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Introduction:  We have said that to confess Jesus as Lord is also to confess that you are His slave.  This saving 
confession is about Jesus and your relationship to Him.  This is plain from the fact that the demons speak words 
that acknowledge Jesus as Lord as they speak to him in Mark's Gospel about the coming day of judgment, but 
their relationship toward Him is one of rebellion and hatred.  However, this subject must be handled with special 
prudence and care.  This subject is volatile because of the sin in our hearts which considers us to be the masters 
of our own lives and is innately hostile to submission to God's will, but also because of the various 
interpretations of our American history.

In reflection upon the Sermon on the Mount and particularly the fifth chapter I want to ask you several 
questions.  Does your Master provide your daily bread?  Does you Master provide you with shelter?  Does He 
provide you with the means of economic production?  Does He provide you with an inheritance?  Does He 
provide you with fellowship and love?  Will your Master ever disown you or sell you to another master?

1. So why speak of our slavery to Christ Jesus?  It would be sin to speak of this, or any subject, out of 
love for argument.  This would be the sin of contentiousness or pugnaciousness.  This would be a sin against the 
peace of the church.  So why preach that we are slaves to Christ?  Because the Word of God teaches that we are 
so!  

2. Last Sunday we said, Christians are referred to as "slaves" or "bond-slaves" frequently in the New 
Testament:  Mary a "bond-slave", Luke 1:38, 48;  Simeon, a "bond-servant", Luke 2:29;  Paul a "bond-
servant" Romans 1:1;  Paul a "bond-servant" Galatians 1:10;    Epaphras, Paul and others "fellow bond-
servant", Colossians 1:7;  Tychicus "fellow bond-servant", Colossians 4:7;  Epaphras a "bond-slave of Jesus 
Christ", Colossians 4:12;  Jesus "in the form of a bond-servant", Philippians 2:7;  Apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, and pastor-teachers are "the Lord's bond-servants", 2 Timothy 2:24;  Paul a "bond-servant" Titus 
1:1;  James a "bond-servant", James 1:1;  Simon Peter a "bond-servant", 2 Peter 1:1;  Jude a "bond-servant", 
Jude 1;  saints and John are "bond-servants" Revelation 1:1;  Moses a "bond-servant", Revelation 15:3.

3. But are we not friends of Jesus?  Are we not the bride of Jesus?  Yes, and again we will repeat that the 
Word of God describes the believers' relationship to Jesus in many terms.  Your relationship must be viewed as a 
perfectly cut diamond with many brilliant facets that sparkle.  This relationship is so full of meaning that no one 
description is adequate.  So the Holy Spirit does describe it in various terms such as 'friend', 'bride', 'joint-heir', 
'soldier', 'disciple', and 'slave', plus more.  Here again is the question we asked and answered last Lord's Day, 
"which term does the Holy Spirit use most often, and seems to be His favorite designation for you?"  The 
correct answer is 'slave'.

4. Therefore, having arrived at the text of Romans 10:9-10, faithfulness to the Scripture demands we 
consider the mind of the Holy Spirit, however distasteful the subject might be to men.

5. As you would reasonably expect, the very mention of this subject brings objections and questions to 
many.  It is necessary to make sure we are not misunderstood.

6. Now I think it is clear that slavery is a Biblical institution.  The Law of God speaks to slavery 
abundantly regulating it.  In the New Testament the apostles apply the gospel to those who are slaves and to 
those who are masters, Ephesians 6:5-9;  Colossians 3:22-4:1;  1 Peter 2:18 (oiketai).  Further, as we have seen 
earlier the saints freely refer to themselves as 'slaves' but never refer to themselves as 'prostitutes for Christ', 
'thieves for Christ', etc.  They do not use innately evil terms to identify themselves in their saving relationship to 
Jesus.

7. But it is vital to make crystal clear that to say an institution is Biblical is neither to condone all that
occurs in that relationship, nor to deny that grievous, even capital, sin may be committed in that 



relationship.  Therefore, while we declare that the institution of slavery is Biblical, we do in the strongest terms 
denounce all that is done within that institution which is not in accord with the Law of God.  God's law granted 
immediate freedom to the slave who was subjected to overly harsh  treatment by his master, Exodus 21:27,  
(This is the contrast between harsh slavery in Egypt and easy, light slavery (yoke) to Jesus, Matthew 11:28-30.).  
Slaves who were ill treated were permitted to escape from their harsh masters, Deuteronomy 23:15-16.

8. Wherever and whenever slavery was not operated according to God's Law, whether North, South, 
East, or West, it was sinful and detestable in the eyes of God.  Man-stealing is an abomination in the sight of God
and carries with it the death sentence, Exodus 21:16.

9. Since the fall of Adam, men have sought to tell their narratives in the manner which does best 
serve their self interests.  It is as Isaiah said, 59:14.  In Post-Modern America truth has stumbled badly.  We no 
longer live in a culture where truth exists as God defines truth (F. Schaeffer's, "True Truth").  Rather we live in a 
thoroughly pragmatic culture in which truth is no longer defined as being in accordance with reality, but rather as
the using of words to promote an agenda.  If the politicians words accomplish his goal then they were true words
according to pragmatism.  'What produces the desired outcome is good and true.'  In other words, lying is 
justified if it brings about good, at least good in the mind of the liar.

10. The present narrative surrounding Charlottesville, Baltimore, Washington D. C. and Chicago is a 
grand display of falsehood to advance a political agenda.  What counsel does God's Word give to you in this 
situation?  First, God tells us that men do not love the truth, 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10.  Second, because of this 
God gives men over to deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, 2 Thessalonians 2:11-12.  
Third, God instructs you not to listen to hearsay, Proverbs 18:17.  

11. Based upon these three instructions from God's Word what must you do?  Read first source material.  
Keep in mind that every writer of narrative has an agenda, might be righteous might be otherwise.  It takes two 
independent witnesses to verify the truth.  Witnesses mind you, not mere mutual story tellers.  Remember 
Ananias and Sapphira, or Stephen, or Jesus?

12. Let me suggest two original documents you ought to read:  First, Lincoln's "Emancipation 
Proclamation", it might surprise you that he did not free any slaves in Union controlled territory but only freed 
the slaves in Confederate controlled territory.  Please read it for yourself and think.  Second, read the House of 
Representatives' Crittenden-Johnson Resolution which passed the House 119 for and 2 against.  It passed 
easily and was approved by President Lincoln.  The complete resolution passed the Senate on July 15, 1861.  It 
was repealed on December 1861.  Think about this.

13. One more fact that is largely not known.  Consider the table in the Appomattox Courthouse.  Seated 
on one side was the defeated Confederate General Robert E. Lee, on the other side the victorious Union General 
Ulysses S. Grant.  Think much upon this fact;  General Lee had released his slaves shortly after he had inherited 
them, years earlier, but General Grant was still a slave owner.

14. Which narratives make sense of these facts, which do not?  Personally it is ironic that statues are 
presently being pulled down which are in some cases those who freed slaves and were not owners of slaves. Two
such men were Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson.

 15. We must address the institution of slavery because God's Word does so to describe our relationship to 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  We must also address the issue because those who fail to distinguish between an 
institution and the abuses of that institution, such as the radical Jacobin abolitionists, ultimately undermine the 
authority of the Scriptures and indict God for approving of what is in their opinion an essentially evil institution. 
The cry, "Slavery is evil so it must be abolished" will be followed by the cry, "Marriage is evil so it must be 
abolished".  Is not this happening right before our eyes and ears already?


