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Open your copy of God's word this morning to the 14th  Psalm. Getting back to the basics, 
getting back to the fundamentals of the Gospel, we need to understand if we do this, we 
have to go all the way back and realize who we are and why there is such a great 
necessity and such a great need for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Last week, the 
message was called "A Trinitarian Gospel," or a Trinitarian work in that God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, all three working together for your salvation. In 
order for a person to be moved to go open the refrigerator or to make them a sandwich or 
to sit down or even go through the drive-through, they must be made to know that they're 
hungry. You're not going to go unless you're an old traditional Baptist, you're not going 
to eat just to eat, all right? You're going to have to eat because you're hungry. In order for
a person to seek out a drink of water, they're going to have to be made to know that 
they're thirsty. Well, this concept also applies to someone who is lost. In order for a 
person to be saved, they must know that they're lost. In order for a person to seek out a 
Savior by the work of God, they must have the knowledge that they are in need of a 
Savior.

Psalm 14 is seven short verses written 1,000 years before the Lord Jesus Christ was born, 
and David here in this Psalm, this is a Psalm of David and he's telling us here our state 
before grace. The Gospel is so very important. Jesus said in John 12:32, he said, "If I be 
lifted up, I will draw all men unto me." He said this signifying what death he should die, 
however, we need to understand something, that does have a dual application in the sense
that when the Gospel is preached, the name of Christ is lifted up and his effectual work 
through and by his Spirit can begin to draw sinners in to him. That's the means of 
salvation. But in order for one to be able to understand the Gospel and his holiness and 
everything that they are in need of, they must be made to know who they are outside of 
the grace of God.

Now there's a common misconception within fundamental, conservative, Christian, 
evangelical churches today that they want to teach, just bear with me this morning, they 
want to teach that there's a spark of goodness in man to make him want to choose God. 
Now I was taught that my whole life. "Oh, just turn it over to the Lord." How can I when 
I'm in total enmity with God? "Just trust in him in your spirit." How can I when my spirit 
is dead? He is a spirit and he must be worshiped in spirit and in truth. Well, the 
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unregenerate man's spirit is dead. How can he worship a God who is a spirit when he is 
spiritually dead? There must be life brought to that spirit before he can begin to 
fellowship with God. This is our state before the Gospel. This is our state before the grace
of God and his effectual work and David tells us right here 1,000 years before Jesus is 
even born.

Look at verse 1 of Psalm 14.

1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they 
have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 2 The LORD 
looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were 
any that did understand, and seek God. 3 They are all gone aside, they are 
all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one.

One thousand years before Jesus is even born, David, the psalmist, is teaching the 
doctrine of total depravity or total inability on mankind, not in the sense that you're 
totally depraved, you're as bad off as you can be, but my friend, you are totally touched 
by sin in everything that you are: your nature, your will, your soul, your spirit, your flesh.
Every capacity of your humanity is totally touched by sin.

3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none
that doeth good, no, not one. 4 Have all the workers of iniquity no 
knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the 
LORD. 5 There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the 
righteous. 6 Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD 
is his refuge. 7 Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! 
when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 

That, my friend, is humanity before grace. That, my friend, is who we were before the 
Spirit of the living God breathed life into us and made us spiritually alive so that we 
could recognize that there is a spiritual God. He's a living being. He is holy. He is just. 
He is righteous and we must throw ourselves at his mercies. All the good works in this 
world would not clean you up and make you a fit subject for the kingdom of God but 
Christ did the work. Christ finished everything. What God demands, God provides. He's 
never going to ask anything of you that you cannot give or that he will not offer and give 
to you freely that you can give.

Psalm 14 shows the depravity of mankind in that who we are, let me tell you what, before
God's grace breathed life into you, there was no good in you. Me too. I am unclean. I am 
yet undone. I am a man of filth and sin and vile, but by the grace of God, he breathed life 
into me and he brought me into the family of God. Let's give him the glory for it this 
morning, all right? Let's not pat ourselves on the back, for no man to think more highly of
himself than he ought, for it is God who has dealt every man a measure of faith, Romans 
12:3. It's not your faith that caused you to believe. That faith was gifted to you by the 
living God. In your heart, you had already declared there is no God. Why did you declare 
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that? You say, "I never said that, Brother Doug." You didn't believe in him and you didn't
worship him, you've declared him to not exist. You said, "I don't want to have anything to
do with him. I'm going to wait until some more convenient season. I'm going to put it off 
until I get a little older." Folks, you haven't put it off, you've said no. "Today is the day of
salvation. If you hear my voice," God said, "harden not your heart. Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden," and Jesus said, "I will give you rest."

