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Opening Scripture: Psalm 98:1-4

! Oh sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
2 The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
> Hehasremembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.
+  Make ajoyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

The Lord’s Prayer
Hymn of Praise: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God — TPH #244
Reading of the Law of God: Psalm 15

! OLORD, who shall sojourn in your tent?
Who shall dwell on your holy hill?
> He who walks blamelessly and does what is right
and speaks truth in his heart;
3 who does not slander with his tongue
and does no evil to his neighbor,
nor takes up a reproach against his friend;
+  inwhose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who fear the LORD;
who swears to his own hurt and does not change;
5 who does not put out his money at interest
and does not take a bribe against the innocent.
He who does these things shall never be moved.

Confession of Sin: Psalm 51

! Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;



according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
and cleanse me from my sin!

For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.

Against you, you only, have I sinned

and done what is evil in your sight,

so that you may be justified in your words
and blameless in your judgment.

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,
and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart.
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness;

let the bones that you have broken rejoice.
Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my iniquities.

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence,

and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will return to you.

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God,
O God of my salvation,

and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness.

O LORD, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.

For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it;

you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Do good to Zion in your good pleasure;

build up the walls of Jerusalem;

then will you delight in right sacrifices,

in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings;
then bulls will be offered on your altar.



Assurance of Grace and Pardon:Hebrews 4:14-16

“ Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. * For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. * Let us then with confidence draw near
to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Doxology: TPH #567

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him, above, ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Supplication: Using the prayer sheet, pray for each other and for Christ’s
kingdom in this world.

First Reading of God’s Word: Matthew 3:1-17

'In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, * “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand.” ? For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,;

make his paths straight.”

* Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and
wild honey. * Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, ¢ and
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ® Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. * And do not
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to
raise up children for Abraham. *° Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1 “] baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I
am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ** His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

B Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. * John would have prevented him,
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” * But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. ** And when Jesus was baptized,
immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 7 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Psalm of Preparation: The Lord’s My Shepherd — TPH #23A



Second Reading of God’s Word: 1 John 5:4-12

*For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the
world—our faith. * Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

¢ This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: ® the
Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. ° If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony
of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. *® Whoever believes in
the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he
has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. * And this is the testimony, that God
gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. * Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of
God does not have life.

Preaching of God’s Word: “Hold Fast to the Giver of Life” — Pastor Jeffrey Carter

Point: Christ alone is the Son of God and giver of life. God himself gives you every reason to hold fast to him.

Outline:

1. The Identity of Christ: Who Is Jesus?
a. The Son of God
b. The Perfect Savior of Sinners

2. The Certainty of the Believer: How Can You Be Sure?
a. Because you have God’s Spirit, and he always leads you to Christ.
b. Because you have God’s word, and he never lies.

3. The Joy of Believing: What Does He Give You?
a. Himself
b. Eternal life

Hymn of Response: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross — TPH #338

Closing Scripture: Hebrews 13:20—21

20 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, * equip you with everything good that you may do his will,
working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever.
Amen.



