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"By His Stripes"

1 Peter 2:24-25

Prayer:  Father, again we thank you for who you are, we tha nk you 

for what this day represents, it is a time for us t o reflect on the 

cross, on what you've done for us on the cross and the gift that 

you've given us of your Son.  Father, we want to do  that well and 

to do that well we need the presence of your Holy S pirit.  So we 

pray this morning, Lord, as we open up your book, a s we look into 

your word we would have the privilege of the presen ce of your 

Spirit, and that you would give us the ability to m ake this of 

lasting value and we pray this in Jesus' name.  Ame n.  

Well, as I just said, this is the first Sunday of t he month, this 

is the Sunday in which we remember Jesus Christ and  his cross.  And 

Jesus on the night before he died, he met with his disciples, and 

there for the last time he celebrated a Passover su pper and Matthew 

26  describes it.  It says:  Now as they were eating, Jesus took 

bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it t o the disciples, 

and said, "Take, eat; this is my body."  And he too k a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying , "Drink of it, 



all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, w hich is poured 

out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell y ou I will not 

drink again of this fruit of the vine until that da y when I drink 

it new with you in my Father's kingdom."   So Jesus took bread and 

he took wine, and he offered them up as symbols of his flesh and 

blood, then he asked the disciples to eat the bread , to drink the 

cup so that they might symbolically eat his flesh a nd drink his 

blood and then he asked them to repeat this remembr ance on a 

regular basis, and this is what we call "the Lord's  table."  And 

just to go over what it's all about, we celebrate i t once a month 

and we do that by meditating on what it is the Lord  Jesus Christ 

did for us and then by examining ourselves and that 's asking God's 

Holy Spirit to point out areas in our own lives whe re he's 

convicting us of sin, then by confessing our sins a nd then by 

participating in the elements.  John 6:53  says:  So Jesus said to 

them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat t he flesh of the 

Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in  you."   

Now we've been working our way through the Gospel o f John.  We've 

worked our way up to the 19th chapter and last time  out we looked 

at that hideous opening line of chapter 19 which sa ys:  Then Pilate 

took Jesus and flogged him.   And we followed the story in John's 

gospel up to the point where an enraged and frustra ted Pilate 

finally asks:  "Shall I crucify your king?"  Pilate asked.  "We 
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have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answere d.  Finally 

Pilate handed him over to be crucified.  So the sol diers took 

charge of Jesus.   That's where we are in John 19.  I want to shift 

gears a little bit here because it just so happens that the passage 

that we've been working on in 1 Peter this last mon th, that the 

section that it's coming to right now dovetails per fectly with 

where we are in John's account of Jesus's crucifixi on.  So if 

you've been following at all where we've been for t he last few 

months, then this passage I'm going to read to you should be very 

familiar to you.  It 's 1 Peter 2:22 which  says:  He committed no 

sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.  When th ey hurled their 

insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffe red, he made no 

threats.  Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  

And this is the passage we've spent a lot of time i n these last few 

weeks but it's followed by this remarkable statemen t that dovetails 

perfectly with where we're going this morning.  Thi s is verse 24.  

It says:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so 

that we might die to sins and live for righteousnes s; "by his 

wounds you have been healed."  For "you were like s heep going 

astray," but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of 

your souls.   Now you may not realize it but this passage is hi ghly 

controversial in many different circles for two com pletely 

different reasons.  One is the issue of penal subst itution which is 

a fancy theological term that we're going to look a t later on; the 
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other is the issue of faith healing.  So let me tak e this last one 

first.  

"By his wounds you have been healed"  is part of the prophet 

Isaiah's description of what Jesus would do for us on the cross.  

This has become a loaded phrase.  It means differen t things to 

different believers.  And there are very many peopl e, particularly 

in the charismatic fold, who believe that God is ma king a 

categorical statement that Christ was not only prov iding 

forgiveness for us on the cross but also the abilit y to be healed 

of any diseases.  These folks understand that Chris t went to the 

cross to heal us physically as well as spiritually.   And even more 

striking is the fact that this same old testament s tatement by 

Isaiah, it appears here in 1 Peter in the New Testa ment, but it 

appears in an even more striking way in Matthew's g ospel.  Let me 

just read to you where it pops up in Matthew's gosp el.  This is 

Matthew 8:14 .  It says:  When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw 

Peter's mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever.  H e touched her 

hand and the fever left her, and she got up and beg an to wait on 

him.  When evening came, many who were demon-posses sed were brought 

to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word an d healed all the 

sick.  This was to fulfil l what was spoken through the prophet 

Isaiah:  "He took up our infirmities and bore our d iseases."   
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So we ask, doesn't this passage prove that Jesus no t only saved us 

from death on the cross but that he also saved us f rom diseases as 

well?  I mean, isn't Matthew directly connecting Is aiah's statement 

of Christ's work on the cross to the healing of phy sical diseases?  

