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KJV – Genesis 49:1-12 

 

“Jacob’s Dying Blessing for Judah” 

Introduction: 
 
     This is the second to the last chapter in the book of Genesis. In this lesson of Genesis chapter 49 
we see the last words of Jacob just before he dies. In the previous chapter Jacob has blessed 
Ephraim and Manasseh the two first born sons of Joseph. Remember now, Joseph’s two sons were 
not full blooded Jews but they were half Egyptian, because their mother was the daughter of the 
Egyptian priest. But these boys received the birthright for Joseph, in Joseph’s place. The birthright 
was split between Ephraim and Manasseh.  
 
     In our last lesson we went over this story in detail about how that all this came about. Ephraim 
was the youngest and Manasseh was the oldest. Their father Joseph had that whole thing 
orchestrated so that Manasseh would receive the right hand of Israel (Jacob) and Ephraim would 
receive the left hand. But the Sovereignty of God intervened and Jacob crossed his hands; and 
Joseph tried to correct his father but Jacob said not so son. And the Bible tells us that what he did he 
did wittingly, which meant that he knew just exactly what he was doing. That was all orchestrated 
by the Sovereignty of God.  
 
     It is here in this chapter that Jacob calls in all his sons, he blesses them and then declares 
prophecy concerning each son’s future. Now in the relationship to each son’s future, we need to 
understand that he is not just talking about the son but he is talking about the tribe of the nation of 
Israel that would come from that son.   
 
     The way the men had lived played an important part in Jacob’s blessing and prophecy. Our past 
also affects our present and our future. By sunrise tomorrow our actions of today will have become 
part of the past, yet they will already have begun to mold and shape your very future. Your 
decisions and actions that your choose and take or even the ones that your avoid today will either 
negatively or positively impact you future and shape your tomorrow.   
 
     Notice that Judah and Joseph received the most attention in this blessing of all the sons. Jacob’s 
blessing literally portrayed the future history of each son, seemingly based upon their characters up 
to that time. The cryptic nature of the text demands rigorous analysis for correlating tribal history 
with Jacob’s last word and testament for each of these tribes. 
 
Genesis 49:1 

1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which 
shall befall you in the last days. 
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     Notice the key expression that Jacob uses when first speaking to his boys. As they are gathered 
Jacob speaks of the things that “I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.” This is a 
key to understanding the poetic content of this writing. The content of Jacob’s prediction for each 
son often signifies the last days in prophetic literature.  

Genesis 49:2 

2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. 

     The names of the sons as mentioned by Jacob are not given in birth order, nor are they given in 
the pattern of wife, then handmaid. The order is as per the mother: 

1. The six sons of Leah – Wife. 
2. The one son of Bilhah – Handmaid. 
3. The two sons of Zilpah – Handmaid. 
4. The one son of Bilhah – Handmaid. 
5. The two sons of Rachel. 

     Other than the reversal of Leah’s fifth and sixth sons, the others remain in chronological order in 
relation to their mothers. There is no discernible pattern here, we may never know in this life why 
Jacob chose to list them in this particular order. 

Genesis 49:3-4 

3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, 
and the excellency of power: 

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst 
thou it: he went up to my couch. 

     Reuben: the seriousness of Reuben’s sin of Genesis 35:22 was not forgotten. “And it came to pass, 
when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel 
heard it. Now the sons of Jacob were twelve.” The consequences of his past actions erased his very 
own birthright.  

I Chronicles 5:1-2 

1 Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel, (for he was the firstborn; but forasmuch as he defiled 
his father's bed, his birthright was given unto the sons of Joseph the son of Israel: and the genealogy is 
not to be reckoned after the birthright. 

2 For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was 
Joseph's:) 

     Whatever dignity and majesty he might have had in the future, was erased by his sin and lack of 
repentance. His future tribe would receive little mention in Israelite history. They produced not one 
single judge, no prophet, no military leaders or any other important person in the history of the 
nation.  
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     Moses even prayed for this tribe in the wilderness that they would not die out in Deuteronomy 
33:6 when he cried unto the LORD “Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few.” This 
tribe was uncontrolled as water with the literal word picture used meaning “boiling” to show the 
instability of the Tribe of Reuben. 

Genesis 49:5-7 

5 Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. 

6 O my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united: for 
in their anger they slew a man, and in their selfwill they digged down a wall. 

7 Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, 
and scatter them in Israel. 

     The cruelty and the anger of the next two sons, Simeon and Levi back in Genesis 34:25 at 
Shechem was not forgotten by their father Jacob. The consequences because of their past actions 
would affect the future tribes.  

Simeon: this tribe would have no notable descendants. It would become the smallest tribe in the 
second census of Moses in the book of Numbers 26:14. The tribe would be omitted from the 
blessing of Moses in Deuteronomy 33:8 and they would later have to share territory with the tribe 
of Judah. 

Levi: this tribe would be scatted throughout Israel. Only through and by the Sovereign Grace of 
Almighty God, through repentance and obedience as seen in Exodus 32:26 they would be used of 
God for the priestly tribe and residents of the cities of refuge. They were not given their own 
designated region in the land yet from this tribe would still come forth several notable descendants 
such as Moses, Aaron and John the Baptist. 

Genesis 49:8-12 

8 Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy 
father's children shall bow down before thee. 

9 Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a 
lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? 

10 The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

11 Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in 
wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

12 His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk. 
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Judah: as strong as a young lion and entrenched as an old lion, to the line of Judah belonged 
national prominence and kingship, including notable descendants such as David and Solomon with 
their dynasty lasting 640 years.  

     As well as the prophetic promise that “the sceptre shall not depart from Judah.” The Messiah who 
is called the “Lion from the Tribe of Judah in Revelation 5:5 would be born from this tribe in the City 
of David.  

     Verse 11 is a very deep passage, many feel this verse describes the people, some feel it describes 
Christ who would come from this tribe. This language in verse 11 and 12 describes prosperity so 
great that people will tie a donkey to a choice vine, letting it eat because there is such abundance; 
the wine will be as plentiful as the water and everyone will be healthy. This is definitely prophecy 
and no doubt refers to the Millennial Kingdom, when there will be plenty in the land for all. 

     There is only one that can restore order and make everything a right to the way it was in the 
Garden of Eden and that one is that Lion from the tribe of Judah, the LORD Jesus Christ. And if your 
faith, trust, confidence and hope is in anything other than the LORD Jesus Christ than your hope is 
in vain.  

     My hope is built on nothing less, save Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I am complete in Him 
because I am in The Way! Amen! I want to share a verse with you before I close and if this don’t put 
joy in your heart and a pep in your step then you’re dead. Turn to Matthew chapter number 25. And 
to know that this verse applies to me, oh it just makes me all bubbly inside. Matthew 25 and you 
guys are getting a preview, because I’m actually working on a message from this text, but tonight I 
want to read you this and share this verse with you in closing. Because if you are in The Way 
tonight, and your total trust, and your faith and your confidence, and your hope is in the LORD Jesus 
Christ; in Him and Him alone then this verse applies to you.  

Matthew 25:33-34 

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 

     Listen to this and if you cannot see Sovereignty in this then you are as blind as a fruit bat: inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: that’s how much God loved you. Oh 
my goodness and to know that. To know that His Spirit bears witness with my spirit, that I might 
know that I am a son of God. That’s right I can say it tonight, I am a son of God by the Spirit of 
Adoption. Now I’m not the only Begotten Son, because there is only one, only Begotten Son and that 
is the LORD Jesus Christ. The Lion from the tribe of Judah. 
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