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…pray… 
 

Today we remember BBC’s 60
th

 anniversary as a local church! 

 

What are your memories? 

 

Were you saved here?  Married here?  Raised your children here? 

 

Have you grown in grace here? 

 

What Christian friends, faithful teachers, and godly leaders have helped you live a 

more faithful life? 

 

 

And Who has been our most important Message and Example and Leader? 

 

 

So as we gather this morning to worship for the 3,120
th

 time in six decades, do you 

have memories here of faithful lives, a changed life (your own changed life), and 

mighty Savior? 

 

Turn with me to Hebrews 13:7&8 

 

Past leaders, powerful examples, and their message of our eternal Master.  All 

evoked to encourage us to stay the course! 

  

Messengers of truth and the truth of the Master!  (Simple outline!) 

1. The leaders we knew (v.7). 

2. The Master we know (v.8). 
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The writer of Hebrews wants you to imitate your former leaders (read v.7). 

 

1. There are several terms designating for church leaders in the NT, most 

commonly (Acts; Eph 4; 1 Tim 3; Titus 1; 1 Pt 5):  elder, overseer, and 

pastor (shepherd).  Now, here in Heb 13, we find an additional word: leader.   

 

a. These are all synonymous terms, but each has its own shade of 

meaning.  “Leader” (7) suggests guiding and ruling ( ~ “overseer”). 

 

b. There are three references to leaders in Hebrews 13:  vv. 7, 17, & 24. 

 

c. In vv.17 & 24, the grammar is all present tense, calling these readers 

to honor and to greet their current leaders (elders). 

 

d. But here in v.7, the grammar is past tense.  The instruction is to 

consider & imitate past church leaders.  Those who have already run 

the marathon of faith and have probably already crossed faith’s finish 

line. 

 

2. This verse unpacks the next instruction about living the life of faith.  It’s a 

call for Christians to imitate the faith of the godly leaders who have gone 

before them. 

 

a. Let’s consider those former godly examples.  It’s almost as if every 

church should have its own “Faith Hall of Fame!”  

 

i. I hope there have been godly spiritual examples in the history of 

BBC that have had a sanctifying influence on you…! 

 

b. What does the Bible emphasize in a faithful leader…?  Our text (7) 

points out three things to consider in an elder:  leadership, teaching, 

& example. 
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i. First, consider the manner of his leadership!   

 

1. Government, industry, the military all have many 

leadership models & values!  Line, team, dual aligned… 

 

2. God’s word emphasizes leadership qualities like serving, 

shepherding, and modeling. 

 

a. Jesus’ taught that, “if you want to be first in God’s 

Kingdom, you learn to be the servant of all.”  And 

our Lord girded Himself w/ a servant’s towel and 

stooped to wash His follower’s feet. 

 

b. Paul reminded the Ephesians elders that their 

congregation was God’s flock and they were its 

shepherds.  As such, they were called to protect 

God’s sheep from savage wolves, who would come 

baring their fangs of perverse doctrine. 

 

c. Peter warned elders against a domineering 

leadership style; 1 Pt 5:3 – nor yet as lording it 

over those allotted to your charge, but proving to 

be an example to the flock.   

 

d. So a church leader’s style is to be marked by 

serving, shepherding, exampling.   

 

ii. The message of their teaching!  

 

1. The apostle Paul famously ended his life by 

commanding his protégé Timothy to preach the word! 

 

2. Teaching & preaching is every elder’s number one task.  

I have often quoted Pastor M. Dever, who stresses that if 

the Word of God is not taught, there is no church!  2X 
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3. We will consider the one main theme of every sermon of 

every pastor as we come to v.8 (Jesus Christ!), but let’s 

consider just a slightly expanded outline of that message 

in 1 Cor 15:3-4 (turn & read). 

 

a. Paul says this is this is the most imp’t message 

he’s ever heard or preached! 

 

b. Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures.  On the cross, Jesus was paying for all 

the sins of all His people for all time. 

