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"Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see. 

"T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear
The hour I first believed.

"Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
'Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
And Grace will lead me home."

Welcome to the Princess Chapel Church SermonAudio site. Princess Chapel Church is 
located in Ashland, Kentucky. Pastor, Brother Douglas Salyer. We truly hope that you 
receive a blessing from these messages, sermons and lessons hosted on this site. We 
would very much like to invite you, your family and friends to join us for worship 
services in our sanctuary in Ashland, Kentucky. Our prayers are with you as we request 
your prayers also as we do the work of the ministry edifying the saints and exalting the 
Savior to bring honor and glory to our sovereign Lord. We thank you very much for 
joining us today and may God richly bless you and yours.

I hope my voice holds up this morning. I've been back there in the back hanging around 
with Sister Rita Jo and I think her meanness has been rubbing off on me so I can't hardly 
talk this morning.

We're going to be in Psalm 7, the seventh Psalm this morning. We're doing an exposition 
through the wonderful Psalms. Don't worry, we've only got 143 more to go, but as long as
the good Lord tarries and as long as the good Lord is leading in this direction, as the good
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Lord lays it upon my heart, we will deal with the Psalms. We go back and forth from time
to time. There will be occasions on a Sunday morning when you won't get a message 
from the Psalms. 

But turn with me, if you would this morning, to Psalm 7. This is another imprecatory 
prayer by King David. Psalm 7. This is a cry from David to the Lord to vindicate him 
from his enemies. 

Now I don't want a show of hands but I just want you to think about it this morning: do 
you have any enemies? Do you have anybody that really doesn't like you? Do you have 
somebody that they would just as soon do you harm as to do you good? I'm sure if we 
think real hard, we could at least pull a couple of family members up and put them in that
category. But we've all got people that fall in that category. 

King David shows us in this wonderful Psalm here and he says, "You know, I'm not 
going to take matters into my own hands. I've been falsely accused. I've been falsely 
charged and I'm not going to take matters into my own hands but I'm going to pray this 
prayer unto God, this imprecatory prayer, and I'm going to turn my enemies over to the 
Lord and I'm going to completely have confidence and trust in the Lord that he will 
vindicate me."

Do you remember when I told you this morning in Sunday school, 1 Peter 1:9 says we are
a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation and a peculiar people? That's what 
we are this morning. Do you realize that? 2 Peter 2:9 tells us that we have those four 
traits, those four characteristics, and the word "peculiar " means "to be redeemed; to be 
bought." We are God's prized possession. The Bible said that David was the apple of 
God's eye, a man after God's own heart. Well, I've got news for you this morning and I'm 
not bragging, I'm not boasting because outside of the grace of God I'm nothing, but I too 
am the apple of God's eye. Amen? Because I have been bought with a price this morning 
and God has told me, "I'll take care of you, little boy. Don't worry. You call me Abba 
now." Boy, I like that. I can call him daddy. I can go right to the throne. I can approach 
the throne of grace boldly to obtain mercy in the time of need. Why? Because my 
Advocate, my Judge, my King, my God, my Lord, my Jesus is there to intercede for me.

David knew this. David knew how to pray. This Psalm, 17 verses in this imprecatory 
prayer. Dr. John MacArthur breaks it down into three segments. It's almost like three 
scenes from a play or three scenes from an act. David's concern is Part I would be verses 
1 through 5. David's concern as he passionately begs the attention of the divine Judge. In 
other words, he's filling out his paperwork to send to the courthouse to try to get a court 
date. He said, "I just want to go before the Judge." Verses 6 through 16 is Scene II, Act 
II, David's court appearance as he painstakingly argues his case before the divine Judge. 
His paperwork got approved. The county court clerk stamped off on it and said, "You've 
got a court date. You're going to see the judge on this date." And now Scene II, verses 6 
through 16, David is in the sovereign courtroom before a thrice holy, just, righteous and 
sovereign God to hear his case. Part III, Act III, Scene III, David's composure as he 
patiently awaits for the verdict of the divine judgment, verse 17.
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Let's talk about the title this morning. Your title is not in italics, it's in straight up and 
down letters, that means it was given by divine inspiration of God the Holy Spirit. It was 
in the original manuscript. 

