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KJV – Genesis 23:1-20 

 

“The Death of Sarah” 

      The death and the burial of Sarah, the lifelong friend and companion of Abraham. This too was a 
test of Faith in this man’s life as we will see in tonight’s lesson. Faith does not grow and become 
strong when it is not exercised; when one just sits by and passively enjoys life. But faith grows and 
matures when it is actively used while facing adverse circumstances such as the death of a loved 
one. 
 
     As we come to this passage of Scripture in the Bible, we come to a very critical point in the life of 
Abraham, when he must face the death of his wife Sarah. The death of Sarah is the dominant theme 
of this chapter because it opens with a focus on her death and ends with a focus on her burial. 
 
     Abraham had known Sarah his entire life, she was his half-sister of the same father but different 
mother.  It is hard to say just how long they had been married but assuming Sarah was around 20 at 
marriage this would make this a 107 year union.  We see for a fact that she had been by Abraham’s 
side ever since chapter twelve as his companion, helpmeet and friend. 
 
     Sarah was with Abraham in the good times as well as those hard times that often come in every 
relationship. She recognized that he was a special man of God and of course she was the mother of 
his promised son. We know from the New Testament book of Hebrews she was a great woman of 
the faith. She is one of only two listed by name of the three women listed prior to Hebrews eleven 
and verse thirty-five.  
 
     Prior to verse number 35 we have Sara 11:11 (listed by name); Moses’ parents 11:23 (mother 
not listed by name); and thirdly we have Rahab 11:31 (listed by name). But let’s see what the writer 
of Hebrews says about Sara. 
 
Hebrews 11:11 
 
11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when 
she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 
 
     We also know from the first Epistle of Peter that Sarah was gentle (meek), respectful, with a 
submissive spirit. 
 
I Peter 3:4-6 

4 But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 
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5 For after this manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, 
being in subjection unto their own husbands: 

6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, and 
are not afraid with any amazement. 

     Friends this was a great woman, and a great loss to Abraham. You don’t just up and replace a 
godly woman of this caliber. This great loss was also a great test of Abraham’s faith. His faith would 
be tested by having to a make the decision concerning Sarah’s burial. Where should he bury her, 
back in his home land or in the land that they are in now. The land that God promised that He would 
give to him and his seed; which was not his at this time. 

     Real faith continues to obey and believe God will fulfill his promises even when faced with 
adverse circumstances like the death of a loved one. Real faith does not run away and hide, it does 
not quit, it does don’t give up but it keeps trusting God. 

     Sarah’s death impacted Abraham greatly and her son Isaac as well. In fact it took Isaac three 
years to find any comfort after his mother’s death. What does Geneses 24:67 read? Isaac brought 
her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her and 
Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

Genesis 23:1 

1 And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old: these were the years of the life of Sarah. 

     Sarah is the only woman in Scripture whose age at death is stated. This shows how important a 
woman she was. Even though she was highly esteemed as recorded in the Scriptures yet she died. 
And if the LORD tarries, yes one day you and I will die because of the Adamic curse that will catch 
up to all us. 

Genesis 23:2 

2 And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to 
mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

     Sarah died in Kirjath-arba; the word Kirjath means “a city.” The word “arba” means “a giant.” 
This was the old name of the city before it was named Hebron, which had been named after a great 
warrior or giant warrior whose name was Arba (Joshua 14:15; 15:13; 21:11). Arba was the father of 
the Anakim giants. The stress is that Sarah died here in the heart of the promised land that was 
promised to Abraham but not yet his. 

Genesis 23:3-4 

3 And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, 

4 I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a buryingplace with you, that I may 
bury my dead out of my sight. 
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    The “sons of Heth” were Canaanites in that they were descendants of Canaan and Hittites in that 
they were of Heth. Abraham stated I am a stranger and a sojourner with you: The word stranger 
means a foreigner who is living out of his own country. The word sojourner describes one who is 
not a naturalized citizen, a traveler residing temporarily. 

     Abraham makes the funeral arrangements for his wife totally trusting in the promises of God. By 
exercising his faith in God, he believes that he can bury his wife right there in Hebron in the land of 
Canaan because God has said it will one day belong to him and his seed. Abraham asked Heth to give 
me a possession of a burying place, this word was his request to buy this plot, and he did not want it 
given to him. Abraham trusted God for the future procession of the land but he still wanted to 
conduct this business deal with integrity.  

     Abraham had no legal claim or right to any of this Hittite land but he was willing to buy a large 
plot to bury Sarah because he believed that someday this land would be the land that he would call 
his and his seed’s.  

Genesis 23:5-6 

5 And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

6 Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; 
none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. 

     The Canaanites offered Abraham the choice of any land he wanted. In fact, the Hebrew words “a 
mighty prince” literally read “a prince of Elohim” which indicates they recognize Abraham holds a 
royal position in the family of God. 

Genesis 23:7-9 

7 And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself to the people of the land, even to the children of Heth. 

8 And he communed with them, saying, If it be your mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight; 
hear me, and intreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, 

9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, which is in the end of his field; for as 
much money as it is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryingplace amongst you. 