 

 

c. His death was real – (no allegory or myth);  His 

body laid in the grave for three days. 

 

d. But Jesus didn’t stay in the grave!  God raised His 

Son from the grave on the third day (we call that 

the “resurrection”)!  It happened just like the 

Scriptures foretold! 

 

e. Vv.1&2 promise you that if you trust that these 

claims are true, & that they are your only hope for 

forgiveness & eternal life, you will be saved! 

 

4. That is the Word of God, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 

the gospel is to be every elder’s main message! 
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iii. The model of their lives!  Our instruction tells us to imitate our 

leaders’ lives. 

 

1. Paul outlined the requirements for overseers in 1 Tim 3 

& Titus 1.  Number one on the list is “above reproach” – 

an exemplary man. 

 

2. Paul lists exemplary character qualities…. He calls for… 

3. …exemplary husbands. 

4. …exemplary fathers. 

5. …exemplary teachers. 

6. …exemplary community citizens.  

 

7. This is the kind of leader that Peter points to as an 

example to the flock, thus making his leadership 

compelling in the best of ways. 

 

iv. And so a pastor is called to lead, preach, & live right! 

 

3. And what does all of that have to do w/ you…?      

 

a. There are a lot of actions in v.7 (w.r.t. elders, members), but there is 

only one basic command (  members):  “imitate.”   If you read 

carefully you can see that imitating is the result of remembering & 

then considering. 

 

b. Remember those who led you.  To remember is to bring to mind… to 

keep someone on your radar. 

 

c. But then, consider the outcome of their conduct. I.e., to observe 

carefully, then to evaluate.  

 

i. So here you are called to bring to mind (remember) how your 

former leaders taught & live…, 

 

ii. …and then to evaluate their lives against the Word.  
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d. Did they shepherd God’s flock?  Did they teach you the Word of God?  

Did… they… live… godly… lives …?   

 

i. If the answer is yes, then build on the truths they once taught on 

Sundays by imitating the faithful lives they lived on Mondays - 

Saturdays! 

 

ii. Our children learn by imitating.  We all learn by imitating!  I 

get on youtube to find a video so I can watch someone change-

out a garbage disposal or wire a light-switch.  I learn by 

imitating! 

 

iii. Leaders teach us from the pulpit, from the lectern, and by then 

walking the talk!  Paul said (5X) I exhort you, be imitators of 

me (1 Cor 4:16). 

 

4. This command (7) is given to strengthen your faith:  remember those who 

led you…and imitate their faith.    To imitate requires: 

 

a. Discernment.  Our text says consider – evaluate.  The focus is on 

identifying the truths and virtues and spiritual disciplines in your 

leaders’ lives that help you grow in spiritual maturity.  Not every 

practice in your leader’s life is essential, or even well-developed (we 

are all a work in progress ).  You gotta learn to eat the fish…spit out 

the bones! 

 

b. Fellowship.  We’ve just read in Hebrews 13 that we must love one 

another as brothers (v.1), and (10:24,25)  not to forsake meeting 

together so we can cultivate good love and good deeds.  You can’t 

learn from someone you won’t rub elbows with! 

 

c. Humility.  To look at your own life and admit a problem, then go to 

your pastor and ask for some counsel because he seems to be making 

some headway, might require a measure of humility. 

 

 

Beloved, the Great Shepherd did not give His people under-shepherds to simply 

to MC Sunday morning services.   Remember those who led you…and imitate 

their faith.   
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Every Christian’s ultimate model and every preacher’s most powerful 

message is Jesus!  “We preach Christ and Him crucified.”  Let’s again read v.8. 
 

1. Vs. 7 (Gk.) begins a new paragraph, but v.8 is undoubtedly that paragraph’s 

most important declaration! 

 

a. Elders are to lead, feed & model as they speak the word of God to 

you… 

 

b. But Jesus Christ Himself is that incarnate and living and eternal 

Word of God!   The Word has become flesh and dwelt among us! 

