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I was just looking at John 14 and, of course, this is the second week now that I was 
looking at it, the book of John, and we've been starting off with chapter 13 and whenever 
Jesus washed the disciples' feet and we've been looking at Jesus' teachings to the 
disciples, and now we're in John 14 in the middle of the chapter in verse 15. I just think 
this is an amazing portion of Scripture. It's hours before Jesus' torture, if you think about 
it. You know, he is very close to his death and he knows this. He's speaking about it, in 
fact, and I just try to imagine what it would be like if that were me, if I knew that I was 
hours before a brutal torture, I would just be thinking about myself quite likely. You 
know, you'd be thinking about trying to find some essence of peace or trying to find some
kind of hope that you can hold onto hours before you're about to be tortured, but here the 
amazing thing is that Jesus is thinking of the disciples and he's thinking about their peace 
and their joy and their faith and their love. Those are the four things that we'll be looking 
at. So he's concerned for their peace, joy, faith and love hours before he's about to be 
tortured. You know, if it were me, I'd be striving for my own peace and I'd be striving for
some kind of hope that I could hold onto, but Jesus is so concerned for them and that just 
speaks of the fact that Jesus, of course, already was filled with peace. And to be 
imagining that Jesus could have such peace and such joy and such faith hours before his 
death, truly that says something about him and, truly that makes us want to listen to what 
he has to say even more. Of course, we'll read the passage in a minute but you can see 
later on in the chapter in verse 27 to 29 what I'm talking about when I talk about the 
peace and the joy and the faith because Jesus says to the disciples, "Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you." And in verse 28 
halfway through he says, "If you loved me, you would have rejoiced," so he talks about 
love and joy, "because I am going to the Father." And in verse 29 he says, "now I have 
told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may believe." Have 
faith. 

So Jesus is concerned about their faith, their love, their joy and their peace, and you 
know, whenever I was reading that passage and thinking about that, it's interesting to 
think that a lot of people would say whenever they hear that, that surely these are all just 
subjective feelings; surely they're just individualistic emotional responses to have some 
kind of hope or faith or belief or to have some essence of peace; surely that's not that 
important in today's society, there are so many social and cultural and political problems 
happening. And yet if you think about it, you know, pick your crisis, if it's poverty, if it's 
drug or drink addiction, if it's mass genocide, where does it all come from? It comes from
the heart of man, from the heart that is devoid of Christ's peace and it's devoid of Christ's 
joy and faith, and if we have the joy and faith and the peace of Christ in our hearts, it 
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should change completely how we live, and we're going to see as we read this passage 
that, of course, Jesus isn't expecting us to be able to conjure that up ourselves, but he 
gives us the Helper, he gives us the Holy Spirit. 

We'll read here from verse 15. So Jesus promises the Holy Spirit. This is ground-shaking,
it's amazing because what Jesus is saying here to the disciples doesn't just speak to them 
but it speaks to us as well and it is life-changing for them. At the minute they may not 
know that but this truth will become very evident to them at Pentecost and then from then
on, for all Christians, we have the Holy Spirit in our hearts, in our minds and in our lives. 
The Holy Spirit is within us working through us if we are truly Christians, and that is 
absolutely ground-breaking. It's completely radical and what Jesus is teaching them here 
is completely radical. So I want you each to try to imagine as I'm reading this that you're 
one of the disciples and you're sitting there and you're listening to this teaching for the 
first time and how would you respond to that.

So verse 15 of John 14, and it says, Jesus is speaking, he's in the Upper Room and they've
had their supper and he's speaking to the disciples and he says,

15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask 
the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17
even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will 
be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a 
little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 Whoever has my 
commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to
him." 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will 
manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?" 23 Jesus answered him, "If 
anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 Whoever does not 
love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine 
but the Father's who sent me. 25 These things I have spoken to you while I
am still with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will
send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, 
'I am going away, and I will come to you.' If you loved me, you would 
have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater 
than I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it 
does take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, 
for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as
the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the 
Father. Rise, let us go from here." 
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And that's the reading that we'll give. 

