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THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
Sermon Notes

The Feast of Tabernacles, part 7
John 7:40-52

August 21, 2005

 This section is full of irony, thus revealing several important truths 
concerning the nature of man and the divine nature of the Christ

Verse 40 – 42

 John states, “Some of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, 
‘This certainly is the Prophet.’”

o It appears that the words of Jesus in Verses 37 – 38 caused some of the people to 
think about Moses again and the miracle by which he provided (actually, God 
provided) water to the Hebrews when he struck the rock in the wilderness (Recall 
Exodus 17:6; Numbers 20:11)

o This is why “some of the people” quickly associated Jesus with the “Prophet like 
Moses” that was predicted in Deuteronomy 18:15-18

 Others believed that Jesus was “the Christ.”

o There was great confusion as to the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth.

o During the first century, Palestine was rife with messianic expectations.

o Different groups of Israelites had differing views concerning the coming Messiah:

 Those in the Qumran community surrounding the Dead Sea (from where 
we get the Dead Sea Scrolls) anticipated at least three eschatological figures:     
(1) the coming Prophet, (2) a Royal / Kingly Messiah from the line of David 
(Tribe of Judah), and (3) a Priestly Messiah from the line of Aaron (the Tribe 
of Levi).
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 The Samaritans anticipated (1) the Prophet / Messiah [they believed that 
the Prophet (of Deuteronomy 18:15-18) and the Messiah would be the same
individual].  

 The Jews (of Judea) anticipated (1) the return of Elijah who would “prepare 
the way” for the coming Messiah, (2) a Prophet like Moses (Deut. 18:15-18), 
and (3) the Messiah / the Christ.

o Ironically, amidst all of this speculation and anticipation of the coming Messiah, 
Jesus rejected by those searching the most eagerly [for the Messiah].  Of course, 
they wanted a Messiah that fit their definition.

 Others, however, were stating, “Surely Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He?  Has 
not the scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from 
Bethlehem, the village where David was?”

o Most likely, here, John is referring to the Jerusalemites, or Judeans.

o This passage reveals two (2) beliefs the Jews had concerning the coming Messiah:

1. He would come from David’s family (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 89:3-4; Isaiah 
9:7; 55:3)

2. He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)

o However, in the “educated” minds of these Jews, Jesus was not from Bethlehem, He 
was a Galilean!  Therefore, He could definitely NOT be the Messiah, the Christ.

o Notice how the Pharisees continued to force their belief of what the Messiah would 
be like onto Jesus Christ.

True worship must worship God as He exists, not as we wish Him to be.  The 
essence of idolatry is the making of images of God.  An image is a shadow, a 
false representation.  We may not bow before a statue or figure, but if we make 
an image of God in our mind that is not in accord with God’s revelation of 
himself, then we are not worshipping in truth. James White, The Forgotten Trinity

o Notice the irony here:

1. Jesus was born in Bethlehem (Mathew 2:5-6; Luke 2:4, 15), although He spent 
the majority of His life in Galilee.

2. Jesus Christ, “was born of a descendant of David according to the flesh” 
(Romans 1:3), thus fulfilling the Scriptures perfectly.
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3. The Pharisees are so confident that they know Jesus’ origin; however, they are 
not as correct as they think they are.  For, Jesus Christ came ultimately, not 
from Bethlehem or Galilee, but from eternity, Heaven (John 3:8; 8:14, 23)

Verses 43 – 44 

 It should be of no surprise to the reader of the Gospel of John that Jesus, again, causes a 
division, literally, a schisma

 Notice again that, “Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him.”

o There is no doubt that the reason that “no one laid hands on Him” was because 
“His hour had not yet come.”  See again, the sovereignty of God, in ensuring that 
Jesus’ arrest occurred at the proper time in accordance with His will.

Verses 45 – 46 

 The “officers” or “temple guards” now return to the chief priests (Sadducees) and Pharisees 
following their efforts to seize Jesus, armed with an official arrest warrant.

 However, the Sadducees and the Pharisees are bewildered as to why the officers did not 
have Jesus: “Why did you not bring Him?”

 The officers respond, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks.”

o The Greek word, translated, “the way” is outw, outos which, “puts the emphasis on 
the manner rather than the content of his teaching.”

o One scholar notes concerning this Verse, “The authority, majesty, and power of the 
speaker restrained these officers.”

o C.K. Barrett takes it a step further, stating, “The speech of Jesus is not the speech of 
a man.  The constables were cowed by his superhuman authority.”

o This theme echoes throughout the Gospels.  In Matthew 7:29 (as well as Mark 1:22), 
it says, “When Jesus had finished these words, the crowds were amazed at His 
teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their 
scribes.”

o It is important to remember that the officers of the Temple were chosen from the 
Levites.  They were trained in the Scriptures and Jewish tradition.  In other words, 
they were not, unlike the Roman guards, mercenaries and brutal barbarians.

o It is as though the words of Jesus connected with the guards on some level and, thus, 
tore each of them apart “on the inside” similar to the way Jesus caused the division 
in the crowd “on the outside.”
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o Two aspects of this account are quite remarkable and reveal the powerful impact 
Jesus’ words had on the guards (they involve what is NOT said here):

1. They attempted to make no excuses concerning their failure to seize Jesus

2. Given the apparent size of the crowd at this time, it is likely that several 
guards were dispatched to capture Jesus (five or six, or even more).  
However, unlike with the crowd, there appears to be no division among the 
guards concerning Jesus.

o It is important to note that the reaction of the guards does not indicate genuine faith, 
for it was not the content of Jesus’ message that caught their attention.  It is simply 
that they were amazed at the authority with which He spoke.

o The primary point that John is making here is that “never has a man spoken the 
way” Jesus spoke simply because Jesus was not a mere man: He was fully (100%) 
God and fully (100%) man.