     Abraham was a humble man and the fact that he “bowed” to the Canaanites demonstrated that he 
treated others with dignity, respect and honor. The cave mentioned “Machpelah” was located in the 
end of a field owned by Ephron, the son of Zohar. Ephron was a Hittite but that did not matter 
because Abraham was willing to pay full price for this land. 

Genesis 23:10-11 

10 And Ephron dwelt among the children of Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went in at the gate of his city, saying, 
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11 Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I give it thee; in the presence 
of the sons of my people give I it thee: bury thy dead. 

     Abraham had asked to buy this field, yet Ephron said: the field give I thee, and the cave that is 
therein, I give it thee; yet Abraham wanted this to be an honorable transaction. Even though in 
accordance with the Promises of a Sovereign God it was already his, he insisted on buying the field 
and paying fair market value. 

Genesis 23:12-13 

12 And Abraham bowed down himself before the people of the land. 

13 And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give it, I 
pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

      There are some people in this life that take and take and take. Then there are those if they 
cannot take will try to get things for what they know in their heart is not a fair price. Abraham is a 
man of honor and a man of God; he is thinking of his future witness and testimony toward these 
people. 

     Abraham was not looking for the cheapest way he was looking for the way of integrity. This is a 
lesson for all of God’s people that this is the way we should be doing business as Christians.  

Genesis 23:14-15 

14 And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 

15 My lord, hearken unto me: the land is worth four hundred shekels of silver; what is that betwixt me 
and thee? bury therefore thy dead. 

16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
named in the audience of the sons of Heth, four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the 
merchant. 

     Most of us would have jumped at a free burial spot, right? Abraham could have gotten it for 
nothing but he insisted on paying for it. Then he is given a very inflated price. Abraham doesn’t 
negotiate, he doesn’t try to get the price lowered he is going to pay what is requested. 

Genesis 23:17-18 

17 And the field of Ephron which was in Machpelah, which was before Mamre, the field, and the cave 
which was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders round about, 
were made sure 

18 Unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before all that went in at the 
gate of his city. 
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    Abraham doesn’t bat an eye, he doesn’t try to get the price lowered. He just weighs out the silver 
and hands it over; 200 ounces of silver, today’s value about $4,872.00. Abraham believed God 
would bless him for this and he wanted to do what was right in the eyes of these heathen Hittites 
because he was representing not himself but the Most High God. 

Genesis 23:19-20 

19 And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: 
the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

20 And the field, and the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession of a 
buryingplace by the sons of Heth. 

     This was a major leap of faith on Abraham’s part because he is trusting totally in God to fulfill His 
Sovereign Promise that, yes, one day that land, all of it, would belong to the seed of Abraham. 

     This is an important summary, because finally after all the years of sojourning in this land now 
Abraham was deeded a small piece of real estate in the midst of all the land promised to him and his 
seed.  

     This cave would serve to be a special place in later years of the Abrahamic family because it 
would also serve as a future burial plot for the others. 

Abraham was buried there after his death – Genesis 25:7-10 

Isaac was buried there after his death – Genesis 49:31 

Rebekah was buried there after her death – Genesis 49:31 

Leah was buried there after her death – Genesis 49:31 

Jacob was buried there after his death – Genesis 50:13 

     Now Abraham buried his wife Sarah in a land by faith, because he was convinced that this was  
land as promised that God would eventually give to his seed and they shall possess it.  

     Remember here during this time of Abraham’s grief the main thing that helped Abraham get 
through this crisis is that he remained focused upon the future promises of God.  

     This is Abraham’s land, yet today there is a Mosque in Hebron which sits right over the top the 
cave entrance that leads to these graves.  

     The Mosque is 70 feet long by 93 feet wide. The courtyard around the Mosque is surrounded by a 
wall that is 40 feet high and 8 feet thick and it is carefully guarded by Muslims. 

     They are controlling land that belongs to Abraham both legally and Sovereignly. What are the 
Muslims doing controlling property that was legally deeded over to Abraham and his seed? 
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     What about God’s promise that Abraham’s seed shall own it and possess it?  

     Is God Sovereign or is this just one of the prophecies that He happened to miss?  

     No friends; God didn’t miss it, and yes He is Sovereign. 

     When will be a Seed of Abraham come back and reclaim this land? He will take that land over and 
fulfill what God has said.  

     And who might that seed of Abraham be? 

Zechariah 14:1-9 

1 Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 

2 For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city shall be taken, and the houses 
rifled, and the women ravished; and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the 
people shall not be cut off from the city. 

3 Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 

4 And his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and 
there shall be a very great valley; and half of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of 
it toward the south. 

5 And ye shall flee to the valley of the mountains; for the valley of the mountains shall reach unto Azal: 
yea, ye shall flee, like as ye fled from before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
LORD my God shall come, and all the saints with thee. 

6 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the light shall not be clear, nor dark: 

7 But it shall be one day which shall be known to the LORD, not day, nor night: but it shall come to pass, 
that at evening time it shall be light. 

8 And it shall be in that day, that living waters shall go out from Jerusalem; half of them toward the 
former sea, and half of them toward the hinder sea: in summer and in winter shall it be. 

9 And the LORD shall be king over all the earth: in that day shall there be one LORD, and his name one. 

     That returning seed that restores and making all things aright is none other than the LORD Jesus 
Christ. The King over all the earth.  

 

 

 