You've got to be made to know you're thirsty before you're going to ask for a drink of 
water. You've got to be made to know you're hungry before you're going to go open up 
the refrigerator and stare at that for 20 minutes, and then have mama yell at you, "Close 
the refrigerator door!" Dad used to get so aggravated with me, Brother Bill, I wouldn't 
know what I wanted to eat, I'd just go in there and just look. That's the way the lost man 
is, he don't know what he wants. He just goes and looks like a big dead dummy because 
that's what he is. He looks at the baloney and the cheese, some leftovers from a couple of 
days ago. Oh, he looks at that pie in there and he opens up the freezer and checks out the 
ice cream. He don't know what he wants because he's spiritually dead. He's constantly 
trying to fill the void down inside of him from his dead spirit who's trying everything in 
the world, he'll stand there and stare and he'll reach in and what will he do? He'll grab 
him something to drink but it ain't living water. It's the wrong kind. You say, "Brother 
Doug, do you drink?" Amen, I drink, I just switched fountains, praise God. Praise the 
Lord. God birthed that in me. God caused that in me because one day he brought this 
dead man to life and all of a sudden, Ted, I was looking at it, I knew what it was and, 
bless God, I knew what I wanted. 

Where could I go but to the Lord. "Peter, disciples, who do they say that I am?" "Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God." "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, flesh and blood 
hath not revealed this unto you but my Father which is in heaven hath shown you." Oh, 
and when he said these words, he spoke unto them and said, "Is this a hard saying? Do 
you believe?" And there were many that turned around and walked with him no more and
he looked at the 12 and said, "Will you also go away?" And Peter said, "Thou hast the 
words of eternal life." Do you know what he said in layman's terms? "Where could I go, 
oh, where could I go seeking a refuge for my soul? Where could I go but to the Lord?" 
I've been made to know who I am now. I'm a sinner outside of the grace of God. I'm 
spiritually bankrupt. I can do nothing but throw myself at the mercies of the living God.

You've got to be made to know you're thirsty for you're going to ask for a drink. You've 
got to be made to know you're hungry before you pull out that loaf of bread and that good
old baloney and make you a good old baloney sandwich. You're not just going to eat it 
because you want it, because you don't want it until you know you're hungry. Folks, that 
is who we were before God's grace did a work in us. 

You say, "I wasn't that bad." But really, really, you weren't that bad. Well, I'll admit it, I 
was worse off than you was. Psalm 51:5, David said, "Don't turn there." I'm going to go 
through these quickly. David writes about our goodness, our so-called goodness. He said 
in Psalm 51:5, he said, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother 
conceive me." The oldest book in the Bible deals about your state before the grace of God
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breathed life into you and it says in the book of Job, man that is born of woman is a few 
days and full of trouble. Few days. You no more than get out on your own and let the 
clay dry behind the ears and you'll get yourself in trouble every single time. You say, 
"Well, that says man. I'm a woman." Hey, that applies to little boys and little girls, amen, 
because we're all of the seed of Adam and what we lost in the first Adam, oh my 
goodness, we can go to the second Adam, Christ, the perfect God-man and what we lost 
in Adam we can get back plus a whole lot more in Christ.

Job 25:4 says, "How then can man be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is 
born of a woman?" You think you can clean yourself up and come to God? Well, Psalm  
14 says the Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men to see if there were 
any that did understand and seek God, and there was none. No, not one. Jeremiah the 
prophet said this, he asked the question, the rhetorical question because he has got an 
obvious answer, "Can an Ethiopian change his skin? Can a leopard change his spots? And
may ye also do good that are accustomed to do evil?" Do you know why? Because before
God breathed life into you, you loved darkness rather than light.

You say, "I wasn't that bad." Really? Really? Okay, one sin or 100 sins, it doesn't matter. 
If a state of unbelief, you will suffer the wrath of God. God did not save me from hell, 
God saved me from himself. His wrath was aimed straight at me. He looked down to see 
if there was any that understood or any that seek after God and he couldn't find a one. So 
God said in his plan, "I must take the initiative if I want to save." Why? Because 
salvation is of the Lord. Jeremiah says, "The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked, who can know it?" My friend, Adam failed in the garden. Amen, did 
he fall? What did the Lord say, what happened that day? "In the day that thou be thereof, 
thou shalt surely die." And Adam failed. No, he didn't trip and just slide, Brother Ted, he 
fell. How far did he fall? He fell all the way down. Spiritually dead. He died the moment 
he partook of that fruit in defiance of the living God that formed him out of the dirt and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. Adam walked with God. Adam got to talk 
with God just like you and me are talking and you're seeing me right now, and Adam still
willfully disobeyed and he fell that day. Oh, he did more than just waiting to die 930 
years later, he fell spiritually, a total enemy of a sovereign God. 

