
The Works of God Displayed - John 9:1-7 7-25-21
There has been a lot said in the last decade about America now being a “Post-Christian” 

nation. A lot of characteristics that dig into this “post” prefix is that we are a nation that, in the 
majority, has left Christianity. “Post” meaning that we are living in a nation that no longer 
identifies itself, generally speaking, as “Christian.” We are now “after” Christianity like 
Christianity has left the building and now we exist without it and while something else has taken 
its place. This is after a long period of time when most of America had identified themselves as 
Christian. So what does this move mean for our society? This means that more and more people 
have little to no understanding of Christian beliefs. So that especially means that many of those 
beliefs don’t effect their lives, the lives of many Americans. The result of this is that the home 
environment growing up for kids does not involve Christian beliefs, schooling has a decrease of 
Christian influence, the way of life is more “secularized” without God and an acknowledgement 
of God, entertainment embraces that worldview where Christian beliefs are not present more and 
more, and the institutions all over America follow suit. To many, even professing Christians, this 
hasn’t been that big a deal. But let’s think about this label, “Post-Christian.” 

What does that mean in reality, because there is no neutrality when it comes to the 
human’s relationship with God and their beliefs regarding Him and His truth, which then effect 
life? And that automatically translates into society and directly effects that society. This “post” 
label gives off an impression of neutrality where much of the nation has just put Christianity to 
the side as the one of many viable options for life that are ok, and so now they’re going with 
something else. Make no mistake of it, we are either for God or against God. And that needs to 
be biblically-speaking according to the belief of God’s truth. So, in reality, a “Post-Christian” 
society is actually an Anti-Christian society. We have just called it “Post-Christian,” because 
we’ve given into its sneaky little deception. The reality of that statement, that a “Post-Christian” 
society is actually an Anti-Christian society, can be realized in a time like ours, because we are 
now seeing a more blatant fallout of this where an Anti-Christian society is more noticeable. This 
is really because there is no such thing a “Post-Christian” society. As soon as our nation became 
characterized as “Post-Christian” it in reality became an Anti-Christian nation. But now as things 
have progressed very quickly it is more clearly seen that there is a growing hostility toward 
biblical Christianity, true Christianity. But, again, the truth is, it’s already been there for some 
time. It just needed various issues to unearth it more. 

Let’s put a little more flesh on this as this gets us into our passage for today. In a “Post-
Christian” society that really has just left Christianity for something else and as it does so 
increasingly then when I make a statement like this, “The eyes of Jesus see everyone, no one is 
hidden from His sight,” then that really does nothing to people. The “Post-Christian” person 
really doesn’t care about that statement. They just move on, leave it alone, and go on to whatever 
their focus is. They don’t bat an eye to that truth, because they are living a life without God and 
they think they are in some neutral space. And it’s not that they necessarily have any outward 
animosity toward that statement, they really just don’t care or give it a second thought really. 
Fueling this more has been the tutor of the “Post-Christian” era, Post-Modernism, where truth, 
morality, justice, and other facets of life are all subjective. They are all determined by you, 
because you are the ultimate authority. There is no objective standard for truth, morality, or 
justice, or the like. That is the hot-bed for this idea of neutrality, which really doesn’t exist, but is 
seen as, “whatever, you do you.” So the “Post-Christian” society then is quite indifferent to 



Christian truth, even when it professes to be Christian, which is common. But let us remember 
who “Post-Christian” really is.

When we get into an Anti-Christian society, which is really what the “Post-Christian” is 
as it reveals its true colors, then a statement like, “The eyes of Jesus sees everyone, no one is 
hidden from His sight,” is actually offensive. There is actually an outward animosity, resistance, 
and pushback against such a statement. But regardless of the society we face, statements of truth 
like this must be said. This was the case in Jesus’ day as He lived in an Anti-Christian society. 
We’ve been seeing it all throughout this Gospel. 

And this is where we start today as we then, by God’s grace alone, can truly understand 
how we are born in sin for the purpose of God displaying His work in us no matter what society 
we are in. This grace is for those that He “sees” and stops at. So as we come to the works of God 
displayed we highlight these three points, 1) the Sent One sees (v. 1), 2) the Sent One works (vv. 
2-6), and 3) the Sent One sends (v. 7).

