bad." Good. Good, because it makes you to know in 
yourself you can't do it. It makes you to know within your church you can't do it. It 
makes you to know within your self-righteousness and all of your goodness that you can't
do it. So the only answer to that question is who? Christ. There is no other name given 
among men, given under heaven whereby we must be saved, and that name is Jesus.

I was listening to a debate yesterday, a very interesting debate, as a matter of fact, I 
listened to it twice, and it was a debate on unconditional election, and it also brought into 
that debate the total depravity of mankind, and the people are trying to debate and say 
that, "You know, God does this, he does predestinate but he does not predestinate in an 
absolute sense." In other words, it's still totally up to man's will. It's still totally up to 
man. God predestinates based off of man's future choice. Well, then that makes salvation 
conditional upon the man and Jonah 2:9 says salvation is of the Lord. Psalm 14 and 
Psalm 15 teaches that we are totally depraved and we have the inability to approach God 
on our own.

So in this debate, this gentleman is asking the question when he's dealing with 
regeneration preceding faith, he's dealing with the doctrine of unconditional election, he's
dealing with the doctrine of predestination in the absolute sense, not in the prescient view
of God looking forward into the future to see who's going to believe in him. Folks, that's 
baloney. That doesn't make any sense. God having to look forward down through time 
when God created time? If God has to look forward, he's not all-knowing, at that moment
he's having to look forward. If God has to look forward to see your future choice, then 
God is learning. That doesn't make any sense. Isaiah 46:10 says he declared the end 
before the beginning saying, "My counsel shall stand and I will do all my pleasure. I am 
God and beside me there is none else." 
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That is the God of the Bible. Now you can take it or leave it. This is a hard saying, who 
can hear it? But this gentleman is asking this other gentleman the question, the Calvinist 
is asking the Arminian the question who does not believe in predestination in the absolute
sense, and he asked him, he said, "Who created man?" He said, "God did." He said, "So 
God created all men?" He said, "Yes, God created all men and God gave all men a will." 
He said, "Okay." He said, "So why is it some," just hear me out now, I'm going 
somewhere with this, "Why is it some that hear the same message choose to believe and 
others don't believe?" And he said, "Well," he said, "I really don't know." He say, "But 
who made man?" "God made man." "Who made man's mind?" "God made man's mind." 
"And who made man's emotions?" "God made man's emotions." "Who gave man a will?"
"God gave man a will. So why is it these over here will to believe and will to choose in 
God after they've heard the Gospel, and these over here will not to?" He said, "I don't 
know." He said, "Because that's the way God made them." Why? Because salvation is of 
the Lord. We are totally depraved. We are totally unable within ourselves to approach a 
holy God. We will not want this glorious gift. Why? Jesus said, "Men love darkness 
rather than light." Before the grace of God breathed life into me, I did not care about the 
things of God. I did not care about the things that are holy and the things that are 
righteous. All I wanted was to please myself. But God, God is the one who breathed life. 

It is the depravity of man that Psalm 14 and Psalm 15 is talking about here. Psalm 14:2-3,
"The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any
that did understand, and seek God." Verse 3 of Psalm 14, "They are all gone aside, they 
are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one." My friend, we 
are a fallen race. Do you know that? We're not getting any better. This election coming 
up in November, why, it's not going to fix our problems. It's not going to fix our 
problems, my friend. This right here is just a temporary dwelling place for the elect of 
God. We're just sojourners. We're just passing through, amen? This is not my home. 
Heaven is my home because of what God has purposed and God has planned and God 
breathed life into me and I've been made to know that. Lay not your treasures up down 
here where rust and dust and moth and those things can corrupt, but the Bible said to, 
"Seek ye first God and his righteousness and all of these things will be added unto you."

