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1 Corinthians 15:3-4  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4  And that he was buried, and that 
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 
 
John 19:31 The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not 
remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) 
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.   
 

The same who falsely accused Jesus and had him put to death were the same who were 
concerned about violating the Mosaic law. 

 

Deuteronomy 21:22-23  And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he 
be to be put to death, and thou hang him on a tree:  23  His body shall not remain 
all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he 
that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God 
giveth thee for an inheritance. 

 
But their insistence upon adherence to the Mosaic law was fulfilling the law.  

 
Galatians 3:13  Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

 

John 19:32-34  Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which 
was crucified with him.  33  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs:  34  But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
forthwith came there out blood and water.   
 

In order to confirm that the crucified were dead after breaking their legs, the soldiers pierced 
through the side of each to the lungs and heart to ensure their death. Jesus had been dead for 
some time and yet what flowed out of his side was pure blood and pure water. 
 

John 19:35-36  And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he 
saith true, that ye might believe.  36  For these things were done, that the scripture should be 
fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.   
 

Exodus 12:46b  (see also Numbers 9:12) neither shall ye break a bone thereof. 

 
Psalms 34:19-20  Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth 
him out of them all.  20  He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. 

 
John 19:37  And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they 
pierced. 
 

Zechariah 12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only 
son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 
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40  There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene 
(“Mary called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils” Luke 8:2), and Mary the mother 
of James the less and of Joses (“his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Cleophas” John 
19:25), and Salome (“the mother of Zebedee's children” Matthew 27:56);  41  (Who also, 
when he was in Galilee, followed him, and ministered unto him;) and many other 
women which came up with him unto Jerusalem.   
 
Many of these women had followed Jesus on foot from Galilee to Jerusalem which is a distance 
of around 80 miles. Scripture reveals that Jesus is no respecter of gender. Some of Jesus’ most 
powerful and poignant actions in his ministry involve his interactions with women. None are 
disrespectful. None are demeaning. Jesus set the example for us and it is a false religion that 
diminishes either gender. These women “ministered unto him” while he ministered unto others 
and that is a great testimony to their use of the gifts that God gave them. 
 
42  And now when the even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the 
day before the sabbath,   
 
It is Friday evening now and the sabbath day is about to begin. That sabbath was “an high day” 
according to John for it was still part of the Passover feasts. 
 
43  Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the 
kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of 
Jesus.   
 

Matthew 27:57-58a  When the even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, 
named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus' disciple:  58  He went to Pilate, and begged the 
body of Jesus.  
 
Luke 23:50-52  And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a 
good man, and a just:  51  (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of 
them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of 
God.  52  This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. 

 
John 19:38a  And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly 
for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus:  

 
Joseph was a lawyer, probably a member of the Sanhedrin, and was “rich”, “good”, and “just”, 
but had not openly declared his faith in Jesus as the Christ because he feared what the Jews 
might do to him. Seeing the love of God displayed by Jesus on the cross, and witnessing the 
miracles that accompanied it, he no longer feared what men might do to him. He knew Jesus 
was his king by faith. 
 

1 John 4:18  There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath 
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 

 
44  And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead.   
 
Pilate had difficulty believing that Jesus had died in the short time since his crucifixion because 
it was not uncommon for death by crucifixion to take days rather than hours.  
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45  And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph.   
 

Matthew 27:58b Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 
 

John 19:38b and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus. 
 
The same centurion that had proclaimed that Jesus was truly the son of God provided his 
testimony of the events to Pilate, who, knowing the Jewish law regarding the hanging upon the 
sabbath and the handling of the bodies of the executed, gave permission to Joseph to take the 
body and prepare it for burial. 
 
46  And he bought fine linen, and took him down, and wrapped him in the linen, 
and laid him in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a stone unto 
the door of the sepulchre.   
 
This also took place that the scripture might be fulfilled. 
 

Isaiah 53:9  And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

 
Joseph wrapped the body of Jesus in linen and took it to the tomb. The tomb was cut from the 
rock and had a single entrance which led into a court where additional preparations were made. 
When the preparations had a been made, the body was moved to niches cut into the rock around 
the court. As Joseph brought the body into the tomb, he was joined by another disciple of Jesus. 
 

John 19:39-42  And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, 
and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an hundred pound weight.  40  Then took they 
the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, as the manner of the Jews 
is to bury.  41  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a 
new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.  42  There laid they Jesus therefore because of 
the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand. 

 
All of these things were done in haste as the preparation day was nearly ended. 
 
47  And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses beheld where he was laid. 
 

Luke 23:55-56  And the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed after, and 
beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid.  56  And they returned, and prepared 
spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the commandment. 

 
As the women had been witnesses of Jesus’ ministry from Galilee to Jerusalem, so they would 
continue to be critical witnesses to the history of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. No 
apostle is present. All of them, except John, had fled from the scene after the betrayal. Even 
Peter was nowhere to be found after being convicted of his denial. But, the two unlikely converts 
and the two faithful women are the witnesses of and caretakers at his burial. And yet, there were 
others who were concerned with it, but for different reasons. 
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Matthew 27:62-66  Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation, the 
chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate,  63  Saying, Sir, we remember that that 
deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days I will rise again.  64  Command 
therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by 
night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error 
shall be worse than the first.  65  Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your way, make it as 
sure as ye can.  66  So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and 
setting a watch. 

 
And where is the soul and spirit of Jesus? Not in hell as some creeds state. 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:7  Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it. 
 

Luke 23:43  And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise. 

 
What is the purpose of Jesus’ body laying in the tomb from Friday to Sunday? 

 
John 12:23-24  And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man 
should be glorified.  24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

 
1. To prove he was truly dead as witnessed by the centurion, Pilate, Joseph and 

Nicodemus, and the women. 
2. To prove he was truly resurrected from death, having been wrapped, laid, sealed, and 

guarded in the tomb. 
3. To make baptism a real symbol of and a perfect proclamation of his death, burial, 

and resurrection. 
4. To cast out the fear of death and burial from our hearts because those things are 

followed by resurrection. 
5. To give hope of eternal life after death. 

 
1 Corinthians 15:19  If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable. 
 
  


