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Romans 11:13-25 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 72 

Introduction: 

     The Apostle Paul has thus far clearly proved that God is in nowise finished with the 
nation of Israel. He goes on in Romans chapter 11, to keep us in remembrance that we may 
never forget or minimize the importance of Israel. God’s purpose and plan for Israel is real; 
‘God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.’1 Our Lord’s plan for this nation is 
going exactly according to His Sovereign purpose. 
 
     Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost notes in his book ‘Things to Come’ that four fifths of the Bible 
deals with the nation of Israel and one fifth with the New Testament Church.2 Dr. S. Lewis 
Johnson said that one of the main problems with the modern Gentile Church is that we do 
not want to acknowledge the ethnic future of Israel.3 
 

     The Apostle Paul never wanted the Church to forget about the Jewish people, the 
program and the promises yet to come. Moreover, we as a Gentile believer and the Gentile 
Church must never forget. Paul moves on to give us six important reminders within our 
text so that we do not forget about the importance of the nation of Israel.  
 
Romans 11:13-25 
 

13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 
office: 
 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some 
of them. 
 

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead? 
 

16 For if the first fruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 
__________________________________________ 
1  21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 11:2a. 
 

2 Dr. J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come, A Study in Biblical Eschatology, (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishers, 
1965).   
 

3 Dr. S. Lewis Johnson, Parable of the Olive Tree, SLJ Institute – Believer’s Chapel, Dallas TX. Date Accessed: August 
12, 2018. http://sljinstitute.net/pauls-epistles/romans/parable-of-the-olive-tree/ 
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http://sljinstitute.net/pauls-epistles/romans/parable-of-the-olive-tree/


2 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 
17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in 
among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree; 
 

18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root 
thee. 
 

19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 
 

20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 
highminded, but fear: 
 

21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 
 

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 
 

23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft 
them in again. 
 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary 
to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, 
be grafted into their own olive tree? 
 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in.4 
 
     After reading the great importance Paul places upon the nation of Israel, one might ask 
the question why Paul, who was a Jew taking the Gospel to the Gentiles and not the Jews? 
The answer to this is two-fold: 
 

1. Paul was ordained of God as the Apostle to the Gentiles: 
 
     Paul explains this from the third chapter Ephesians. ‘For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of 
Christ Jesus in behalf of you Gentiles,— 2 if so be that ye have heard of the dispensation of that 
grace of God which was given me to you-ward; 3 how that by revelation was made known 
unto me the mystery, as I wrote before in few words, 4 whereby, when ye read, ye can perceive 
my understanding in the mystery of Christ; 5 which in other generations was not made known 
unto the sons of men, as it hath now been revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; 6 to wit, that the Gentiles are fellow-heirs, and fellow-members of the body, and fellow-
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7 whereof I was made a minister, 
according to the gift of that grace of God which was given me according to the working of his 
power. 8 Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, was this grace given, to preach unto 
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; 9 and to make all men see what is the 
dispensation of the mystery which for ages hath been hid in God who created all things; 10 to 
the intent that now unto the principalities and the powers in the heavenly places might be 
made known through the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11 according to the eternal  
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:13-
25. 
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purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord: 12 in whom we have boldness and access 
in confidence through our faith in him.’5 
 
     Paul was ordained the Apostle to the Gentiles; however, he did present the Gospel to the 
Jew first when the occasion presented itself. However, Paul’s plan fell right in line with 
God’s Sovereign plan. 
 

2. The Gospel to the Gentiles was to provoke the Jews to jealously: 
      
     Acts 26:17-18 – ‘rescuing you from the Jewish people and from the Gentiles, to whom I am 
sending you, 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the 
dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among 
those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.’6 
 
     This means that by offering the Gospel to the Gentiles, the Jews would in turn desire 
salvation through Christ. ‘Paul commission was to the Gentiles and he used his ministry to 
the Gentiles to benefit the Jews. For he hopes that the more Gentiles come to salvation, the 
more this will in turn provoke the Jews to jealously, so that many will be saved.7 
 
     Now Paul gives the New Testament Church six important reminders concerning the 
people, program and promises of the nation of Israel. 
 

Important Fact #1 
 

Romans 11:13-14 
 

13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine 
office: 
 

14 If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my flesh, and might save some 
of them.8 
 

1. Gentile Salvation is for Israel’s Benefit:  
 
     Paul’s intent was to provoke his brothers of the flesh to jealously for salvation. During 
Paul’s life, both his ministry and his message were aimed at the Gentiles. However, with all 
of this he kept Israel in proper view. His intent was to provoke the Jews to want what the 
Gentiles had. 
 