And is there anybody here from another planet? Some of y'all might think I am at times. 
Don't worry, I think the same thing about you at times. But is anybody here from another 
planet? Everybody here is a sojourner on planet earth, right? So all of those living, as 
Genesis tells us, living with a soul is born of Eve because she is the mother of all living. 
So that means our father going way way way way way way way way way way back was 
who? Adam. So when Adam fell, what did that mean for us? That means we were born 
fallen. Do you understand that? We were born fallen.

Turn to Romans 5. Look at verse 12 of Romans 5. Romans 5:12, the Apostle Paul writes, 
he said, "Wherefore, as by one man," who is that one man? Adam. "For by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin." Uh-oh, by one man sin entered into the world 
and death by sin. Not just physical death because it is once appointed unto amen to die 
and after this the judgment, but spiritual death. You see, we, mankind is a trichotomy. 
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Triangle, three sides. We are a trichotomy, that means we have a soul, a body, and a 
spirit, but before God breathes life into you, your spirit is dead. Why? "Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned." Physical death, it's coming. You're not going to be able to delay 
it. You're not going to be able to postpone it. You're not going to be able to say, "Oh, 
hold on a minute, Lord. Let me say this one last prayer." No, when he comes for you, do 
you know what? It doesn't even knock, it just bursts the door down and it claims 
whatever is his. But let me tell you this, we have, what we've lost in Adam we have 
gained a victory through Christ.

Let's keep reading here. "For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed 
when there is no law. Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses." Do you see that?
From Adam all the way to Moses there was a curse of death, a physical death that one 
day would come but spiritual death because in sin and in iniquity did your mother 
conceive you. Your heart is deceitfully wicked above all and who can know it? Can you 
change the color of your skin or can a leopard change his spots? Then who are you to 
think that on your own you can do good who is accustomed to do evil because you love 
darkness rather than light? Why? Because that sin was passed to you from Adam. That 
death was passed to you from our father Adam.

"Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned 
after the similitude of Adam's transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come." 
Verse 15, "But not as the offence, so also is the free gift." Now we're getting into some 
reconciliation here. We're getting into some salvation talk here because what we lost in 
Adam, my friend, if you place your trust in the person and in the finished work of Christ, 
you'll get back so much more that will pay interest for all of eternity. Woo! 

"But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be 
dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus 
Christ, hath abounded unto many." Woo, my goodness. Adam messed up, Adam fell, he 
didn't trip over the rug and sprain his ankle, he fell so far down he was dead, and then 
along came Doug, October 1, 1970 when I was born, I was dead, spiritually dead.

"And not as it was by one that sinned, so the free gift: for the judgment was by one to 
condemnation, but the free gift is of many offences unto justification. For if," listen to 
this, "For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive 
abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus 
Christ." You were dead, folks. I was dead. Does a dead man, does a dead man do 
anything? Like the old valley of dry bones, could they get up on their own? Like that 
baby who was left in its own blood, in its own waste with the umbilical cord still hanging
from it in the ditch line? And Christ walked by and he pointed to that baby and he said, 
"Live." Oh, and that baby lived. Like he told Ezekiel the prophet standing before the 
valley of dry bones, he said, "Preach to those bones. Preach to them." You want to go out 
and preach in a graveyard? Then all of a sudden what's going to happen? God breathed 
life into those dead bones and they stood upright and flesh began to form on them and 
sinews joined the bones together and they had a whole army, a whole remnant. But God 
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did the work because the bones were dead. The bones were dead because those bones 
were of the seed of Adam, and what we lost in Adam, my friend, oh, there is so much 
more we can gain in Christ.

Turn to Ephesians 2. Ephesians 2. Galatians, Ephesians. Look at Ephesians 2. I'm so tired
and so heartbroken over people. They get told that there's good in them. "Just pick 
yourself up by your bootstraps." I've seen them come to the altar and pray two and three 
times in one service and then the preacher rears back and says, "They just couldn't get 
through. They just couldn't get through." Oh no, my friend. You know, God is never – 
listen to me, just bear with me this morning. All right, you can hate me if you want to. I 
hope you love me. You don't have to like me but I'm going to tell you what the word of 
God says. God has never attempted to save anybody. Do you know that? Do you believe 
that this morning? If he tried to save you and you rejected him, then he's failed, then he's 
not God. God has never attempted to try to save anybody. When the effectual work of 
God's grace is poured out on the dead bones and upon that baby, every single time do you
know what we get? We get life. Jesus says, "I am the way. I am the truth. And I am the 
life." And he has to be the life-giver because he's the source of life.

