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There is a comic strip called The Far Side, written by Gary Larson. Many of the strips are 
very strange, and some of them are almost unintelligible. But one that I do remember shows a 
picture of a little baby sitting in front of a glass of milk. He has his hands out in front spread out 
wide. The milk in the glass is coming out of the glass, half on one side, and half on the other. 
The caption reads “Moses as a little baby.” Undoubtedly, the passage of the people of Israel 
through the Red Sea has captured the imagination of many people throughout history. But what 
is the significance of this wonderful story? And what difference should it make for us? I think 
that Paul has the answer for us. In 1 Corinthians 10, Paul speaks about this deliverance in these 
words: “I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under 
the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for 
they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.”  Now, 
there are some very strange things that Paul says there, but the basic point is that the deliverance 
of the people of Israel through the Red Sea is here said to be their baptism. It is the baptism of 
Israel. And we must remember that baptism is a picture of salvation. In the baptism of Israel, we 
have our own salvation portrayed as a picture. This particular picture is a foreshadowing of 
what Christ would later do on the cross. We'll see this in greater detail as we go on.

The book of Exodus has three great climaxes that correspond with the three main points 
that the book makes. If you will recall, in our introductory message to this book, we saw that 
the three main points of the book were: 1. God's deliverance of His people in the Exodus; 2. 
God's giving of the law on Mount Sinai, and 3. The worship of God by God's people. And the 
progression of those three points is very natural: God saves His people, then tells His people 
how to behave as saved people, and then instructs His children how to do that for which they 
were created in the first place: worship God. Each of these three main points has a climax in the 
book: the second point has a climax on Mount Sinai itself with the giving of the Ten 
Commandments; the third point has its climax in the very last chapter of Exodus, where the 
Lord descends upon the tabernacle and fills the tabernacle with His glory. But the climax of the 
first point comes in this chapter, the ultimate and final deliverance of His people from the 
Egyptians. So, we are almost done with the first main part of Exodus. Chapter 15 will sing a 
song about this deliverance, and then we will be on our way to Mount Sinai in the last part of 
chapter 15. 

As we know, Pharaoh had finally agreed to let the Israelites go. After ten plagues, 
Pharaoh had finally realized that he had to let the people go, or else the God of Israel wold kill 
them all. However, it becomes obvious in this chapter that Pharaoh had not really repented of 
his sin. For as soon as he heard that the Israelites had left, he had a change of heart, and not only 
him, but all his officials. Their softness of heart reverted back to their hardness of heart. There 



are several opinions as to why they changed their mind. The most reasonable explanation seems 
to be that Pharaoh had agreed that the Israelites would only go three days into the wilderness. 
As soon as Pharaoh realized, however, that the Israelites were not going to return, that is when 
he changed his mind. Another contributing factor is that Pharaoh received intelligence that the 
Israelites were trapped between the desert and the Red Sea. So here was a supposedly easy 
victory for him, and the return of all his labor force. However, the ultimate cause of the change 
of mind was the Lord God Himself, who is said to harden not only Pharaoh's heart, but also all 
the hearts of the officials of Egypt. In this way, God goads Pharaoh into following the people by 
making it look so easy, when in fact, God had a victory in mind that no one could have possibly 
predicted. And so he went in pursuit of the Israelites with his whole army. 

It is a spiritual battle that the Israelites faced here, with Pharaoh not giving up in his 
pursuit of the people of God, and in his battle against the Lord God. Pharaoh knows that he 
doesn't want to lose the valuable services of his servants. Possibly also, he wanted revenge 
against God's people for all the plagues, and maybe they wanted all their stuff back. But mostly, 
Pharaoh wanted the slavery of God's people. Satan is just the same as Pharaoh. We were all 
servants of Satan before we became servants of God. And Satan doesn't like to lose his servants 
any more than Pharaoh did. So Satan goes after us, tempting us back into his service, or else 
trying to scare us away from God. When we think of the Pharaoh of the Exodus, we should see 
the work of Satan towards us. 