I think it's amazing when we read that because we realize whenever we read it that this is 
a rock-solid, reliable Gospel, something we can really trust in because as he said to the 
disciples in verse 25 and 26, "These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you.
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you." So we know that 
this Scripture that was written down had been brought to the disciples' remembrance by 
the Holy Spirit. It's the Holy Spirit that has spoken to them. He's brought to their 
remembrance everything that Jesus said, so I was wondering, "Well, how can the 
disciples remember everything, every single word that Jesus said? How can they 
remember every action?" But the Holy Spirit speaks to them and he's the one who's 
brought it to their minds and taught them and enabled them to write down Scripture. So 
we can read this and hang on to every word because we know that it is of God because 
the Holy Spirit brought it to their remembrance and, of course, we can also trust the Old 
Testament too because doesn't Paul write, although he writes it and it's in the New 
Testament, he's talking about the Old Testament because they didn't have the New 
Testament then, but he says that all Scripture, doesn't he, is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. 

So there Paul was talking about the Old Testament and he's saying all Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful and so we know when we read the Old Testament and the New that
it's of God, that it is God-breathed and that when we read the holy Scriptures in the New 
Testament, we know that it's of the Holy Spirit who has spoken into the disciples' hearts 
and minds and into those who have written the New Testament. So that's amazing that we
can really hang on to every word and that's what I want us to do now as I'm going to go 
and start off in verse 15. I'm going to try to read each verse and I'll be commenting on 
each verse as I read it and then we're going to, hopefully, draw out a main point and 
something we can take with us, but we'll start at verse 15 and this is Jesus speaking and 
he says to the disciples,

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments." Now what an amazing start to this 
passage, you know, because we can see here that this is an act of love, not legalism. You 
know, he's not saying, "You must keep all my commandments because I say so and that's 
final," although he could have said that. He is telling us that if we love him, we will keep 
his commandments. You know, we will naturally keep his commandments if we love 
him, and he wants them to focus on their love for him. You know, you could read it that 
since you love Jesus Christ, we will keep his commandments. If we truly love him, we 
will naturally keep his commandments because we want to just like, you know, with 
Ellen for example, the evidence of my love to my wife is how I treat her. If someone 
wants to see if I love Ellen, they'll see how do I treat her. If I'm treating her unfairly or 
harshly, they'll think, "Well, maybe he doesn't really love her." It's the same with God, if 
we truly love God, we'll want to keep his commandments. You know, if we love the 
teacher, we'll obey his teaching. 
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Actually, it's a bit like, sorry Ellen to keep on bringing this up, but whenever I first met 
Ellen and she did her first talk to all the children and she had this sign-up and it said, I've 
used it ever since, L-O-V-E, listen, obey his voice every day, and that's like that with us. 
You know, if we truly love God, we will listen and obey his voice every day. You know, 
love is evident in obedience and Jesus is saying to them, "If you truly love me, you will 
obey me," and he goes on. 

The question I would ask myself at this point is: how can I make sure that I truly love 
God in this way? How can I conjure up this love for God? You know, humanly speaking, 
it's not really possible for God to require us to love him and just leave it at that, but you 
see, Jesus doesn't just leave it at that. He says to them, "I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you another Helper." You see, actually our love for God isn't actually coming from 
ourselves, it's coming from God. Our love for God is actually coming from God. We've 
got nothing to boast about. You know, our salvation comes from God. He's the one who 
softened our hearts and brought us to himself. Our love for God comes from God. We 
can't actually boast about anything because anything good we do is actually done by God 
through us. 

And he says, "I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper." Not a different 
helper but another helper, another of the same kind, part of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit, 
and he will "be with you forever." Doubtless the disciples at this point were terrified. 
They had been hearing Jesus saying that he was leaving for quite a while and they were 
confused, partially because they didn't really want to believe it and they were thinking, 
"Well, what will become of us if Jesus is going to leave? And we've been investing our 
whole lives into Jesus and he's just suddenly going to leave, what's going to become of 
us?" And the comforting truth is that Jesus is saying here, "I will give you another 
Helper." He's not going to leave us as orphans. Christ will be in us forever. 

