
Proverbs 30:17 (Family Worship lesson in “the Proverb of the day”) 

“How Seriously God Takes the Honoring of Parents”  
click bit.ly/3mLT7Es to hear this devotional as taught in family worship (or scan QR code→)  

 
17 The eye that mocks his father, 
 And scorns obedience to his mother, 

 The ravens of the valley will pick it out, 
 And the young eagles will eat it. 

 

Pastor leads his family in a verse from “the Proverb of the day.” In this Scripture, the Holy Spirit teaches us 
that failure to honor parents from the heart deserves an accursed death. 

 

(The following is a machine-generated transcription. Please be aware of—and patient with—transcribing errors. If 
there is something confusing or obviously erroneous, you are invited to listen to the audio recording referenced above) 
 

Proverbs 30 verse 17 these are God's words.  

 

The eye that mocks his father.  

 

And scorns obedience to his mother, the Ravens of the valley.  

 

We'll pick it out and the young Eagles.  

 

We'll eat it.  

 

So far the reading of God's inspired and inerrant word.  

 

This verse is a reminder.  

 

That we are made of dirt, and that our bodies can very easily be made.  

 

Bird feed.  

 

God is the one who formed the body of the man from the dust of the ground.  

 

And breathed into it the dust breathed into it.  

 

The Breath of life.  

 

Every one of us, oh him all of our life and all of our existence.  

 

All things are from him, and through him and to him.  

 

And believers are not believers.  

 

People especially.  

 

The apostle says in him we live and move.  

 

And have our being.  

 

We exist for his glory.  

 

We exist to know him.  

 

First catechism question.  

 

You guys learn what is the chief end of man?  

 

Chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him for forever.  

 

Now he is the one who has picked for you your particular father and mother.  

 

Your father and mother might not be as gifted.  

 

Or as kind or of as good character as another one.  
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But your father and your mother are the ones that God has picked for you.  

 

And he is all powerful.  

 

And steadfastly loving and faithful.  

 

Full of steadfast love and faithfulness, and he is the one who has given himself in Christ for you.  

 

And so in his appointment, you can trust his wisdom.  

 

And you must submit to his will.  

 

So if you don't.  

 

Honor your father and your mother.  

 

You are rebelling against the God who made you.  

 

The only God who can save you.  

 

The one whose glory we were created to enjoy forever and ever, and whom you must worship.  

 

She says the eye that mocks his father and scorns obedience to his mother.  

 

The Ravens of the valley will pick it out and the young Eagles will eat it.  

 

In other words, not only is death.  

 

The punishment for sin, and is it not only is it a great thin to dishonor your parents, but this person 

in proverbs 30.  

 

Verse 17 doesn't even get a burial.  

 

They die in dishonor.  

 

Their body is not treated as something that is special and precious as belonging to the Lord and that 

they are not done with yet.  

 

And that is looking forward to the resurrection and glow.  

 

Instead, they're cast out on the ground.  

 

This happens in a few places, a few other places in the Bible, and it's a very.  

 

Dreadful statement by God.  

 

It's a form of a curse to not be permitted to be buried, but to have the eyes.  

 

Plucked out by the Ravens.  

 

Or the young Eagles.  

 

This is a very stern warning, and notice that the dishonoring here is not the dishonoring of disobedience.  

 

It's the dishonouring of the eye.  

 

It's the person who does this and the second line and scorns obedience to his mother.  

 

This may be someone who's actually doing what his mom said.  

 

But he's doing it with a scornful look.  

 

He wants to escape discipline, or perhaps he's well enough trained that he offers that.  

 

Immediate obedience, like he's supposed to, but it's not from the heart.  

 

His eye is mocking and scorning.  

 

This reminds us that our God looks on the heart.  



 

That the obedience that Jesus had to offer in our place was a willing, cheerful obedience from the heart.  

 

That he was completely committed to doing not what he willed, but what his father went.  

