
The Greatest Love Story Ever Lived 

Easter Sunday, 2007 

 

We just got back from St. Louis the other day and at one point on the way home Angi and I 

turned around and reveled in the peace.  All of our kids were reading and remarkably there had 

been no fighting.  And we just took a deep breath and basked in the beauty of what at one time 

we thought was an impossibility.  Our minds traveled back some 16 years to a trip we made 

from here to Iowa.  We call it the trip from “You know where”.   

 

How many of you have experienced a kid getting “overtired” to the point that though they need 

sleep they are too tired, grumpy and out of sorts to be able to drift off.  They’ve been up way 

too long.  What they longing for is sleep.  But on this trip, our little one would have none of it.  

We tried rocking her car seat, sing to her, you name it.  She’s was too far gone.  She was 

longing for sleep and we knew that.  She was feeling the pain but wouldn’t accept the answer.  

So she struggled on in her unfulfilled longing. 

 

Anyway, I wonder if God often sees the people of our community they same way?   Longing 

for something but too enmeshed in their misery to accept the truth of their real need.  A stroll 

through the inner and outer corridors of the lives of people in our city and maybe even some in 

this room would quickly reveal unfulfilled longing.  Its what is behind many Arguments, fights, 

greed, idols, status symbols, achievements, shopping sprees, overeating, bigger houses, affairs, 

jealousy, envy, and the search for acceptance.   

 

All this reveals a longing, a search, a hunger misdirected.  What is the hunger for?  Love.  Every 

human being experiences a gap in the love they are longing for and the love they are get from 

people, things, etc.  And that longing continues unnecessarily because either they are rejecting 

the love God has offered them or are ignorant of the love God has extended to them in Christ.   

 

We are here this morning to celebrate the greatest love story every lived.  Not just “ever told”  

but ever lived.  Easter Sunday is about resurrection.  It’s about life.  It’s about power.  It’s about 

victory.   

 

But before it climaxed into any of those things it culminated in a love drenched sacrifice.  The 

testimony of Christ’s resurrection does not stand alone.  Easter is about the love of God for you 

and for me.  It is connected to the testimony of an entire life lived as an act of love by God for 

you and me. 

 

Turn in your bibles to Philippians 2 or follow on the screen or you sermon outline.   

 

Philip. 2:5-11 (Christ Jesus), although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore also God 



highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the   

earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. (NASB)    

 

The great love story of God began with Jesus willingly leaving heaven and becoming man.  It 

culminated in him taking the penalty of your’s and my sin on a cross of human brutality.  And 

the great love story climaxed with Jesus rising from dead and being exalted by God for his 

extraordinarily selfless service to the Father and for us.  The testimony concerning the life of 

Jesus is one of conquering the enemies of sin, death and the grave and offering deliverance from 

unending unfulfilled longing.   

 

But why? He did this not for himself, not to establish a religion, not to make a name for himself 

but to open the way to a life drenched in the love of God.. 

 

The bible says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only son, that whoever would 

believe upon him should not perish but have everlasting life.”  John 3:16  

 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” John 1l:25-26 

 

For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He 

was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 1 Peter 3:18 (NIV)    

 

Not perish 

Everlasting life 

To bring you to God – satisfy the unfulfilled longing  

The greatest love story ever lived! 

 

What is it about love stories that pulls at our hearts.  Why is it that most movies produced today, 

to succeed, need a love story of sorts interwoven.  Remember when the Titanic movie came out 

and they wrapped it around the love story? 

 

The novels, the movies, the plays that man writes speak of a longing in the heart of men and 

woman to be loved.  To be fought for, sacrificed for, loved unconditionaly.  Why?   

 

Some of greatest hurts in life have to do with hearts broken either by not getting love, by 

betrayal of love, or loss of love.  And we learn eventually in this life that the love of human 

beings is fickle, undependable, and susceptible to corruption and all kinds of things.   

 

Your heart and mine cries out to be loved by someone greater than ourselves. To be served by 

one stronger than ourselves. To be sought for and pursued by someone not for what we have to 

offer them but simply to be loved as we are for who we are. 

 



And so we call the gospel of Jesus Christ Good News because it is all of that.  It is God’s love 

story for us.  Because the message of the gospel is one of great love, sacrifice, unselfish service 

from God toward us.  It is a story of courage, rescue, passion uncorrupted, undefiled.  It is one 

of God pursuing you.  GOD LOVES YOU!! And the death and resurrection is the proof.  (Rom 

5:8) 

 

Now the question is How to receive it.  How are people brought into this love story?  How does 

the love story of the bible become the defining story of you life?  That’s what I want to spend 

the rest of my time on this morning.  Well the bible has some theology for that.  Here it is.  Its 

called Substitutionary Atonement. 

 

Substitutionary Atonement 

 

I know, I know.  Let me clear the fog for you.  Lets start with the 2
nd

 word Atonement.  How 

many of you have had a speeding ticket?  When you get a ticket what has to be done in order to 

resolve it?  Payment has to be made right?  You have to make payment for your crime to satisfy 

the demands of the court system.  And these days the ticket price is pretty darn steep.  Like 

$160.  IT’s crazy.  But if you are guilty and you get a ticket you got to pay.  But once you pay 

the fine then its all over right?  You’ve got a mark on your record but the debt is satisfied and 

you have made atonement for your crime.   