We spend our lives working and trying to make money and then trying to just get it all. 
What is the old saying Curtis Hudson used to say? Get all you can and can all you get and
sit on the can and hope for the rest. That's what we do. That's in our nature. That's the 
depravity of man. We want to please the flesh but Jesus said, "Oh, there's something 
much more great than the temporal things of this world. Oh, there's that which is eternal. 
What would it profit a man if he gained the whole world and lose his soul?" What would 
he give in exchange? If you were the richest man on the planet tonight, if you had all the 
money, if you had all the gold, if you had all of the Euro and all of the British pounds and
all of the Japanese, yen, all the currency, all the silver, all the gold, you have it all but 
didn't have Christ, you would still be poor. Oh, you would be a wretch. Oh, but with 
Christ, bless God, I've been made an heir of God and a joint heir of Jesus and this earth is
his footstool.
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We are a fallen race. We are a broken people. We are filthy and unrighteous even in our 
very own goodness and Isaiah 64:6 says all of our righteousness in the eyes of God are 
but filthy rags. Do you realize something tonight, all it takes to be saved is faith? That's 
it. That is it. Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, that God the Father hath raised him from the 
dead, that he bore your sins on the cross and it's paid, bless God. It is finished. Now what 
comes after faith, that's a genuine evidence of that faith? Repentance and works and these
good things will follow after faith but all it takes to be justified with God is faith in his 
Son. That's a gift. That's a gift.

Let us read Psalm 15.

1 LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy 
hill? 2 He that walketh uprightly 

Here's the answer to the question who's gonna abide in the Lord's tabernacle? Folks, that's
God, that's the third heaven. Who can abide in thy tabernacle? Who can dwell in thy holy 
hill? Oh, right here's the answer. Let me ask you, examine yourself tonight, see if these 
next four verses, see if this is you because I guarantee you there ain't a one of us in here 
can meet up to this criteria right here outside of Christ. Christ is the only one who ever 
met up to this criteria and that's what it's gonna take to be right with a holy God is to be in
Christ.

who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 2 He 
that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth 
in his heart. 3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 4 In whose eyes
a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He
that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 5 He that putteth not out 
his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth 
these things shall never be moved.

Folks, I can't meet up to that tonight nor can you. There ain't no one of us in here, there 
ain't no one of us in here.

Turn with me if you would to Psalm 24. Do you remember the question David asked in 
Psalm 15:1? "Who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" Look 
at Psalm 24:4, verse 24:3, right here's almost the exact same question again, "Who shall 
ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?" Verse 4, "He that
hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation." There is only one that answered that question, there is only one 
that answered the question in Psalm 15:1 and it's, "No, not I." It's, "No, not you," tonight 
but it's Christ and the question is are you in Christ and is Christ in you because that's the 
only way you shall abide in his tabernacle. That is the only way that you shall dwell in 
his holy hill is to be in Christ.
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Look at that question again, Psalm 15:1, "LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
shall dwell in thy holy hill?" Can you answer that today? Can you honestly beyond a 
shadow of a doubt with all full assurance and say, "I am in Christ. No, I cannot myself 
but greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world. And yes, through and by the 
grace of God, by faith in the finished work and the person of his Son, I can dwell in his 
holy hill." Folks, that one that your faith is in, that brings you into the presence, God's 
provisions for your answer for that question is Christ and Christ alone. That is God's 
provision for God's plan of salvation.

Do you understand something tonight: God is never going to ask you to do something 
that you cannot do. He's never going to demand anything of you that you cannot do, and 
if God demands, my friend, that you be in Christ, he is offering Christ to you. Has the 
Holy Spirit breathed life into you to make you to realize that tonight because in yourself 
you cannot do it. "The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see 
if there were any that did understand, and seek God. They are all gone aside, they are all 
together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one." And the Apostle Paul 
took Psalm 14, those two verses from Psalm 14, and he reiterated that again in Romans 3,
dealing with the total inability of mankind. 