1 [Shiggaion of David, which he sang unto the LORD, concerning the 
words of Cush the Benjamite.] 

A shiggaion is a praise, a Psalm of praise. Notice the words in the title, it says "he sang." 
Do you know what that means? It means it was a solo. David sang it. He sang concerning
Cush the Benjamite. 

Now what was this situation? Why did he sing it? He sang it concerning Cush the 
Benjamite. It is unclear to the exact occasion in the Old Testament Scriptures because it's 
not greatly detailed and outlined too well. However, many of your Bible scholars, many 
of your biblical theologians believe that it possibly very well could have been and there is
great evidence to show that it could have been the situation in 2 Samuel 16 and I'm going 
to read that for you. Don't turn there. Keep your place marked right here because once I 
read this, I just want you to understand this is why David wrote Psalm 7. 2 Samuel 16:5-
8, "And when king David came to Bahurim, behold, thence came out a man of the family 
of the house of Saul, whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera: he came forth, and cursed
still as he came." Boy, he's pretty brave. Now he's approaching the king of Israel, from 
the family of Saul and he's cursing at King David. "And he cast stones at David, and at all
the servants of king David: and all the people and all the mighty men were on his right 
hand and on his left. And thus said Shimei when he cursed, Come out, come out, thou 
bloody man, and thou man of Belial." Y'all know who Belial is, don't you? Belial is an 
old name for the devil. Amen? Thou man of Belial, he called King David, the apple of 
God's eye, a man after God's own heart, he called him a man of the devil, a man of Belial.
Now this is Shimei from the house of Saul. "The LORD hath returned upon thee all the 
blood of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned; and the LORD hath 
delivered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom." He said, "The Lord has rent it from 
you because you took it from Saul and now God's given it to Absalom." He didn't know 
what he was talking about, did he? "And, behold, thou art taken in thy mischief, because 
thou art a bloody man."

David is having accusations brought up against him. He's being accused of something 
that David did not do. Let me tell you what, folks: David never took matters into his own 
hands. When Saul picked up the spear and became angry with King David and he threw 
the javelin at King David, this is a boy who killed a bear, who killed a wolf, who killed a 
lion, and who slayed a giant. He could've picked that spear back up and pierced Saul's 
heart but he did not. David fled from the midst of Saul. The Bible said to resist the devil 
and he will flee from you. David said, "I will lay not my hand to God's anointed." David 
said, "I'm not going to take matters into my own hands, I'm just going to turn him over to 
the Lord. This young man named Shimei from the house of Saul, yes, he's angry, he's 
upset, he's falsely accused me, he's falsely condemned me, he's falsely said things about 
me that are not true, but I am not going to take matters into my own hands but I'm going 
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to turn him over to the Lord and I'm going to let God take care of it." And I don't know if 
you realize this or not, but God answered this prayer. Oh, Shimei came back. Shimei 
came back about three chapters later and fell on his knees and begged for the king's 
forgiveness. Why? Because God answers the prayers of his own. Not on our time but on 
the Lord's time.

There are four things I want to show you this morning. I want to show you the 
troublesome plea; a trusting prayer; I want to show you some true protection; and then I 
want to show you a thankful praise. David prays for relief, declaring his innocence. He's 
wanting a court date. He's saying, "God, could you allow me into your courtroom so you 
can hear my case because I know you're just, I know you're holy, I know you're righteous
and shall not the God of the earth do right?" The Lord will vindicate his own.

Let's read our text through its entirety. Psalm 7:1,

1 O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that 
persecute me, and deliver me: 2 Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it 
in pieces, while there is none to deliver. 3 O LORD my God, if I have 
done this; if there be iniquity in my hands; 4 If I have rewarded evil unto 
him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without 
cause is mine enemy:) 5 Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea,
let him tread down my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the 
dust. Selah. 

