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Subject:  Jesus baptized by John the Baptist 

In the preceding twelve verses of this 3rd chapter of Matthew, we 

considered the record of John the Baptist’s baptism.  We saw that he 

preached repentance and those who gave evidence of having repented 

were baptized of him.  We also saw that he rejected the Pharisees and 

Sadducees who came to his baptism because there was no evidence they 

had repented of their sins.   

We concluded that the baptism of John the Baptist is the same 

baptism that all believers in Christ have experienced since the days of 

John the Baptist.  Our baptism was done because we repented of our sins 

and believed on Jesus Christ who John said would come after him; our 

baptism was done by an immersion in water; our baptism was done to 

demonstrate that we had died to sin and were now raised to walk in 

newness of life; and our baptism was done by the Lord’s church sent by 

him to baptize those who were made disciples of Christ.  

Matthew 3:13 (KJV) Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan 

unto John, to be baptized of him. 

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, -- We 

all recall that Joseph the husband of Mary returned from Egypt to 

the land of Israel.  The LORD had sent Joseph, Mary, and the young 

child there to protect the young child from Herod.  Joseph heard 

that the son of Herod the Great, Archelaus reigned in Judaea and 

was afraid to go there.  Again the LORD warned Joseph in a dream 

and he turned north into Galilee where he dwelt in a city called 

Nazareth.  Jesus was still in Nazareth when he began his 70-mile 
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journey to the area of Jordan near the Dead Sea where John was 

baptizing.  Jesus had grown up in Nazareth where he had been 

subject to Joseph and Mary.  

We know nothing of the growing up years of Jesus except the 

record of Jesus and his parents coming up to Jerusalem every year 

to observe the Passover.   What do we know of our Lord during his 

growing up years?  We have enough details given us by Luke so we 

can know what kind of child Jesus was.  Let’s read the account in 

Luke chapter 1, verses 41 through 52.  

Luke 2:41-52 (KJV) Now his parents went to Jerusalem 

every year at the feast of the passover. 42 And when he was 

twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom 

of the feast. 43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they 

returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and 

Joseph and his mother knew not of it. 44 But they, supposing 

him to have been in the company, went a day's journey; and 

they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 45 

And when they found him not, they turned back again to 

Jerusalem, seeking him. 46 And it came to pass, that after 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst 

of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 

questions. 47 And all that heard him were astonished at his 

understanding and answers. 48 And when they saw him, they 

were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast 

thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought 

thee sorrowing. 49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye 

sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's 

business? 50 And they understood not the saying which he 

spake unto them. 51 And he went down with them, and came 

to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept 
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all these sayings in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in 

wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. 

What information do we have here about the child, Jesus?  He was 

12 years old on this occasion when they came to Jerusalem. 

He stayed behind by himself after the Passover was over – so that 

his parents came looking for him.  After three days, they found him 

in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors (Greek word:  

διδασκαλος didaskalos which is translated as Master (Jesus) 40 times, 

teacher 10 times, master 7 times, and doctor this 1 time.)  Jesus 

was hearing these men and asking them questions so that they 

were astonished at his understanding and answers. 

When his parents saw him, they were amazed.  His mother scolded 

him because they had sought him sorrowing.  Jesus said to them in 

reply: “How is it that ye sought me?  Wist ye not that I must be 

about my Father’s business?”  At 12 years old, Jesus was already 

going about his Father’s business.  His Father was and is God.  They 

didn’t understand that saying, but his mother kept all these sayings 

in her heart.  She thought about what he had said.  Mary and 

Joseph knew that God was Jesus’ father. 

Jesus went down with them – came to Nazareth, and was 

subject to them.  This says so much.  Even in his childhood, Jesus 

kept the law of God which said:  “Honour thy father and thy 

mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which the LORD 

thy God giveth thee.” (Exodus 20:12).  What does it mean that 

Jesus “was subject to them?”  Jesus obeyed his parents and 

submitted to their rule over him.  Though once, to show that he 

was more than a man, he withdrew himself from his parents, to 

attend his heavenly Father's business, yet he did not, as yet, make 

that his constant practice, nor for many years after, but was subject 

to them, observed their order, and went and came as they directed, 
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and, as it should seem, worked with his father at the trade of a 

carpenter. Herein he hath given an example to children to be dutiful 

and obedient to their parents in the Lord. Being made of a woman, 

he was made under the law of the fifth commandment, to teach the 

seed of the faithful thus to approve themselves to him a faithful 

seed. Though his parents were poor and lowly, though his father 

was only his supposed father, yet he was subject to them; though 

he was strong in spirit, and filled with wisdom nay though he was 

the Son of God, yet he was subject to his parents; how then will 

they answer it who, though foolish and weak, yet are disobedient to 

their parents? 