     Acts 22:21 – ‘And he said to me, ‘Go, for I will send you far away to the Gentiles.’”9 
__________________________________________ 
5 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), Ephesians 3:1-12. 
 
6  New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Acts 26:17-18. 
 
7 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
 

8 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:13-
14. 
 
9 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Acts 22:21. 
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     Acts 18:5-6 – ‘And when Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in 
the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ. 6 But when they opposed themselves 
and blasphemed, he shook his raiment and said unto them, “Your blood be upon your own 
heads; I am clean. From henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles.”’10 
 
     In other words, our salvation is designed to benefit the Jews. However, Donald Gray 
Barnhouse notes a very interesting observation. He wrote, ‘there is not much in our 
churches today that will provoke anyone, let alone a Jew to jealously, because our religion 
has become like theirs. It is often stagnant and comprised of laws and rituals.’11 

 

     As New Testament believers, you and I are to have such an intimate relationship with 
God, that displays such a graceful and vibrant testimony that it provokes the Jewish people 
to desire such a relationship with God.  
 

Important Fact #2 
 
Romans 11:15-16 
 

15 For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead? 
 

16 For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also holy: and if the root be holy, so are the 
branches.12 
 

2. Gentile Salvation is proof of  Israel’s Future:  
 
     Paul is stating here in verse 15, that the blindness and rejection by Israel has brought 
salvation to the rest of the world. Paul goes on to ask, what shall the receiving of them be, 
but life from the dead. This is not speaking of physical resurrection from the dead as John 
MacArthur states, but the passing of the Jewish people from spiritual death unto life. Which 
is describing the future rebirth of Israel.13 
 
    Paul uses two separate illustrations in the next verse to show the Gentile position in 
relation to Israel. The two pictures here that teach the same truth are that of the first fruits 
and the root.14 Paul uses the concept for the first from Numbers 15. 
 
__________________________________________ 
10 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Acts 18:5-6. 
 
11 Donald Gray Barnhouse, Romans: Expositions of Bible Doctrines – Volume 3 (4th Edition). (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 1966). 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:15-
16. 
 
13 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1682. 
 
14 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
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Numbers 15:19-21 
 
19 then it shall be that, when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye shall offer up a heave offering 
unto the LORD. 
 

20 Ye shall offer up a cake of the first of your dough for a heave offering; as ye do the heave 
offering of the threshing floor, so shall ye heave it. 
 

21 Of the first of your dough ye shall give unto the LORD a heave offering in your generations.15 
 
     Paul takes his illustration from the Old Testament offering concept of the dough and 
bread offering. A Jew would take a piece of the lump from the first part of the dough and 
offer it unto God. That in turn dedicated the rest of the bread to the Lord. The point to be 
understood from this, if God accepts the portion of the lump offered, then He will accept the 
entire loaf from which the lump came from. Likewise with the branches, if the root is holy 
and accepted, so then shall be the branches.  
 

Important Fact #3 
 
Romans 11:17 
 
17 And if some of the branches be broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert grafted in 
among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness of the olive tree;16 
 

3. Gentile Salvation is rooted in Israel’s Program: 
 
     The chosen people, the nation of Israel is represented here as the Olive Tree. When Paul 
writes that some the of branches were removed, he is not referring to God changing His 
plan. This is pictured in Paul’s previous statement, that not all of Israel is Israel. Those 
removed branches were no doubt in Paul’s illustration the majority of the Jews of his and 
our day, that had received the blindness and hardness, they were broken off in this picture 
to make room for the grafting in of the Gentiles as the wild shoots, now made to share of 
the same blessings and promises of the root of the tree.17 One can clearly see here by this 
point that Gentile salvation is rooted in God’s plan and program for Israel. 
 

Important Fact #4 
 
Romans 11:18 
 
18 Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root 
thee.18 
__________________________________________ 
15 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Numbers 15:19-21. 
 
16 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:15-
17. 
 
17 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2176. 
 
18 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:15-
18. 



