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Introduction:  What must I do to escape the wrath of God?  The gospel answers, "Confess with your 
mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall be 
saved."  It is this good news that we have been and are continuing to study here in Romans 10:9-10.  So
much of the present day church is unclear about the meaning of this fundamental confession of 
Christian faith.

1. We have said that generally when a person turns his or her attention to the Lordship of 
Jesus he or she thinks in terms of the dignity and character of the person Jesus.  This is essential 
and right to do.  The Bible is the "Revelation of Jesus Christ", to borrow the opening line of John's 
Revelation.  But there is a sense in which even the demons can speak of the Lordship of Jesus, as you 
have seen in Mark's Gospel and in James' letter.

2. The Christian is not satisfied with extolling the majesty of His Savior, but also owns Him as His
Saviour.  This is to say that when the Christian confesses that Jesus is Lord he also confesses that 
he is His slave.  The saving confession of the gospel is not only Who Jesus is but who you are in 
relationship to Him.  Now that this is plain is seen in the frequent confessions of the apostles of their 
relationship to Jesus.

3. Christians are referred to as "slaves" or "bond-slaves" frequently in the New Testament:  
Mary a "bond-slave", Luke 1:38, 48;  Simeon, a "bond-servant", Luke 2:29;  Paul a "bond-servant" 
Romans 1:1;  Paul a "bond-servant" Galatians 1:10;    Epaphras, Paul and others "fellow bond-
servant", Colossians 1:7;  Tychicus "fellow bond-servant", Colossians 4:7;  Epaphras a "bond-slave of
Jesus Christ", Colossians 4:12;  Jesus "in the form of a bond-servant", Philippians 2:7;  Apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers are "the Lord's bond-servants", 2 Timothy 2:24;  Paul a 
"bond-servant" Titus 1:1;  James a "bond-servant", James 1:1;  Simon Peter a "bond-servant", 2 Peter 
1:1;  Jude a "bond-servant", Jude 1;  saints and John are "bond-servants" Revelation 1:1;  Moses a 
"bond-servant", Revelation 15:3.

4. When you understand that you are acknowledging your slavery to Jesus as you confess Him 
as Lord, the Christian life of service and discipleship in obedience to God's law becomes very clear.  
Because of our sin and unclear or unbalanced preaching, many think that Christianity is simply 
choosing Jesus as your Savior.  That having done this there is no necessity of walking with Jesus and 
living so as to serve Jesus.  How many in this day think that they can have Jesus as their personal 
Saviour without having Him as their Lord?  How many believe that they can have justification and 
a guaranteed entrance into eternal bliss without ever pursuing sanctification?  

5. Jesus teaches something quite contrary in Matthew 7:13-14.  Here He exhorts you to walk in
the narrow way.  He exhorts you to live for Him in righteousness.  In vv15-20, Jesus graphically 
teaches the truth about life.  Then in vv22-23, our Lord warns that those who refuse to walk narrow 
way, or to live for Him in the pursuit of holiness will not enter heaven.  Jesus then concludes His 
sermon with an unforgettable illustration to build your house upon the rock.  Those who build upon the 
sand are those who have some academic notions about Jesus' Lordship but it never grips their hearts so 
as to control their lives.  Those who build upon the rock are those who sincerely believe Him to the the 
Lord and their Lord so they do the hard work, by grace, to conform their lives to His will, to godliness.



6. But what did Paul say in Hebrews 12:14?  He agreed with Jesus' exhortation about walking 
the narrow way.  And James?  James 1:21-26;  2:14-26 (note the timeline of Abraham's life).  Abraham 
entered the narrow gate and walked the narrow way!

7. Mary confessed Jesus is Lord and herself as His slave.  What selfie (Luke 1:38, 48) did Mary
reveal?

8. Paul confessed Jesus is Lord and himself as His slave.  Paul's selfie (Galatians 1:10) taught 
you what?

9. Are you confessing Jesus is Lord, not in an academic impersonal way, but with your whole 
being?  Does your "selfie" include that you are the slave of Christ Jesus the Lord?