When did Jesus see you and stop? Jesus, the Sent One, sees everyone, but when did He 
see you and stop at you? Chapter 8 ends with, “and He thus passed by, going through the midst 
of them” and then chapter 9 begins, “and passing by He” or as the ESV “as He passed by, He 
saw a man blind from birth.” So what does this mean? 

For one, this means that He passed by other people before He stopped at this particular 
man. This is a terrifying reality that many will eventually come to know. Jesus will judge all 
people on that last day when the books of our conscience are opened and the secrets of our hearts 
are exposed before Him on that day. The final reality will be revealed of what already took place 
in our life. We are either for God or we are against God and that is not determined by our 
feelings or opinions, but by God’s truth and the righteousness of Jesus. So in His justice He will 
have passed by many people as He leaves them to themselves. 

Two, this also means that He stopped at a particular man. There is grace to be given from 
the arm of the Lord in Christ. God’s eye of sovereign grace knows who he is looking for within 
human history and He finds them in His timing in order that He bring them to salvation in His 
Son. So Jesus Himself sees and stops at everyone that He will effectually call to through His 
gospel, so that they come to Him and receive eternal life. In this giving of grace God has a 
purpose for those whom He brings to life. 

And three, this also means that Jesus saw in His omniscience that this man had been born 
blind. This is a testimony to the fact that Jesus is God in the flesh. He is every bit the same as 
God the Father in His being, in His person. And His divine nature is co-existing with His human 
nature all for the purpose of fulfilling His Father’s will. He was to leave in judgment those that 
His Father did not give Him and He was to stop at those that His Father did give Him. One of 
those recipients of His grace was this man who was born blind. 

We live in a time where the majority of the people really could care less about what I’ve 
just said. For many they may put up with it or give a head nod to it, but with an indifference and 
complacency they really just cast it aside. For a majority this doesn’t bring about a fear of God, 
because there is no fear of God before their eyes. This is true both in the terrified sense and in the 
reverential sense. Within an Anti-Christian society large amounts of people are not terrified of 
God. They mock Him instead. This is done in and out of the church. Outside of the church it is 
quite obvious what it looks like, but within the professing church it is believing in a different god 
while thinking that who they believe in is the real God. So the true God and whatever is said in 



truth about Him and His ways are cast aside when someone believes in a different Jesus, and a 
different god, and a different way of salvation. So for these false believers they should be 
terrified of God, but they aren’t. On the flip side much of this truth doesn’t bring about a 
reverential awe and fear of God in His greatness, supremacy, and justice, because, again, many 
people don’t believe in the God of the Bible according to who he has revealed Himself to be. 
Many people’s version of God is a superficial, shallow, weak, and all-accepting god with limited 
knowledge who doesn’t draw people into a true reverence. But no one is hidden from His sight. 
So we pray for Him to stop at sinners. We strive in our responsibility to serve the gospel to 
people hoping that He stops and puts His work of grace on display. We do this because He saw 
us and has stopped at us. He has made us see Him, His salvation, and His way of life for us. 
Evidence of this is seen in His work displayed in us and through us. 

What must also be recognized is that many true Christian can temporarily lose their fear 
of God, because of unrepentant sin or influence from godlessness. This can easily happen when 
the majority around them are, in truth, against God A society can reflect that reality. 

Built upon His omniscience and gracious providence much of this passage brings out the 
works of Jesus, the Sent One, which is the works of Him who sent Jesus. What we see here is a 
physical illustration of what would happen to this man spiritually, as we will see later on. Much 
of this involves the same pattern as we saw before with the invalid man in John 5 who was made 
able to walk by the power of Jesus. The difference between the two is that with the invalid man 
the focus was on the walking, which related to sin primarily. With this man born blind the focus 
is on the seeing, which will relate to knowing the person of Jesus primarily. This is following up 
the situation in John 8 that not only brought out the truth about our sin, but also that the Jews 
weren’t seeing Jesus for who He really was, the I AM, God in the flesh, the Messiah. All of this 
situation with this blind man is for the purpose that the works of God would be displayed in him. 
It was the physical giving of sight that reinforced Jesus’ divine nature and it was the spiritual 
giving of sight that would then bring in all the more who He was and why He came. 

