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Why Is Today So Different From Yesterday?  The True  Basis and
Conditions of Liberty and Life.

Sunday evening John 8:21-59

Over the next four evenings we will be considering four vital subjects.  Tonight: why today is so very 
different from yesterday and the true basis and conditions of liberty and life.  Monday evening:  
Politics and Guilt Manipulation.  The Gospel Antidote to Marxist Revolutionaries.  Tuesday evening:  
What is Socialism/Marxism?  Wednesday evening:  What must the patriot do?  Your duty before God 
and Men.

Introduction:  Our communities are not normal, nor are our lives.  We are experiencing a myriad of 
disruptions and violence;  the Covid-19 virus, lockdowns, BLM, Antifa, masks, critical race theory, 
shortages, corrupted elections, and gender confusion.  Today is not like our past, even our recent past.
How did we get here?  Is there a way out?

1. Yes, there is a clear response that you are responsible to make.  But understanding your 
duty requires that you acknowledge how we got to this present crisis and the context of this crisis.  
Helpful to us are these words from R. L. Dabney of the nineteenth century, "... You may deem it a 
strange prophecy, but I predict that the time will come in this once free America when the battle for 
religious liberty will have to be fought over again, and will probably be lost, because the people are 
already ignorant of its true basis and conditions."1  Is Dabney a doomsayer?  a pessimist?  No.  In his
other writings he eloquently expounds the Gospel hope that Christ shall have dominion over sea and 
land.2  But I begin this evening with his "prophecy" because it shows us the real cause of calamity for 
Botetourt County and points us to our duty.  But he understands what you need to understand.  He 
understands what the rejection of God's Word will produce in the Church and therefor in the 
Civil State.  

2. Jesus plainly declared the "true basis and conditions" for liberty and life when He was 
confronted by the religious leaders of the 30s in Jerusalem;  "If you abide in My word, then you are
truly disciples of Mine;  and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."3  Jesus is not 
merely commending an intellectual knowledge of the Bible, for many of these Pharisees had such as 
even today many wicked and evil men know the content of the Bible rather well.  Remember that 

1 Dabney, Robert L.,  The Practical Philosophy, Harrisonburg, VA, Sprinkle Publications, 1897 (1984) p394.
2 Acts 2:34-36, quoting Psalm 110:1.  This is Peter's Pentecost Sermon.
3 John 8:31-32, NASB.



Satan knew it and quoted it to Jesus in His temptation.4  Jesus had just commented on abiding in His 
word, something He will repeat three years later at the Last Supper.5  This word "know" has a much 
larger definition Biblically than we are accustomed to today.  Remember how Moses puts it, "Adam 
knew Eve and she conceived."6  "To know" means intimacy, commitment, and life application.

3. Moses had said what Jesus says in John 8, some 1400 years earlier to Israel in the plains 
of Jordan.7  When he wrote the second copy of the Law prefaced with the history of the 40 years of 
wandering, just prior to Joshua leading them into the Promised Land, he made it clear that loving and 
keeping God's Law would bring them life and liberty.  Knowing the truth is the path of life!

4. What does God do to those who are not interested in His Word, or even despise it?  If the 
love of Truth brings life and liberty you would logically conclude that the hatred of Truth brings death 
and slavery.  You would be correct as the Apostle Paul writes such in 2 Thessalonians 2:8-12.

5. The "true basis and conditions" for liberty and life is that you know God and humbly walk 
in His way.  King Solomon wrote, "Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people".8 
Therefore the basis and conditions of life and liberty is the Word of God.  All of history from 
Creation to the final Day of the Lord, the conflict is between the lovers of God's Word and the haters of
God's Word.  The historical Fall of Adam and Eve into sin was over the acknowledged authority of 
God's Law, His word.  Moses chronicles this as he records God's eye-witness account in Genesis 3.

6. As the Old Testament history of man begins you see the conflict over the authority of God's 
Word.  Just so at the New Testament history of Jesus' public ministry you see this same conflict over 
the authority and accuracy of God's Word, Matthew 4:1-11.  Notice Satan's, "If you are the Son of 
God...".  What is the historical context?  Matthew 3:13-17.  Satan was seeking to undermine the Word 
of God!  His goal of making you unaware of God's Word has not changed though his tools and tactics 
have.  BLM, antifa, and many civil and ecclesiastical revolutionaries believe the Lie and are 
avidly seeking you to believe the Lie instead of the Truth.  They want your slavery and death.

7. This war has been waged ever since Eden.  It is the activity of nations as described in Psalm 
2:1-12.  This is your situation in Botetourt.  The true basis for liberty and life is God's Word.  Man 
hates God and is seeking to live by Man's word and this will bring slavery and death.

8. But man does not win.  God will establish His righteous reign and has installed His Son as 
King!  There is great hope but it has only one path:  knowing God through His Word.

9. Man has a great capacity for self-deception.  The fascination with the Lie of Socialism is a 
patent proof of his capacity to make up mythologies according to his own desires.  

10. As Jesus, and Moses, taught that the basis for liberty and life was whole hearted commitment to
God's Word, to God's written revelation, you must be commited to God's Word written, to be a soldier 
in the cause of liberty and life.  Are you an instrument for liberty or an instrument for slavery?  

4 Matthew 4:6.
5 John 15:1-17.
6 Genesis 4:1 literally "knew" cf. KJV.
7 Deuteronomy 30:15-20.
8 Proverbs 14:34, NASB.



11. Jesus in our text teaches there is a difference between a belief that does not save and a saving 
belief, John 2:23-25;  James 2:19.  Men comfort themselves in thinking that knowing some facts about 
Jesus and having prayed to Him once secures heaven for them.  They misconceive salvation as merely 
an historical faith9 rather than realize that it is a pledge of allegiance to Lord Jesus.  If there is no 
principial change of life then there has been no salvation.  The Apostle John was very plain when he 
wrote, by the Holy Spirit, 1 John 2:3-4; 3:24; 5:3-4.  Do you know the Truth?

12. My friends and fellow citizens, are you on the side of Liberty and Life, or still on the side 
of Slavery and Death?  Have you pledged your allegiance to King Jesus?  Are you controlled by all 
the Truth which He revealed, comprehensively committed to the Written Word of God?  The pursuit of 
Liberty and Life begins and flows from the heart.  Who is the god of your heart?  The true and living 
God or some myth?

9 Matthew 13:20-21


