
John (106): The Gift of Eternal Life            Hymns 704, 757/Before the Throne Above, 432 

 

Because we've been away from the book of John for several weeks, let me begin with a short review of what 

we've seen—it's likely Thursday evening and our Savior has instituted the Lord's Supper with His beloved 

disciples in the upper room—in chapters 14-16 He gave His final formal instruction to them, promising to send 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Having instructed them in chs.14-16, our Savior now allows His disciples to listen to His High Priestly prayer 

to His Father, that they might be encouraged to know what He would be praying for them after He left them—

thus, while this prayer is offered to His Father, it's uttered publically that His disciples might be instructed and 

encouraged. 

 

The prayer itself has been cherished by God's people for two thousand yrs—J.C. Ryle—"This chapter is the 

most remarkable in the Bible. It stands alone, and there is nothing like it." A.W. Pink—"In John 17 the veil is 

drawn aside, and we are admitted with our great High Priest into 'the holiest of all.' Here we approach the 

secret place of the tabernacle of the Most High, therefore it behoves us to put off our shoes from our feet, 

listening with humble, reverent and prepared hearts, for the place whereon we now stand is indeed holy 

ground." 

 

The prayer itself can be divided into three parts—our Savior prays for (1) Himself (vv1-5), (2) His disciples 

(vv6-19), and (3) those who would believe through their ministry (vv20-26)—thus, He starts with Himself, 

includes the apostles, and move out to all Christians. 

 

I.   A Mutual Glory—v1  

II.  A Twofold Gift—v2  

III. A Blessed Definition—v3 

 

I.   A Mutual Glory—v1  

 

1. V1—"Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You"—by "hour" is 

meant the predetermined time of His crucifixion... 

2. Throughout His ministry, our Savior made constant reference to "His time," or "an hour" predetermined by 

His Father... 

3. It was for this "time" or "hour" that our Savior came into this world—this was the very heart of His 

mission... 

4. Jn.7:30—"Therefore they sought to take Him: but no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet 

come (Jn.8:20)..." 

5. Thus, because His "hour" had now come, in just a few hours they would lay hands on Him and crucify 

Him... 

6. J.C. Ryle—"The 'hour' here named is the hour appointed in God's eternal counsels for the sacrifice of the 

death of Christ, and the final accomplishment of His atonement..." 

7. Our Savior says this hour would be a means whereby the Father would glorify Him and He would glorify 

the Father (it would be a mutual glorification)... 

8. Now, before I look at these, let me remind you, the Scriptures speak of "glorifying" in two ways—to make 

something glorious or else, to manifest something as glorious... 

9. When Scriptures speaks about God glorifying His people, it refers to the first (God making us glorious), 

but when it speaks about God glorifying Himself, it refers to the second (God manifesting Himself as 

glorious)... 

10. [1] The Father's glorification of the Son—"Father, the hour has come, Glorify Your Son"—this refers to 

His crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension... 

11. [a] Obedient Servant—though we often speak of the cross as our Savior's humiliation, it was also His 

glorification... 

12. That is, He was declared as the glorious obedient Servant of Jehovah, who willingly obeyed the command 

of the Father... 
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13. The Son promised from everlasting, that He would become a Man, obey the law, and suffer the pains of 

the cross... 

14. Thus, in this sense, the cross was a glorification of Christ, wherein His loving obedience to His Father was 

declared... 

15. He was obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross, and thus, He was glorified as the 

obedient Servant... 

16. [b] Victorious Savior—but the cross also glorified Christ as the victorious Savior, who defeated His 

enemies...  

17. Though the world looks upon the cross as a symbol of defeat, it was in fact the means through which 

Christ defeated His enemies... 

18. It was through the cross that Christ crushed the head of the serpent, trampling His enemies beneath His 

feet...  

19. [c] Exalted Sovereign—the Father also glorified the Son, in His resurrection, ascension, and exaltation to 

His right hand... 

20. That is, in reward to His suffering on the cross, the Father gave Him a name that is above every other 

name... 

21. And thus when our Savior prays—"Glorify Your Son"—He meant—Glorify Me through the cross, empty 

tomb, and throne...  

22. [2] The Son's glorification of the Father—"Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You"—this 

was the purpose of the Son... 

23. He came into this world to obey and thus glorify His Father—He came not to glorify Himself, but His 

Father... 

24. Jn.12:27-28—"Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save Me from this hour? But for 

this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your name. Then a voice came from heaven, saying, I 

have both glorified it and will glorify it again (Jn.13:31-32)..." 

25. When the Father said, "I have glorified it," He meant—His name was already glorified in Christ's perfect 

life... 