Of course he is.  But I would also add the story do esn't begin and 

end in Matthew's gospel.  You see our problem often  stems from the 

fact that we pick up only little bits and pieces of  the narrative 

from the gospels and they wind up being disconnecte d from the grand 

story that God is telling us that started in Genesi s and ended in 

Revelation.  The big picture is that the gospels ar e not the 

beginning but the culmination of Christ's coming to  earth in order 

to wage war on Satan.  Even this passage that we're 's briefly 

looking at in Matthew hints at that warfare, I mean , Jesus is not 

just healing sick people here, he's also driving ou t spirits.  And 

much of what Jesus says could be understood in eith er of two ways, 

I mean, he was either laying the groundwork for a p rinciple in 

which all disease is already healed and we simply h ave to access it 

by faith, or as I believe, he was launching out his  attack on the 

kingdom that the enemy was now possessing by demons trating 

categorically that he alone had the power over dise ase.  

Here's why I believe Jesus was not guaranteeing us a disease-free 

life but was securing for us something of even grea ter value.  

First of all, we know that the healing that Jesus b rought was only 
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temporary.  We know that because every single perso n that Jesus 

healed wound up at some point dying like all of us have to.  Jesus' 

healing, like his feeding of the crowds or turning water into wine 

or even walking on water was designed to show his c omplete mastery 

over the physical world through miracles that were designed to be 

temporary.  I mean the crowds that Jesus fed would one day grow 

hungry again, the water that became wine would run out, even Jesus 

walking on water was designed temporarily to show h is complete 

mastery over the elemental laws of physics.  The fa ct that Jesus 

healed many in his day has more to do with him demo nstrating his 

power over death, disease, and Satan himself than h as to do with 

him guaranteeing that the curse of the fall no long er applies and 

that sickness is now a thing of the past.  You see,  Jesus, the 

creator and sustainer of life, the very one who spo ke the world 

into existence was now on earth miraculously involv ed in reclaiming 

his territory.  And by using the term "by his stripes we are 

healed,"  God is bringing us right back through the Old Test ament to 

the prophet Isaiah who was pointing forward to the cross.  It 's the 

public arena in which this victory is going to be w on.  See, the 

bigger problem we have with seeing this passage is saying that God 

has already given us the healing from diseases is t hat famous 

description given by George Bernard Shaw who once s aid:  "The 

statistics about death are one out of one."  Everyb ody dies.  I 

mean out of the millions of people who've lived the se last 2,000 
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years, only one that I know of departed on a flamin g chariot.  

Everyone else left this world in the same prosaic w ay that everyone 

else does.  Everyone leaves this life by dying.  Fo r some it will 

cancer, for some it will heart disease or diabetes,  maybe an 

accident, but for the vast majority, we will all le ave this earth 

because of an illness.  Every single person that Je sus healed 2,000 

years ago is now dead.  That's a fact.  The man bor n blind, the man 

who was lowered down through the roof by his friend , even Jesus' 

beloved friend Lazarus, they all had to experience death, and for 

most people death comes through sickness.  Our sick ness overtakes 

us.  Even the most impassioned believer who believe s that by 

Christ's stripes we are healed acknowledges that Ch rist came to the 

cross to conquer sin itself and the death penalty t hat sin 

incurred.  And yet none of them are going to deny t hat we're all 

going to die.  God made it clear that when Adam fel l, death entered 

into the world and it spread into the entire world and that 

includes everyone.  Romans 5:12  says:  Therefore, just as sin came 

into the world through one man, and death through s in, and so death 

spread to all men because all sinned.   I mean Jesus became sin for 

us to die in our place because we all stood guilty before God.  And 

death is the penalty for sin because God says the wages of sin is 

death.   But here's an important point to consider.  Nowhe re does 

God ever say the wages of sin is death and sickness .  He doesn't 

say that because sickness itself is not sinful, and  for most of us, 
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sickness is what's going to take us from this life to the next.  