I think that's amazing that we today have this amazing gift of the Holy Spirit that we can 
be connected to God at all times. The disciples didn't actually have that in the same way 
that we do. You know, if you were sitting in a crowd and you were at the very back of the
crowd listening to Jesus, someone was at the front listening to Jesus, the person at the 
front was closer. We actually have a close connection to God at all times, forever, 
because he is in us. What an amazing truth.

The next question I would dare ask myself is, "Okay, so the Holy Spirit enables me to 
love God. He enables me to keep God's commandments. He's with me forever, not just 
sometimes but at all times." This is the great difference with the Old Testament, 
whenever the Holy Spirit came upon people at certain times but now the Holy Spirit is in 
us at all times. The question I would ask myself then is, "Well, how else can the Holy 
Spirit help?" You know, we read there in verse 17, Jesus continues and he says, "even the
Spirit of truth." So we can see that one of the ways that the Holy Spirit helps us, he's our 
great Helper, is that he reveals to us the truth of the Bible. He's the Spirit of truth and 
actually we can see that clearly later on in the passage whenever it talks about in verse 
26, "the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things." So whenever we read the Bible, we can understand what it means because
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the Holy Spirit is like our great commentator, he's the one who teaches us what the Bible 
means and who God is. He's not teaching us algebraic formulas, he's teaching us what the
Bible means. He's also not teaching us new things because people can stand up and say, 
"Oh, the Holy Spirit told me that if you have six fingers you're more spiritual than 
someone who doesn't," or something like that, and if you don't find it in the Bible, then 
it's not true because the Holy Spirit teaches us what's already in the Bible. 

He doesn't teach us new revelation but what's already there and he brought to the 
disciples' remembrance all that Jesus had said to them so that they could write it down 
and we have that same Spirit today. If the Holy Spirit spoke to the disciples and told them
what had happened so they could write it down clearly, then it's the same Holy Spirit that 
wants us to understand who God is, the same Holy Spirit who wrote the Scriptures, it's 
the same Holy Spirit who wants us to understand the Scriptures and that's why we can 
really trust in God. Whenever we come to read the Bible, we should pray that God will 
help enable us to understand what we're reading and will bring to our minds and our 
hearts what he wants us to understand so that we can change in the way we live. It's 
actually God who helps us understand the Bible as well. That's something else we can't 
boast about, then. You can't boast about understanding the Scriptures well because 
actually it's God who enables you to do that whenever you read his word. 

So we'll continue on. Back to verse 17, "even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him." So the carnal man, the natural 
person, can't understand spiritual truth. It's only if the Spirit of truth is in us that we can 
understand God truly. That's why we read in the Bible it's foolishness to man, but it's 
actually the wisdom of God. People don't understand that. They mock it. They laugh at it.
That gives me comfort as well whenever we do tell people of God and his love for them 
and whenever they laugh at it or mock at it, well, that's what we should expect because 
it's only the Holy Spirit who will reveal it to them, not us. 

Now it shouldn't stop us from passing on the message, you know, it's a bit like Heath was
giving an analogy, I thought it was a good one so I hope you don't mind me saying your 
name. There were two footballers and one of them loves Manchester United, one loves 
Liverpool, and they go into a pub and they argue with each other for ages about which is 
the better team, the Liverpool supporter will still walk out hours later and he'll still be a 
Liverpool supporter, most likely, and the Manchester United supporter will still walk out 
and be a Man U supporter even though they've both relayed and bounced back and forth 
and given each other their own points of view, and it's like that with God. If we are going 
to tell people about God, there may not be any difference but the point is that actually it's 
not us that's creating the difference and that gives me a comfort of knowing that, yes, 
God does want me to pass on the message but change will happen when God wants it to. 
God will use those Scriptures and will use what we've said to convict them. It's not 
actually us that convicts, it's God that convicts and that's the difference between us and 
the Liverpool or Man United supporter, we're not just passing on information, we're 
actually passing on that information and that Scripture with the faith of knowing that God
can use that to change that person's heart. 
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God has chosen to use us as vessels to pass on a message but it's only God who convicts a
heart and changes people and that gives me a great comfort because otherwise I'd be 
striving to convict people and would get very caught up and very upset and very worried 
whenever they don't come to know God because I'm blaming myself for it. That's 
something I used to do before I truly understood that actually it's God who changes the 
heart; all he's asked me to do is pass on the message clearly and God does the work. We 
just sow the seed but God grows the plants and that's amazing.