Ephesians 2:1, "And you," that's me, that's me, all right? I was in the "you" at one time. 
Look at that what's in italics there, "hath he quickened," or and you he made alive, "who 
were dead in trespasses and sins." Why? Because at the moment he made you alive, you 
were dead, spiritually dead. Whom shall we send? Isaiah said, "Here am I, Lord. Send 
me." The Lord said, "Are you sure about that, Isaiah, because I'm going to send you to a 
people, they have ears but they cannot hear. They have eyes to see but they cannot see. 
Are you still sure about that, Isaiah?" "Here am I, Lord. Send me." Because Isaiah knew 
as long as God's tarrying, God's still saving, amen? "I'll go." I may preach to 100 and 
only one gets saved but do you know what? That one is worth everything to him. There is
more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner that comes to repentance than 99 just that need 
no repentance. Do you know why? Because you were dead and once you've been brought
to repentance, now you're alive. Because of the work of God and what he's done, because 
of the effectual call of God's grace through and by the preaching of the Gospel, because 
you were dead, he hath quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.

"Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
wrath, even as others." When I was outside of the grace of God before I got saved, the 
crosshairs of the sovereign sniper rifle of Almighty God was aimed right at me and I was 
an enemy of God.

Oh, but God. Oh, let's keep reading. "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins." How can a dead man pick  
himself up? How can a dead man come to life on his own? You see, America does not 
need revival, America needs regeneration. That's what America needs. Revival is for 
those who have already been made alive and regenerated. America does not need revival, 
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she needs a reformation and she needs regeneration. We need regeneration in the White 
House. We need regeneration in the Congress and in the Senate and, bless God, in the 
Supreme Court too. They don't need revival. Do you know why? They're enemies with 
God. They are spiritually dead. They need to be made alive. Preachers need to quit, stop 
telling stories and stop telling funny jokes from behind the pulpit, and stop trying to tickle
everybody's ear and make them feel good and pat them on the back and make them think 
that everything's going to be okay. They need to let people know that God looked down 
from heaven to see if there was any that doeth good and there was none. No, not one.

"But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we 
were dead in sins," hath made us alive, "hath quickened us together with Christ, by grace 
ye are saved." Grace. Grace. Wonderful grace. Greater than all my sin. Oh, when God 
pours grace into an old broken vessel. Buddy, I'm glad that I was made to know that I 
was broken. I'm glad I was made to know that I was tore up from the floor up. I had all 
the cracks and the holes and the dents and the bumps and bruises in me. My vessel 
couldn't even hold water. But bless God, he poured in grace and that sealed all those 
cracks, Ted. That sealed all those broken spots and then he poured in living water. Oh 
boy, I'm a vessel of grace, fit, being prepared for glory. For glory. "For those whom he 
foreknew, he did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, the firstborn 
among many brethren, and those whom he foreknew, those whom he predestinated he 
called, those whom he called he justified, and those whom he justified he glorified." Like 
Brother John brought up this morning in Sunday school lesson from Romans 8:28 all the 
way down to verse 39, it's all in the past tense because in the mind of God it's already 
happened. He will not change. He will not get mad at you and pout and withhold life 
from you because Jesus said, "He that believeth on me and believeth on he that has sent 
me is passed from death unto life and shall not come into condemnation."

I said something on the Saturday morning excerpt where I do pastor's thoughts on 
Saturday morning, and this just come to me, Brother Bill. People said, "Well, if they don't
live it, they'll lose it. If they don't live it, they'll lose it." I've got news for you, if you don't
live it, you never had nothing to live for, amen? If you don't live it, you never had 
anything to live for, you've never been introduced to the God of the Bible, you do not 
know the Jesus of the sovereign Creator of all of the universes, you do not know the 
Christ that gives life, because if you did, you would cry at his feet and beg for mercy 
because you've been made to know that you're a sinner outside of his grace, outside of his
goodness, outside of his love, and then when the world came by you one day and began 
to tempt you, you would cry with a loud vigorous roar, "Where could I go but to the 
Lord?" There is nothing for me to go back to, amen? The devil never done nothing for me
except bruise my body, scar my mind and my memories and leave bruises and cuts and 
scars and scrapes upon me, but what I lost in Adam, bless God, I gained through and by 
Jesus Christ and he said, "For I reckon," Paul said, "the sufferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared to the," what? "For those whom he foreknew, he also called, 
predestinated to be conformed to the image of his Son for those whom he called, he 
justified. For those whom he justified, he glorified. For * reckon the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared to the glory which shall be revealed in us."
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That used to be my favorite verse, Brother Bill, Romans 8:18. That verse got me through 
the desert. That verse got me through two tours in Iraq. That verse got me through six 
months in Bosnia when Milosevic was doing all the genocide over there. That verse got 
me through so much but there was a point and a time in my life, bless God, when God 
came near and he said, "Do you know what? We're going to go beyond the ABCs now." 
Bless God, my Spirit and my word is going to show you my sovereignty and I'm going to 
promote you 10 verses. You're going to move from Romans 8:18 to Romans 8:28, "For 
we know that all things work together for good to those that love God and to those who 
are the called according to his purpose." 