Listen to how Sam Storms who again is a charismatic , this is what 

he's kind of struggling with, how he explains the s truggle he has 

with seeing Christ's healing on the cross as being one from 

disease.  He says this, he says:  

We know what the apostle Paul meant when he wrote i n 2 Corinthians 

5:21 that God made "him [Jesus] to be sin who knew no sin."  He was 

declaring that the guilt of our sins was imputed to  Christ and that 

it was because of that guilt that he was punished i n our place.  

But what can it possibly mean to say that God made him "to be sick" 

on our behalf?  Kenneth Hagin says that God "made h im [Jesus] sick 

with your diseases that you might be perfectly well  in Christ."  

But there is no guilt in disease or sickness.  Havi ng diabetes or a 

head cold is not sinful.  The Bible tells us to pra y, "forgive us 

our debts" and urges us "to confess our sins" but n owhere does it 

say that we should pray, "forgive us our arthritis, " or, "Lord, I 

confess I have the flu."  Sickness is not sin.  The  Bible never 

issues the command "Thou shalt not commit cancer" o r "Flee the 

flu."  Nevertheless, many insist that Jesus bore th e penalty for 

our sins and sicknesses.  But if sickness is not a sin, how can it 

incur a penalty?  

You see, Jesus died to conquer death and he never p romised to 
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eliminate sickness.  That doesn't mean for a second  that I don't 

believe that God can and does miraculously heal.  T he reason why 

this is so controversial is that there are good peo ple on all sides 

of this issue who genuinely disagree on what the sc ripture teaches.  

So just so you know where I am coming from, I have to agree, I 

agree with Chuck Swindoll who said  I believe in fa ith, healing.  I 

don't believe in faith healers.  And what he meant by that is 

there's no doubt that God can, will, and does conti nue to heal, and 

he heals those who put their faith in him and ask f or that healing 

but he's not under any obligation to do so.  And fu rthermore those 

who claim to have a significant special power to gu arantee healing 

I believe do far more harm than they've done good a nd the harmful 

part comes from the belief as they preach that the healing has 

already been given to you which leaves anyone not r eceiving this 

healing with a double burden of believing that heal ing was offered 

to them, they simply didn't have the faith or the m eans or the 

ability to access it.  

Now I'm sure most of you know of Joni Eareckson and  that was the 

case with Joni Eareckson.  She describes what it wa s like.  If you 

don't know, Joni Eareckson was paralyzed at age 16 in a diving 

accident, she's completely paralyzed from the neck down, has been 

in a wheelchair for fifty years.  She describes how  that worked in 

her life and the havoc that it wreaked in her life.   This is what 
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she says.  She says:  

Often I meet people who ask, "Joni, don't you want to get healed?  

Well, duh--I wouldn't be human if I didn't want to get healed.  

And, in fact, there was a season in my life when I begged God to 

heal me.  The I would say for the first five to ten  years in my 

wheelchair, it was the major deal in all my prayers , and when it 

appeared that I would never walk again, I stil l kep t praying for 

healing; I at least wanted my hands to be healed.  And one of the 

key verses I used in my prayers was John chapter 14 , verses 13-14 

where Jesus says, "I will do whatever you ask in my  name so that 

the Son may bring glory to the Father."  Well, that  was quite a 

promise!  Jesus will give us whatever we ask, as lo ng as we ask in 

his name?!  Well, I kept doing just that -- asking in His name, but 

nothing happened, so I dug deeper, confessing and r epenting of 

whatever extra sin might stand in the way.  But sti l l, my feet and 

my hands didn't respond.  I wondered what I was doi ng wrong.  I 

don't know, maybe you've experienced the same thing  with that 

verse.  You've asked for something important -- lik e healing or 

whatever -- and you ask it in Jesus' name, and you ask it, that it 

might bring glory to God, but still, all you get is  silence or, 

perhaps, the reply from God, "no."  'But Jesus,' yo u think, 'you 

said you would do whatever I ask in your name.  Wha t gives?!'  So I 

went back to John 14, and this time I read all arou nd it.  I 
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discovered that the context is all about "giving th e gospel."  

After all, this chapter was our Savior's last chanc e to teach his 

disciples about "the main thing."  And the main (as  we'd all agree) 

is his Gospel.  Jesus was so passionate about his d isciples giving 

the good news, that he inasmuch said, "Look, if the re are mountains 

in your way, I'l l move them.  If there's an obstacl e in the way, 

I'l l help you get rid of it.  If it means the advan cement of God's 

kingdom, I'll do it."  Jesus was adamant about this  because this is 

what would give his Father the most glory.  Once th is fact sank in, 

it made my wheelchair seem insignificant in compari son.  My 

problems didn't seem so important.  What's more, I began to grasp 

the fact that my paralysis was part of God's strate gy to further 

his gospel.  After all, it says in 1 Peter 2:21 -- which is our 

verse that we've been looking at -- "To this you we re called, 

because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an exa mple that you 

should follow in his steps."  Just as Christ suffer ed yet trusted 

the Father, I am to follow in his steps on the road  marked with 

suffering and trust my heavenly Father, even with q uadriplegia.