26. And when He said, "and I will glorify it again," He especially refers to His glorification at Christ's 

crucifixion... 

27. Thus, the question here becomes—In what way was the Father's name glorified by Christ, on or through 

the cross... 

28. Well, I trust that the answer to this question is obvious—it was on the cross that the Father's attributes 

were clearly seen... 

29. [a] His wisdom was seen—it was on the cross, where God answered the question—how a holy God can 

forgive sinners consistent with His justice...  

30. The cross glorifies God's infinite wisdom, in that, He remains just and the justifier of those who have faith 

in Jesus... 

31. [b] His justice was seen—that is, His holy righteousness was displayed at the cross, as He punished His 

own Son...  

32. The fact that the Father was willing to bruise His own Son, in order to deal with sin, glorifies His holy 

justice... 

33. [c] His love was seen—that is, His grace and mercy were evident at the cross, as He punished Christ in our 

place...  

34. The cross was a pulpit wherein the Father declared His love, mercy, and grace, to a wicked and unworthy 

world... 

35. Lesson 1—If Christ prayed that the Father glorify Him, just as He promised, then let us turn promises into 

prayer... 

36. From eternity past, the Father promised the Son that He would glorify Him, in reward to His loving 

obedience... 

37. Now, let me ask you this—If the Father promised the Son that He would glorify Him in reward to His 

suffering... 

38. Then why did Christ pray for it—Why would Christ pray for something that the Father already promised 

to do... 
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39. Well brethren, there is a sense in which all throughout this chapter, our Savior prays for things already 

promised... 

40. In fact, He prays for the salvation, sanctification, preservation, and glorification of His beloved elect 

people... 

41. Why does our Savior pray to His Father for things He already promised Him to give—because He turned 

the Father's promises into prayers...  

42. Calvin—"It is our duty to ask from God whatever He has promised, because the end and usage of promises 

is to excite us to prayer..." 

43. Lesson 2—If the glory of the Son and Father was revealed in the cross, then let us think often upon the 

cross... 

44. It's at the cross where we behold the glory of Christ, and it's also at the cross, where we behold the glory of 

the Father... 

45. Lesson 3—If Christ lived and died to glorify His Father, then let us aim to glorify God in our lives and 

death... 

 

II.  A Twofold Gift—v2  

 

1. There are two gifts mentioned in verse 2—(1) the Son's gift to His people, and (2) the Father's gift to His 

Son...  

2. [1] The Son's gift to His people—"as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give 

eternal life..." 

3. This refers to the exaltation of the Son, by the Father, in reward to His work,  and His work in their hearts, 

by the Spirit... 

4. Though, as God, our Savior already had authority from eternity, as the GodMan, He was given authority at 

His exaltation... 

5. Our Savior exercises this authority, in giving or granting eternal life to His people—this He does as a 

reigning King... 

6. Acts 5:30-31—"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. Him 

God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 

sins..." 

7. [2] The Father's gift to His Son—"that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him"—

He gives life to those given Him by the Father... 

8. This of course took place in eternity past, when the Father gave His Son an elect people, to be His eternal 

bride...  

9. From eternity, the Father chose a people from the fallen race of Adam, to uniquely and eternally belong to 

Christ...  

10. It's this people that He uniquely came to save, dyeing for them in such a way to secure their eternal 

salvation... 

11. And this in time, He sends His Spirit to regenerate them, calling them out of darkness into His marvelous 

light... 

12. Lesson 1—If Christ has an elect people, given to Him by the Father, then let true Christians humbly 

rejoice... 

13. It's a very tragic fact, that the doctrine of election has been the object of such debate, dislike, and 

distortion... 

14. The Scriptures portray this glorious truth in the most positive of ways—throughout this chapter, it's 

described as a love gift from the Father to the Son... 

15. The Father gave His beloved Son, a bride, from eternity, that He would come for in time, and redeem from 

sin...   

16. Thus, the question here becomes—Why did the Father choose to give these people to the Son and not 

others... 

17. Was there anything in these people, given by the Father to the Son, that rendered them more worthy than 

others... 

18. Deut.7:7—"The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in umber than 

any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you..." 
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19. This is why God chose Israel, out of all the other nations, to specially belong to Him—because He loved 

them... 

20. And so too—from eternity past, the Father loved a people and chose them out of fallen humanity as a gift 

to His Son...  

21. Eph.1:5—"In love having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the 

good pleasure of His will..." 

22. Lesson 2—If Christ has an elect people, given to Him by the Father, to whom He gives eternal life, then 

salvation is all of grace... 

23. Eternal life is a gift, gracious bestowed by Christ upon dead and unworthy sinners—they did nothing to 

earn it...  

