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Proverbs 9”  “The Way of Wisdom”  April 26, 2020 
 
What is Wisdom? 

Where may it be found? 
How can the simple become wise? 

 
These are the questions which the book of Proverbs seeks to answer. 
 
The first 9 chapters show us the Way of Wisdom contrasted with the Way of Folly, 

providing a road map to understand the rest of the book. 
Chapters 10-31 are an assortment of the Wisdom of various Hebrew Wise Men, 

but only the one who has learned wisdom from chapters 1-9  
will understand how to apply their teaching.  

 
The key image in these first nine chapters is the contrast between two women, 

Lady Wisdom and Dame Folly. 
 
The Book of Proverbs a book written by a father to his son, 

training him in the way of wisdom. 
 
Life is portrayed as a road,  

and as the young man walks down the road of life, 
he must choose between these two women, 

and pledge his life to one of them. 
 
The father introduces his son to Lady Wisdom in chapter one, 

and she warns him that those who reject her advice will destroy themselves. 
 
Then the father goes on through the next three chapters extolling the beauty of Lady Wisdom 

he calls her a tree of life to those who embrace her; 
and tells his son that if he loves wisdom, and embraces her, 

then she will honor him and protect him. 
Then in chapters 5-7 the father warns his son against Dame Folly-- 

the adulteress--the wayward wife, who is faithful to none. 
 
She promises love and secret passion, 

but, the father says in 7:27, 
"Her house is a highway to the grave, 

leading down to the chambers of death." 
Then in chapter eight the father brings his son back to Lady Wisdom 

and she unfolds before him the blessedness of life in her house-- 
and declares that the one who finds her finds life, 

and receives favor from the LORD. 
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So here in chapter nine, the final contrast is being drawn. 
 
It is time for the young man to leave his house and begin his walk down the pathway of life. 
 
Will you join Lady Wisdom, 

or Dame Folly? 
 

1. Wisdom and Folly May Resemble Each Other in Outward Appearance (1-6, 13-18) 
 
Verses 1-6 describe the call of Wisdom. 
Verses 13-18 describe the call of Folly. 
 
And there are lots of parallels between the two: 
 

a. Wisdom and Folly at the High Places  
b. Wisdom and Folly at the Feast 
c. Wisdom and Folly in Their Calls 
d. Wisdom and Folly in Their Ends 

 
Look at Folly in verse 13: 
Notice first that her house is at the highest point of the city. 

That may not mean much to us at first, 
but the highest places in ancient cities were reserved for temples and shrines. 

So Dame Folly is not merely an allegory for physical adultery, 
but more specifically, she represents idolatry. 

 
And idolatry in ancient times usually included adultery with temple prostitutes. 

Temple prostitutes would usually sit at the door of the temple, 
waiting for a worshipper to come by. 

 
During most of the history of Israel and Judah,  

the high places were occupied by altars for the worship of Yahweh – 
but that doesn’t mean that Yahweh was worshiped aright. 

 We have inscriptions from ancient Israel at some of these places 
  referring to “Yahweh and his Asherah”  

(Asherah being a Canaanite goddess. 
  
So you have a picture of Dame Folly sitting above the road, 

calling the simple to come and enjoy her pleasures, 
and to dine with her at the festival. 

 
These "simple" are said to also "lack judgment." 

This means that they are neither wise nor foolish, 
but rather that they are in a dangerous middle ground-- 
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a middle ground which will lead them to ruin,  
because as Proverbs 14:15 says, 

"a simple man will believe anything, 
but a prudent man gives thought to his steps." 

 
To put it simply, the simple is a fool just waiting to happen. 

 
Dame Folly tells them in verse 17 that 

"stolen water is sweet; 
food eaten in secret is delicious." 

This is not only referring to adultery, 
but again, remembering that this is also an image of idolatry, 
she is calling the sons of Israel to the secret worship of false gods, 

"But little do they know that the dead are there, 
that her guests are in the depths of the grave." 

 
Ultimately, Dame Folly leads to death. 

Her house is a house of death, 
and all who dwell there will reside in the grave forever, 

because the wages of sin are death. 
 
Too often we are simple.  
 We lack judgment, 

and we are too ready to believe anything. 
 
Has Dame Folly won a hearing in your heart? 

Are there secret sins which you delight in? 
Do you indulge in idolatrous thoughts, words, or deeds? 

 
That may take a little explaining. 

An idol is anything which you expect blessing from. 
God alone is the source of all true blessing. 
Anytime that you or I place our hope in receiving a blessing  

from something or someone else,  
we are committing idolatry. 

 
Have you put your hope in modern technology and progress? 
 Is your hope for happiness found in the thought  

that science will come up with some cure for Covid-19, 
  so that you can just go back to your comfortable lifestyle? 
 
 Our idolatries are catching up to us! 
 Our hopes and fears are being revealed! 
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Everyone puts their hope and trust into their gods, 
everyone expects their gods to bless them when they do well, 

and curse them when they fail. 
 
 
What do you really want in life? 

