
Which Way? - John 9:8-23 8-1-21
A thousand and one decisions are thrown at us every day. Many of those decisions seem 

insignificant, but more and more, many of the decisions we face have greater significance than 
they had seemed to before. As the current world closes in on Christians, Christians must have a 
greater understanding as to how they are to walk in the time of history they live in. I mentioned 
last week that we are living in an Anti-Christian nation and, in fact, it has been like that for some 
time now. Whichever way you go in agreement to that or in disagreement, it’s going to effect 
how you live. It is going to effect the day to day decisions you make. Having much to do with 
this is our awareness of what surrounds us and our understanding of the time we live in. This 
must be directly connected to the word of God if we are to know which way to go. The more we 
grow in our understanding of God’s will according to what God has said, then the more we are 
going to notice the significance of our decisions. And we will have wisdom for our life in Christ, 
if indeed we are in Christ. 

When it comes to how we are to walk in this world, we can learn a lot of lessons from the 
narratives within Scripture. We can learn what to do and what not to do. We can take many 
principles present in these narratives and apply them to what we face in our day. And when these 
principles are grounded in God’s truth then we can faithfully apply them to what we face, but if 
we misinterpret and distort God’s truth first then our application can easily go astray. So we are 
to be diligent in rightly dividing the word of God, so that we can faithfully apply it to us. And 
this diligence is further needed, because, in a lot of cases, our application needs to be specific. 
We need to apply God’s truth and the principles extracted from God’s truth in light of specific 
real life circumstances. It is to not just be theoretical, a hypothetical maybe.  

Let’s take a specific example that I’ve mentioned before and draw out how significant 
God’s truth and the faithful application of it is when an issue comes up in our society. Fairly 
recently I mentioned a response that a congressman had to his fellow colleague when his 
colleague was bringing the Bible into the discussion of whether the Equality Act was good or 
not. As the man cited Scripture and defended the need to fight against something like the 
Equality Act, the other man said, “God’s will is of no concern to this congress.” Now, here’s how 
this should directly effect us and our many daily decisions as we would look to how God’s word 
would inform us. This should effect the way we view our government and its authority when 
comments like this are said. This should effect how much I trust the government when comments 
like this are said. This should effect how much I dig into who I vote for in what they stand for 
and how they will govern. This should effect who I am more mindful to pray for. This should 
effect how I examine other major facets of life like, would the Superintendent of my kids’ school 
say that? If so, how does that effect my decision in my kids being in that school? Would my 
Governor or Mayor say that? Would my friends or family compartmentalize like that? This is just 
an example of the many decisions we face on a daily basis from just one specific example that 
has a ripple effect that we probably don’t even realize. And these decisions we make are more 
significant than we do realize. All of those decisions in which way to go must be made in light of 
God’s word in its truth and principles. 

So the question that is ever before us, especially today, is a lot like the question Elijah 
brought to all the people of Israel and all the prophets of Baal and Asherah, “How long will you 
go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then 
follow him.” So for us the question can be asked, If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if the 



government, then follow him. Or if science or evolution, then follow him. Or if the path of least 
resistance, then follow him. Or if moralism or legalism, then follow him. Or if subjective 
relativism, meaning you are the ultimate determiner of truth, morality, justice, and the like, then 
follow him. Or anything other than the one true and living God and His word, then follow him. 
This brings up the question, which way?

We are at many significant crossroads in our time where we can go one way or another. 
This was just as true for Jesus, this man who had been born blind, and this man’s parents. Which 
way will they go and which way will we go as we extract principles for our day from God’s 
truth? The three frames through which we will look at these crossroads is through, 1) Obedience 
vs obedience, 2) Evidence vs evidence, and 3) Consequences vs consequences. 

In verses 8-17 this man that was no longer blind, he was interrogated by the people 
around him and then he was brought to the Pharisees for more interrogation. They were grilling 
him as to how he was made to see and who did it to him. As he answered their questions and told 
them it was Jesus who had given him sight these ruling Jews again became agitated because they 
thought Jesus was breaking the Sabbath and disobeying God’s law. Within this struggle they 
were really wrestling with who this Jesus was as there came a division among them about Jesus 
breaking the Sabbath, so then He couldn’t be from God, they reasoned, but at the same time there 
couldn’t be a denying of the signs Jesus was doing. Now, being disciples of Moses, these 
Pharisees really struggled with Jesus and His work on the Sabbath. This has been something that 
has constantly come up where it has been a great point of contention between these Jews and 
Jesus. And Jesus could’ve squashed this contention by not doing what He did on the Sabbath, but 
that wouldn’t be His obedience. Jesus had come to fulfill the Law and He came to work, so that 
He could be the Sabbath rest for His people. These Jews had distorted God’s law into legalism 
and imposed their governmental regulations upon people from their own place of distortion, 
which was from a rejection of God and His ways. Therein lies the principle for us. So they 
basically said, “You can’t do this and that. It’s for a good reason. You need to obey the law.” But 
Jesus responded by basically saying, “Sorry, but I’m going to do what you don’t want me to do, 
because of eternity and I came to do the works of God. I obey my Father, not man.” Jesus came 
to obey God’s law and in that was disobedience to man’s law when man’s law went against 
God’s. Jesus came to fulfill God’s law, so that eternal life could be given instead of conforming 
to man-made laws where there is no life, but bondage instead.