So it's with that true comfort that we can continue to read in verse 17 that, "You know 
him, for he dwells with you and will be in you." Remember, Jesus said here that the 
world won't know them but you will know them. You will know him, the Holy Spirit, 
because he's going to dwell within you and he'll be with you. So Jesus dwelt with the 
disciples but now God dwells in us, that's the difference. Jesus was alongside them but 
now God is actually in us, dwelling in us as God the Holy Spirit. Our bodies are now 
temples of the Holy Spirit and that gives me the great challenge of knowing that I should,
therefore, honor the temple. I should honor my body and use it for God's glory because 
God's Holy Spirit is within me.

I was thinking about how the carnal man can't understand spiritual truth but a Christian 
can because he's got the Holy Spirit in him. It's a bit like if you had a dog and you were 
eating food and your pet dog would be looking at you eating the food and he'll kind of 
relate to that, he'll understand your joy at the food that you're eating and he'll kind of 
want that for himself, but if you're looking at a painting and admiring its artwork, the dog
won't have the same understanding. He's not going to look at the painting and think, "Ah, 
yes, I see. It's a great work by," whoever. He's going to be looking at it and he might lick 
it, he might chew it, he might bite it, but he'll not understand what you can see unless, of 
course, the human spirit was inside him and then he'd understand. We can't understand 
the Bible unless God's Holy Spirit is within us and then we'll understand because it's a 
whole new realm. So it's a bit of loose analogy, but I hope you get the point.

Verse 18, Jesus says, "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you." You know, 
Jesus, I think this means two different things. Jesus will appear before them after the 
resurrection and I think it's interesting that he does appear to them and then disappears, 
and appears and disappears very quickly a lot of times, because perhaps he was weaning 
them from depending on his physical presence to starting to depend more on his 
omnipresence and the fact that he's everywhere, but Jesus doesn't just appear before them 
after the resurrection physically lots of different times but he also appears in us by 
providing the Helper of the same kind. 

So whenever Jesus says, "I will not leave you as orphans," I believe he was speaking 
about the fact that the Holy Spirit is now in us, with us at all times. The very nature and 
personal presence of Christ is now in us and that's why whenever people say, "Oh, I wish 
I was one of the disciples back then," I get what they mean but I wouldn't because now 
we have something, we now have God in us at all times. They didn't have that and, of 
course, until Pentecost, but they didn't have Christ in them, they had Christ with them. 
But we have this amazing gift of having the Holy Spirit and that's just amazing.
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Verse 19, Jesus says, "Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will 
see me." So Jesus is going to appear before Christians only after the resurrection and, of 
course, the Holy Spirit resides only in Christians. 

Then he says, "Because I live, you also will live." I think that's an amazing little 
statement there. "Because I live, you also will live," what a strong foundation we have, 
that we know that we cannot perish. There is no way we can perish because until Christ 
will perish, we will never perish. Because Jesus lives, we also will live and we know that 
Jesus will never perish, that God will never perish, and so because of that, we know that 
we, too, if we're in God, we'll never perish. If God's in us, then what can be against us?

Verse 20, Jesus says, "In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 
and I in you." Another amazing statement because we can see the Trinitarian unity there, 
that Christ is in the Father and we are in Christ and Christ is in us and that's been revealed
to us by the Holy Spirit. So we can see the Holy Spirit, God the Father, and God the Son 
in that and the fact that Christ is in the Father but we are in Christ and Christ is in us, and 
all of that is revealed to us by the Holy Spirit, but we can also see that we are now 
partakers of that unity, that we can be in Christ, and he is inviting us into himself, into 
God, and part of the Trinity, that we can now be in him, partakers of him. 