Let me stop right there. The Lord just lay this on my heart. I want to talk about this just 
for a second. You don't hear very many Christians praying like that today. Do you know 
what David is saying there to the Lord? He's saying, "Lord, if I'm guilty of this, unleash it
all on me because I deserve it. I deserve it. Let the enemy persecute my soul, let him tear 
me from asunder, let him trod me under his feet, if, if Lord, I'm guilty." But David is 
before the sovereign courtroom before the sovereign, just, righteous and holy God and he 
knows he is innocent. That's why he can pray like this. Let me tell you what this morning:
you cannot be wrong with a brother and still be right with the Father. You must get right 
with the brother. Amen? 

And David said, "Do you know what I'm going to do?" David said, "I'm not going to take
these matters into my own hands," he said, "but I'm going to pray to God and, God, you 
know my case. You're hearing my plea now. You are the thrice holy, righteous, 
sovereign, just Judge of all of creation, of all of the universe. You know my heart, Lord, 
and if I be guilty of this, then let the enemy persecute my soul. 

5 Let the enemy persecute my soul, and take it; yea, let him tread down 
my life upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the dust. Selah. 6 Arise, O 
LORD, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: 
and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded. 7 So shall 
the congregation of the people compass thee about: for their sakes 
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therefore return thou on high. 8 The LORD shall judge the people: judge 
me, O LORD, according to my righteousness, 

Uh-oh, David is declaring righteousness here. He's not declaring righteousness in the 
sense of God's righteousness, he's declaring his innocence in the matter of this case.

according to my righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in 
me. 

Aren't you glad that God...let me tell you what, you can't run from God this morning, 
alright? You can wash up and clean up and put on your Sunday, go to meeting best, tuck 
your Bible up underneath your arm and come in and put on your little mask and put on 
your little charade and do the little check the block routine and said, "Oh, I've done 
church this week. You know, I got that out of the way. I've done my praying. I've done 
my singing. I've put my 2 ½ dollars in the plate. Bless God." God doesn't need that this 
morning. He knows your heart. He knows your mind. When you walk out of here this 
morning, you've got the eye in the sky that's looking down. He knows everything about 
you. He even knows the thoughts and the intents of your heart this morning.

Are we going to be perfect? No, we aren't, that's why God gives us grace, amen? That's 
why he gave us grace. David knew it. I thank God that I've been made to know it this 
morning. You're not going to be able to hide from the Lord because he is the sovereign 
Judge.

8 The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD, according to my 
righteousness, and according to mine integrity that is in me. 9 Oh let the 
wickedness of the wicked come to an end; but establish the just: for the 
righteous God trieth the hearts and reins. 

Oh, God tries your heart this morning. God knows the very intents of your heart. He 
knows your very thought. You're sitting there right now and saying, "Boy, I wish he 
would hurry up and read and get done because I want to hurry up and get down to the 
Golden Cow before the line gets too long for the big Sunday buffet." Bless God, you 
need to feed on the word of God. You need to strengthen your mind this morning. That 
will prepare you for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday. But 
is that going to prepare you for the whole week? No, that's just going to get you charged 
up for tonight, amen? Alright, that's just going to get you charged up for tonight and the 
Sunday morning service and Sunday night service, is that going to prepare you for the 
week? No, that's just going to get you charged up for Monday morning when you can get 
down and take about 15-20 minutes. Yeah, yeah, get up 15 minutes early Monday 
morning and sit down in the quiet time with your cup of coffee. Sit down with God and 
open up his word. Go to John 17:17 before you begin to read and study the word of God 
and say, "Lord, sanctify them through truth. Thy word is truth."

Y'all know me, I like to eat, praise God, but oh, bless God, I like to preach too. I'll tell 
you what, I'm glad you can't gain any weight off of this book right here, off of feeding off
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of this because if it was, if I could gain physical calories, oh, you can gain spiritual 
calories, amen? Yum, yum, said the big hungry bear. This is what we need to be eating 
this morning. We need to be feeding our soul instead of going without food. I'd hate to 
see some of your old spirits if I could look on them with the eye of faith through the 
spiritual eyes because I would think some of you this morning would be malnourished for
the lack of feeding on the word of God.

Let me tell you, you're not going to strengthen your spirit, you're not going to grow in the
faith by music. As much as I love good Gospel music, no, that doesn't increase the faith. 
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God. 