Paul also tells us who we were before God's effectual grace breathed life into us in 
Ephesians 2 and Paul said that we "were dead in trespasses and sins. Wherein in time past
ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: Among whom also we
all," we all, not just you but your pastor too, all right? Every single man, woman, boy, 
girl, child, before God's effectual grace toke hold of their life, we all "had our 
conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of
the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others." Do you realize 
something? That's who we were. We are a fallen broken people so God took the 
initiative. Oh, ain't you glad? Ain't you glad God took the initiative because if God hadn't 
of taken the initiative and purposed in his own will to love some and offer effectual grace
to some, then we'd all be going to hell tonight because the natural man "receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him. Neither can he know them 
for they are spiritually discerned. Jesus came unto his own and they received him not, but
as many as did receive him, to them he gave power to become the sons of God which 
were born not of flesh and blood, nor of the will of flesh, nor of the will of man but of 
God." To God be the glory. God took the initiative, amen? 

"As it is written," Paul said in Romans 9:16, "as he saith unto Moses, I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion, and I will have mercy on whom I will have
mercy. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
sheweth mercy." Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid, far as he saith, "I have 
raised up pharaoh for this purpose so that my glory and my power might be known 
throughout all of the earth. Therefore I will harden whom I will." Now who said that? 
Bless God, that's what God said, amen? God said, "I'm in charge of this thing tonight," 
and salvation is a gift, it's a free gift of God, and when God has revealed himself unto you
then, bless God, that faith, oh, that glorious faith, that faith will change your life, it'll 
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change everything about you. It will produce repentance and it will bring forth good 
works. Why? "We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works which 
God hath before ordained that we should," that we should, let me say that one more time, 
hello? "We should walk in them." Not you might, but you will. Jesus said, "You have not 
chosen me but I have chosen you and I ordained you that you go forth and bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain."

The Apostle Paul tells us who we are. We are fallen. We are a broken people. We are 
totally unable with our own self. Why? Because we're dead and that's what Psalm 14 and 
Psalm 15 teach us, and Psalm 15 teaches the only answer to this problem is the one who 
is righteous, the one who is totally upright, the one who has no deceit in his heart, and my
friend, that's none of us here tonight but that's Christ. God demonstrated his love toward 
us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for me, Christ died for you, Christ died 
for us. Have you been made to know that? Have you been made to know the love of 
God? Then I guarantee you, you've been made to know his holiness and you've been 
broken by it, and that's what's drawn you to his love.

Psalm 15:1, "LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?"
No not one, not any one of us because we were all by nature children of wrath as Paul 
tells us in Ephesians 2. But in Ephesians 2:4, oh, this glorious, heavenly, divine, 
sovereign conjunction here in Ephesians 2:4, it says, "But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us." Oh, this glorious verse of God's great love and 
what it brought and what it wrought inside of our heart, inside of our life once we've 
exercised and appropriated God's gift of grace by faith. We were a spiritual corpse, we 
were spiritually cursed and we were spiritually condemned but God who is rich in mercy,
for his great love wherewith he loved us, this passage takes me back to what I just quoted
a few minutes ago in Romans 5:8, he says, "But God commendeth his love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners," I wasn't even born yet, "Christ died for us. Much more 
then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath." Saved from wrath. 
Well, Paul told us in Ephesians 2 that before grace, before the quickening, before we 
exercised that faith, we were by nature children of wrath, but it says by faith in Christ we 
are justified in his blood and we shall be saved from wrath through him. That "him" is 
Jesus. Have you purposed in your heart to serve him? Have you turned to God from sin 
and said, "As for me and my house, I will serve the Lord. I believe, I will serve, I will 
obey." 

"For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. And not only so, but we also joy in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the atonement." You
see, I've got a problem with hard-nosed, stuck-up, bitter Christians because the Bible says
if we've been made to know that we've been saved, we'll joy in God because we know 
we've received the atonement. I've got something to rejoice about, Shawn, I'm not going 
to hell. I've got something to sing about and to praise God about, I will never feel the 
flames and the torment of hell. I will never feel or experience the wrath of God. Why? 
I've been saved from wrath through him and who is the "him"? Well, it ain't you and it 
ain't me, it's Christ, amen?
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"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." Christ. No other name given 
among men whereby we must be saved and that name is Christ. I'm not going to preach 
you your better life now, I'm going to preach Christ. Oh, to know him and the power of 
his resurrection.