 

Even in yesterday's sermon passage, you remember the Lord Jesus went to pray in order to be strengthened 

for submission.  

 

He knew that the cup couldn't pass from him.  

 

He'd just finished telling his disciples that this had to.  

 

When the crowd shows up to arrest him, he tells them this is their hour and the power of darkness.  

 

So the reason he was praying was because prayer is a means by which even our sinless savior drew strength 

to submit to something that was very hard, and he submitted perfectly.  

 

So that's what's counted for us perfect submission.  

 

We saw that when he was a young boy too, didn't we?  

 

The way even when he was 12 and by the time he was 12 his parents, the scripture says, didn't even understand 

him.  

 

And yet the Bible says that even though they didn't understand them, he went home with them, and he submitted 

himself to them.  

 

Because God, his heavenly Father, had given that mom and that dad to him.  

 

That's the righteousness that's counted for you when you trust in Jesus, and that's the kind of obedience 

and honoring your mother and father, that the Holy Spirit gives you.  

 

When you belong to Jesus by faith, and as he makes you more and more like Jesus, what does he make you 

more and more like?  

 

Well, he makes you more and more like the eye that honors his father.  

 

And is glad to offer obedience to his mother.  

 

And that I will be laid to rest in a grave.  

 

Will it decompose?  

 

But it will be laid to rest in a grave because he is looking forward to the resurrection of the body, 

just like our own saviors, resurrection so will also our bodies be resurrected, glorious, and we will 

perfectly enjoy and glorify him forever and ever in a new heaven.  

 

In the newer while, you are already in part.  

 

If you obey this passage, you seek from God the help of the Holy Spirit.  

 

To give you honoring your mother in the way that you feel and think about your obedience so.  

 

She comes home from her errands and she comes in here and she sees a bunch of stuff that she immediately 

realizes she would really like done and you are working on school or whatever and she calls out your 

name and she says, do this.  

 

Instead of.  

 

That reflex of grumbling that you didn't get to finish, whatever it was that you're working on, you remember 

all Jesus is honoring from the heart and obedience with cheerfulness is what I want the Holy Spirit to 

be producing in me to be like the one who's obeyed in my place.  

 

And saved me.  

 

You pop out of your chair and you say, yes, Mommy and you run to do it and you do it as well as you can.  

 

And then you go back to.  

 

Your schools or whatever it is.  



 

The Lord wants the heart.  

 

The Lord wants our attitudes.  

 

The Lord wants the kind of look that we give our mom when she gives us an instruction or a command.  

 

The Lord wants us to glorify him and to be like his son.  

 

In every way.  

 

The eye that mocks his father.  

 

It scorns obedience to his mother.  

 

The Ravens of the valley will pick it out.  

 

And the young Eagles will eat it.  

 

Lord Grant that none of us would be described.  

 

By that verse.  

 

My man, let's pray, Lord Jesus we.  

 

Marvel at the perfection of your obedience as we read and think about it works like this.  

 

Then we realize how bad our attitudes have been, and.  

 

The looks that we have given and the manner in which we have done things, and that's even when we were 

doing what was right.  

 

But you are safe here.  

 

You have always done.  

 

Exactly what is right with exactly the right attitude.  

 

So that it is.  

 

So that we know.  

 

The how much went into your father and dancing.  

 

This is my beloved son with him I am well pleased.  

 

We thank you that you offered yourself on the cross.  

 

They thank you that you give yourself to us.  

 

When you work faith in us by your Holy Spirit so that for your sake, we know that we are beloved in you.  

 

And that the Lord is well pleased with us in you.  

 

We asked for the help of your spirit that in this particular case that we would honor you.  

 

By honoring our mother and our father.  

 

That you'd give us proper attitudes so that not only might be we be well pleasing in you.  

 

But that we might also offer that behavior that is like yours that is well pleasing to God.  

 

Give us this desire and fulfill it.  

 

We pray by your power and your grace.  

 

We ask it in your name, Lord Jesus, Amen.  

 

 