Now, the reaction of the Israelites is sad and funny at the same time. It is sad because they 
show a lack of faith. They had seen God's glory displayed in all of the plagues, and now they 
have a hard time believing that the Lord is really their God. They had been quite effectively 
brainwashed back in Egypt. Yes, they were now servants of the Lord, but as soon as stress hits, 
they become completely blinkered to everything except the present time. Even their short-term 
memory goes out the window. But we must remember that we do the same things ourselves 
sometimes. Sometimes when we are faced with a great deal of stress, we also are tempted 
simply to do things the way we did them before we became Christians. Temptation to sin is very 
common in times of great stress. So, the reaction of the Israelites is sad, not to mention 
treasonous. However, the reaction of the Israelites is also funny in a way. They give a very 
sarcastic reaction to Moses. They ask Moses, in effect, “Are you saying that there were no 
places to bury anyone in Egypt, and that was why you brought us out here, so that we can be 
buried outside Egypt?” Literally, they ask whether it was because there were no graves in Egypt 
that Moses brought them out. Of course, there were MANY graves in Egypt! Egyptians were 
obsessed with death, and the land was covered with graves, as the great pyramids of Egypt 
amply demonstrate. All the pyramids are, in effect, extremely fancy graves. So we can see that 
the Israelites were being very sarcastic to Moses here. They were saying, “We told you so!” The 
Israelites are also saying that slavery in Egypt is better than death in the wilderness. But what 
they are really saying here is that slavery in Egypt is better than slavery to God, because they 
didn't think that God could protect them. 

When Moses answers, he is stern. When Moses says, “do not be afraid, and stand firm,” 
he is not being comforting, but is rather rebuking the Israelites for their lack of faith. He sees 



them abandoning the faith that they had had in Egypt when the Lord was executing all the 
plagues on Egypt.  Then come these remarkable words, that the Lord will fight for them, and 
that they should wait and watch, and thus the glory of God would be revealed to the Israelites 
again. The Israelites would not fight this battle. They were to be spectators, not soldiers. They 
did have to walk through the Red Sea, which was certainly an act of faith. However, they would 
not be the ones who did battle with the Egyptians. Only their Divine Warrior, God Almighty, 
could defeat the Egyptians. And that is exactly what happened. The angel of the Lord, probably 
a preincarnate appearance of Jesus, stood between the Israelites and the Egyptians. Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord sent a strong wind to drive back the waters so 
that there would be two walls of water, one on the right and one on the left, so that the people of 
Israel would be able to go through on dry land. Now, there are people who don't believe in 
miracles who will try to explain away this miracle, and account for it only by natural causes. 
But they cannot do justice to the text, which clearly says that there was a wall of water on either 
side of the Israelites. It is much simpler to believe in the miracle as it stands. Donald Bridge 
tells the story of an American congregation which included some African Americans. These 
African Americans were accustomed to answering the preacher as he went along. On one 
occasion a preacher came to them who had liberal tendencies, tending to dismiss the miracles of 
the Bible. He referred in his sermon to the Israelites crossing the Red Sea. “Praise de Lord,” 
shouted an African American. “Takin' all dem children through de deep waters. What a mighty 
miracle!” The preacher frowned. “It was not a miracle,” he explained condescendingly. “they 
were doubtless in marsh-land, the tide was going down, and the children of Israel picked their 
way across in six inches of water.” “Praise de Lord!” shouted the African American, 
unashamed. “Drownin all dem Egyptians in six inches of water. What a mighty miracle!” You 
never know when someone might try to shake up our faith in the truth of the Bible. But make no 
mistake, the Exodus was indeed a real miracle. Isaiah 51:10 also describes this miracle in terms 
which cannot be explained away: “Was it not you who dried up the sea, the waters of the great 
deep, who made a road in the depths of the sea so that the redeemed might cross over?” No, it 
was a miracle, a miracle which let the people of Israel cross over on dry ground with a wall of 
water on either side. Recently, some geologists were doing some research on the bottom of the 
Red Sea, and they discovered two very interesting facts: firstly, although the Red Sea is quite 
deep, there is one place where the ground comes up, where it is slightly less deep. It forms a 
fairly straight connection from one of the Red Sea to the other. The second interesting thing 
they found was a chariot wheel underneath the sand. This really happened, folks! 