So Jesus’ disciples coming to know that this man was born blind wrestled with the 
question of why. Was he born blind, because he sinned in the womb or was it because of his 
parent’s sinning? This is essentially the same question we ask when something happens to us or 
someone else. Was it because of me? We so easily run there with, often times, an imbalance at 
play that doesn’t have a category for the answer that Jesus gives His disciples here as to really 
why this man was born blind. So they are fixated on the cause in looking backward without a 
recognition for where Jesus looks to, which was forward to the purpose of it. This is an 
application we need to make that doesn’t ignore the need for examining our own lives and our 
sin, but also shows us that we must have a larger category that encompasses the sovereign plan 
and providential working of God. If something goes wrong we are so quick to think that either 
God is punishing us or we don’t have enough faith, without giving it a thought that God, because 
He is sovereign over all, has a greater purpose in so much of what goes on and what happens in 
our lives. Again, this doesn’t take out the fact that we need to examine ourselves in how we live 
and negate our need to repent of our sins, as this doesn’t take away the truth that this man was a 
sinner, but we must have room for what Jesus answers of why this man was born blind, “that the 
works of God might be displayed in him.” This must give us a greater picture of God’s grace and 
mercy not only in the giving of spiritual life as we are seeing in this chapter, but also in the 
maintaining of that spiritual life that God works and completes. God doesn’t punish His children 



in the way we make it out to be. He works all things for the good of those who are loving Him, 
those who are called according to His purpose. Even when it is His Fatherly discipline. 

Now notice further in verse 4 that Jesus says, “WE must work the works of him who sent 
me.” Jesus is including His disciples in this, and all other Christians by application. We are to do 
the works of God. What does that refer to? In its immediate connection to His specific 12 
disciples here it includes the physical signs along with the spiritual change. Just like Jesus when 
these signs authenticated His divine nature, when these disciples would do these signs it would 
be to authenticate their office as Apostles (capital A). This would have great significance for 
them as they would be the foundation upon which the church would be established. So God 
would use them by working through them to do His work of saving sinners. And so with specific 
cases the physical miracle of giving sight to the blind or making the lame walk or even raising 
people from the dead was to point to the spiritual reality of what salvation was. 

For those who were not Apostles with a capital A, which would be this blind man, they 
were still sent out to work the works of God, which is to be instruments used by God to declare 
the message of salvation that comes from His mouth and apply it to sinners who are blind, lame, 
and dead. Now this isn’t to over-spiritualize this, but Jesus uses dirt, which we are made out of, 
and He takes what comes out of His mouth and combines it to apply an anointing that physically 
represents what salvation is in making the blind see. So God uses His people and His gospel 
message to bring sight, which is a part of the spiritual life He gives in salvation. He brings sight 
to those who are in darkness. And He does this when He sees those He will save and He stops at 
them to achieve this work, which is a work of God that had been ordained before the foundation 
of the world. God has people to save in every generation and so He sends His messengers out to 
gather His people. This is the work that comes from God that we are to participate in. 

And there is an urgency in this mission, because there will come a time when night will 
come and no one will be able to work. What does this mean? The day is life and the night is 
death and when death comes, then no one can work. Death is just around the corner for everyone. 
Our lives are gone in a blink of an eye in the grand scheme of human history. We can’t afford to 
be complacent in our responsibility to do the works of God. You can look at this from either the 
standpoint of the one who is to do the works of God or the one who is to be approached, the one 
who is evangelized. Either way we get to the same point. If you are the one doing the 
evangelizing, you don’t know when your last day will be. You don’t know how much time you 
have to procrastinate in confronting the world of its evil works and calling people to salvation in 
Christ alone. So to live is to be diligent in the labor of the Lord knowing that our labor is not in 
vain. Also we don’t know how long the ones that we are to evangelize have. Any of the people 
within our life, no matter how close they are to us, we don’t know when they will go either. So 
we need to work at taking advantage of every opportunity we have while we trust in the 
sovereign plan and work of God. 

Along with this Jesus, again, points to Himself as the light of the world. And with that He 
points to the reality that His time will come to an end and when He is gone there will be no more 
light to come into the world, because He is the Messiah. After Him there will not be another 
sacrifice given for sin. He is it! This, again, showcases who He is and the real reason for why He 
came. 

So “having said these things, He spit on the ground and made mud with this saliva. Then 
He anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam.’” 