Here, the principle applies to 1) the Sabbath itself and 2) to ruling authorities and this 
helps with the decisions we make deciding between this obedience or that obedience, of which 
way to go. 

Concerning the Sabbath, for one, the way in which we view the Sabbath must be founded 
upon Jesus as our Sabbath rest. We rest from all our work before God, because He has worked 
for us. Jesus is our great High Priest who has entered into the Holy of Holies as the once for all 
offering for sin and a main facet of that High Priestly office was His sinless, righteous obedience 
to God as a Substitute. He is the Lamb who is without spot or blemish. Therefore when we come 
to the Lord’s Day we come resting in Christ and not in our work. We come worshipping God and 
His Son reflecting the obedience of Christ to God’s law on our behalf, so that then it means this. 
Two, everything we do on the Sabbath ought to flow from our salvation in Him with a focus on 
His life of grace and purpose and not legalism. What we do on the Sabbath ought to reflect living 
in that grace and not the way these Pharisees live, which is through legalistic obedience to their 



own distortion of God’s law. So God’s law and honoring the Sabbath in particular takes on a 
whole new purpose when we live in the law of Christ. When we actually rest on the Lord’s Day 
it is resting from our common work whether it is our jobs or other work. When we are active on 
the Lord’s Day we are active in the things of God whether worshipping, evangelizing, learning, 
or in fellowship. When we choose to do various things on the Lord’s Day we honor and glorify 
God in them. In that doing, they are not to take us away from our rest in Christ and honoring 
Him. So our obedience to God on the Sabbath is to reflect our salvation in Christ and the life that 
flows out of that that glorifies God for our rest that He has given us in Christ. In that we keep the 
Sabbath holy. In this area there needs to be a balance where we are guarding against legalistic 
belief and practice in whether we think our obedience merits God’s acceptance and where we are 
so strict in what we can and cannot do. Instead we are to pursue holiness in how we spend our 
time on the Sabbath not for self, but for God and others, not for sin, but for godliness. That is one 
way in which we should walk in our daily decisions. 

Concerning the ruling authorities, here there is a state church with its ruling authorities 
that are imposing their law upon Jesus. And they are doing so for a good reason, so they think. 
These rulers had taken God’s law and interpreted it in their own way and then imposed upon 
Jesus that He should obey what they think is good, right, and true. Hasn’t this been done today in 
the name of “loving neighbor” when that commandment has actually been distorted? God’s truth 
and meaning have been taken out, but the title is still used with a false authority and purpose.    

So with these two points, concerning the Sabbath and the ruling authorities, Jesus has a 
decision to make in whether He obeys His Father’s law and honors Him or whether He obeys 
man’s law and honors those authorities. Though we know that there was no possibility for Jesus 
to disobey His Father, this gives us discernment in how we are to live and in which way we are 
to go. Jesus went the way of obeying His Father and we are to do the same when the laws of man 
go against the Law of God. Are we going to obey God and His truth, His law or are we going to 
obey man and his narrative, man’s law? This is the question, in principle, that will apply to many 
things, and it is the question we will have to decide how to answer many times over. 

Another area in which we will have to make many decisions is in how we answer the 
world’s interrogation. Here is our heading, evidence vs evidence. The nature of unbelief is 
always demanding evidence, but is never satisfied, so it wants more and wants it according to 
their standard. These are often the characteristics that you’ll find when someone is in resistance 
to God’s truth. Notice that this is what’s happening here. This man answers to the common 
people around him and that’s not good enough. So the Pharisees question him and that’s not good 
enough. So then they have to question his parents and that’s still not good enough. They seem to 
never be satisfied with the answers they get. Then from verses 27 to 34 they really have not been 
satisfied with this man, but they come back to him and his response takes a different turn. Instead 
of answering them according to their questioning he goes on offense and declares to them what 
they ought to know.

There’s two basic ways of defending the truth of God and giving a reason for the hope 
that is in you. One is more defensive in nature and one is more offensive in nature. The one that 
is more defensive in nature is often when a person tries to provide more tangible evidence in 
response to an objection to Christianity. Often times this is seen in providing evidence that is 
outside of Scripture like archaeological evidence or geological evidence and provided in such a 
way that the evidence itself is the basis upon, which the sinner should believe. Often times this 



approach comes from a theological belief that the unbeliever has the ability to reason through the 
evidence provided and can make a determination based on the evidence provided. On the other 
side there is more of an offensive approach to defending Christianity and that is based upon the 
reality that the unbeliever already knows various truth about God, but they suppress that truth in 
their unrighteousness. So then the offensive nature of this defense is to bring that truth to bear 
upon their soul, the truth that the unbeliever suppresses. So we can either keep looking for 
evidence outside of Scripture to try and prove that the claims within the Bible are true or we can 
start from the premise that those claims are true and everyone knows it, they just suppress it. We 
can see this here with this man how he was answering people according to their standard, which 
was going nowhere, but then he switches and puts them on the witness stand to defend their 
unbelief from God’s standard, from what they know, but deny. They know Jesus is from God, but 
they deny it. They keep trying to reason out of it. They don’t want to believe Him and ultimately 
believe in Him, the Christ, the Messiah. We’ve seen this resistance of unbelief over and over.