He "hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)." Well, do you know
what that tells me? That tells me I didn't deserve it. That tells me I couldn't have earned 
it. That tells me I couldn't have worked for it, I couldn't have paid for it, he just gave it to 
me by grace. Oh, that makes me love him all that much more now.

Verse 6 of Ephesians 2. First of all, let's stop. Let's not read verse 6 yet because I want to 
go back and read Psalm 15:1. Listen, Psalm 15:1, remember the answer to that question? 
"LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" That's what 
David wrote in Psalm 15:1, now that's the question he's wanting to know. "But God, who 
is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)." Now look at verse
6 of Ephesians 2, "Who shall dwell in his holy hill? Who's going to abide in his 
tabernacle? And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in
Christ." Do you know what that tells me, Adam? I'm just as there now as I will be a 
thousand years from now because God said it. God said, "I will raise you up. You'll abide
in my tabernacle. You'll abide in my holy place not because of you, little boy, but 
because of my Son, Christ." Oh, that right there is enough to make a Presbyterian want to
kick the back end of his choir robe out now, isn't it? That right there is enough to make a 
Methodist want to go and get re-sprinkled, bless God. That's what Christ did for you and 
the only way you can appropriate God's grace is by faith.

What was that question he asked? "Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? Who shall 
stand in his holy place," in Psalm 24:3? Then he comes back in 15:1, our text tonight, 
"LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" Jesus will. 
But I am in Christ tonight, bless God, so that means I will also. God will raise me up. Oh,
but thanks be to God, he "hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ." Verse 7 of Ephesians 2, "That in the ages to come," in the ages to come,
that's for all of eternity. You can't measure that, bless God. "That in the ages to come, he 
might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus." Why? Verses 8 and 9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." 

Now I want to do something for you. I would like to read those last two verses in the 
Greek interlinear Bible, from the Greek interlinear text, and I want you to listen to what it
says. "For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves, of God, the 
gift not out from works so that not anyone might boast." Folks, I have nothing to brag 
about tonight, nor do you, but do you know what? I can brag on him because he did the 
work. He paid it all. Tetelestai, on the cross, paid in full. The discharging of a debt. He 
says, "Father, they owe nothing." 
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That is God's great love. Have you been made to know that? Have you been broken 
because of your sin? Have you purposed in your heart that, "Yes, I'm going to serve 
Christ. I believe he died for my sins. I believe he was buried, I believe that he rose again 
and he ascended to the right hand of the Majesty on High, and bless God, he's coming 
back for me. He's going to raise me up and make me sit in high places in heavenly places 
in Christ." Do you believe that? And have you purposed in your heart? Turn to God from 
sin. 

I have decided, amen, to follow Jesus but that wasn't my intellect. "But God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, by 
grace," by grace, "ye are saved." And why pure grace? Why pure grace? Well, do you 
know what? That's just his plan because he knows that there ain't a one of us in here that 
can keep the law. He knows that there ain't no one of us in here that can afford heaven. 
There ain't a one of us in here that deserve heaven. So it must be by grace because that's 
his plan. "According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world," and
what has he chosen you for? This is key, folks. This is key. He's chosen you that you 
should be holy and without blame before him in love. "Having predestinated us unto the 
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of the glory of his grace wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
blood." Why? By grace. That's God's purpose. Christ is his provision and the glory of 
God is his plan.

How can you know if you have laid hold of Ephesians 2:8 and 9? Because you're 
fulfilling Ephesians 2:10, "For we are his workmanship." Do you know what that Greek 
word is, "workmanship," there? It's poiema. It's poem. It actually means masterpiece but 
it's where we get our English word "poem" from. Paul is saying that we are God's 
masterpiece. We are his poem, his masterpiece "created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." That's the only way you 
can answer Psalm 15:1, and what's that question? "LORD, who shall abide in thy 
tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?" Well, you know I can't tonight. 