Where is your heart centered? 
I don't mean where should it be--I mean where is it? 

 
What do you find yourself thinking about in your spare time? 
What do you daydream of, when you are alone? 
What do you most naturally think of? 

 
Are you oriented around the grace of God in Jesus Christ? 

or are you self-centered, self-promoting, and self-indulgent? 
 
If it is the latter, 

that may signal the fact that you are listening to Dame Folly, 
and have not yet learned the path of wisdom. 

 
So let us go back to verse one of chapter 9, 
 and listen to Wisdom! 
 
Because Lady Wisdom has built a house as well, 

and she sends out her maids and calls from the highest point in the city-- 
for she too is in a temple, 

and she too is inviting the simple to a feast. 
 
But this temple is God's temple. 
And this feast is God's feast. 
 Folly and Wisdom may look a lot alike at first. 
 They may sound a lot alike as well! 
 
 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!” 
  They both offer hospitality! 
  They both offer food and drink – 
   companionship, delight, well-being! 
 
 Indeed, if you compare the call of wisdom with the call of folly – 
  which one sounds more interesting? 
 

Wisdom calls you to a simple meal – 
“eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed”  

leave the simple way and live – 
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  and walk in the way of insight. 
Folly says “Stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.” 
 She offers hidden delights – secret pleasures. 
 The exotic – the unknown – the secret – 
  what is so attractive to us about this? 
 
We often think that there must be “something more” that we are missing in life. 
And Folly says that the way to find it is to do the forbidden! 
 (That is precisely what Folly said to Eve…) 
 
My mother divorced my father – hoping to find “something more.” 
 In her later years she acknowledged that she had not found it – 
  and that when it came to character, 
  my father was one of the two or three finest men she had ever known. 
  

 The hidden pleasures of folly are indeed “fun”! 
  But they come with a price – and the price is death. 
 
But think about the actual difference. 
 Folly offers bread and water (with secret delight!). 
 Wisdom offers bread and wine. 
 
 Wisdom offers something better (objectively). 
 Wine was given by God (Psalm 104 says) to make glad the heart. 
 
 Wisdom’s path is a different path – and a better path. 
 The delight found in Wisdom’s path is a delight that comes because of the path itself. 
  The chemical properties of wine will warm your heart! 
 
 Folly offers you water – and the “thrill” comes entirely from her illicit character. 
  
But if you eat and drink with Wisdom,  
 if you leave your simple ways, 

and spend your life with her at your side, 
walking in the way of understanding… 

 
 then you will find life. 
 
But then comes the middle verses of chapter 9. 
 This is what I have called the Heart of Wisdom. 
 

2. The Heart of Wisdom (v7-12) 
 
But Lady Wisdom will have nothing to do with a mocker, 
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neither will she welcome a wicked man--as she says in verse 7. 
Rather, 

she will rebuke the wise when they falter, 
"rebuke a wise man and he will love you. 
"instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; 
"teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning." 

 
a. Do You Love Those Who Rebuke You? (v7-9) 

7 Whoever corrects a scoffer gets himself abuse, 
    and he who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 
8 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; 
    reprove a wise man, and he will love you. 
9 Give instruction[b] to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; 
    teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 
 
Verses 7-9 consist of three lines warning against correcting a scoffer – 
 and three lines on the benefits of correcting the wise. 
 
At the heart of wisdom is the recognition that I am not Wisdom. 
 No matter how wise you may be, you are not Wisdom! 
 
Wisdom dwells with God. 
 Wisdom was with the Father before the world was created! 
 
 Were you in the beginning?  
 Were you with the Father before the world was created? 
 
Socrates understood this! 
 He recognized that the one thing that he knew was his own ignorance! 
 Wisdom belongs to God – not to me. 
 Therefore I need the humility to accept correction – 
  and to love the one who corrects me! – 
  because if you didn’t correct me, I would remain in my folly! 
 
If you correct a scoffer, he will scoff all the more! 
 And you will be the target of his scoffing! 
 
 That is why Proverbs 26:4 says “Do not correct a fool according to his folly, 
  lest you be like him yourself.” 
 
 He who reproves a wicked man incurs injury. 
  Have you ever had a friend like that? 
  You just decided, “I won’t bother trying to correct him – it’s too painful?!” 
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That’s why Wisdom says, “Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you.” 
 But, she adds, “Reprove a wise man, and he will love you.” 
 
Do you love to be rebuked?! 

Do you love correction? 
 
I’ll admit, convincing me that I’m wrong can take some work! 
 But that’s because I don’t like being wrong! 
And so I love it that you are willing to come and try to show me where I’m wrong! 
 

But here’s the key: 
When you realize that you’re wrong, can you change your mind in a heartbeat? 
  
You see – the wise man recognizes that he is not Wisdom – 
 and so, when the wise man sees his fault, he jumps ship immediately! 
 
“Whoa!! I’m with Folly? Get me out of here!!!” 
 

