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Message:   The Mystery of God’s Purpose in Hardening the Majority in Israel
Text:          Romans 11:1-15

Introduction

  A.  How many of us like a good mystery?   When we speak of a mystery, we usually speak of
something that is hidden from us.  But when Christ’s apostle Paul speaks of a mystery, he
defines it as something that was previously hidden from us, but is now revealed to us by
Christ’s Spirit through His apostles and New Testament prophets the gospel.

Ephesians 3:4   ... when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of
Christ,  which in other generations was not made known to the sons of men, as it has 5

now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit;  to be specific, that 6

the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers
of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 

Colossians 1:26   that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,  to whom God willed to make 27

known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

  B.  Lord willing, over the next 3 weeks we will be unpacking a mystery of God’s will that 
Christ desires to reveal to us in through His apostle Paul in Romans 11, as we read in 
verse 25 ...

Romans 11:25   For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so
that you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has
happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; 

  C.  What is this mystery that Christ now wants revealed to His people?  Jesus wants us to 
understand why He has hardened the majority of the nation of Israel against Himself.

  D.  In chapter 9:1-29 we saw that not all descendants of Abraham are children to whom God’s 
promises of salvation belong, and that God is righteous, fair, and just to show mercy to 
whomever He wills and to harden whomever He wills.  The word “faith/belief” is not 
used in these verses, because they describe what God is doing in controlling who 
becomes a recipient of His saving mercy.

Romans 9:6   But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel
who are descended from Israel; 

Romans 9:18   So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He
desires. 



  E.  But in 9:30 - 10:21 the word “faith/believe” is used 11x, because here God is revealing our 
responsibility to respond to the gospel of Christ with faith in Him, something Israel as a 
whole failed to do.  They stumbled over having to obtain a righteous standing before God 
through faith in a shamed, condemned, crucified Messiah.

Romans 9:30   What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness,
attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith;  but Israel, 31

pursuing a law of righteousness, did not arrive at that law.  Why? Because they did not 32

pursue it by faith, but as though it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling
stone,  just as it is written, "BEHOLD, I LAY IN ZION A STONE OF STUMBLING 33

AND A ROCK OF OFFENSE, AND HE WHO BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE
DISAPPOINTED." 

 1 Corinthians 1:23   but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block ... 

  F.  Present day Israel’s spiritual condition before the Lord  appears to be the same as Paul 
characterized it 2000 years ago by quoting the prophet Isaiah (65:2) ...

Romans 10:21 But as for Israel He says, "ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE
STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND OBSTINATE
PEOPLE."

  G.  Down to this very day, Israel as a whole has failed to inherit the kingdom of God, while the 
Gentiles now comprise the vast majority of the church of Jesus Messiah.  It is just as 
Jesus had remarked upon seeing the faith of a Roman (Gentile) centurion  ...

Matthew 8:10 ... "Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in
Israel. "I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table 11 

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; but the sons of the kingdom 12 

will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth."

... and as Christ also said ...

Matthew 21:42 Jesus said to them, "Did you never read in the Scriptures, 'THE STONE
WHICH THE BUILDERS REJECTED, THIS BECAME THE CHIEF CORNER
stone; THIS CAME ABOUT FROM THE LORD, AND IT IS MARVELOUS IN OUR
EYES '? "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 43 

and given to a people, producing the fruit of it.

  H.  That it has been God’s purpose to harden Israel against its Messiah (Christ) raises the
question in 11:1, repeated in 11:11 ...  

Romans 11:1  I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? 

Romans 11:11  I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? 



I.  God’s purpose in hardening Israel is not to destroy and reject Israel forever.

  A.  The evidence of this can be seen in two examples of God’s preservation of a faithful
remnant in history down to Paul’s very day.

      1.  Example #1:  Paul is an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham and Benjamin.

Romans 11:1 I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For
I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.

      2.  Example #2:  From the Scriptures we see God’s preservation of a remnant in Elijah’s day  
  (1 Kings 19:10,18).

Romans 11:2 God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not
know what the Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against
Israel? "Lord, THEY HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS, THEY HAVE TORN 3 

DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, AND THEY ARE SEEKING MY
LIFE." But what is the divine response to him? "I HAVE KEPT for Myself SEVEN 4 

THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL."

   Amos 3:2  "You only have I known (yada) among all the families of the earth;”

  B.  Conclusion from these examples:  God has purposed to preserve a remnant of Israelites by
grace, not by those works of the law that make one “a Jew who is one outwardly” (2:28).

Romans 11:5  In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a
remnant according to God's election of grace. But if it is by grace, it is no longer on 6 

the basis of works, otherwise grace is no longer grace.

II.  11:7-10 While God preserves a remnant of Israel, it is He Who hardens the majority.

Romans 11:7  What then? What Israel is seeking, it has not obtained, but the election
obtained it, and the rest were hardened;  just as it is written, "GOD GAVE THEM A 8

SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES TO SEE NOT AND EARS TO HEAR NOT, DOWN
TO THIS VERY DAY."  And David says, "LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE 9

AND A TRAP, AND A STUMBLING BLOCK AND A RETRIBUTION TO THEM. 10

"LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED TO SEE NOT, AND BEND THEIR BACKS
FOREVER." 

  A.  “The election” obtained righteousness by faith, underscoring the fact that those obtaining 
righteousness did so by God’s merciful election of them.  The rest were hardened by God. 
Paul cites the law Deut. 29:4), the prophets (Isaiah 29:10), and the Writings (Psalm 
69:22) to substantiate his case.

