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I. Is there not a cause? (A life that is given to a God-given cause is a life worth living) 

 

 A. Ezekiel: A God-called man with a God-given cause (that became a wife-giving cause) 

Eze 3:4  And he said unto me, Son of man, go...and speak with my words unto them... 

Eze 3:7  But the house of Israel will not hearken unto thee... 

 

Eze 24:16  Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine eyes with a stroke: yet 

neither shalt thou mourn nor weep, neither shall thy tears run down.  

Eze 24:17  Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, bind the tire of thine head upon 

thee, and put on thy shoes upon thy feet, and cover not thy lips, and eat not the bread of 

men.  

Eze 24:18  So I spake unto the people in the morning: and at even my wife died; and I did in 

the morning as I was commanded.  

Eze 24:19  And the people said unto me, Wilt thou not tell us what these things are to us, that 

thou doest so?  

Eze 24:20  Then I answered them, The word of the LORD came unto me, saying,  

Eze 24:21  Speak unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will profane my 

sanctuary, the excellency of your strength, the desire of your eyes, and that which your soul 

pitieth; and your sons and your daughters whom ye have left shall fall by the sword.  

Eze 24:22  And ye shall do as I have done: ye shall not cover your lips, nor eat the bread of 

men.  

Eze 24:23  And your tires shall be upon your heads, and your shoes upon your feet: ye shall 

not mourn nor weep; but ye shall pine away for your iniquities, and mourn one toward 

another.  

Eze 24:24  Thus Ezekiel is unto you a sign: according to all that he hath done shall ye do: and 

when this cometh, ye shall know that I am the Lord GOD.  



 

 B. Peter: A God-called man with a God-given cause (that became a life-giving cause) 

Mar 10:28  ...Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we have left all, and have followed thee.  

Mar 10:29  And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no man that hath left 

house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my 

sake, and the gospel's,  

Mar 10:30  But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and 

sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come 

eternal life.  

 

Joh 21:18  ...when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird 

thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not.  

Joh 21:19  This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And when he had 

spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.  

 

Act 12:2  And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.  

Act 12:3  And...he proceeded further to take Peter also...  

 

2Pe 1:14  Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ 

hath shewed me.  

 

 C. Jesus: A God-given man with two God-given causes (that became life-giving causes) 

Joh 12:27  Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but 

for this cause came I unto this hour.  

 

Joh 18:37  ...Jesus answered...for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness 

unto the truth.  

 

II. In a world full of vanity—Christians have the God-given opportunity of ‘causes’ 

 

 A. Preaching and preserving the true gospel is a God-given cause for the church 

2Ti 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I 

know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 

committed unto him against that day.  

 

 B. Responding to the preached word of truth is a God-given cause for the church 

1Th 2:13  For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the 

word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 

truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.  

 

 C. Picturing Jesus to the world is a God-given cause for the family 

Eph 5:31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his 

wife, and they two shall be one flesh.  

Eph 5:32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.  

 

 D. Continuing in the cause of Christ is a God-given cause for the Christian 



2Co 4:16  For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward 

man is renewed day by day.  

 

III. Preaching the true gospel of the grace of Jesus Christ is a God-given ‘church-cause’ 

 

 A. God’s cause for God’s  church: Be the supporter and foundation of God’s truth 

1Ti 3:15  ...the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 

the truth.  

 

 B. Paul’s admonition to Timothy—And to all preachers—And to the church 

2Ti 1:7  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound 

mind.  

2Ti 1:8  Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: 

but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God;  

2Ti 1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but 

according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

world began,  

2Ti 1:10  But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 

abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the gospel:  

2Ti 1:11  Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.  

2Ti 1:12  For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I 

know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 

committed unto him against that day.  

2Ti 1:13  Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 

which is in Christ Jesus.  

2Ti 1:14  That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which 

dwelleth in us.  

 

 B. Paul’s further admonition to Timothy—And to all preachers—And to the church 

2Ti 4:2  Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 

longsuffering and doctrine.  

2Ti 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own 

lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;  

2Ti 4:4  And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 

 

 C. Paul’s sense of urgency about preaching the truth of the grace of Christ 

Gal 1:6  I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ 

unto another gospel:  

Gal 1:7  Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel 

of Christ.  

Gal 1:8  But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 

which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.  

Gal 1:9  As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you 

than that ye have received, let him be accursed.  

Gal 1:10  For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased 

men, I should not be the servant of Christ.  



Gal 1:11  But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after 

man.  

Gal 1:12  For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

2Co 11:3  But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so 

your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  

2Co 11:4  For if he that cometh preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye 

receive another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not 

accepted, ye might well bear with him.  

 

 D. Paul’s words to the elders in Ephesus—And to all preachers—And to the church 

Act 20:27  For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.  

Act 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with 

his own blood.  

Act 20:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, 

not sparing the flock.  

Act 20:30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

disciples after them.  

 

 E. Other Bible warnings about those who would corrupt the truth 

Mat 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they 

are ravening wolves.  

 

2Pe 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 

teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 

that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  

2Pe 2:2  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth 

shall be evil spoken of.  

 

1Jn 4:1  Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into the world.  

 

 F. The church’s perpetual cause: To preach & preserve the truth of the grace of Jesus 

Mat 16:18  …upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.  

 

1Ti 3:15  ...the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of 

the truth.  

 

Act 17:11  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word 

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.  

 

 