So what does this mean to someone who's struggling with sickness 

and pain?  I mean, can they ask God for healing?  W ell the answer 

is absolutely.  Many a time we have prayed passiona tely for God to 

heal and we have been witness to some spectacularly  miraculous 

healings, I know myself, I had one 40 years ago.  M y granddaughter 
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Leah was healed from myasthenia gravis as an infant  through prayer.  

So I am not in any way denigrating the idea of phys ical healing.  

It's just that Jesus' sacrifice was so much deeper,  it accomplished 

so much more than merely prolonging our deaths.  An d so we need to 

focus on the eternal life that Jesus purchased for us at the cost 

of his own life.  

As the elders begin distributing the bread, I just want us to take 

a few minutes to ask God's Holy Spirit to help you just consider 

the death that Christ died for you.  And as they're  distributing I 

want to read you the warning that God gives us conc erning 

communion.  1 Corinthians 11 says:  But let a man examine himself, 

and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cu p.  For he who 

eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drin ks judgment to 

himself, not discerning the Lord's body.  For this reason many are 

weak and sick among you, and many sleep.  For if we  would judge 

ourselves, we would not be judged.  But when we are  judged, we are 

chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned  with the world.   

I often say communion is extremely serious business , if you enter 

into it in an unworthy manner, you were literally c ourting disaster 

and this passage here says, you know, many of you a re weak and sick 

and some among you sleep, well that means death.  T hat's how 

seriously God took taking communion worthily.  So i f you're not 

absolutely confident that you are a child of the Ki ng and you 
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haven't by faith trusted in Christ as your Savior o r if you first 

need to be reconciled to your brother or sister bef ore you bring 

any sacrifice to the altar, then don't participate,  just pass the 

elements on when they come to you.  As I often poin t out as well 

the other side, there's a mistake equally bad on th e other side.  

You can make the mistake of thinking well, unless I 'm absolutely 

spotless, unless I'm flawless I'm unworthy to recei ve communion.  

Well, the devil loves that mistake as well.  You se e, being a child 

of the King doesn't mean that you don't sin, it doe sn't mean that 

you don't fail.  It means that you recognize that y our salvation is 

a gift and it's a gift that no one is capable of ea rning by being 

good, and I repeat once again Dane Ortlund's quote,  he says, "In 

the kingdom of God, the one thing that qualifies yo u is knowing you 

don't qualify, and the one thing that disqualifies you is thinking 

that you do."  It also means that when we fail we'r e aware that we 

have sinned and the reason why we're aware that we' ve sinned is 

because God's Holy Spirit comes to live within us a nd he it is who 

is convicting us of sin.  And when we sin, we griev e as children 

who know that we have a Father who longs to forgive  us and cleanse 

us.  We remember 1 John 1:9  where God says:  If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin s and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness.   So being a child of the King doesn't 

mean that you are flawless, that you are without si n.  It also 

means that we understand that when we do sin we hav e an advocate 
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with the Father, someone speaking on our behalf in heaven itself.  

1 John  tells us:  My dear children, I write this to you so that you 

will not sin.  But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with 

the Father -- Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.   So it's because we 

have Jesus' righteousness and not our own that we a re now free to 

eat at his table.  And so if you love your Lord, do n't deny 

yourself the privilege that Jesus purchased for you .  We say it all 

the time, he lived the life we were supposed to liv e and then he 

died the death we all deserved to die so that we co uld be made 

worthy of heaven.  So this morning I just again wan t us to take a 

few moments to focus on the healing that Jesus purc hased for us on 

the cross.  

1 Corinthians, the 11th chapter, the 23rd verse  says:  For I 

received from the Lord what I also delivered to you , that the Lord 

Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my bo dy which is for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me."   So take, and eat.  