  B.  So what is God’s purpose in hardening Israel down to this very day?



III.  God’s purpose in hardening Israel is to display His mercy in bringing the promised
riches of His grace and salvation to both the nations (Gentiles) and to Israel.

  A.  Israel’s hardening is to lead to the blessings of Abraham in Christ, blessings which Israel 
despised, being offered to and received by the Gentiles/nations.

Romans 11:11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never
be! But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them
jealous.

Acts 13:46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, "It was necessary that the word
of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy
of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.

  B.  The Gentiles’ receiving the blessings of Abraham is not an end in itself, but is intended to
provoke Israel to a jealously that leads to Israel’s salvation.

Romans 11:11 I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they? May it never be!
But by their transgression salvation has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous. ...  

 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of13

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,  if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow14 

countrymen and save some of them.

1.  notice in verse 14 that Israel’s jealousy of vs 11 is to result in Israelites’ salvation.  
(Example: Choosing to remain on my college campus my first Thanksgiving, I realized I 
was missing what all other students were enjoying.  Subsequent holidays I went home.  
One day Israel will realize what she is missing by remaining separated from Christ.)

2.  God has shut up all (Jew and Gentile) in disobedience in order that He might show 
mercy to all (Jew and Gentile).

Romans 11:30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have been
shown mercy because of their disobedience,  so these also now have been 31

disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to you they also may now be
shown mercy.  For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show 32

mercy to all.

3.  So just as God intended to show mercy to the nations/Gentiles, so He intends to show
mercy to the nation of Israel, and not reject her forever, but establish her before Him
forever.

Jeremiah 31:36 "If this fixed order departs from before Me," declares the
LORD, "Then the offspring of Israel also will cease from being a nation
before Me forever."



  C.  What will this plan of God look like in the future, and what will be its outcome for all 
believers? Israel’s salvation will lead to the realization of God’s promised blessings to 
Abraham - life from the dead in God’s eternal glory. 

Romans 11:12 Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is
riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!

Romans 11:15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance be but life from the dead?

      1.  Notice that Israel’s trespass and failure to attain to God’s righteousness, resulting in 
Israel’s rejection (to date) by God, has led to the world/nations/Gentiles receiving God’s  
“riches”  = “reconciliation” with God (and thus, salvation, 10:12,13).  See  parallel 
structure of Romans 11:12,15.

Romans 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;  for "WHOEVER WILL CALL 13

ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED."

        THE PARALLEL STRUCTURE OF THOUGHT BETWEEN ROMANS 11:12 AND 11:15 
    
If Israel’s   WHAT     be WHAT      for WHOM    >   Israel’s WHAT   be WHAT    for WHOM

12   TRESPASS       RICHES           WORLD              FULNESS            (RICHES)        (WORLD /
   FAILURE   RICHES  GENTILES      GENTILES)

15   REJECTION     RECONCIL-      WORLD          ACCEPTANCE     LIFE FROM      (WORLD / 
   IATION         THE DEAD     GENTILES) 

                                                     
                                                     
                                                     
                                   

      2.  Notice the “how much more” argument in verses 12 and 15.  If Israel’s rejection meant 
riches for the world (reconciliation), how much more will Israel’s fulness/acceptance be 
riches for the world (not simply for Israel).  Those riches are defined in 11:15 as “life 
from the dead.”

      3.  “Life from the dead” (which in approximately 45 of 47 NT instances refers to bodily           
            resurrection) should be understood to be the bodily resurrection and glorification 

of every believer of every age for whom Christ died - our glorified eternal state with 



Christ.

Romans 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you.

      4.  Peter preached of Christ’s coming being tied to the return of Israel to the Lord.

Acts 3:19 "Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;  and that He may 20

send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you,  whom heaven must receive until the 21

period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy
prophets from ancient time.

      5.  This mystery appears to indicate that Israel will one day receive Jesus as its God, Savior, 
Messiah in some way commensurate or inversely proportionalte with its present day 
rejection of Jesus Christ.

Romans 11:25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that
you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  and so all Israel will be saved; 26

just as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL
REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."

Conclusion: Why has Christ revealed this mystery to us?

  A.  That we might not become arrogant against the unbelieving Jews (more on this application 
next week).

Romans 11:18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant,
remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.

  B.  That we might magnify the ministry of Christ’s gospel in our hearts, homes, communities, 
country, and among the nations, for the salvation of all peoples and for the hastening the 
coming of the Day of God when Christ will make all things new.

Romans 11:13 But I am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an
apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,  if somehow I might move to jealousy my 14

fellow countrymen and save some of them.

Matthew 24:14 "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.

  C.  That we might trust the Lord, Who is faithful, and glorify Him forever.  We can live by faith



in Him, counting on Him to fulfill His wise purposes and His gracious promises through
Christ Jesus our crucified, risen, reigning, coming again in glory Lord, whose glory
believing Jews and Gentiles are granted to share for all eternity.

Isaiah 60:20 "Your sun will no longer set, nor will your moon wane; For you will have
the LORD for an everlasting light, and the days of your mourning will be over. 21

"Then all your people will be righteous; They will possess the land forever, the branch
of My planting, the work of My hands, that I may be glorified.

  D.  That those who have yet to believe in Jesus as their God, Messiah/King, Savior will see that
God’s desires to magnify His mercy among the nations, and call upon the name of Jesus 
to be forgiven and saved from Christ’s coming judgment of the world.

Romans 10:12  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;  for "WHOEVER WILL CALL 13

ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE SAVED." 
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