I had a woman in here one time, you all know what I'm talking about. I'm not going to 
say any names. She came in here and sang a bunch of songs and she held up one of these 
and she said, "I believe that you can get just as much out of this as you can out of this." 
Well, I got up to preach and I let her rip and I let her know that, "Let me tell you what, 
there ain't nothing better than this right here, amen? There ain't nothing better than this 
right here."

These songs are inspired in the sense of inspirational. They'll make you feel good but 
they aren't the way inspired is used in here. These are inspirational, they'll make you feel 
good. Whoever wrote these, inspiring within the flesh, but these words right here are 
inspired of God. That means they are God-breathed. These words right here came directly
out of the mind of the sovereign Judge of the universe and shall not the God of the earth 
be right? 

People will read stuff in the Bible and say, "I don't like that." Well, get over it. God never
asked you if you liked it or not. He put it in that book, amen? Get over it. 

Verse 10,

10 My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. 11 God 
judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day. 12 If 
he turn not, he will whet his sword; he hath bent his bow, and made it 
ready. 13 He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; he 
ordaineth his arrows against the persecutors. 

Do you know what? You think about that, hey, God's got his arrows targeted at those 
who are persecuting you right now. Do you realize that? That's what the Bible says, I 
didn't say it. God the Holy Spirit said it, amen? God's got his arrows of destruction 
targeted at those who persecute you right now: those who talk bad about you; those who 
defame your character; those who are raising up against you in persecution. The 
sovereign God of all creation will vindicate his elect and he has his arrows targeted at 
your persecutors.

13 He hath also prepared for him the instruments of death; he ordaineth 
his arrows against the persecutors. 14 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, 
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and hath conceived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. 15 He made a 
pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. 16 His 
mischief shall return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall 
come down upon his own pate. 17 I will praise the LORD according to his
righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high. 

Let me tell you what, I believe that David was under some severe persecution right here. 
He said, "Lord, you know my innocence. You know the integrity of my heart. My 
enemies are persecuting me. Yes, they're trying to put me down. Yes, they've got their 
arrows targeted at me, God, but I thank you, Lord, that you're targeting yours at them. 
Lord, I'm turning them over to you. I'm placing them in your hands this morning. I'm not 
going to say one foul word against them." 

Boy, that's hard for us, isn't it? I've been able to tame a lot of things but there's one thing 
I'm still working on and that's this old deadly tongue right here. You can do more damage
with your tongue than you can with both your hands, your eyes, your ears, and your feet 
put together. Do you realize that? It's like the old woman who came in one time. She 
didn't like her preacher. Oh, she called him everything but a milk cow and then she got 
mad and called him a milk cow and he wasn't even that big, alright? Had spread rumors 
and lies about him all over the community and then God the Holy Spirit, he never rose up
against her, he never said anything about her, God the Holy Spirit got ahold of her and 
convicted her of that sin and she came back to her pastor and she said, "Pastor, will you 
forgive me? I was wrong." The pastor said, "I'll tell you what, if you'll do something for 
me I'll forgive you and everything will be alright and we can just wipe the slate clean." 
He said, "I want you to go out and I want you to get one of those old duck down pillows, 
one of those old feather pillows, and I want you to take that pillow and I want you to slice
a big hole down the middle of it and I want you to drive down Route 60 and just wave 
that pillow out." All those feathers, she did that Brother Bill, and all those feathers went 
everywhere. Oh, just all over the place. They had to postpone Route 60 yard sale for one 
week for the mess they had to clean up.

She came back and she said, "Pastor, I've done it. I cut that pillow right down the middle 
and I spread all those feathers out all over Route 60." The pastor said, "I need you to do 
one more thing for me, Cissy, before we get down to business." She said, "What's that?" 
He said, "I need you to go back out and pick up all those feathers." And you're laughing. 
Listen, you're laughing right now but that's like everything that you say that comes out of 
your mouth falsely, that's one of those feathers out there. She looked at her pastor and 
broke down and started crying. She said, "Pastor, I can't do that." He said, "Nor can you 
go out and retrieve all those lies and all those falsehoods that you've said. They're out 
there in the wind. You'll never be able to pick them all up. The damage is already done 
but," the pastor said, "I love you and I forgive you." Amen?