 

Now the 1
st
 word Substitutionary.  I think most of us probably already get this.  When most 

people think of a substitute, they think of those poor, poor people who get called at 6:30 a.m. to 

go in to fill in and take the place of a teacher who is taking a day off or is sick or something.  

They substitute.  And for some of you atonement is needed for the many sins perpetrated 

against those poor people. 

 

Substitutions are made at basketball games, football games all kinds of things.  It means to take 

the place of someone else.  So we put the two words together:  Substitutionary Atonement.  

Someone standing in and making atonement for someone elses crime.  Friends, this is what 

Christ did for you.  Its the core idea of the whole bible and the whole Christian faith.  It is what 

separates Christianity from every other religion on the planet. 

 

In most if not all other religions, if you mess up you pay.  There is atonement but its self-

atonement, not substitutionary atonement.  In Hinduism for example, you have to pay for your 

sins or your evil by being reincarnated in some lower form.  In other religions you have to make 

up for them with good works.  This unbelievable concept of substitutionary atonement is why 

the Gospel is called the Good News.  Because though we have broken God’s rules and 

committed crimes against God (SIN); and though we’ve been separated from God and the one 

place our longings can befulfilled,  He, out of his love for us, has made a gracious provision of 

atonement for our sin.  And that provision was Christ’s death on the cross.   

 



Turn in your bibles to Isaiah 53.  The prophet Isaiah was given eyes to see into the future the 

day of God’s atoning sacrifice and wrote about what he saw.  And about 700+ years later the 

vision came to pass.  Here is what he saw ahead of time and what God did for us through Christ. 

 

Isaiah 53 

 

The New Testament record says that Jesus as he was breathing his last breath said these words.  

“It is finished.” 

What was he saying?  He was saying, “What I came to do is done.  I have made payment for the 

sins of the world.  It      IS       Finished!  But, how do we know that Jesus is the one who Isaiah 

spoke of?  How do we know He is the one?  Because he rose from the dead.  His resurrection 

proves it. 

 

So payment has been made.  We know Christ is the Messiah.  He has been exalted through 

resurrection and ascension and lived up to the name he bore: Jesus which means savior.  Many 

bore the name Jesus, but only one was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, died on a cross and 

rose from the dead, never to succumb to death again and ascended back to his rightful place 

with God the Father. That was the pathway of the great lover of your soul. 

 

So now what.  

 

Does that mean everyone’s guilt is atoned for?  No, there is only one catch.  That 

substitutionary payment is only credited to you if accept it.   I want to wrap this up with a brief 

word challenge to all of us.  First of all to those of you who are still on the self-atonement plan. 

 

To the Unbeliver: In order to receive God’s gracious provision, the sinner must be drawn to 

faith in Christ and choose between self-atonement and Christ’s atonement.  You must recognize 

your guilt of sinning against God and choose to accept Gods offer, in order to enter into the 

great love story. 

 

Unbelievably some see and understand this and turn away and choose the self atonement plan.  

Bad idea.  Bad idea.  Some come to the knowledge of the truth about their sin and about Christ 

and reject.  The bible says, “He came to his own and his own received him not.”  John 1:11 

 

But thankfully it doesn’t stop there.  John continues and says “. . .but as many as did receive 

him, to them he gave the right to become the children of God, even to them that believe in his 

name.” 

 

Friends a choice is needed from some of you today. I plead with you, the Holy Spirit is pleading 

with you, the word of God pleads with you, angels are fight for you, and the saints of God 

among us are praying for you to abandon your self atonement plan right now.   

 

To the Confused Believer: Some of you have chosen Christ’s gift but because of poor teaching 

and poor spiritual leadership you continue to make efforts to self-atone through their works.  



They are trying to earn and pay back what God has given you without condition.  And it is 

corrupting the story.  Give it up.  Enjoy the love God has that can only be accepted and 

received.  Just Enjoy him and abide in him. 

 

To the Religious Lost: Some folks today are immersed in the Christian faith and in the church 

and have never accepted Christ’s grace gift of atonement and forgiveness. You are working for 

a salvation that can’t be earned by works. 

 

You are in for a sad awakening.  Jesus said, “Many shall come to me on that day and say in 

effect, “lord did we not do your works” and I will say to them depart from me. . . I never knew 

you.” 

 

There is coming a great day of judgment the bible says when books will be opened.  And one 

book, the book of life, has the names of those who have received Christ’s atonement.  And we 

will be welcomed into their eternal reward.  And every religious do gooder, as well as every 

sinner who is on the self atonement plan, will enter an eternity of regret away from God that 

will never ever end: the second death which is the lake of fire. 

 

But those who received the love of god in Christ, will not perish, but have eternal life”  For He 

is the resurrection and the life, he who believes in him shall live even though he dies and he 

who lives and believes in him shall never die.” 

 

This is the greatest love story ever lived.  The great Hero is Jesus Christ who out of love came 

to fulfill your unfulfilled longing, deliver you through the death of your body and save you from 

the second death. 

 

He is Jesus!  He is Savior! And he comes to you with healing in his wings.  Won’t you receive 

him today? 

 

If you want out of the self atonement plan and into the love story of God and receive the 

atonement for your sin from God all you need to do is repent and ask. 

 

Let’s pray. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