Well the next issue that we want to look at this mo rning is this 

issue of penal substitution, another fifty-cent the ological term, I 

get it, I understand, but it 's important to underst and what is 

being expressed here.  Look at verse 24 in our text  this morning in 

1 Peter.  It says:  He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
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cross, so that we might die to sins and live for ri ghteousness; "by 

his wounds you have been healed."   Penal substitution is simply the 

belief that Jesus substituted himself for us and th en bore our 

penalty for sins on the cross.  I mean even though Jesus was one 

hundred percent innocent, he stood in our place to take the 

punishment of our sins.  The prophet Isaiah puts it  this way in 

Isaiah 53.  He says:  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he 

was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that  brought us 

peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, l ike 

sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to o ur own way; and 

the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   So Isaiah's 

telling us that Jesus was pierced, that he was crus hed, that he was 

punished for our iniquities on the cross.  Well thi s is a view 

that's come under fire from many different sources lately and 

usually what is being attacked is the straw man tha t suggests that 

God was only able to forgive man by pouring his rag e and violence 

out on his Son.  At its very worst his attackers de scribe penal 

substitution as cosmic child abuse suggesting that God's solution 

to our sin was to attack Jesus on our behalf.  

So what does it mean when God says of Jesus " he himself bore our 

sins" in his body on the cross?   I mean what does it mean when God 

says in 1 John 22:  He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, 

and not only for ours, but also for those of the wh ole world.   Well 

15



there's that fifty-cent word, another fifty-cent wo rd, 

propitiation, what does that mean?  Well the dictio nary defines 

propitiation as "the appeasement of anger of the go ds or God."  

That's not very helpful.  The actual Greek word com es from the 

covering of the tabernacle which was the place wher e the 

sacrificial blood was sprinkled.  You see, God had appointed animal 

sacrifice as a picture of the role that Jesus would  take when he 

came to earth.  An innocent animal would have the s ins of the 

people placed on him by the high priest and he woul d actually, he 

would place his hands, he would take his hand and h e would 

objectify, quantify and place the sins of the peopl e on this 

particular "innocent animal."  An animal would be k illed.  And its 

blood would be sprinkled on the altar signifying th e animal's role 

in taking the place of the sinner.  Instead of the sinner dying, 

the animal would die in its place and all of this w as to picture 

the role that Jesus would have taking the place of us sinners, 

dying in our place and having his perfect blood she d to pay the 

price of our sin.  Now some folks object to the pic ture that this 

paints.  They say it shows God having to resort to violence against 

his own Son in order to satisfy his wrath against s in.  Instead 

they say that the cross was the ultimate culminatio n of Jesus' 

final victory over sin, his final victory over Sata n and this view 

is called the Christus victor view, that the cross represented 

Jesus' ultimate triumph over Satan.  Well, the fact  is both of 
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these are true.  Both of these views are absolutely  true.  There's 

no doubt that the cross was after all the greatest victory that was 

ever won.  I mean Colossians 2:14  is very clear, it says:  Having 

canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, whic h stood against 

us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross.  

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cros s.   I mean no 

doubt Jesus triumphed over the devil at the cross.  No doubt he 

disarmed the powers and the authorities who were ar rayed against 

him at the cross and no doubt he made a public spec tacle of them, I 

mean, they thought that it would subject him to the  ultimate in 

shame by dying the death of a common criminal.  Lit tle did they 

realize that he was using the very platform that th ey had designed 

for his ultimate shame as the perfect platform for his ultimate 

triumph.  I mean there on display for the entire un iverse to see he 

would cancel the charge of indebtedness that stood against us and 

condemned us and he would do it, as the scripture s ays, by nailing 

it to a cross by substituting himself bearing the w rath of a holy 

God.  

Now there are those who object to the very idea tha t Jesus would 

claim victory by absorbing the penalty of our sin s uggesting that 

it's a deficiency on God's part to have to punish s omeone in order 

to forgive.  I think this view distorts our underst anding of 
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justice.  I recently saw a very helpful teaching ab out penal 

substitution that compared it to the collapse of th e financial 

institutions that occurred at the end of the Bush a dministration.  

You're all familiar with that terrible few years.  And if you 

remember the crash occurred because of downright fr aud and abuse on 

behalf of banks and mortgage lenders.  And because of their fraud, 

because of their abuse, thousands of people lost th eir homes.  

Because of their fraud and abuse, thousands of busi nesses 

collapsed, thousands of people were bankrupted and the government 

was faced with a monumental problem.  You see in es sence the bank 

that had caused this, the banks that had caused thi s $7 tril l ion 

collapse were still existing and they were worthy o f being punished 

but if the banks were going to take on that kind of  punishment then 

it was likely the entire economy was going to colla pse.  This is 

the time when we started to hear about the fact tha t these banks 

that got us into this mess were so large that if th ey were to 

collapse, everything else would collapse with them.   I don't know 

if you remember the phrase they were "too big to fa il."  That's 

what people said.  So the government simply bailed them out.  And 

even now there still l ingers a nagging perception t hat what we had 

and what the government delivered was forgiveness w ithout justice.  

