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KJV – Genesis 15:1 

 

“After These Things” 

     The text today is taken from the book Genesis chapter fifteen. 

Genesis 15:1 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.  

     After these things:  I want you to underline that statement because we are going to go back here 
in a little bit and find out what some of these things are. After these things the word of the Lord came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, I love it when the Lords says to Fear not. 

     And the Lord must really like those words too. This is the first time He used them in, But He liked 
them so good that He said them 85 more times throughout the Bible; Fear Not! 

     You be surprised at the saved people in Church that are afraid to serve God. They seem like their 
afraid to turner loose and go with God. But the LORD God said to His man:  Fear Not, Abram:  

     Fear Not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

- He didn’t just say reward – But He said Great Reward. 

- He didn’t just say Great reward – But He said Exceeding Great Reward. 

     And I love the way the Holy Ghost puts this in the Scriptures: 

- He didn’t say; This is your Reward. 

- He didn’t say; That is your Reward. 

- But He said “I AM.” 

     I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. From this verse I want to preach on the thought -
It pays to Serve God, After these things. I want to say that I don’t have any sad stories to tell you. 
Praise God I am thrilled that the LORD God would Save Me. I’m double thrilled that He’d call me to 
Preach. And I’m Triple thrilled that He’d give me a place to do it. 

     Because After these things, it pays to serve the LORD. 

     I think lies that the Devil tells people today that it doesn’t pay to serve God. 
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     He will convince young people of today that it’s better to fit in with the world then to Come Ye 
out from among them. In fact in the book of Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament, there are 
twenty-one indictments that God lays to their charge. 

     In fact Malachi is the only book of the Bible that I know of that begins with a curse and ends with 
a curse. 

- And one of those indictments was that the people had gone away from God, and believed 
Satan’s lie that it does not pay to serve God. 

     And you know the Store and the end of Malachi, there are over 400 years of Spiritual Darkness. 
And I want to tell you that it cause Spiritual Darkness in the life of any person when they go to 
doubting God. And when they go to believing that it doesn’t pay to Serve God. Because After these 
things, Well Glory! It does pay to Serve God, It pays in this life; and it really pays in the next life. 

Romans 8:18   

18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us. 

     There are some rewards to serving God. 

I & II Peter (Suffering mentioned 15 times) 

I & II Peter (Glory mentioned 16 times) 

     I want to tell you that the Devil is a dirty dog liar. Because After these things, it pays to Serve God. 
If you’re taking notes write this one down: That I want to go on record today saying, that I’d rather 
be an old time Christian, than anything I know. Because After these things, it pays to Serve God. 
There are some rewards along the way with going with God. 

     I want to bring out some things today about serving God. After these things. 

     Because Abram got God’s blessing, but it was after these things. God never rewarded a Lazy 
Christian. Abram had some work, and He didn’t receive God’s blessing on Accident, by chance or 
luck. But it was after these things. Some Christians get saved and they stay in a state of: Before these 
things and they die, cold and bitter, never receiving a blessing and never enjoying the abundant life. 

After these things. 

     We see here in Chapter fifteen, that God confirmed the Abrahamic Covenant with Abram and 
turns on the showers of blessings. But it was after these things. 

     Now I want to show you quickly this morning some of these things: But first we must go back to 
the beginning. And I promise you I am not going to preach verse by verse Chapter 12, 13, 14 and 15 
this morning, just give you a quick background. 
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- Abram called of God, and obeyed. 

- Abram left His home. 

- Abram and nephew separated and Lot headed for the well water plans of Sodom. 

- Sodom is attacked by 5 federated armies. 

- Lot and His family are taken captive. 

     After these things, it pays to Serve God. You say what were these things you’re talking about 
Preacher? There are three things before, the after These Things: 

1. There was a Conflict: 

     There was a conflict in which He engaged. Abram had not been sitting on the stool of do nothing 
singing I shall not be moved. He wasn’t just waiting around for God to bless Him, 

     No Abraham had been busy. He got word of His nephew, Lot and Abram got busy, working. He 
had been fighting a battle. Abram with 318 Sheppard boys went up against 5 Federated Armies. 

     The CNN Broadcaster would have said something like this: In the sands of Sodom, 5 of the 
world’s best well trained federated armies. But over here we have Abram, with 318 Sheppard boys, 
they don’t stand a chance. 

     Out number, out manned, Out Equipped, and out classed. So we already pretty much know the 
outcome don’t we. But what the world didn’t know – Abram had more than swords and spears and 
shields, He had the Spirit of God. Abram had the Power of God. Abram had the Might of God. And it 
was after these things that God stepped out of Glory and said; I am thy exceeding great reward. 

1. There was a Conflict: 
2. There was Compassion: 

     There was a Compassion that he had shown. Abram got the news – Hey your Brother’s boy has 
been taken Prisoner. I don’t believe Abram was your typical Sunday go to meeting Church Member. 

     Because after the Separation of Chapter 13 most of us would have said good riddens, He got what 
was coming to him. 

- But you see Abram is a bigger man than that. 

- The Bible says Abram went down there, fought that battle and He rescued Lot. 

     I didn’t ever read where LOT asked him to do it. And I surly never read where LOT thanked him 
for it. It was when Abram with Love and Compassion; Poured his life into the life of another. That’s 
when God poured His life into Abram. 
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     What are you saying – When we invest our lives into the lives of others, that’s when God will 
invest His life into us. When Abram went down in meekness for LOT.  To restore the weaker 
Brother. You’ll never go wrong helping others. Because when you’re helping others, God will be 
helping you. 

     There was Compassion, and then came, After these things. 

1. There was a Conflict: 
2. There was Compassion: 
3. There was a Choice: 

     Because after the Battle, here comes the King of Sodom, and He said to Abram, “take what you 
want.” 

     Abram had a choice to make: PAYOFF by Satan’s Sodom or God’s Glory. 

     I believe Abram looked at that Ole king right in the God given eyes, - And to par-phrase he might 
said something like this. “Read my lips – I don’t want one thing you got! Not even a Shoelace”. 

     For I have raised my hand, made a vow; to the most High God, the possessor of Heaven and Earth 
that I would not take one thing. 

     I know your outfit, and if I did take, you’d come back and say we made Abraham rich. 

     Abram was called of God, sanctioned by God and would be rewarded from God, and it was After 
these things. He might not of had Sodom’s gold, but he had Heaven’s God. It was when he said NO, to 
the King of Sodom, He meet the KING OF SALEM. 

After these things. 

1. There was a Conflict: 

2. There was a Compassion: 

3. There was a Choice: 

Very quickly let me show you what that got Abram. 

1 After these things the word of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram: I am 
thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 

1. Peace -----Fear not, Abram:  

2. Protection -----I am thy shield,  

3. Promise ----- and thy exceeding great reward.  

     After these things, friends it pays to serve God. God Bless you. 