I think that's amazing. You know, I think us in Christ and Christ in us are two different 
statements. You know, us in Christ, that's our standing in Christ but we are, as Christians 
we're joint heirs of Christ but we have this promise of eternal life. Then Christ in us, 
that's Christ the Holy Spirit in us individually and as a church. You know, as the church, 
we have the Holy Spirit in us, we should, therefore, have no excuse to stand up and to 
serve him as a church and to be united together because it's the Holy Spirit, our Helper, 
our Comforter, our Strengthener, who is with us at all times. 

So it's a challenge because we have to ask ourselves, is that reflected in us individually 
that the Holy Spirit is in us? Is that reflected in how we live? Do we turn to God and do 
we ask him for his strength? Do we know that it's there because the Holy Spirit's in us? 
Do we know that we can stand up and be bold for him? Because, after all, it's God 
working through us and not ourselves. Do we as a church stand up and follow God and 
we're not afraid of anything that might assail because we know that it's God working in 
us? Because we should. We should be able to stand up and serve him no matter what 
because we know that it's actually not us doing the work, it's God working through us. 
This should completely change the way we live if we truly believe that.

Verse 21, Jesus says, "Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who 
loves me." So it's not just he who preaches about them or boasts about his biblical 
knowledge or seeks praise from men, it's he who loves God that will keep his 
commandments, if you love God in word and action. That's why Jesus said to the 
disciples, "If you love me, this is how I will know that you're my disciples, that you love 
one another." Our love for each other and our love for God, well, that's the evidence that 
we're Christians. You know, that special, different, amazing kind of love that we have for
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each other that no matter what happens to each other, that we still love each other. That 
deep and radical love that we have for each other should awaken others to seeing, 
"There's something different about these people. They're not just normal people. There's 
something different about them. They have this love that is not explainable in the world's 
standards."

Then we have, of course, Judas speaks up. You know, Judas has been listening to all this 
and he's been listening to Jesus saying that he's going to manifest himself to them and not
to the world, and he's a bit confused because Judas, not Iscariot, was one of the disciples 
and he had been, I'm sure like many of the disciples, following Jesus, especially at the 
start and perhaps out of a desire to see Jesus overthrow the Romans and to conquer, 
become this conquering king, and to make his mark in the world and he's thinking, "Well,
how can you manifest yourself to us and not to the whole world if he's here today?" You 
know, and of course, that's not what Jesus came to do. He didn't come to establish a 
kingdom physically on earth. 

Judas, not Iscariot, has been given different names in the Bible. He's called Judas, the son
of James. Judas, by the way, means Jehovah leads, so Judas might not be a very nice 
name because of the correlation to Judas Iscariot. That is actually a beautiful name 
because it means that Jehovah leads but he's also called in Matthew 10:3, he's called 
Thaddaeus. So it's a nickname he's given, it's Thaddaeus, which means like a nursing 
child. So physically like a mommy's boy, is what I might take from that. I don't know 
what you might take from a nursing child but for me, I kind of think he might have been a
bit of a mommy's boy. He's called Lebbaeus in Matthew 10:3 as well, which means heart 
child. So you kind of get this idea he's maybe a bit of a soft kind of natured person. I'm 
trying to imagine him next to Simon the Zealot, or next to James and John, the sons of 
thunder, or the brash Peter, and you can see that God calls all sorts of people, you know, 
whether or not we're soft or brash or however we might be, whatever our temperament 
might be. God can use all of us for his glory and that's amazing as well.

But anyway, here's what Judas says, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us,
and not to the world?" And of course, if he'd been listening carefully, he might have 
already gotten the answer that, "Because I live, you also will live," is what Jesus says, so 
he's talking about the Holy Spirit. 

