
Revelation – Chapter 4 

(July 9, 2017) 

 

 
Revelation 4:1    After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice 

which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will 
shew thee things which must be hereafter. 

 

Foundation of “the end”: 

Note the language of Jesus: 
● Chapter 1:    Revelation 1:11   Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: ……….. 

Revelation 1:17   And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon 
me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 

● Chapter 21 & 22:    Revelation 21:6   And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life freely.   Revelation 22:13   I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
first and the last. 

 
Revelation 4:1  “After this”—after what: 

● After chapter 1, 2 & 3:   After the book to the seven churches – after the church ages 
● The beginning of “the end”:   In Chapter 5 a book is being unsealed – introduction of “Root of 

David” and the “Lion of the tribe of Juda” (Jesus).   In Chapter 6 the judgments begin. 
● What book/what period:    Daniel 12:4   But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the 

book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased. 
● Prophecy of Daniel 9/Foundation of Book of revelation:    Established the calendar, thy people, 

thy holy city, thy holy mountain and the purpose/prophecies that have not been fulfilled. 
● Disciples questioned Jesus:    Matthew 24:3   And as he sat upon the mount of Olives, the 

disciples came unto him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what shall 
be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

● Jesus answered and described “the end”:    Matthew 24:13-22   But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be saved.  14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.  15 When ye therefore shall 
see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand:)  16 Then let them which be in Judaea flee into the 
mountains:  17 Let him which is on the housetop not come down to take any thing out of his 
house:  18 Neither let him which is in the field return back to take his clothes.  19 And woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them that give suck in those days!  20 But pray ye that your 

flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day:  21 For then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be.  22 And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect's sake those days shall be shortened.  (the elect first mention is Isaiah 42:1) 

● Established?:  Revelation 1-3 refers to churches/believers – Revelation 5-18 refers to Israel, 
Jerusalem, Temple, Jews – Revelation 4 is a transition & controversial 



  

Controversies of Chapter 4: 
 
Replacement Theology – Church has replaced Israel: (Follow the clear)  

● Everlasting covenant:    Psalms 105:7-10   He is the LORD our God: his judgments are in all 
the earth.  8 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the word which he commanded to a 
thousand generations.  9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his oath unto Isaac;  10 
And confirmed the same unto Jacob for a law, and to Israel for an everlasting covenant: 

● Prophecy of the New Covenant:    Jeremiah 31:31   Behold, the days come, saith the 
LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

● Interpretation of Old/New Covenant:    Hebrews 8-9 

● Argument of apostate Israel:     Romans 11:25-28    For I would not, brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness 
in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.  26 And so all Israel 
shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away 
ungodliness from Jacob:  27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their 
sins.  28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the 
election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes. 

● Romans 11:1   I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an 
Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 

● Romans 11:11   I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but rather 
through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy. 

Rapture Views – Pre, Mid, Post or None:  

● Problem w/none:    Body of Christ/believers comes back with Jesus (Revelation 19:14 ) 
● Pre -- Open door:    Door to heaven only open twice – Revelation 4:1 (John in) Revelation 

19:11  (Jesus out) 

● Problem w/mid, post or none:    What is the timing of the judgment seat of Christ? 

● Resurrection harvest order – Foundation for a rapture:    1 Corinthians 15:22-24   For 
as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  23 But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.  24 Then cometh the end, 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and power. 

● First:    “Christ the firstfruits”  (1 Corinthians 15:20 and 1 Corinthians 15:23) 
● Second:    “They that are Christ's at his coming”  (1 Corinthians 15:23) 
● Third:   “Then cometh the end” (1 Corinthians 15:24 ) 

● Revelation 20:4-6   And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given 
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, 
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, 
neither had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.  5 But the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection.  6 Blessed and holy 
is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years. 

 



● Timing of resurrection harvests: 
● Foundation:    Deuteronomy 16:16   Three times in a year shall all thy males appear 

before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened 
bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear 
before the LORD empty: 
● “feast of unleavened bread” – Jesus is firstfruits (Matthew 27:50-54) 
● “feast of weeks” (Pentecost) – Church becomes living organism.  Springtime main 

harvest?  Church born/church harvest? 
● “feast of tabernacles” – Fall harvest 

● Rapture passages:  
● 1 Corinthians 15:51-57   Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall 

all be changed,  52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 
54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up 
in victory.  55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?  56 The sting of 
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

● 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.  14 For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.  15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.  16 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17 Then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  18 Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words. 

● Revelation 4:1   After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up 
hither, and I will shew thee things which must be hereafter. 

● Similarities: 
● Trump/trumpet:  Trumpet instructions are found in Numbers 10 – Trumpet is used to 

call people in (Revelation 4:1) and send them out for battle (Revelation 19:14) 
● Called up:    “dead shall be raised incorruptible”  “dead in Christ shall rise first” 

“Come up hither” 
● Mystery:    “I shew you a mystery”  “would not have you to be ignorant” and 

Revelation 4  is a transition – Church before/no mention of the church until chapter 19 
● Subject:  Believers alive and dead in Christ 
● Note:   “Come up hither” occurs three times in Bible (Proverbs 25:7, Revelation 4:1 & 

Revelation 11:12) 