“What absurdity,” this blind man could’ve thought. He could’ve said, “There’s no way I’m doing 
what you say. You just spit on the ground, made mud, and rubbed it on my eyes, which is quite 
ridiculous and there are no medicinal qualities in mud anyway.” But this man took Jesus at His 
word and obeyed Him. He was lead away under the authority of Jesus, which is what this 
command really signifies. So He not only listened to what Jesus had said, which shows a trust, 
but he also displays a hope in the outcome of his going and washing in the pool. He believes that 
what Jesus did will give him sight when he washes in the pool. This also conveys a reiterated 
biblical truth in that a sinner being saved and being kept saved is washed with the word, the word 
both referring to Jesus Himself and the gospel. 

What’s more is that the Apostle John included the meaning of this word Siloam for a 
reason. This word means sent. The Greek word is apostello. Sound like anything? Apostle. 
Apostle means to be sent as a messenger, to be sent away with a mission that is given by a 
superior authority. So why is this mentioned? It’s mentioned for one, because it points us to THE 
Sent One, Jesus, who was sent by His Father to be His Father’s messenger. So here in actuality 
this blind man received His sight not because of the pool, though that was used, and not because 
of the mud, though that was used. He received His sight, because Jesus worked the works of 
God. By His divine power, Jesus gave this man his sight. So this man had to come to the Sent 
One. But also, as we will see more later, this man was then sent by the Sent One, Jesus. This man 
who could now see became a messenger who gave testimony to what had happened to him. 

This shows the process of God’s work of grace where a sinner is saved and then sent as a 
messenger, as an apostle (lower case a). We are all sent into the world with the message of Christ 
and Him crucified. The question for us is, will we be like Jonah or like Isaiah? Will we flee in the 
opposite direction and fight against our calling or are we going to say, “Send me” even when no 
one will listen to us? Will we go no matter how much of a struggle it is against ourselves in our 
own nervousness and apprehensions or no matter how much ridicule we receive or no matter 
what may happen to us?

And this is why this comes to such an important issue for us today. We live in an Anti-
Christian nation. That is our reality right now and we need to wake up to that fact. Now here are 
three things that are fundamental for us. 

One, as you live in an Anti-Christian nation, if you are truly in Christ then praise God for 
His glorious grace that you have been saved by. Praise God for the Lord Jesus Christ who was 
your substitute, standing in your place, so that you could be covered in His righteousness while 
He was covered in your sin. Praise God for the effectual calling of the Holy Spirit that gave you 
new life. And praise God that everyday He is working all things together for your good no matter 
what they may seem to look like to you. He is at work to keep you, to grow you, to strengthen 
you, to nourish you, and to purify you through all the ups and downs of this life. So as He saw 
you and stopped and gave you eyes to see, ears to hear, a will to desire, and a heart to obey, 
glorify Him with all your life. And while He sees you still He continues to complete that great 
work that He has begun in you. 

Two, as you live in an Anti-Christian nation, there are many people who need to be 
warned about the judgment to come. And they need to be told about the mercy that is found only 
in the true Jesus and the one way of salvation in Him, so that they can be rescued from the 
judgment to come. There is no one who is hidden from the sight of Jesus and He will judge in 
righteousness. This warning needs to start within the church. So for those who are currently 



separated from God, He sees you. But I pray that that seeing isn’t in His judgment and that He 
does not pass you by, which brings us to…

Three, for those of you in Christ, you are commissioned by God to go. The Sent One has 
sent you out. Go and do the works of God. Go and stop by people and give them the gospel and 
pray that God has ordained to effectually work through you in that going, stopping, and 
proclaiming. You have a duty, so do it to the fullest, knowing that God will save those that He 
has chosen to save, and He uses you in that process. He has entrusted His gospel to you for you 
to use. Fight through all your anxiety and doubt and trust in the God who gave you life. Trust 
that He gives life to whom He pleases and remember how He brings someone to life. Therefore, 
give testimony of God’s grace in the gospel of Jesus Christ while knowing that God uses that 
gospel to save. It is the gospel that is offensive and foolish to those that are perishing, but it is the 
power of God for salvation. Call people to repent and believe. Grow in your understanding of 
what true repentance and saving faith is according to what God has said. And knowing that, be 
ready for the adversity that is to come. This should not surprise us. There is a great need for 
faithful laborers in this Anti-Christian nation we now live in as there was in the days of Jesus and 
the early church. So, after having been fed once more by the One who has been given all 
authority, now go into all the world with your eyes set on the significance of eternity.