Last of all, we notice this.   

Jesus increased in wisdom.  Wisdom is more precious than 

rubies – it is a quality that allows people to properly apply 

knowledge.   

Jesus increased in stature.  The word which is translated stature 

is also translated as age.  So Jesus increased in age and in height 

and strength in his body.  In other words, he grew up like we all 

grow up.  He increased in wisdom and stature. Being God as well as 

men and in the perfections of his divine nature there could be no 

increase; but this increase is meant of his human nature, his body 

increased in stature and bulk, he grew in the growing age; and his 

soul increased in wisdom, and in all the capabilities of a human 

soul. As the faculties of his human soul grew more and more 

capable, the gifts it received from the divine nature were more and 

more communicated.  

Jesus increased in favor with God and man. -- that is, in all 

those graces that rendered him acceptable to God and man. Herein 

Christ accommodated himself to his estate of humiliation, that, as 

he condescended to be an infant, a child, a youth, so the image of 
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God shone brighter in him, when he grew up to be a youth, than it 

did, or could, while he was an infant and a child. Note, Young 

people, as they grow in stature, should grow in wisdom, and then, 

as they grow in wisdom, they will grow in favour with God and man. 

 

 

 

Mark tells us Jesus was in Nazareth. 

Mark 1:9 (KJV) And it came to pass in those days, that 

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of 

John in Jordan. 

Whether he walked or rode an ass to come to John, we are not told.   

To be baptized of him. – That is, Jesus came unto John to be 

baptized of John the Baptist – to be immersed by him in the River 

Jordan. 

Mark 1:9-11 (KJV) And it came to pass in those days, that 

Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of 

John in Jordan. 10 And straightway coming up out of the 

water, he saw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 

descending upon him: 11 And there came a voice from 

heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased. 

Luke 3:1-18 (KJV) Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of 

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and 

Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch 

of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the 

tetrarch of Abilene, 2 Annas and Caiaphas being the high 

priests, the word of God came unto John the son of Zacharias 
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in the wilderness. 3 And he came into all the country about 

Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission 

of sins; 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias 

the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 

Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall 

be brought low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and 

the rough ways shall be made smooth; 6 And all flesh shall 

see the salvation of God. 7 Then said he to the multitude that 

came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who 

hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bring 

forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to 

say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for I 

say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up 

children unto Abraham. 9 And now also the axe is laid unto 

the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not 

forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 10 And 

the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then? 11 He 

answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let 

him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let 

him do likewise. 12 Then came also publicans to be baptized, 

and said unto him, Master, what shall we do? 13 And he said 

unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you. 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And 

what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no 

man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your 

wages. 15 And as the people were in expectation, and all men 

mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or 

not; 16 John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize 

you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet 

of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize 

you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: 17 Whose fan is in his 
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hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather 

the wheat into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire 

unquenchable. 18 And many other things in his exhortation 

preached he unto the people. 

John 1:6-8 (KJV) There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John. 7 The same came for a witness, to bear 

witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 

Light. 

John 1:19-28 (KJV) And this is the record of John, when the 

Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who 

art thou? 20 And he confessed, and denied not; but 

confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked him, What 

then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that 

prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, 

Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent 

us. What sayest thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of 

one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the 

Lord, as said the prophet Esaias. 24 And they which were 

sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And they asked him, and said 

unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 

nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John answered them, 

saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among 

you, whom ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is 

preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to 

unloose. 28 These things were done in Bethabara beyond 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Matthew 3:14 (KJV) But John forbad him, saying, I have need to 

be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 
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But John forbad him – that is, John did forbid him.  John the Baptist 

who was filled with the Holy Ghost from His mother’s womb knew 

that Jesus was the messiah before he saw the sign promised him of 

the LORD who sent John.  John must have been humbled before the 

Christ.  John would see the Lord’s sign evidence briefly, but he 

apparently knew Jesus was the messiah before that.   

I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 

– John knew this was the one who should come after who baptized 

with the Holy Ghost and with fire.  Perhaps John sensed that he 

needed the baptism of the Holy Ghost to properly continue his 

work.  I cannot say for sure.  Some commentators seem to think 

this is the sense. 

Matthew 3:15 (KJV) And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it 

to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 

Then he suffered him. 

And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: -- 

Our Lord answered John’s forbidding words.  His words, I believe, 

have this meaning:  do not go on to object, but comply with my 

desire; let it be done now, immediately, directly, at this present 

time; do not put me off with any excuse; it is a proper season for it.  

For thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. -- It 

became John to administer the ordinance of baptism to Christ as 

John was his forerunner and the only administrator of baptism.  

Also, that he might fulfil the ministry which he had received.  It did 

become Christ to fulfil all righteousness, both moral and 

ceremonial, and baptism being a part of his Father's will, which he 

came to do, it became him to fulfil this also. 

Matthew 3:16 (KJV) And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 

straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened 
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unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, 

and lighting upon him: 

And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out 

of the water: -- Watch the language here.  When Jesus was 

dipped – immersed in Jordan, he went up immediately out of the 

water.  Every part of this expression suggests that Jesus had gone 

down into the water with John.  John dipped him – submerged him 

into the water and brought him up whereupon, Jesus went up 

immediately out of the water.  One would have to really twist and 

pervert the words here to say something other than immersion in 

water at the hands of God’s authority is baptism. 

and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, -- the heaven was 

materially and really opened, parted, rent, or cloven asunder.  This 

opening of the heavens made way for the visible descent of the 

Holy Ghost in a bodily shape. A difficulty arises here, whether the 

words, "to him", are to be referred to Christ, or to John; no doubt 

but the opening of the heavens was seen by them both: This is the 

sign which John said the one who sent him to baptize should see so 

that he would know that He was the Christ. 

John 1:29-34 (KJV) The next day John seeth Jesus coming 

unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the sin of the world. 30 This is he of whom I said, After 

me cometh a man which is preferred before me: for he was 

before me. 31 And I knew him not: but that he should be 

made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with 

water. 32 And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 

him. 33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to 

baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom 

thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on 

him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy 
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Ghost. 34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the 

Son of God. 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and 

lighting upon him: -- Clearly, the pronoun he refers to John who 

saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 

him.  This does not say the Holy Ghost was a dove but descended 

like a dove. The descent of him was in a "bodily shape", as Luke 

says: 

Luke 3:22 (KJV) And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 

shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 

which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 

pleased. 

This means the Holy Ghost was either in the shape of a dove which 

resembled the hovering and lighting of a dove upon anything.  This 

is an explanation of the Holy Ghost’s visible descent and lighting on 

Christ was like a dove descends, hovers and lights.  This does not 

necessarily design the form, but the manner of His motion.   

This, for John the Baptist, was proof that Jesus was the one who 

baptized with the Holy Ghost and who was the son of God, the lamb 

that taketh away the sin of the world. 

Matthew 3:17 (KJV) And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Mark and Luke show that the beloved son was directly addressed by 

the voice from heaven, the Father. 

Mark 1:11 (KJV) And there came a voice from heaven, 

saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

Luke 3:22 (KJV) And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily 

shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
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which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 

pleased. 

I quote John Gill’s commentary here, because I am unable to 

converse with any intelligence in the Greek Language.   

He says and I quote:  “The English here, at least to modern ears, 

is scarcely strong enough. ‘I delight’ comes the nearest, perhaps, 

to that ineffable complacency which is manifestly intended; and 

this is the rather to be preferred, as it would immediately carry the 

thoughts back to that august Messianic prophecy to which the 

voice from heaven plainly alluded (Isa 42:1), ‘Behold My Servant, 

whom I uphold; Mine Elect, IN WHOM MY SOUL DELIGHTETH.’” 

As an additional note concerning this verse, please pay close 

attention because it provides a proof text for the trinity of God.  

Indeed “…there are three that bear witness in heaven, the Father, 

the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” (1Jo. 

5:7).  Do you see it here?  The son, called the Word by the Apostle 

John in John 1:1 has been baptized and is coming up out of the 

water.  The Holy Ghost is descending on the beloved son who is 

Jesus and the Father speaks from heaven, “This is my beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleased.”  Praise the LORD, bless his name! 

Application:  Hear me, beloved.  Have you repented of your sins and 

believed on the one who should come after John, the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Is He your savior who died to bear all of your sins in His own body on the 

tree?  This is the term we use for that:  The LORD has saved you.  You 

have experienced repentance and faith which are both the gifts of God.  

Have you, after repenting and believing in Christ experienced baptism like 

the baptism of John the Baptist who was sent from God for that purpose?  

Today, and since the day of John the Baptist, the Lord’s churches have 

the commandment of the LORD to baptized those who become the 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  Have you been baptized? 

swordsearcher://bible/Isa42.1
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Matthew 28:18-20 (KJV) And Jesus came and spake unto them, 

saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go 

ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching 

them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen. 

Mark 16:15-16 (KJV) And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 

world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that 

believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned. 

 

 

 