I mean no doubt some institutions and some people g ot away with 

murder because they couldn't receive justice withou t destroying the 

rest of the economy.  But not so when it comes to s in.  See, God's 
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nature is such that everything about him is perfect , including his 

justice.  We can't help but think of the wrath of G od in terms of 

anger, somehow in terms of vengeance but God's wrat h is not at all 

l ike human wrath.  God's wrath is the only proper r esponse of a 

holy God to sin.  Just try to picture a God without  wrath, and what 

you will come up with is a God without love.  Becau se we are made 

in God's image, we have a sense within us of how wr ong it is to 

respond to evil with indifference.  Just picture th e response of 

someone who had witnessed the slaying of those chil dren at the 

Newtown Elementary School or the wholesale slaughte r of people 

sitting at a concert in Vegas and all they can must er is a shrug of 

the shoulders and an indifferent "whatever."  You w ould quickly 

conclude that there was something seriously wrong w ith that person.  

I mean terrible inexplicable evil requires a respon se, and to have 

none would indicate a serious moral problem.  Now p icture God's 

sense of righteousness which is flawless.  It's per fect.  He not 

only responds to the obvious evil of the slaughter of innocence, he 

also has to respond to anything that comes short of  his glory.  And 

he tells us flat out that anything that is less tha n flawless, less 

than perfect, less than the measure of his own tran scendently 

perfect glory is sinful.  I mean he puts it this wa y in Romans 

3:23, he says:  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God.   You see, God's perfect justice requires that each  and every 

instance of falling short must receive its just ret ributive 

19



response, otherwise God is not perfectly just.  But  God is not only 

perfectly just he's also perfectly loving, and so h e must serve 

mercy as well as justice.  So God says in Romans 3, he says:  For 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God , but then he 

adds:  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through t he 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put fo rward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.   This was to 

show God's righteousness, because in his divine for bearance he had 

passed over former sins.   Well there's that word propitiation 

again.  To appease or assuage the anger of a god or  gods.  You have 

to understand it's not anger that needs to be assua ged here, it 's 

wrath.  And the wrath is simply the cosmic response  that is 

demanded by God's justice.  God's cosmic problem is  that he 

desperately loves the sinners he must righteously j udge, but 

someone has to take responsibility for sin.  

Let me give you kind of a backwards example.  A whi le back my son 

Luke heard a ticking noise in his car.  He took it to the dealer 

and he took it to the dealer knowing that he had 10 2,000 miles on a 

100,000-mile warranty car.  And sure enough the dea ler said, well, 

you have a failed connecting rod bearing and that's  going to 

require the replacement of the entire engine that w ill cost 

thousands and thousands of dollars.  And the car ma nufacturer 

rightly pointed out that Luke had over 100,000 mile s on his 

20



warranty.  2,000 miles over the warranty.  And Luke  and Emily 

rightly pointed out that they were loyal Hyundai ow ners and they 

were just looking for grace.  And lucky for them --  actually lucky 

for me 'cause I bought the car from them, they rece ived that grace 

and Hyundai agreed to accept full l iability for the  engine.  Just 

for a minute I want you to just focus on this whole  idea of this 

liability issue.  I mean for a couple of days it re ally, it hung 

between two different parties.  And while both part ies argued over 

who was going to own it, it just kind of hung there  waiting until 

Hyundai agreed to own it.  Now expand that to somet hing far more 

desperate far more often.  The MGM Grand Hotel in L as Vegas 

recently sued all of the victims in the mass shooti ng that occurred 

there in a legal effort to distance themselves from  any legal 

obligation to the 58 who were killed and the hundre ds who were 

wounded.  And again the result was just outrage but  the point was 

not lost that the ensuing battle was going to be ov er who owns this 

multimillion dollar liability?  To whom does it bel ong?  And even 

now it hangs in the balance while all of the partie s battle over 

who eventually is going to own it.  

