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KJV – Genesis 22:8-14 

 

“The LORD Provides” 

      Our last lesson brought us up to Genesis chapter twenty-two and verse eight. This evening we 
will begin again in verse eight. Some often ask why God would ask Abraham to perform human 
sacrifice of his only son. This was a practice of the heathen nations that God would later clearly 
condemn as stated in Leviticus 20:1-5. 
 
     God did not want young Isaac to die, but he wanted Abraham to sacrifice Isaac in his heart so that 
it would be clear to Abraham that he loved God even more then he loved his promised and long 
awaited son. God was testing Abraham to strengthen his faith and character and deepen his 
commitment to Him. And no time in this event should the Sovereignty of God be questioned 
because the test was not for the benefit of the LORD, but for the benefit of Abraham for the glory of 
the LORD. 
 
     We have in tonight’s lesson four main parts: 
 

1. The Christ of the Sacrifice – Genesis 22:8 
2. The Challenge of Sacrifice – Genesis 22:9-10 
3. The Change of the Sacrifice – Genesis 22:11-13 
4. The Calling of the place of Sacrifice – Genesis 22:14 

     Our story progresses with Abraham arising early in the morning to heed the commandment of 
God and his faith was a little stronger. To him making a three day journey with his son to the place 
of the appointed sacrifice with faith even now a little stronger. The typology of it all should not be 
missed here. One cannot help think of our LORD on His way to the place of sacrifice. He also took all 
that was needed to do the will of God. “A body hast thou prepared for Me.”  Just as our LORD and 
Saviour had indicated that He must go to Jerusalem and there be killed, only to rise on the third day, 
even so, Abraham manifested the uttermost faith in God when he had told the servants at the foot of 
the hill that he and the lad “will go” and “come again.” 

     The total confidence of Abraham manifested itself in his courage to do that which God had 
commanded; to sacrifice his only son that he loved. Abraham’s obedience is seen in bringing the 
necessary requirements for the proper sacrifice, the wood, the fire, the knife and his son; his only 
son; his only son in whom he loved. 

     Another wonderful picture of the love of God toward a fallen and depraved human race is that 
 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 
the world through him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. 
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Genesis 22:8 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of 
them together. 

     All things having been made ready, Abraham is resolved to complete his mission. The 
proceedings elicit the curiosity of young Isaac, who realizes that all the implements necessary for 
the burnt offering are present on the way up the hill with the exception of the lamb.  

     This leads to the question of where is the lamb that brings about Abraham’s faithful and 
confident response of: My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering. Through this 
difficult experience, Abraham strengthened his commitment to obey God. He also learned about a 
Sovereign God’s ability to provide. 

Genesis 22:9-10 

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 

     Abraham’s preparations to offer his son as the sacrifice could not have placed his faith in God in 
any sharper focus. It is here that his total and complete trust in his God is manifested as stated in 
Hebrews. 

Hebrews 11:17-19 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, 

18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 

19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him 
in a figure. 

     Abraham again proved his love by his willingness to give back to God his son of promise, Isaac, 
whom he had miraculously received because of his faith. It would take an even greater miracle for 
them to replace Isaac by natural means. He trusted in God for a resurrection of this promised son. 

     His only begotten son, seeing here even in Hebrews as another typology and picture of the 
Saviour to come is given. Isaac was not the only son of Abraham there was also Ishmael through 
Hagar. The term refers to someone who is unique, one of a kind. Isaac was the only begotten son of 
Abraham through God’s Sovereign Promise.  

     Believing that God’s promise regarding Isaac was unconditional, Abraham came to the realization 
that God would fulfill that promise even if it required raising Isaac from the dead. He received this 
in a figure or type, which is the same Hebrew word used for the basis for our English word parable.  
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     Abraham received Isaac back in a figure or type from the dead, as it were, even though Isaac had 
not even been slain, this is how his faith had grown and matured. 

Genesis 22:11 

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, 
Here am I. 

     A change to the sacrifice was about to take place. The Angel of the LORD called out to him from 
Heaven, this was none other than the LORD Jesus Christ right on time as always.  

     This was not a rare occurrence for Abraham; we see how this voice has called out to him many 
times before. Abraham knew this voice, and he responded back with Here am I. 

Genesis 22:12 

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

     Test number nine; Abraham had been through eight different tests in the past since his call 
around forty to forty-two years ago. Five of these tests he had passed while three of them resulted 
in failure.  

     However God does not give up on those whom He has chosen and called. He will work all things 
according to His good pleasure after the counsel of His own will. This final test Abraham passed; 
now Abraham knew the strength of his own faith and trust in his God.  

     This leads up to the official change of the sacrifice that is due to the call of God from Heaven. 
Abraham is charged not to complete the sacrifice of Isaac that resulted in removing him from the 
altar and replacing him with a substitutionary atonement.  

Genesis 22:13 

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his 
son. 

     It is here that the idea of substitutionary atonement is introduced which would find its complete 
fulfillment in the death of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

     Notice the parallel between the ram offered on the altar as a substitute for Isaac and as Jesus 
offered on the cross as a substitute for us. God stopped Abraham from sacrificing Isaac and he 
spared Abraham’s son yet God did not spare His only begotten Son Jesus from dying on the cross. 

     If Christ would have lived and not drank the cup of death of God’s wrath for sin then the rest of 
mankind would have died. God sent his only begotten Son to die for us so that we could be spared 
from the second death and receive eternal life through Christ Jesus.  
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Genesis 22:14 

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the 
LORD it shall be seen. 

     This becomes one of the greatest types of substitutionary atonement to be found in the Bible. 
That ram is sacrificed in the place of Isaac. Christ is condemned and Barabbas goes free. Our sins 
are punished on Him the LORD Jesus Christ as the substitutionary atonement and we are freed both 
from the guilt and the penalty of sin.  

     Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh which means “The LORD Provides.” Just as 
He has provided for us life in Him through His death, burial and resurrection. 

Romans 8:1-4 

1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: 

4 That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit. 

 

 

 

 