Do you see the damage that the tongue can do? David said, "I'm not taking matters into 
my own hands. I'm not going to even raise a verbal accusation but I'm going to take my 
case before God. I'm going to plead my case before the sovereign God of the universe 
because his justice, his judgment and his holiness is exactly that, it's holy and it's 
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righteous." And David said, "Lord, you know my heart this morning and if I've done 
anything wrong then, Lord, let the enemy persecute my soul because I deserve this."

A lot of times we get plucked and pruned and we want to throw ourselves a pity party but
what we fail to realize is we have sin in our life and God is purging us through the 
persecution of others, through sickness; through other things that are going on. Through 
problems. Through trials. God is purging us to get the sin out, to get back into fellowship 
with him because God is holy and he will deal with sin.

The psalmist realizes this but, oh, more importantly, he realizes that his only source of 
deliverance is through God and he pleads his case. He said, "Oh, if I could just get in the 
courtroom, if I could just get a court date." His troublesome plea in verses 1 through 5, 
this is David pleading. He's not even in the courtroom yet. He's pleading unto God. 
David's plea is to the Lord because he knows that God is sovereign, God is righteous, 
God is just, and God is holy and shall not the God of the earth do right? David knew the 
Mosaic law that was given on Mount Sinai to Moses by God, was given to Aaron that 
grew up through the wilderness, that God trained his people in the law and David knew 
the law. This is what David knew, he knew Deuteronomy 21:1, he knew that if there be a 
controversy between men – listen to me – if there be a controversy between men, that 
they come unto judgment that the judges may judge them, then they shall justify the 
righteous and condemn the wicked. 

That's the way God's righteous holy law is set up and I'm going to say this. I'm going to 
say something this morning and I do not want to offend anybody, I do not know your 
situation, I do not know your case, but it is wrong for a believer and another believer to 
take a matter to a civil court. It is wrong in the eyes of God. He has set up the perfect way
for Christians to handle their business and you don't need to get mad at your brother over 
a property line or over an automobile accident and sue him and take him to court to try to 
destroy him and get a little bit of money. Alright? God did not ordain this book like that. 
He did not ordain these laws to be set up like that. God said, "If you've got a fault with a 
brother, you go to that brother and you talk to him about it." By the mouth of two or three
witnesses and if he will not hear you, that's when you take those witnesses back and if he 
won't hear you then, then what do you do with it? It is to be brought before the elders of 
the church and the elders of the church are to make the determining judgment.

You say, "I don't like that. I don't like that. They don't have the authority to judge." Let 
me tell you, ask yourself this morning: are you truly a child of God, first of all? Then 
answer me this question: who would you rather judge your case, some secular judge 
down in the courtroom that supports homosexuality, that supports same-sex marriage, 
and that supports the killing of the infant unborn, or would you rather have the godly 
elder of the church judge your case? Come on now. The phone is ringing, pick it up this 
morning. Moving on.

David said, "I want to go before the Judge. I want to see the Judge." He gives his plea 
here. David's plea in his cry, he cried out to God and he said, "O Lord, my God, in thee 
do I put my trust. Save me from all them that persecute me." David knew that there was 
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only one way to get into the courtroom and that was to plead his case before God so that 
he could get a sentence. He said, "God, you know my heart, you know my integrity, you 
know everything about me, you know everything about this situation and, Lord, I'm 
declaring unto you before you even hear my case, I'm innocent. I'm innocent. Now Lord, 
will you hear my case? Will you hear my case?" David's got to get permission just to go 
to the courtroom to get this case heard but aren't you glad this morning that we don't have
to worry about that now? Oh, we're not under the covenant of law, we're not under the 
Mosaic covenant given at Mount Sinai, we are not under law, and let me tell you 
something this morning, by the law there shall be no flesh justified. We are under God's 
covenant of grace, amen? God's covenant of grace and because of the one who came, 
because of the one who died, because of the one who offered himself, because he hath 
made him who knew no sin to become sin for us so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God. My Judge, my Advocate, my Mediator, my go-between, my bridge
builder, my days-man betwxit us, is now sitting at the right hand of the Father. He's heard
my plea already. He heard it at Calvary when he brought off the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, taking them out of the way by nailing it to his cross. He 
looks over, now he hears my prayer and he advocates on my behalf to the throne right to 
the Father. I don't have to plead now, all I've got to do is pray. Your plea is coming to 
saving faith and say, "God, be merciful unto me, a sinner." Then God will hear your 
prayer.