Some special examples we see in the Bible is that actually at times we can see him better 
than at other times. For example, Mary whenever she was at the tomb, she saw Jesus in a 
way that was more clear than other times she had seen him. Or the transfiguration, 
whenever the disciples see Jesus, it says they saw Jesus and I think it meant something a 
bit deeper than just having seen him all the rest of the time. Or in Emmaus whenever the 
people said, "Our hearts burn within us," I think that's like that for us sometimes, too. 
Sometimes we see Christ more clearly than other times and Jesus has manifested himself 
to us and that's amazing that he's done that in the Holy Spirit, and at times we will see 
Jesus reveal himself to us in a clearer way and, of course, that's related to how we walk 
with him, too. If we are walking closely to God, we will see him more clearly. It's like 
Jesus says, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God," and we should strive to

Page 8 of 11



have a pure heart because we want to see God more clearly in our lives. Now he has 
manifested himself to us and that's why we can live in a radically different way than 
others, is because we have Christ in us and we can see him in our lives.

But Jesus answered him in verse 23, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him." So God's 
Holy Spirit is in us, God is revealed to us, but it's only for those who love him in word 
and action, you know, if we are truly Christians. Now it's not saying that we have to love 
God and, therefore, by loving God the Holy Spirit will come, but it's that if we are 
already Christians, if the Holy Spirit dwells in us that will be evident in our love to him in
our words and actions. It's like they say, in the Bible we read, "By their fruits you will 
know them." 

If someone is truly a Christian, it will be evident in how they live and, again, that comes 
back to the challenge that if we are truly Christians, if we truly have God's Spirit in us, it 
should be evident in how we live, that we should love him and keep his word because, 
after all, Jesus says in verse 24, "Whoever does not love me does not keep my words." 
That's how you tell the difference. If someone truly loves God, they will keep his words. 
If they don't, they won't. You can't love the teacher and refuse his teaching. If you're truly
a Christian, it should be evident in how you live.\

He says, "And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent me." That's an
amazing line because surely if anyone could have spoken his own word, it would be 
Jesus. You know, we don't have much of a claim to say something and then say that we 
should believe it because I said it, but truly Jesus could have said something and said, 
"You believe it because I said it," and yet he was a messenger and he was delivering the 
message of the Father. He says, "What you hear is not mine but the Father's who sent 
me." So how much more should we as sinful messengers rely on the words of God and 
teach only his message and not thwart it in any way, not change it or twist it but teach 
only what God has shown us? Again, it comes back to the fact that if we truly share God's
word with others, then we just leave it at that and God is the one who convicts. He's the 
one who changes the heart. All he's asked us to do is to pass on the message clearly and if
Jesus did that, then how much more should we?

To finish off, we've got 25 and 26. It says, Jesus says, "These things I have spoken to you
while I am still with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you." And I've already talked about that, the fact that the Spirit doesn't teach us 
anything new but he shows us what's in the Scripture; he brings it to our remembrance, 
the holy Scripture, to help us follow him; and of course, that all Scripture is God-
breathed.

Verse 27, Jesus says, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you." It's only now that 
Jesus is saying, "I'm giving you my peace," because now we should understand that this 
peace is coming from the Holy Spirit; that if we truly love God, then that should reflect in
how we live. God's Holy Spirit helps us to love him and then if we love him, that should 

Page 9 of 11



reflect in our peace that we have with God and it's to reflect in the joy that we have with 
God in verse 28, you'd rejoice, and it should reflect in our faith that we have for God.