Now expand that notion infinitely.  Understand the problem that God 

is facing.  There's a sin liability and it, too, is  hanging.  The 

sins of the entire world are there and justice dema nds a payment 

for it.  This is not a situation where you can say God the Father 
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is angry and we need to assuage his anger.  Rather the sin 

liability cries out to justice itself, someone has to take it.  For 

us to take it would mean hell itself because the li ability is so 

great and no one could ever pay that debt.  Even if  I had lived a 

flawless life, which I clearly have not, I could on ly pay down the 

debt for one person 'cause I'm just one person.  Bu t what if God, 

what if the infinitely perfect God of all creation were to say to 

himself and to the universe, you don't need to argu e about who's 

going to own this.  I'm going to own this so that y ou can be with 

me forever.  What if the Father and the Son and the  Holy Spirit 

together agreed that the liability would be owned a nd paid for 

completely by the Son?  And what if Isaiah prophesi ed exactly how 

the Son would do it?  This is what he says:  Surely he took up our 

pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 

stricken by him and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our 

transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment 

that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds  we are healed.  

We all, l ike sheep, have gone astray, each of us ha s turned to our 

own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.   So 

rather than see God as angry and vengeful and takin g out his anger 

and his wrath on his Son, it is far more helpful as  seeing the 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit addressing this  concept of 

cosmic justice and knowing that for their perfectio n to be 

maintained, then justice itself had to be addressed  and addressed 
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perfectly.  Instead of seeing God lashing out at hi s Son, it is far 

more reasonable to see the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

loving us so completely and so fully while also lov ing the 

perfection of their own holiness and justice such t hat they knew 

the only way for justice to be served was for them to insist that 

perfect justice be reconciled and then own that obl igation 

themselves.  They took on that individual obligatio n that each of 

us had to reconcile our sin and that's what they di d for us.  The 

Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit were determined  to serve 

justice and still rescue us from the demands of tha t justice.  So 

Jesus substituted himself for us.  That's the essen ce of what penal 

substitution stands for.  But interesting enough it 's also the 

essence of Christus victor, the victory that Christ  won for us.  As 

I said the last time, by paying the price of our si n on the cross, 

Jesus took from Satan the only power that he ever r eally had over 

us, it 's the power to accuse.  I mean the word "Sat an" means 

"accuser."  And our sin gave him the power to accus e and accuse he 

does.  I mean we know a perfect God could not abide  sin, and so the 

ruler of this world made it his business to lock al l of us up in 

sin so he could successfully accuse us.  And the Ch rist who we 

thought he was destroying was actually destroying t he one power 

that Satan had over us by taking on our sin so that  Satan could no 

longer accuse us.  Again to revisit this scripture,  he says:  And 

you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncir cumcision of 
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your flesh, God made alive together with him, havin g forgiven us 

all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt  that stood 

against us with its legal demands.  This he set asi de, nailing it 

to the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authoriti es and put them 

to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.   That's as great a 

victory as you'll ever hear.  I mean the priests an d the leaders as 

well as the crowd that Satan effectively used to en sure that Jesus 

would die on a cross, they were unaware that they w ere being used 

by God to win a greatest victory the universe has e ver seen.  And 

three days later when Jesus rose from the dead, Sat an finally 

realized that when it came to believers in Jesus Ch rist, the sin 

that Satan uses to accuse us has now been dealt wit h.  It 's now 

been paid for.  It was now paid for in full and Chr ist was the 

victor.  So consider what Jesus has gone through fo r us.  

As the elders begin to distribute the cup, take a m oment to 

consider that.  Again, we just want to consider our  Lord and Savior 

who took on the greatest monster the world has ever  known and 

without lifting a finger in his defense he rendered  him powerless.  

Just take a moment to thank him.  1 Corinthians 11  says:  In the 

same manner He also took the cup after supper, sayi ng, "This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood.  This do, as often as  you drink it, 

in remembrance of me."   So take, and drink.  
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This is the part that we call heart, hands and feet , where we are 

just trying to kind of touch on some kind of practi cal way of what 

it means to remember Christ.  And I just wanted to talk first of 

all a little bit about the changes that are taking place.  There's 

big changes taking place here at Grace and if anybo dy who's been 

aware, there's big changes taking place in the chur ch in Port 

Jervis.  We are now a very little church that are b ound on our 

north and south sides -- or west and east sides by two very large 

churches, Grace Community has come into town as has  Goodwill.  And 

we pray for Jake at Grace Community, we pray for Jo se at Goodwill, 

we pray for Tim Dunn at Milford Bible.  I don't kno w if you know, 

Tim is from Ireland, he's stil l having some struggl es with 

Immigration, they're trying to give him a hard time  about that.  