Verses 47 – 49

 The Pharisees, then, ask the temple guards, “You have not also been led astray, have you?”

 Notice, once more, the irony here: The temple guards are not the ones led astray, but, rather, 
it is the Pharisees and the Sadducees who are.

 Verse 48 anticipates a negative, “No” response to the question “No one of the rulers 
[Sadducees] or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he?”

 The Pharisees, then, in Verse 49, assert, “But this crowd which does not know the Law is 
accursed.”

o Once again, this statement is full of irony.

o The Pharisees determined that there were 613 commandments in the Law, and 
they believed that they could keep each one, as well as the entire oral tradition.  
They prided themselves in this belief.

o Further, they accuse the crowd of not knowing the Law.  Yet, if the Pharisees 
actually knew the Law (versus knowing about it), they would have recognized Jesus of 
Nazareth as the perfect fulfillment of the Old Testament.

o The words of the Pharisees, in Verses 47 – 49, reveal, not the ignorance of 
the crowd, but the ignorance of themselves!

o William Barclay writes, “Their [the Pharisees’] plea was: ‘Nobody who is spiritually 
and academically of any account has believed on this Jesus.  Only ignorant fools 
accept him.’  It is indeed a terrible thing when a man thinks himself either too clever 
or too good to need Jesus Christ…”
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o The words of the Pharisees here reflect the common feeling of the rabbis toward the 
common people, or “the people of the land,” which they were often 
condescendingly refer to as.

 Among the Pharisees, “the people of the land,” i.e. the common people, 
referred to those who did not know the Law (both the Law of Moses as well 
as the Oral Tradition).

 The school of Rabbi Meir said, “If anyone has learned the Scripture and the 
Mishnah [the body of Jewish Rabbinical Tradition] but has not served as a 
student of the Learned he is one of the people of the land.  If he has learned 
the Scripture but not he Mishnah he is an uneducated man; if he has learned 
neither the Scripture nor the Mishnah the Scripture says of him: ‘I sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of men and seed of 
cattle [i.e. he is indistinguishable from an animal]’”

o The Pharisees call the crowd “accursed.”

 Deuteronomy 27:26 states, “‘Cursed is he who does not confirm the words 
of this law by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’”

 Again, this Verse reminds us how “God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world 
to shame the things which are strong” (1 Corinthians 27).

 Yet, ironically, in their unbelief, the Pharisees had “been judged already, 
because [they] had not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God” (John 3:18)

 The Pharisees, not the crowed, are the ones accursed for not believing in 
Jesus Christ, the perfect fulfillment of the Law

Verses 50-51

 Notice the full force of John’s irony: The Pharisees have denied that any educated person 
believed in Jesus, and then Nicodemus, “the teacher of Israel” (John 3:10), steps forward.

 Further irony is present, in that Nicodemus points out that the Pharisees, the protectors of 
the Law, HAVE NOT KEPT THE LAW!

 Nicodemus states, “Our Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows 
what he is doing, does it?”

o This question begs a negative answer.
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o It is unclear what Old Testament passage Nicodemus is quoting from, but, possibly, 
it is Deuteronomy 1:16.

o The official Rabbinic Rule (which He may also been quoting) states, “Unless a moral 
hears the pleas that a man can put forward, he is not able to give judgment” (Exodus 
Rabbah 21:3)

 Despite Nicodemus’ apparent defense of Jesus, He does not yet appear to be a true disciple 
of Christ.  He appears to be simply calling for a fair, Lawful, examination of the claims of 
Jesus.

Verse 52

 The Pharisees respond to Nicodemus with contempt: “You are not also from Galilee, are 
you?”

 Those from Galilee were viewed as inferior by the rulers in Jerusalem.

 They, then, state, “Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.”

o This section concludes with a classic bit of irony:

 Several Old Testament prophets had already come out of Galilee:

 Jonah (2 Kings 14:25)
 possibly Elijah (1 Kings 17:1)
 Nahum (Nahum 1:1)

 The one they were so concerned about, Jesus of Nazareth, had already “arisen” 
out of Galilee (yet, born in Bethlehem), and the futile plans of the corrupt 
Pharisees would do nothing to thwart the plans of the Father (the One who 
sent Him).  Notice, also, the arrogance of the Pharisees.

o It is possibly, maybe even likely, that the phrase above should read, “Search, and see 
that the prophet does not arise out of Galilee.”

 If this is the case, then Jesus perfectly fulfills this role as well, for He was the 
perfect Prophet, Priest and King.