So I'm just going to show you a picture we've got here. I was trying to fit it together and I
was thinking of it this way at the start. So the believers or the disciples. The Son, of 
course, is Jesus. It's a bit like a triangle here. The believers have the Son with them. Jesus
was with them and, of course, the Son had love which reflects in faith, joy and peace to 
the Father. But whenever Jesus was leaving, the believers were scared. The disciples 
were saying, "What's going to happen to us whenever Jesus leaves and goes back to the 
Father?" And the Father and the Son have love for each other and they have this faith, joy
and peace in each other, but now we are separate from all of that. But Jesus is saying, 
"Don't worry. I'm not going to leave you as orphans. I'm going to give you the Holy 
Spirit, you know, another Helper." And whenever we have the Holy Spirit, then the Holy 
Spirit in us and that enables us to have love for God which reflects in the faith and the joy
and the peace that we have in our lives, and then that is how we are connected to God the 
Father and the Son. But actually it's a bit more than that because it's not just that we are 
with the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit is in us. We are in. The Holy Spirit is in us and 
because the Holy Spirit is in us, we can, therefore, have love for God, and if we truly 
have love for God that will be reflected in the peace and the joy and the faith that we 
have in our lives as we are in our relationship with God the Father and God the Son.

So that's just the picture a put together to try to explain the verses and, of course, it's not 
perfect but it just kind of explains it a little bit. Jesus is saying here that he calls the 
Father greater, just to finish off because I can see we're late here so I'll just stop in this 
verse. But verse 28 he says, "I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I," 
and you might ask yourself, "Well, how is the Father greater?" It's in role and not in 
nature so by nature God is God. Jesus is the Son of God, therefore, he's God. The Father 
is God as well and the Holy Spirit is God. They're all equally God. The three of them 
together are one God, the Trinity, but in role the Father is greater. The Father has sent the
Son into the earth and in the Incarnation, Jesus has become human and by his humility he
has humbled himself, he's become a servant, and he's even a servant to death. Then, of 
course, he's saying to them, "I have become a servant for you. The Father is greater than 
I, but I am coming back to the Father and that should give you joy." Verse 28 says, "If 
you loved me, you would rejoice because I'm going to the Father." He's going back and 
reassuming his position at the right hand of the glory of the Father and he's saying, "You 
should rejoice about this," because Jesus isn't dead any longer. He is alive again. He is 
alive again. That should give us joy knowing that Jesus is now exalted on high with the 
Father and that we can have a relationship with him through the Holy Spirit who is in us 
at all times forever.

So we'll stop there but I just hope that that's encouraging because it reminds us that Jesus 
Christ hasn't left us as orphans. Here we have the Holy Spirit in us, enabling us to follow 
God. We've got nothing to boast about because it's God working in us. We don't need to 
worry about convicting others, we simply share the message that God has given us and 
know that it's God who changes hearts and God who convicts, just like he did for us. 
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And at the very end of the passage Jesus says to the disciples, "Rise, let us go from here."
Jesus is getting up, leaving the supper table and going to Gethsemane. You know, his 
eyes fixed on the cross. And we, too, whenever he said to the disciples, "Rise, let us go 
from here," that's put like a challenge to us as well. We should rise and go with God 
wherever he calls us to go. The disciples were following Jesus and he was calling them to
follow him even to where he was going to be crucified and, of course, they ran away but 
it reminds us of the cost of discipleship. Whenever God says to us, "Rise, let us go from 
here," and he tells us where to go and he shows us what he would like us to do for him, 
we should be able to do that because the Holy Spirit's in us and enables us to follow him.

So it's a challenge for us to remember that we shouldn't be afraid of God's call but we 
should be confident because we have the Holy Spirit in us that enables us to do all things 
for his glory. 

Let's just bow our heads and we'll pray.

Dear Lord God, I just thank you that your Son did not leave us as orphans whenever he 
left this earth but that after his death and resurrection, that whenever he ascended back 
into heaven, he gave us, you give us the Holy Spirit who is now within us, that we can 
still be in a relationship with you, that we can still call out to you, that you still hear us 
because the Holy Spirit works in us. But your Holy Spirit helps us to understand your 
word, the Bible, and in doing so enables us to love you and in our love for you, we can 
now have peace and joy and faith in knowing that you are our God. I just pray that 
would all be reflected in how we live, that others will see the peace and the faith and the 
joy in our lives and they'll wonder where that comes from and they'll see the love that we 
have for you and that they, too, will want that for themselves and knowing you as their 
Savior. In your gracious name. Amen.
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