 

2. Jesus Christ ( = Savior & King!) – the same yesterday. 

 

a. Jesus has always existed. 

 

b. Hebrews 1:2 opens this letter by asserting that God made the world 

through Jesus. 

 

c. 1:10 records God the Father declaring to His Son:  You, LORD, in the 

beginning, laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the 

works of Your hands. 

 

d. John 1:1 introduces Jesus’ story by claiming that in the beginning (lit. 

“before the beginning began”) was the Word and the Word was with 

God and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

 

e. Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I Am!” 

 

f. Our Savior & King was there when the Universe was created, indeed, 

He has always existed. 
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3. Jesus Christ – the same today. 

 

a. Turn w/me to 1:1-3 (read).  Long ago, God spoke through the 

prophets (  OT) as He progressively unfolded His plan. 

 

b. But today (2)… 

 

c. God has spoken to us in His Son – the Father’s ultimate revelation to 

humanity! 

 

d. In the past, Moses & David & the OT saints cried, Show me your 

glory! 

 

e. But today … 

 

f. He is the radiance of [God’s] glory, and the exact representation of 

His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power.  In 

Christ you see God! 

 

g. In the past, the priests offered sacrifices, year after year, never sitting 

down from their work… 

 

h. But today (3)… 

 

i. Jesus Christ has made purification of sins (ours, yours!), and has sat 

down at the right hand of the Majesty on High. His atoning work is 

finished! 

 

j. Thus, Jesus has opened the way to heavenly holy place for us!  10:19 

– we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus; 

and 10:22 – let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodied washed w/ pure water. 

 

 

i. Friend, today (now!) you can enter…you can draw near to God 

through faith in Jesus, washed clean of your sins by His blood.   

 

ii. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved!” 
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k. And thus, today…   Turn w/ me to 7:25 (read) 

 

i. Jesus Christ saves forever those who draw near to God 

through Him. 

 

ii. Because our Savior King always lives to make intercession for 

them (us!).  Today! 

 

4. Jesus Christ is the same – indeed, forever! 

 

a. Our Savior & King is the same forever, and He offers “forever life” to 

all who trust in Him… 

 

b. 9:28 – so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of 

many, will appear a second time for salvation w/o reference to sin, to 

those who eagerly wait for Him. 

 

5. Read v.8.   Many Bible teachers point to this brief but powerful claim (8) as 

the best known (most impt?) in all of Hebrews! What does it mean to you…? 

 

a. From the perspective of eternal truth, it makes at least two basic 

claims about Jesus Christ:   

 

i. Yesterday & today & forever assert that Jesus is eternal. We 

read in 1:12 (Psa 102:27) – Thou art the same and Thy years 

have no end. 

 

ii. “The same” is a subtle claim that Jesus is immutable – i.e. 

unchanging in His essential nature. 

 

iii. But only God is eternal & immutable.  And so we must come to 

this truth:  Jesus is God! 
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b. From the path of our daily lives, this verse offers Jesus’ followers 

daily strength: 

 

i. Because He is the same we can trust Him:  His steadfastness is 

not dependent on our performance or any other temporal 

circumstance, but on His unchanging promises and character. 

 

ii. Because He is the same we have comfort:  His good promises 

are the same on bad days and good.  In Him they are yes! 

 

iii. Because He is the same, we have hope:  the Bible simply says, 

He who believes in Him will not be disappointed. 

 

 

Beloved, the purpose of these verses was to remind you of: 
 

The Word of God you were taught, the Word of God powerful to change lives that 

you’ve known. 

 

Beloved, the purpose of these verses was to remind you of: 
 

The Word of God revealed in Jesus Christ: the same yesterday, today…indeed and 

forever. 

 

Beloved, the purpose of these verses was to urge you: “to see to it that you do not 

refuse Him.”  Because, “He who believes in Him will not be disappointed.” 

 

 

...pray… 

 