He's a wonderful pastor, doing a wonderful work the re, so we pray 

for him as well.  We pray for Tory right down the r oad here at 

First Baptist.  We are all aware that we are all gi ven different 

parts of the vineyard that we are to operate in.  A nd so at this 

time where we're undergoing a lot of changes, we ha ve -- I mean 

instead of Jan, now we have Fred for music, we have  Vanessa and 

Steve are doing the events and Lauren is going to b e taking on the 

administrative tasks.  

And so people can ask at this point, okay, so where  are we going, 

what are we doing, and what is going on, what have we done lately?  
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And I just want to report to you that it does not l ook like much to 

the world but there's been some spectacular answers  to prayer that 

we have seen.  We've seen families reunited, we hav e seen saints 

equipped for battle, and I was thinking about the w ay the world's 

economy works, the way people look at churches and they have a 

tendency to look at churches like businesses like a nybody else, 

they tend to say, oh, this is successful, this is n ot successful.  

And I was struck with I was looking at the scriptur e in Luke 15:10, 

it says:  In the same way I tell you there is rejoicing in th e 

presence of the angels of God over one sinner who r epents , and I 

thought here's something that we've been able to be  privileged to 

be part of and I'm not going to kind of give you al l the details 

because they're not ready at this point to be given , but there's 

something that's taking place where the angels in h eaven are 

stopping and rejoicing.  Now that may not look like  much here on 

earth, in fact it doesn't look like anything here o n earth but it 

is huge, it 's gigantic, and it all stems from praye r.  I've said 

right from the start, this church would not be here  -- we've been 

here for 25 years.  The only reason we are here is because of 

prayer.  And that is a huge, huge part, and as we'r e looking 

forward to where we're going next, that has to be a  huge part of 

what this church has to be or it will not survive.  We can't 

compete.  We're too little.  We have to occupy the place that God 

wants us to occupy and occupy it to the very best o f our ability 
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and we can't do that without prayer.  

And so I'm putting in a plug once again for corpora te prayer and I 

know there's a lot of folks that are taking it in d ifferent ways 

and I think it's wonderful if you are praying, that 's a wonderful 

thing, but I have to tell you I have a confession t o make.  At one 

point when Pastor Papaf was here, it would have tak en some -- some 

extra work but they said, hey, you know, we could g et him to come 

to the prayer meeting.  And I know Pastor Papaf and  I've been there 

at their church in India, and I know that it 's not uncommon for him 

to have over a hundred people praying all night for  us.  And I 

thought he's going to come here, he's going to see two people, 

three people, and I'm going to be ashamed, and I do n't want that.  

So I said, no, why don't we just skip it.  And so I 'm not -- am I 

trying to lay guilt on you?  A little bit.  But thi s is what I was 

thinking to myself, you know, if people said, you k now, I'll come 

to prayer meeting once a month and people just kind  of rotated 

through that, we would quintuple the amount of peop le who are 

praying and it wouldn't be that great a burden to s ay, yeah, I can 

do that twelve times a year.  And so yeah, I am lay ing a little bit 

of a guilt trip on you folks.  And look, I understa nd that there's 

prayer that's taking place that's not corporate, bu t there's 

something unique, something special about gathering  together and 

saying we here are praying as part of the body for the body.  And 
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I 'm so thankful that the elders, we get it, we pray  corporately for 

every one of you, we pray through the entire list o f every single 

person that comes here because we recognize that th at's incredibly 

important.  

And so what I hear, what I sense God is trying to s ay to us as we 

are venturing forth into this new direction is don' t forget prayer, 

don't forget what got you here, don't forget what k eeps you here, 

because if you forget that, you can have all kinds of successes and 

it won't amount to a hill of beans.  And so what I' m asking for 

this morning is not just prayer at home, corporate prayer which I 

appreciate but maybe think about can you make it ma ybe once a month 

for corporate prayer just to encourage the folks th at are there?  

Let's pray. 

Father, I just want to thank you for this church.  I just thank you 

for this church is directly result of the grand wom en at the very 

beginning who held us up in prayer constantly and I 'm reminded of 

that constantly, and I thank you for that.  And I j ust continue to 

pray, Lord, as we venture into areas where we could  make all kinds 

of mistakes, we could do things backwards or upside  down or in a 

way that offends folks and we don't have the wisdom , we don't have 

the ability, we don't have the skill set on our own  to be able to 

pull this off, but you do.  You have all the wisdom  we need and 
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it's waiting for us and it's available to us throug h prayer.  And 

so I pray, Lord, for us as a body, that we would re -energize 

ourselves at this notion of the importance of praye r.  And I pray 

this in Jesus' name.  Amen.  
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