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John 12:12-19 The next day the large crowd that had come to 
the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. 13 So they 
took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, 
even the King of Israel!” 14 And Jesus found a young donkey 
and sat on it, just as it is written, 15 “Fear not, daughter of 
Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's 
colt!” 16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, 
but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these 
things had been written about him and had been done to 
him. 17 The crowd that had been with him when he called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued 
to bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to meet 
him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19 So the 
Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining 
nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”
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Chapter 12 in the Gospel of John marks a turning point.
Prior to Chapter 12:

• John 2:4 And Jesus said to her [his mother], “Woman, what 
does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.”

• John 6:15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and 
take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself.

• John 7:6 Jesus said to them [his brothers], “My time has not yet 
come…

• John 7:30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a 
hand on him, because his hour had not yet come.

• John 10:39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped 
from their hands.

In Chapter 12:
• Jesus presents himself as the promised Messiah (v 12-19).
• Jesus declares his hour has come (v23).

4



View of Jerusalem looking down from Mount of Olives
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“Spoils of Jerusalem” relief on the Arch of Titus in Rome
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Two views of Messiah:
1. Expected (False) – v12-13
2. Promised and Arriving (True) – v14-15
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• A nationalist Messiah that would deliver them from Roman 
oppression

• Waiving of palm braches
• Hosanna!
• Similar to what occurred after feeding of the 5,000:
John 6:15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take 
him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself

• John 2:23-25 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, 
many believed in his name when they saw the signs that he was 
doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, 
because he knew all people 25 and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

• John 12:16 His disciples did not understand these things at first, but 
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things 
had been written about him and had been done to him.

8

Messiah Expected



Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous 
and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.
Behold, your king is coming to you
• Hebrews 10:12-13 But when Christ had offered for all time a single 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting 
from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his 
feet.

• Philippians 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Messiah Promised and Arriving



Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.
righteous [NASB – just] and having salvation is he
• Jeremiah 23:5-6 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 

when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’

• Numbers 14:18 ‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he will by no means clear 
the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, to the third 
and the fourth generation.’

• Romans 3:26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
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Messiah Promised and Arriving



Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and 
having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the 
foal of a donkey.
humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
• Rather than coming riding on a war horse, he came riding a donkey, an 

animal of peace.
John’s view of Scripture (Old Testament):
• John 12:14 And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is 

written,
Jesus’ view of Scripture (Old Testament):
• Matthew 22:29-32 But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because 

you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the 
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you 
not read what was said to you by God: 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, 
but of the living.” 11
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