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1 Peter 5:1-4 Part 4 Lesson Notes

1 Peter 5:1-4 1 The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be 
revealed: 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not 
by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 3 Neither as being 
lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 4 And when the chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Remembering the names and roles within the same office:

Elders – Presbuteros - Those who presided over the assemblies. Scripture uses the term 
bishop, elders, and presbyters interchangeably.

Overseers or Bishops – Episkopos - An overseer. A man charged with the duty of seeing 
that things to be done by others are done rightly. Any curator, guardian or superintendent. The 
superintendent, elder, or overseer of a Christian church

Pastors – Poimen - A herdsman. He to whose care and control others have committed 
themselves, and whose precepts they follow. The presiding officer, manager, director, of any 
assembly: so of Christ the Head of the church; of the overseers of the Christian assemblies; of 
kings and princes. The tasks of a Near Eastern shepherd were: to watch for enemies trying to 
attack the sheep, to defend the sheep from attackers, to heal the wounded and sick sheep, to 
find and save lost or trapped sheep, to love them, sharing their lives and so earning their trust.

Teachers – Didaskalos - A teacher who teaches concerning the things of God, and the 
duties of man. One who is fitted to teach. Jesus, of course, but John the Baptist and Paul are 
examples with the special assistance of the Holy Spirit.

Reviewing the qualifications for bishops.

1 Timothy 3:2-6 2  A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3  Not given to wine, no 
striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4  One 
that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5  
(For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of 
God?) 6  Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the 
devil.

Titus 1:6-9 6  If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children 
not accused of riot or unruly. 7  For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God; 
not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
lucre; 8  But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate; 
9  Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

Ensuring that the focus remains upon the one who is to be glorified in the church.

1 Peter 2:25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and
Bishop of your souls.
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Ephesians 4:13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

2a Feed the flock of God which is among you

The elder ensures that God's flock is fed from God's pastures by God, not from the pastures of idols 
which may even be his own self.

Psalms 23:1-3  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2  He maketh me to lie 
down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3  He restoreth my 
soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Peter was charged with the same charge by Jesus Christ.

John 21:15-17 15  So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. 
He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 16  He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith 
unto him, Feed my sheep. 17  He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he 
said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto 
him, Feed my sheep.

Holding fast the faithful word:

The bishop will rely upon the word of God, the written scriptures, for both doctrinal and practical 
teaching. 

Psalm 19:7-11 7  The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony 
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 8  The statutes of the LORD are 
right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening 
the eyes. 9  The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are 
true and righteous altogether. 10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11  Moreover by them is thy 
servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.

The bishop will acknowledge that the purpose of the word of God is to reveal Jesus Christ through the 
Gospel message (converting the soul), to develop the child of God (making wise the simple), to 
encourage the church (rejoicing the heart), to deepen the understanding of God (enlightening the 
eyes), and to convict and redirect the wayward (by them is thy servant warned).

2 Peter 1:20-21 20  Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any 
private interpretation. 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

The bishop is not to interpret scripture. He is to use the gift of the Holy Ghost and the balance of 
scripture to interpret scripture. 
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The scriptures are to be employed, not just to gain knowledge (i.e., who, what, when, and where) but 
even moreso to gain understanding (how and why). Therefore the whole counsel of God must be 
taught, not just doctrine or just practice, not just the Old Testament or just the New Testament, but the 
whole of scripture.

2 Timothy 3:14-17 14  But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15  And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16  All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: 17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

The bishop must, like Paul as he describes his actions toward the Ephesians, keep back nothing from 
God's word.

Acts 20:20  And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 
shewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from house to house, 21  Testifying both 
to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

Acts 20:26-27 26  Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood 
of all men. 27  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God. 

The bishop is to employ the scriptures to provide the regenerate the tools they need to do good works 
(as we are all created in Jesus Christ for that purpose Ephesians 2:10) and to grow mature in both 
doctrine and practice unto the example that they have in Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 4:11-13 11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12  For the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13  Till we all come 
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

Colossians 1:25-29 25  Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of 
God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26  Even the mystery which 
hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints: 27  To 
whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 28  Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: 29  Whereunto I also labour, striving 
according to his working, which worketh in me mightily.

Hebrews 6:1-3 1  Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 
unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith 
toward God, 2  Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of 
the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3  And this will we do, if God permit. 
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2b taking the oversight thereof

The elder will employ the word of God as the guide for all actions he would take or guide the flock to 
take within the sheepfold of the church.

2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.

By sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers:

Hebrews 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any 
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

The bishop will, by the power of the Holy Ghost, use the word of God (the sword of the Spirit) to 
defend the flock from those who would attack from within and without. He must be ready to give an 
answer (as in 1 Peter 3:15).

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 14  Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 15  For we are 
unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that 
perish: 16  To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the 
savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things? 17  For we are not as many, 
which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we 
in Christ. 

The bishop will discern the difference between those who are and those who are not part of God's 
flock, judging by the response of those who are taught the word of God. Not all that are preached to 
will follow Jesus Christ.

John 10:16 And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

The bishop will be prepared with God's word to defend against wolves in sheep's clothing.

Matthew 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves.

Matthew 24:24 (also Mark 13:22)  For there shall arise false Christs, and false 
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect.
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John Gill on Matthew 24:24 yea, they may be, and oftentimes are, deceived after 
conversion; but then this is in part only, and not totally; in some lesser, and not in the greater 
matters of faith; not so as to let go their hold of Christ their head, and quit the doctrine of 
salvation by him, or fall into damnable heresies: they may be seduced from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, but not finally; for they shall be recovered out of the snare of the devil, and not to be 
left to perish in such deceivings. This clause, as it expresses the power of deceivers, and the 
efficacy of Satan, so the influence and certainty of electing grace and the sure and firm 
perseverance of the saints, to the end, notwithstanding the cunning and craft of men and 
devils; for if these, with all their signs and wonders, could not deceive them, it may 
be pronounced impossible that they ever should be finally and totally deceived.

Ephesians 4:14-16 14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning 
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15  But speaking the truth in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 16  From whom 
the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love.

The bishop must preach the word, but must also watch...in all things in order to ensure that the flock 
is safe and fed only from God's pasture. The bishop will reprove, rebuke, and exhort the flock to 
ensure that they are not wandering and guiding the flock to discipline its own according to scriptural 
doctrine.

2 Timothy 4:3-5  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; 
but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4  And 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5  But watch 
thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy 
ministry.

Therefore the pastor must not let the flock lead him, but rather he must lead the flock, taking heed to 
the warnings in scripture regarding the end of those who either mislead or fail to lead God's flock.

Jeremiah 23:1-2 1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of 
my pasture! saith the LORD. 2  Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the 
pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not 
visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD

Jeremiah 23:39-40 39  Therefore, behold, I, even I, will utterly forget you, and I will 
forsake you, and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast you out of my 
presence: 40  And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you, and a perpetual 
shame, which shall not be forgotten.
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