24. Rom.6:23—"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord"—

death is earned, life is given... 

25. Lesson 3—If Christ has an elect people, given to Him by the Father, to whom He gives eternal life, then 

true Christians can never perish...  

26. They can never perish, because the Son will eventually give them life, and the life that He gives them is 

eternal... 

 

III. A Blessed Definition—v3 

 

1. Having said that eternal life is something that He alone gives, our Savior now provides something of a 

definition... 

2. V3—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent..." 

3. At the very heart of life that is eternal, is knowledge of God—let me suggest five things about this 

knowledge... 

4. [1] It's a present knowledge—our Savior gives eternal life as a present gift, v2—"that He should give 

eternal life to as many as You have given Him..." 

5. It's important to remember, that the Greek text literally reads—"that He should give life eternal"—life 

that's eternal... 

6. In other words—the emphasis lies on the word "life"—Christ gives life that is eternal—it's a gift that's 

presently enjoyed... 

7. Oftentimes, I hear Christians speak about eternal life, as something that we are waiting on—something 

purely future... 

8. And there are important future aspects of this life that are important—as we shall see here in a few 

minutes... 

9. But it's very important to understand that eternal life, life that is eternal, is a present reality for every 

Christian person... 

10. Simply put—all men are by nature dead—and it's by grace that Christ, by His Spirit and word, gives them 

life...    

11. [2] It's a personal knowledge—that is, life that's eternal, concerns a personal and intimate knowledge of 

God Himself... 

12. That is, it isn't merely knowing about God, though it includes that, but it's knowing God—as the only true 

God...  

13. Thus, true life consists in knowing the TRUE GOD, or the God of Holy Scripture—He who sent His Son 

into the world... 

14. Life that is eternal, does not consist in knowing a god of our imagination, but the only TRUE and LIVING 

GOD... 

15. [3] It's an universal knowledge—that is, every covenant member knows God—"And this is eternal life, 

that THEY may know You..." 

16. Every single person within the NC, presently and personally knows God, through the Person of Jesus 

Christ... 

17. Jer.31:34—"And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 

Know the LORD, for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them..." 
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18. The OC, made with the physical nation of Israel, was a mixed covenant in that some knew God and others 

did not... 

19. Thus the OT prophets constantly exhorted the people to circumcise their hearts, that they would know 

God... 

20. But, in contrast to this, the NC is comprised of those who have life—every NC member savingly knows 

God...  

21. [4] It's a mediated knowledge—that is, it's knowing God the Father, through Jesus Christ, whom He sent 

as Mediator...   

22. V3—"And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You 

have sent..." 

23. The Father sent the Son into the world, to meditate between Him and man—we know God through and in 

Christ... 

24. Thus, we learn, the only way a person can come to know God the Father, is through the mediation of 

Christ... 

25. Jn.14:6—"I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man can come to the Father except through Me (or by 

Me)..."  

26. This is also found in the terms "Jesus Christ"—"Jesus" means "Jehovah saves" and "Christ" means 

"anointed one..." 

27. In other words, Christ is the Mediator between God and man, because He's the GodMan Savior, anointed 

by God... 

28. [5] It's an eternal knowledge—this means, the life that we presently have, will continue throughout 

eternity...   

29. Lesson 1—If knowledge of God in Christ is true life that's eternal, then let us be sure that we truly know 

God... 

30. [a] It's accurate—by this I mean, a true knowledge of God has an accurate or correct understanding of God 

in the mind... 

31. While as I have said, true and saving knowledge is more than knowing about God, it includes knowing 

about God... 

32. Jer.9:24—"Let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me"—that he has an 

understanding knowledge of Me... 

33. Thus, every person who truly knows God, knows something of His holiness, justice, mercy, grace, and 

love... 

34. They know He is eternal and unchanging—they know He eternally exists as One being, in three distinct 

persons... 

35. [b] It's affectionate—by this I mean, a true knowledge of God produces love and adoration for God in the 

heart...  

36. Those who KNOW God, love God, and thus long after God, and all the unique places where God is 

found...  

37. Where are these unique places—His word and His house—they love His word and they love His house 

(the church)... 

38. [c] It's practical—by this I mean, a true knowledge of God produces practical obedience to God in our 

lives...  

39. 1Jn.2:3-4—"And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The 

one who says, I have come to know Him, and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is 

not in him..." 

40. Lesson 2—If knowledge of God in Christ is true life that's eternal, then let us strive to know God more 

intimately and personally... 

41. Phii.3:10—"That I may know Him"—that is, that I may know Him more intimately—that I may know 

Him more personally... 