You say, "Brother Doug, why, why such a focus on the Gospel?" Because there are 
people that need to hear it. And let me tell you something, listen to me tonight, look up 
here at me, pay close attention to this, okay? I don't care if you've been saved 50 years, 
you still need to hear the Gospel because do you know what the Gospel does to you? It 
reminds you of what he has done for you. It reminds you of who you are and it brings you
right back to the foot of the cross. "Lord, I have been made to see myself." The Gospel 
breaks us. The Gospel doesn't lift us up and set us on a higher plane. That's the 
quickening, that's the regenerating work of God the Holy Spirit. But the Gospel is meant 
to break you. To break you. The law has already condemned you, now the Gospel breaks 
you and brings you to Christ, brings you to the one who paid the price and said, "It is 
finished. For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin." Why? Because he was 
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners and made higher than the heavens. 
Hebrews 1:3 says, "Who being the brightness of his glory," that is the glory of God, "the 
express image of [the Father], and upholding all things by the word of his power, when 
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he had by himself purged our sins." Purged. Without the shedding of blood there is no 
remission of sins. What does it mean remission? What does that mean? Removal. 
Removal. You say, "What does that mean, Brother Doug?" That means everything that 
stood in offense toward me, he nailed it to his cross and took it out of the way.

Folks, I have been gloriously saved and forgiven of all sin and now I am in Christ and 
Christ is in me and greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world, and now only by
the grace of God through the person and the finished work of Christ, I can answer Psalm 
15:1, "LORD, I shall abide in thy tabernacle. O LORD, I shall dwell in thy holy hill 
through and by thy Son." Not by me. Not by my works. Not by my self-righteousness. 
But, oh my friend, in Christ. And if you're here tonight and you do not know him, look to 
Christ. Look to Christ. He's the answer to your problems. You want eternal life? Look to 
Christ. You want holiness? Look to Christ. You want righteousness? Look to Christ. You
want a sovereign declaration of being declared not guilty and justified by a thrice holy 
God? Look to Christ. That union with Christ by God's amazing grace and love, only in 
Christ you can answer that question. 

"He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his 
heart. He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh 
up a reproach against his neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he 
honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He 
that doeth these things shall never be moved." Do you want to answer that question 
tonight? Look to Christ. "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 
grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come," well, just imagine, I'm going to be 
sitting on the Lord's trophy shelf in heaven one day, "and in the ages to come he might 
shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." 
Why? "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: Not of works, lest any man should boast." I have nothing to brag about tonight, 
nothing of myself I bring but simply to the cross I cling.

Let us pray.

Lord, heavenly Father, God, we know that this is your plan and we know, Lord, that it 
pleases you by the foolishness of preaching to save those that would believe. God, I pray 
that your word would go forth this very night, this very day, this very hour, and I pray 
that this message, Lord, of man's total inability, his fallen and his broken state, doing a 
finished work of what your only begotten Son did for us, I pray, Lord God, that it would 
prick and break the hearts of the sinners. Lord, if it please thee to do so, Lord, then if this
be the day, Lord, that you would breathe life into those dead bones and you would 
command that baby to live just like you did Lazarus, you said, "Where have you lain 
him? Take ye away the stone. Lazarus, come forth." God, we know your sheep hear your 
voice and you know them and they follow you and you give unto them eternal life, and 
neither shall any man pluck them out of your hand. But God, if there is one here today, 
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Lord, that does not know you and has not professed you as Lord and Savior of their life, 
then I pray, Lord God, today, like I said, Lord, if it please thee to do so Lord, by your 
grace and your infinite love and mercy, that today would be the day, Lord. We give you 
the glory, Lord, for it's not the preacher that needs to be exalted, nor is it the man or the 
sinner but it is Christ. And help us, Lord, even once we have received grace to continue 
looking to Christ, for of you, through you and to you be all things to whom be glory 
forever. In Jesus' name and amen. 
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