God will hear your prayer, sitting at the right hand of the Father. You say, "Brother 
Doug, do you really believe that? Seriously, do you really believe that Jesus is seated at 
the right hand of the Father?" Well, I sure don't believe he's still in the grave. If he's still 
in the grave and I believe he's still in the grave this morning, then I'll just tell you, even if 
you believe it, then we're not saved if we believe he's still in the grave because the 
resurrection is part of the Gospel. We can't have life unless he lives, amen? But because 
he lives, we shall live also and that's just not talking about literal physical life after this 
life, that's talking about spiritual life that he imparts upon the believers.

Yes, he's sitting at the right hand. Listen to this, Acts 7:55-56, "But he," speaking of 
Stephen, "But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, And said, Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God." Do you believe 
he's there this morning? Oh, look at Romans 8:34, he said, "Who is he that condemneth? 
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who also maketh intercession for us." That isn't enough for you? What about Ephesians 
1:20, "Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all," listen to me, "above all  
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come: And hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church which is his body."

Oh my, I'm part of Jesus this morning. I don't know what I am, I might be just a finger, I 
might be a pinkie toe, I could be an ear. Oh, but think of that, you're in the body of Christ 
this morning. Why? Because he has heard your plea. He has brought you into the 
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sovereign courts of heaven and he says, "Now I will hear your prayer. I will hear your 
prayer."

The trusting prayer that David gives, he says, "Arise, O LORD, lift thyself because of the
rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded. So 
shall the congregation of the people compass thee about: for their sakes therefore return 
thou on high. The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD." Boy, we don't 
have Christians praying like that today. Let me tell you what, if we had Christians 
praying like that today, America wouldn't be in the shape they're in right now, we'd have 
Holy Ghost revival sweeping through this country. "Judge me, O Lord. Try me. Search 
my heart today. See if there be any wicked in me and purge me with hyssop. Purge me, 
God. Why? So you can use me more. So you can sanctify me. So that you can use me for 
your honor and for your glory for we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them." 

This is our prayer this morning. We can pray to him. He's seated at the right hand of God.
We can go directly into the throne room of grace, "Seeing then that we have a great high 
priest that is past into the heavens," Hebrews 4:14, "Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast 
our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of help."

Well, I've got somewhere I can go to this morning. I don't have to go down to the pawn 
shop and buy we a .38 pistol and keep it underneath my seat of the car to take matters 
into my own hands. I don't have to take karate lessons. They charge me extra anyway 
because I'm overweight. But I don't need that. Do you know what I've got to do this 
morning? I've got to trust in my God and I've got to pray to God. 

I'm going to run through these right quick. Let me tell you what this morning, we've got a
troublesome plea, we've got a trusting prayer, but we've got true protection that only 
comes for a sovereign God. True protection. Look at what David says right here in verse 
10, he says, "My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart." God saves the 
upright in heart. He is their defense. Do you know what? The Lord is going to fight for 
me. I don't have to worry about taking matters into my own hands. I don't need one of 
those shockers or one of those guns or a sword, I've got my sword right here, bless God, 
and he's told me, he said, "I'll never leave you. I'll never forsake you but I'll go with you 
always even unto the end of the world." 

Now what are you trusting in this morning? Are you trusting in him or are you trusting in 
the things of the world? "Well, I'm going to take care of it myself. They've done that to 
me, they're going to get what's coming to them." Well, let me tell you what: that's not 
how Christ talked. That's not how he talked and that's not how David prayed. He said, 
"My defence is of God, which saveth the upright in heart. God judgeth the righteous, and 
God is angry with the wicked every day. If he turn not, he will whet his sword." He said, 
"If the enemy does not turn from me, God, my Judge, my defense, will whet his sword." 
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Have you ever seen a wet sword? What are they wet with? They are wet with blood. You 
don't put a sword in the water, it'll rust. Bless God, you whet your sword with blood. 
Why? Because our God, he's not only a divine Advocate, but he is a divine Judge. He is 
also a divine Lawyer and our defense is the Lord. 

