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There are two ways to learn: painful personal experience or by watching the painful 

personal experience of others. 

I. There is tragedy in store for those who do not learn from the past. (v. 2:6-11) 

Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as he did—

with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law 

of Moses. (2 Kings 23:25) 

 

For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them in chains 

of darkness to be held for judgment; if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the 

flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 

if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them 

an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;  and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, 

who was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless (for that righteous man, living 

among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and 

heard)— if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the 

unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment. This is especially true of those who follow 

the corrupt desire of the flesh and despise authority. (2 Peter 2:4-10) 

 

Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his 

people out of Egypt, but later destroyed those who did not believe. And the angels who did not 

keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper dwelling—these he has kept in 

darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day. In a similar way, 

Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual immorality and 

perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 

1:5-7) 

 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

(Romans 15:4) 

 

II. Admission of sin is essential to forgiveness. (v. 12-13) 

I will proclaim the name of the LORD. 

    Oh, praise the greatness of our God! 

He is the Rock, his works are perfect, 

    and all his ways are just. 

A faithful God who does no wrong, 

    upright and just is he. 



They are corrupt and not his children; 

    to their shame they are a warped and crooked generation. 

Is this the way you repay the LORD, 

    you foolish and unwise people? 

Is he not your Father, your Creator, 

    who made you and formed you? (Deuteronomy 32:3-6) 

 

Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

    your faithfulness to the skies. 

Your righteousness is like the highest mountains, 

    your justice like the great deep. (Psalm 36:5-6a) 

 

What if some were unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify God’s faithfulness? Not at all! 

Let God be true, and every human being a liar. (Romans 3:3-4a) 

 

if we are faithless, 

    he remains faithful, 

    for he cannot disown himself. (2 Timothy 2:13) 

 
 “‘But if they will confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors—their unfaithfulness and 

their hostility toward me, which made me hostile toward them so that I sent them into the land 

of their enemies—then when their uncircumcised hearts are humbled and they pay for their sin, 

I will remember my covenant with Jacob and my covenant with Isaac and my covenant with 

Abraham, and I will remember the land. For the land will be deserted by them and will enjoy its 

sabbaths while it lies desolate without them. They will pay for their sins because they rejected 

my laws and abhorred my decrees. Yet in spite of this, when they are in the land of their 

enemies, I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them completely, breaking my 

covenant with them. I am the LORD their God. But for their sake I will remember the covenant 

with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in the sight of the nations to be their God. I 

am the LORD.’” (Leviticus 26:40-45) 

 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my 

transgressions to the Lord.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin. (Psalm 32:5) 

 

Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces them 

finds mercy. (Proverbs 28:13) 

 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9) 

 

III. The repentant will find new mercies from the Lord. (v. 14-16) 

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true 

one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven 

to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year 



with blood that is not his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the 

creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away 

with sin by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a 

second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. (Hebrews 

9:24-28) 

 

IV. God promises a reunited Israel with Jerusalem the center of worship. (v. 17-18) 

In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

    as the highest of the mountains; 

it will be exalted above the hills, 

    and all nations will stream to it. 

Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, 

    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, 

    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

They will beat their swords into plowshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

Come, descendants of Jacob, 

    let us walk in the light of the LORD. (Isaiah 2:2-5) 

 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 

will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3) 
 

V. God reveals His broken, yet still merciful heart. (v. 19-22) 

 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 

longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you 

were not willing. (Matthew 23:37) 

 

The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, 

‘Belonging to Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, 

and write on it, ‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Israelites associated with 

him.’ Join them together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand. 

“When your people ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ say to them, ‘This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s 



hand—and of the Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick. I will make 

them into a single stick of wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ Hold before their eyes 

the sticks you have written on  and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will 

take the Israelites out of the nations where they have gone. I will gather them from all around 

and bring them back into their own land. I will make them one nation in the land, on the 

mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them and they will never again be two 

nations or be divided into two kingdoms. They will no longer defile themselves with their idols 

and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful 

backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God. (Ezekiel 

27:15-23) 

 

VI. Jeremiah responded to God’s words with heartfelt contrition. (v. 22b-25) 

I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 

“Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love him 

and keep his commandments, we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have 

rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. We have not listened to your 

servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our ancestors, and 

to all the people of the land. 

“Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the people of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have 

scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. We and our kings, our princes and our 

ancestors are covered with shame, LORD, because we have sinned against you. The Lord our 

God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; we have not obeyed 

the LORD our God or kept the laws he gave us through his servants the prophets. All Israel has 

transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you. 

“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, 

have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. You have fulfilled the words 

spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing on us great disaster. Under the whole 

heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. Just as it is written in 

the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come on us, yet we have not sought the favor of the 

LORD our God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. The LORD did not 

hesitate to bring the disaster on us, for the LORD our God is righteous in everything he does; yet 

we have not obeyed him. 

“Now, Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a mighty hand and who made 

for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong. Lord, in 

keeping with all your righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your 

city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our ancestors have made Jerusalem and your 

people an object of scorn to all those around us. 

“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look with 

favor on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and see the 

desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are 

righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! Lord, hear and act! For 

your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.” (Daniel 

9:4-19) 



 

VII. God’s people have a responsibility to the rest of the world. (v. 4:1-2) 

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

    you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; 

    a broken and contrite heart 

    you, God, will not despise. (Psalm 51:16-17) 

 

After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time—if you 

then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God 

and arousing his anger, I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you this day that 

you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not 

live there long but will certainly be destroyed. The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, 

and only a few of you will survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you. There 

you will worship man-made gods of wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 

But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you seek him with all your 

heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress and all these things have happened to you, 

then in later days you will return to the LORD your God and obey him. For the LORD your God 

is a merciful God; he will not abandon or destroy you or forget the covenant with your 

ancestors, which he confirmed to them by oath. (Deuteronomy 4:25-31) 

 

Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be 

blessed through him. (Genesis 18:18) 

 

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare 

    a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine— 

    the best of meats and the finest of wines. 

On this mountain he will destroy 

    the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 

the sheet that covers all nations; 

    he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 

    from all faces; 

he will remove his people’s disgrace 

    from all the earth. 

The LORD has spoken. 

In that day they will say, 

“Surely this is our God; 

    we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; (Isaiah 25:6-9) 

 