That’s why verse 10 says: 
 

b. Do You Fear the LORD? (10-12) 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 
    and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 
11 For by me your days will be multiplied, 
    and years will be added to your life. 
12 If you are wise, you are wise for yourself; 
    if you scoff, you alone will bear it. 
 
If you fear what others think of you, 

you shall prove yourself a fool. 
 
If you fear what the Lord thinks of you, 

you shall find wisdom, 
for his judgment is true. 

 
"…and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding." 

There is nothing in all the world more crucial than knowing God. 
 

Wisdom and understanding are all rooted in him, 
therefore if you don't know him, 

then you are a fool. 
If you do know him, 

then you have access to all the wisdom in the world. 
for through wisdom your days will be many, and years will be added to your life. 
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In the end, the two ways are the Way of Life and the Way of Death. 
 
Covid-19 reminds us of this every day! 
 
Covid-19 is a judgment of God against our embrace of the Way of Folly. 

You’ve heard me say for years that our society does not deal well with death. 
 And sure enough, we are approaching Covid-19 the same way! 
 
 We have the technology – we can fix this!! 
 And I don’t doubt that – in a sense – we will! 
 
But as – once again – bend nature to our will, 
 we are reminded – once again – that all we can do is “manage” this world. 
We are not the Creator. 
 And the creation will continue to resist us. 
 

Both sides in the current debate are speaking with the voice of Folly. 
 If we just stay shut down, everything will be fine! 
 If we just open things up, everything will be fine! 
 
 We blame those who have done too little – those who have done too much – 
  and everyone has a plan which would work – if only they would listen to me! 

 
As Brad Littlejohn put it the other day,  

“there are better and worse courses of action before us.  
But *there are no good courses of action* before us.  
There are no easy solutions.  
There is no way through this without untold suffering and sacrifice and failure,  

whether we try to ease up restrictions sooner  
or to hang onto them longer.  

All of the finger-pointing is ultimately a manifestation of hubris,  
of the belief that since we are supposed to be in control of things,  

any crisis must be someone’s fault.  
In the end, though, this pandemic is a call to humility, lamentation, and repentance,  

to remember how very small we are before the hand of God’s judgment.” 
 

Wisdom calls you to come, eat of her bread – and drink the wine she has mixed. 
 Leave your foolish ways and live! 
 
 
But how many of us stop at the house of Wisdom every single night? 

How many of us have left our simple ways, 
and learned wisdom from her? 
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Or are we still wandering back and forth, 
spending one night with Wisdom, 

and the next with Folly? 
 
That is why Jesus Christ--the Wisdom of God himself-- 

came as a man--born of a woman--so that he himself would walk the path of life. 
And as he walked that road, 

Dame Folly called to him as well. 
 
In the temptations, 

when the devil called him to the ultimate act of idolatry-- 
bowing the knee, and worshipping Satan himself, 

it was the voice of Folly. 
 
But Jesus Christ was the Wisdom of God, 

and never did he enter the House of Fools, 
but rather he turned and refreshed himself in Wisdom's house, 
trusting in his Father, and being strengthened by the Spirit. 

 
He not only knew what needed to be done, 

but he knew how to do it. 
 
And so for our Lord Jesus Christ, Proverbs 9:10-11 is true, 

"the fear of Yahweh his Father, was the beginning--the foundation of his wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One was understanding." 

 
And because he followed the Wisdom of God, his days will be many, 

and though he died, 
he also rose again, 

and infinite years will be added to his life. 
 
Remember that Jesus said, 

"destroy this temple and I will rebuild it in three days." 
Jesus Christ has become the true temple of God, 

and so Jesus now stands at the highest place-- 
and the highest place is found at the right hand of the Father-- 

and Jesus calls out, 
"Let all who are simple come in here" 
"Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. 
"Leave your simple ways and you will live; 
"walk in the way of understanding." 

 
Jesus calls you to dwell in his house, 

to heed his wisdom, 
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If you do this, you will live. 
 
 
Where can you find this spiritual food? 

Jesus Christ has spread his table for us in the Lord's Supper-- 
where he offers us himself as the only sustenance for our souls. 

Jesus said in John 6 that his body was real food and his blood was real drink-- 
and it is that food and drink which you are offered 

in the reading and preaching of the Word, 
in the sacraments and in prayer. 

But it is particularly in the Supper that Christ spreads his table  
and invites us to his banquet,  

where we proclaim his death until he comes,  
and where we look forward to the great banquet in the New Creation. 

 
And as you feed on him in your hearts by faith and with thanksgiving, 

know that you are feeding upon the Wisdom of God-- 
and remember that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom! 

 
That’s part of what makes this time of fasting so difficult! 
 We need spiritual nourishment! 
 
And remember James' words in James 1:2-5 

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 
whenever you face trials of various kinds, 
because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 

Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, 
not lacking anything. 

If any of you lacks wisdom, 
he should ask of God, 
who gives generously to all without finding fault, 

and it will be given to him." 
 
Jesus Christ is the true Wisdom of God, 
 
Whoever finds him, finds life,  

and receives favor from the Lord. 
 