The Holy Spirit was the wind that made the Red Sea split open. We are meant to hear an 
echo here of the creation story, when the Holy Spirit hovered over the face of the waters. That 
was the baptism of the world. Here it is the baptism of Israel into Moses and into the cloud and 
fiery pillar. So also, in the new birth, it is by the same Holy Spirit's power that we become born 
again. The creation and the Red Sea crossing are pictures of that deliverance and salvation.  

When the Egyptians tried to follow the Israelites, the Lord fought against them. Firstly, he 
made the seabed wet and muddy, so that the chariot wheels of the Egyptians would come off 
when they got stuck. That threw the Egyptians into a panic, and they finally realize that there is 



no winning against the God of Israel. They realize that they are quite literally in over their 
heads. So they flee. The text is somewhat difficult to understand here. Verse 27 says that the 
Egyptians were fleeing toward it, meaning towards the sea. This doesn't seem to make much 
sense, until we realize that if they were almost all the way through the Red Sea by morning, 
then if they turned around and started going back, they would certainly be fleeing towards the 
sea. Then also, if the Lord made the sea come back to its place starting with the Egyptian side, 
then that would sweep the Egyptians back into the sea. In the morning, the Israelites realize that 
the Egyptians are all washed up...on the shore on the Israelites' side! This act of salvation was 
enough for the people of Israel. They finally put their trust in the Lord, and they also believed 
that Moses was the servant of the Lord. As Philip Ryken says, this was the greatest miracle of 
all: that people who had been so long enslaved to the Pharaoh, finally realized that they were in 
a much better slavery: that to the Lord Almighty, whose yoke is easy, and whose burden is light, 
and who actually helps us, rather than working us so hard that we collapse in exhaustion, like 
the Pharaoh did. 

This is what Paul means when he says that the Israelites were baptized into Moses. Moses 
was their representative, and he was the one the Lord used to defeat the Egyptians. He was 
God's instrument of deliverance. So also Jesus Christ is God's instrument of deliverance for 
anyone who will put their trust in Him. So when we believe God and are baptized, we are 
baptized into Christ Jesus, which shows that He is our representative, and that we are joined by 
faith to Him. So, when we think about baptism, the deliverance of the people of Israel through 
the Red Sea should not be far from our minds. Peter draws the connection also to the story of 
Noah. Noah's deliverance was also a baptism of sorts. There was there also a deliverance of the 
people of God from water, while the enemies of God were drowned in the water. The Red Sea 
was a re-enactment of the Flood, and a foreshadowing of the judgment of the cross. The cross is 
the place where all God's people are saved from judgment, while all those who do not believe 
are condemned. So, you can connect a very long line of events from creation through the Flood 
through the Red Sea through the crossing of the Jordan river 1.0 (the Israelites' crossing of the 
Jordan) to the crossing of the Jordan river 2.0 (Jesus's baptism in the Jordan river) all the way to 
the regeneration of the Christian.   

When we think about how to apply this passage to us, then, the first and foremost thing is 
this: do we recognize and put our trust in our great Deliverer, who has saved us from a far 
greater judgment than what fell on the Egyptians? Do we recognize that in that salvation, we did 
not accomplish it? It is quite obvious here that God saves people precisely when they come to 
the realization that they cannot possibly save themselves. We may have to walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, as the Israelites did, but do we recognize that our God is with us 
with His rod and staff to comfort us? Do we realize then that we have nothing to fear? For those 
who plague the Christian church today will be all washed up, too, on the morning of the Final 
Judgment Day. And that is because the greater Moses, Jesus Christ, has accomplished the 
greater Exodus in the cross and the empty tomb. So it is indeed not better for us to go back to 
our spiritual Egypt and serve Satan. Service to Satan is true slavery, while service to the living 
God is true freedom.         
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