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KJV – Genesis 50:1-26 

 

“Jacob’s Funeral and Joseph’s Death” 

Introduction: 
 
     This is our last lesson in the book of Genesis as a part of this particular Bible Study. Genesis 
means, “The beginning.” It is interesting to note that the book starts with, “in the beginning,” and 
ends with “in a coffin in Egypt.” 
 
     Tonight’s lesson we come to the close of two of the four most talked about men of the Old 
Testament Jacob and Joseph. The others two are Abraham and Moses with the events of Moses’ life 
yet to come later in about another 350 years. This chapter deals with Jacob’s funeral back in the 
Promised Land and closes with the death of his son Joseph back in Egypt.  
 
     This chapter starts out with no doubt the most impressive funeral in all the history of the world, 
the funeral of the man Jacob, known as Israel. This was indeed the most majestic funeral ever 
recorded in the Scriptures; Not only was this funeral acknowledged by society in general with 70 
days of morning but it featured an impressive Egyptian military entourage as an escort that took his 
body from Egypt to the land of Canaan to be laid to rest. 
 
Genesis 50:1 

1 And Joseph fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. 

     There is no doubt from this section that the one who hurts the most at the death of Jacob was 
Joseph. Ironically he is the one who spent the least years with his father, but quite clearly he loved 
his father the most. When Jacob died, Joseph fell on his father’s face, wept and kissed him. 

Genesis 50:2-3 

2 And Joseph commanded his servants the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians 
embalmed Israel. 

3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed: and 
the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and ten days. 

     Joseph summoned not the religious men to conduct the embalming but his own private 
physicians. These doctors were fully capable of embalming bodies. Joseph wanted to use them 
rather than the religious embalmers of Egypt in order to avoid the magic and the mysticism 
associated with their Egyptian religious practices.  
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     The entire mummifying process took 40 days: 

“First the brain was drawn out of the skull through the nostrils. Then, through an incision made in the 
flank, the vital organs were extracted. The body was then cleansed with palm wine and purified with 
pounded incense. The hollowed out body was filled with spices and perfumes - pure myrrh and cassia - 
and similar items, and soaked in nitron for weeks on end. After the proper period of saturation, the 
corpse was washed and wrapped in strips of fine linen, smeared with gum the Egyptians used for glue. 
The embalming being thus completed, the corpse was placed in a wooden case fashioned in human 
shape and taken to the sepulcher” (Phillips; Exploring Genesis, page 373). 
 
    A 70 day period of mourning took place for this man known as Israel. Jacob had only been in 
Egypt for 17 years as seen in Genesis 47:28. At the age of 147 with 17 of his years in Egypt he had 
made such a positive impact on the Egyptian world that the entire world would mourn his loss. 
 
Genesis 50:4-6 

4 And when the days of his mourning were past, Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, If now 
I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 

5 My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for me in the land of 
Canaan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I 
will come again. 

6 And Pharaoh said, Go up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear. 

     After the mourning period had passed Joseph was free to seek permission from Pharaoh to go up 
and bury his father. Joseph fulfills his oath to Jacob and Pharaoh does grant permission for him to 
go. Pharaoh knows that Joseph is a man of his word, and when Joseph says he will come again, 
Pharaoh knows this is true.  

Genesis 50:7-11 

7 And Joseph went up to bury his father: and with him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, 

8 And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his father's house: only their little ones, and their 
flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen. 

9 And there went up with him both chariots and horsemen: and it was a very great company. 

10 And they came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond Jordan, and there they mourned with a 
great and very sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father seven days. 

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they 
said, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: wherefore the name of it was called Abelmizraim, 
which is beyond Jordan. 
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     Out of great respect for Joseph, the 56 year old man; second in command of Egypt only to 
Pharaoh was a substantial escort that accompanied him and all his relatives into the land of Canaan. 
This extraordinary event gave assurance to later generations to come because three bodies of the 
great patriarchs were now in Canaan. Showing by their request that they willed to be laid to rest in 
the land that God had promised and they truly believed in this promise.  

     This great funeral procession left Egypt and marched just south of the Dead Sea and no doubt 
went up the East side of the Jordan River. Before they came to the threshing floor of Atad they had 
to cross the Jordan River, thus the saying “which is beyond the Jordan.” Once they arrived there was 
another seven days of mourning for Jacob / Israel before he was laid to rest.  

Genesis 50:12-14 

12 And his sons did unto him according as he commanded them: 

13 For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, which Abraham bought with the field for a possession of a burying place of Ephron the 
Hittite, before Mamre. 

14 And Joseph returned into Egypt, he, and his brethren, and all that went up with him to bury his 
father, after he had buried his father. 

     Jacob’s last and dying request had been fulfilled. He was laid to rest in the land which he lived 
and died believing that God would one day give to the seed of Abraham. Thus once again lending 
great weight to the Sovereign promise of God, that the land covenant is real.  

     Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all believed and trusted God and made their heirs swear an oath for 
their burial. They all died believing the promise and wanting to be resurrected in the land that God 
gave to the Jewish people. 

Genesis 50:15-18 

15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate 
us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for 
they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy 
father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 

18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 

     It is here that the brother’s guilty consciences reasserted themselves and caused them to 
seriously underestimate the genuineness of Joseph’s forgiveness and affection toward them. But 
listen to how grace responds. 
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Genesis 50:19-20 

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive. 

     Joseph said “for am I in the place of God?” This concise question showed his brothers that Joseph 
knew his place and why God had put him there in the first place. Then he tells his brother’s plainly; 
“But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive.” Joseph’s wise theological answer to their statements has gone down 
in history as the classic statement of God’s Sovereignty over the affairs of men.  

Genesis 50:21-24 

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake 
kindly unto them. 

22 And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's house: and Joseph lived an hundred and ten years. 

23 And Joseph saw Ephraim's children of the third generation: the children also of Machir the son of 
Manasseh were brought up upon Joseph's knees. 

24 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land 
unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

     Joseph reassures his brothers that as long as he is alive he will care for them and their little ones. 
But one day, Joseph knew he would die and he knew that God would bring them out of Egypt, back 
to their Promised Land which God gave to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

     Now Joseph makes his request for burial.  

Genesis 50:25-26 

25 And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry 
up my bones from hence. 

26 So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 
coffin in Egypt. 

     Joseph made the children of Israel take an oath; saying that when God visits them and causes 
them to return they must carry his bones back to the Promised Land also. Joseph is reaffirming the 
Abrahamic Covenant that God made to Abram in Genesis 15:13-18.  
 
 
 



5 
 

Jacob’s Funeral and Joseph’s Death     Princess Chapel Church 
 
Genesis 15:13-18 

13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years; 

14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance. 

15 And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. 

16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full. 

17 And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a 
burning lamp that passed between those pieces. 

18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land, 
from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates. 

     Joseph lived his life even up until his death as his father did, trusting that God is faithful. Joseph 
died being 110 years old, which in Egypt at that time was considered an exceptionally long life. This 
glorious book starts with: “in the beginning,” and ends with “in a coffin in Egypt.” Thus we conclude 
our study in the book of Genesis.  

 