What’s interesting is often times this more defensive approach that relies on evidence, 
external evidence, it doesn’t really achieve much or confront the nature of unbelief where it 
really exists and therefore is an approach that doesn’t honor God the way it could. On the other 
hand when we go on offense and we question the conscience of man and confront their rebellion 
against God in a way that is more truthful, loving, and theologically sound then there is a natural 
connection to the gospel that can be made. That’s not to say that various evidence can’t be used, 
but it should always be in support and point to something deeper. That’s why our theology really 
determines how we defend Christianity and how we present the gospel in evangelism. More and 
more this area of life in how we defend the Christian faith will become more relevant. The more 
deliberate opposition to Christianity grows the more we must know how to respond and how we 
can do so in a way that honors God and the Lordship of Jesus over all things. 

This goes hand in hand with the need for Christians today to declare, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” This especially needs to happen from the pulpit, but that must ripple out to you and into 
your world. But if we do so faithfully we are at risk of being called arrogant, judgmental, 
bigoted, extremist, racist, and many other claims. This will have consequences. Like obedience 
that we discussed before, this is another place where it’ll show who we truly follow, Jesus or self. 
In fear of the state church and its leaders what did this man’s parents do and what happened to 
them? His parents didn’t testify in any detail, because if they said anything in favor of Jesus, 
especially if they confessed that He was the Christ, then they’d be put out of the synagogue. 
They would be excommunicated from the church. So in order to save themselves from being put 
out of the church they deflected and put the pressure on their son. This was self-preservation and 
sacrificing their son, even though they were right in saying he was of age and could speak for 
himself. 

Now, the seriousness of this could easily be over looked if we think this just effected their 
church membership. The consequences were way more widespread than that. If there was a 
separation of church and state then the consequences could’ve just been within the church, but 
this was a state church. And a super-charged one at that. When you were put out of the 
synagogue then you were put out of society. You became marked. You became an outcast. You 
became an enemy of the state and if you profess Jesus as Lord and Christ then you were 
definitely an enemy of the state church and therefore labeled an enemy of God according to those 
in that state church. What needs to be noticed here is that this man’s testimony was truthful and 



God-honoring, though still clouded as he hasn’t seen Jesus for who He truly is yet and hasn’t yet 
connected the dots between divine grace and Jesus. So in obedience to Christ and to God he told 
the truth regardless of what may happen to him, but his parents didn’t. He chose one way, they 
chose another. He was compelled to go on the offense in his defense of God and the work of 
Jesus. And this clarity of God’s grace at work would become more clear. His parents saved 
themselves from scorn and societal banishment and their son was put out of the church and 
therefore society as well. Which way was best? Hopefully I don’t need to tell you which way 
was best.  

In all honesty this scenario is what is happening today. If you are to stand on the 
exclusive claims of Jesus and His gospel then you will be marked. You will be labeled. You will 
be looked upon as an enemy. And if you do not comply with the state church, which is the 
governmental ideologies and dictates that are growing in influence and infiltrating the Christian 
church, and if you do not follow their law when it goes against God’s law and following Christ 
then you will be put out. This is how relevant Elijah’s words were, “How long will you go 
limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, then 
follow him.” If you follow God, you’re at risk of losing your job. You will be denied access to 
things. You will be silenced. You will be targeted. You will be arrested. There already has been 
consequences for saying that you are a Christian in various ways, which have been sporadic over 
the years, but increasingly there will be more of a cost for actually following Christ when the 
consequences are more severe. Which way are we going to go? Will it be in obedience to Christ 
or in obedience to man? Will it be for self-preservation and for fear of man or self-denial and fear 
of God? There are many instances in our time of history where we will be at these crossroads. 
More so than we may realize. But we better start realizing them, especially in the seemingly 
insignificant situations. 

But no matter the consequence, following the Lord Jesus Christ by His grace in the fear 
of God is the way of peace. And our compass is Scripture alone. This is the only way by which 
we can know which way to go in life with all of its issues and decisions. We must be able to look 
at these issues and decisions and have an understanding of what the will of the Lord is. This 
makes it necessary that we are growing in our understanding of God’s truth. The superficial 
reading of Scripture will get us nowhere. We need to take our time in examining God’s word for 
the truth it teaches and the principles it lays out, so that we can apply it to our lives in real life 
case studies. This is how God’s people know how to live in God’s world with a realization of the 
fallenness of this world and man’s bent toward corrupting what is true and creating what is false. 
This is why there is a great need to have a biblical worldview that is founded upon the word of 
Jesus Christ. He is the way of peace, so that we can walk at peace with an activity that is fueled 
by His Kingly rule in our lives. He is to govern our path. And His word must be a lamp to our 
feet, so we know how we are walking and a light to our path, so we know where we are going. 