6 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 

4. Our Salvation should boast about Israel, not against Israel: 
 

     Our salvation is nothing of ourselves that we can boast about. The NASB translates this 
verse; ‘do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant, remember that it is 
not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.’19 John MacArthur writes, ‘there 
is no place in the Church for spiritual pride, still less for anti-Semitism, because we are the 
spiritual off-spring of Abraham.’20 It absolutely amazes me how many so-called Christian 
believers in our current Church age have such a hatred toward the Jewish people and the 
nation of Israel. From 1952 to 1987 the President of Notre Dame University was Theodore 
Martin Hesburgh. Ted Hesburgh once said, ‘it is a free world and you do not have to like the 
Jews if you do not want to. However, I suggest that if you do not like the Jews, then you 
boycott their products.  
 

- Insulin – Originally discovered by a Jewish doctor. 
- Hepatitis vaccine – Invented by Dr. Blumberg – a Jewish doctor. 
- Chloral Hydrate used for convulsions and as a sedative – Dr. Justus von Liebig - a 

Jewish doctor. 
- The Polio vaccine – discovered by Dr. Jonas Edward Salk. 

 

In fact, if you wanted to be technical about it, you may as well boycott the entire 
Bible with the exception of the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts, because Jews 
wrote it all. 

 

     If you down through the ages, you will see that the Gentile world owes a great debt to the 
Jews, especially the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot boast against those 
branches that were taken off, because we ourselves have been grafted in. We must 
remember that our salvation is rooted in Israel, and we have been grafted into Israel’s 
program. 
 

Important Fact #5 
 

Romans 11:19-20   

19 Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in. 
20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 
highminded, but fear:21 
 

5. Our Salvation stems from Israel’s unbelief and not our greatness: 
 

     Paul is making a point here that there still should be no arrogance about Israel’s loss and 
our gain. He wants you to understand that God did not stop His program with Israel 
because He looked down and saw this amazing group of Gentile people who were not 
Jewish. 
__________________________________________ 
19  New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 
2013), Romans 11:18.  
 

20 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1682. 
 

21 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:19-
20. 
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     However, God temporary halted the program with Israel for a season because of her 
unbelief. Paul explains there should not be boasting about this, but a fearful reverence of 
God because of this two simple points: 
 

1. Because of unbelief did God halt the blessings to Israel.  
 

2. Because of unbelief He can likewise halt the blessings to the Gentiles. 
 
     MacArthur notes: ‘that if Israel (the natural branches) were not spared, those that sinned 
against God’s Word and Law as a  part of the Covenant Nation, then why should Gentiles, 
strangers to God’s covenants expect to be spared if they sin against the truth of the 
Gospel?’22 
 

Important Fact #6 
 
Romans 11:21-24 
 

21 For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 
 

22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward 
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 
 

23 And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for God is able to graft 
them in again. 
 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert grafted contrary 
to nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, 
be grafted into their own olive tree?23 
 

6. The Grafting In – for both Jews and Gentiles is by Faith: 
 
     Paul illustrates side sides of God here, what must be addressed for a full understanding 
of who God is – kindness and blessings, and severity and judgment.  
 
     It is through belief one receives the goodness of God, and likewise through unbelief the 
judgment of God falls upon them. There is not conflict between the love and goodness of 
God, and the Holy justice and wrath of God. It is simple, by faith those that receive His grace 
experience His goodness. So therefore, by faith if the Jewish people except Christ, cannot 
God easily graft them back into the same tree to which He plucked them from? 
 
    In the future, Israel will repent of her unbelief and embrace Christ as the Messiah. At this 
time God will gladly graft these Jewish believers back into the Olive Tree.  
 
   
__________________________________________ 
22 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1682. 
 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:21-
24. 
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Romans 11:25 
 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the 
Gentiles be come in.24 
 
     In the closing verse of this lesson, the Apostle Paul discloses a mystery to the Gentiles to 
prevent us from being proud and arrogant. The word ‘mystery’ does not refer to something 
that cannot be understood, puzzling, or difficult to grasp. However, it refers to something 
that has previously been hidden and is now revealed.  
 
     We are currently in the period of the Gentiles, as Paul refers to this in verse 25 as the 
fullness of the Gentiles. However, this mystery now revealed shows us the great 
importance of Israel and how the future relates to God’s purpose and plan for her as 
nation.25 
 

1. During Paul’s day and this present age, the majority of Israel has been hardened. 
2. During this same period, the full number of the elect of the Gentiles are being saved. 
3. In the future God will work in His grace, which He will save all of Israel. 

 
     This is God’s promise, His plan, and His Sovereign purpose, all for His glory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
24 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:25. 
 
25 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2177. 
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