David cries in his trusting prayer for true protection and he says, "My defence is of God, 
which saveth the upright in heart," and I love what they said in Psalm 121. I want to read 
Psalm 121:1-5 because when you get mad and you want to start getting vengeance and 
you want to start taking matters into your own hands, remember what David prayed here 
in Psalm 7 and then remember what the psalmist wrote in Psalm 121. The psalmist says, 
"I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh," 
from the government. No. My help cometh from social programs. No. My help cometh 
from my prescription medicine. No. No. "My help cometh from the LORD." Oh, but it 
gets deep. It gets real deep. Buckle your seatbelts, "which made heaven and earth. He will
not suffer thy foot to be moved." Do you know that God is not going to suffer your foot 
to be moved? Why? Because he planted you, that's why. He planted you. "He that 
keepeth thee will not slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 
sleep. The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand." If he has 
granted your plea this morning, "Lord be merciful unto me, a sinner," then he will hear 
your prayer and he is your protection.

Isaiah 43:1-7. Turn there if you've still got your Bible open. Isaiah 43:1-7. This is what 
Isaiah the prophet wrote here. He said once your plea has been granted, once your prayer 
has been heard, you know that God is your sovereign protection, amen, you don't have to 
worry about the things of this world. God told us anyway, he said, "You're in the world 
but you're not of the world." We've been redeemed. We're bought with a price. We're not 
our own.

Look at Isaiah 43:1, "But now thus saith the LORD that created thee." He created you, do
you realize that this morning? He's your sovereign protection. "O Jacob, and he that 
formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name." I am the Good Shepherd. I call my own sheep by name. "Thou art mine." Oh, 
look at verse 2, church. Oh, he's not only talking to God's chosen people of Israel but 
God's got another group of chosen people, the bride of Christ. People say, "I've got a 
problem with all of this election stuff," but yet they won't have a problem with God 
choosing Israel. Bless God, God's got a group of people he has purposed to redeem from 
the foundation of the world according to the purpose of election. 

He said, "When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy 
One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since
thou wast precious," peculiar, redeemed, purchase, "thou wast precious in my sight, thou 
hast been honourable, and I have loved thee." Let me tell you what: when God starts 
loving you, when can he stop? He never can because if he does, he's changed and he said 
in Malachi 3:6, "I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
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consumed." And if God has purposed to love you from the foundation of the world, if 
he's chosen you in him, given you unto the Son, called you by the Gospel through and by 
God's grace, justified you by saving faith in the finished work of Christ and is currently 
sanctifying you by the washing of the water of the word and through the work of 
regeneration through the Holy Spirit, then God loves you and he can't ever stop loving 
you. Let's keep moving.

"Since thou wast precious in my sight, thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: 
therefore will I give men for thee." God said those that rise up against you, let me take 
care of them. I'll put a difference. I gave Egypt for a ransom for you, Israel, and Sheba. I 
gave all of those countries for you because I, the Lord God, will show that I will put a 
difference between Egypt and Israel, "For I have called thee by thy name.

"Thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, 
and people for thy life." Do you realize this morning that's your God? He said right here, 
he said, "Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from the east, and gather thee 
from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not back: bring my 
sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of the earth; Even," even, even, "every 
one," underline that "everyone." That's us. "Even every one that is called by my name: for
I have created him for my glory, I have formed him; yea, I have made him."

That's why God saved you this morning. God saved you for his honor and for your glory, 
not for you to walk around and crow like a big banty rooster and say, "Look at what I've 
done." No, because outside of the grace of God, you're nothing. I am nothing. We as a 
body together, we could get 40-50 people together out here outside of the grace of God, 
all of us together, strong in numbers, united we stand, divided we fall, but outside of the 
grace of God, we are nothing. But it's because of that plea, "He hath made him who knew
no sin to become sin for us so that we might be made the righteousness of God through 
him," the finished work of Jesus Christ, what he did on Calvary, is that who you're 
trusting in this morning? If it is, this morning, he will hear your prayer and he will be 
your protection, your defense.

Then David closes this beautiful Psalm. How does he close it? He closes it with praise. 
Look at Psalm 7:17. Knowing that we serve a God that is completely sovereign and has 
done all this for us, folks, he's redeemed us. Do you realize that this morning? I've heard 
people say...oh, come on now...oh. I've heard it, I've probably said it a time or two years 
ago, "I hope I'm gonna be good enough." Or, "I'm trying to make heaven my home." No. 
Not anymore. Not anymore. I'm not trying to make heaven my home this morning and if 
that shocks you, I'm sorry. Do you know what I'm trying to do? I'm trying to bring honor 
and glory to my Redeemer. Why? Because heaven is my home this morning. I've been 
saved by his grace, not by my works, and I'm not trying to make heaven my home, I'm 
trying to please him this morning because he saved me, he recreated me, he regenerated 
me, and he said, "For you are not your own, you're bought with a price and you're kept by
the power of God." And now that I know that my plea has been answered, now that I 
know that he will hear my prayer, now that I know that he is my sovereign protection, 
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now with that true protection, with that trusting protection, I know that I can have a 
thankful praise.

Look at what he says in verse 17, "I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness:
and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high." Let me close with this. I want 
you to go ahead and turn over to Ephesians 5 this morning and we're going to close with 
verse 17 in Ephesians 5. I want to show you this in closing, that thankful praise. If you 
trust him, you will praise him. Now listen to me this morning, church, listen to me. This 
is the most important part of the message. This is the closing point. This is the 
application. This is what I want you to take. If you didn't listen to a thing I've said up to 
this point, take this part right here and apply it to your life. If you trust him, you will 
praise him. If you praise him, you will worship him. If you worship him, you will serve 
him. And if you are truly serving him, you will serve others. If you truly love him, you 
will love others. In him, with his love, his grace, his kindness, his mercy, you will be 
controlled by love which is the, what? The first of the fruit of the Spirit. 

And while you're got your place marked in Ephesians 5, I want to read you Galatians, 
what it says about the fruit of the Spirit. "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is 
no law." Love comes first and if you truly believe in him this morning, if he's truly saved 
you, you will truly love him and that means you will truly love others. You will truly 
serve him which means you will truly serve others and your live will be controlled by the 
fruit of the Spirit. If you're controlled by the fruit of the Spirit, that means you're filled 
with the fruit of the Spirit. That means, do you know what? That means the Spirit of God 
is filling and controlling you.

Now let's apply that to Ephesians 5:18, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; 
but be filled," and that word "filled" in the Greek means to be controlled, "be filled with 
the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves," listen to this: if you're controlled in the Spirit and the 
fruit of the Spirit is manifesting in you, what will be the results of it? Right here will be 
the results of it. "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things 
unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; Submitting yourselves one 
to another in the fear of God." That's what it means to love him and to let his love control 
you.

And how did David end his Psalm? "I will praise the LORD according to his 
righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high." He was thankful
in love without malice, without anger, with meekness. He did not take matters into his 
own hands but he let the Lord take care of this situation. 

How does all this start? How does this start for you this morning? How did it start for 
David? How did it start for me? How does it start for anyone? Do you know how it starts,
that thankful praise? It starts with a troublesome plea and when God hears your plea, 
"Lord, be merciful unto me, a sinner. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
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kingdom of God." The troublesome plea, it moves from there to a trusting prayer. That 
leads to a true protection that results in a thankful praise.

David, "I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the 
name of the LORD most high." But to us this morning, but to you filled by the Spirit of 
God, controlled by the fruit of the Spirit with love being manifested in your life, how will
you act? "Speaking to yourself in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things unto God 
and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and submitting yourselves one to 
another in the fear of God."

When the church starts praying like David prayed in Psalm 7 and when they start acting 
like the church acted in Ephesians 5:18-20, we will see revival in America. We will see 
the church on fire again and we will see souls being saved for the honor and the glory of 
God. But until we get where we need to be, we cannot be effective out there. That's why 
we need to pray to God, trust in him, and have confidence in him, and let the fruit of the 
Spirit control our lives. Set your pride to the side and trust in God. 

Let us bow our heads.
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