Oh, what joy. Oh, what peace. Oh, what satisfaction, joy unspeakable and full of glory in 
him because I know where I've been. I know where I come from. That'd be like you 
driving up in Eliot county somewhere, we know how it is there up around Bruin. You 
lose all signal buddy, you ain't got nothing. Only thing you've got is the good Lord 
watching over you. My old cell phone don't work, my Google maps goes out, GPS don't 
work, John. Nothing. Nothing. Don't know where I'm at. How am I going to stop and ask 
for directions to get somewhere if I don't know where I'm at? You'll get that after a while.
How are you going to make heaven your home or get to heaven if you don't know your 
starting point right now? "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God." God 
looked down to see if there's any good. No, not one. No, not one. 

That's a real familiar passage, isn't it, Psalm 14? It is to me. An old fellow by the name of 
the Apostle Paul, he quoted that. I'm gonna read this for you, you don't have to turn here, 
I'm going to read it for you right quick and then we'll move on. Paul said this, see if this 
sounds familiar? "What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before
proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; As it is written," boy, I like it 
when they do that, Brother Paul, "As it is written." Please pay attention. Why? Because 
Paul's preaching out of the Old Testament now. "As it is written, There is none righteous, 
no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God." 
What's he quoting, folks? He's quoting Psalm 14, the depravity of man. You think there 
was some good in you before God poured grace in? Think again. You want to pat 
yourself on the back and give yourself credit for it? Think again.

"But God, who is rich in mercy, wherewith his great love he loved us by grace, you're 
saved. There is none that understandeth. They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is 
an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under 
their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet are swift to shed 
blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not 
known: There is no fear of God before their eyes." That's Paul quoting David, the 
psalmist, just adding weight by the inspiration of God, the Holy Spirit, of what David 
said and then there are preachers that will stand up here and say, "Come on down. Say 
this prayer. Receive him today. Let him in." Let him in? "Let him save you." Really? Let 
him save you? Like the old coalminer from West Virginia, he told the reformed preacher 
over there in the Baptist Church, not the reformed preacher, the Arminian preacher, the 
Arminian preacher would say, "Why don't you let God save you? God wants to save you, 
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you just won't let him." Oh my goodness, that's hogwash. "God wants to save you, you 
just won't let him." And do you know what the old man told the preacher? He said, "Well,
if God won't let me, God won't save me because I won't let him, then God can't send me 
to hell because I'm not going to let him." Folks, let's not put limits on him. Let's not put 
limits on our God. The effectual call is given through and by the grace and the mercies of
God through and by his sovereign purpose of election and through and by what God has 
purposed and planned. 

And Jesus said, "All that the Father hath given me will come to me, and he that cometh 
unto me I will in no wise cast him out." You say, "Brother Doug, okay, you beating up on
me for the last 25-30 minutes. I know I'm dead. I know I'm lost. I know I need a Savior. 
What must I do to be saved?" Well, do you know what? Jesus didn't make it complicated,
did he? He never said, "Well, you're gonna have to come down and fill out a card and 
then the board of trustees and the board of elders is going to have to meet and they're 
gonna have to take you in by majority vote, and then you're gonna have to go get 
baptized so all your sins can get washed away." No. No, what's the purpose of the blood? 
The blood takes care of that, all right? The water of baptism is just. "Okay, Brother Doug,
you're saying there's none of that I have to do? Well then, what must I do to be saved?" 
Jesus said two things, just two things in Mark 1:15, he said, what? He said repent. Repent
and do what? And believe the Gospel. You say, "What is repent, Brother Doug? Is that 
me walking the aisle and saying a prayer?" No, it's not. If you want to, that's fine, more 
power to you. As a matter of fact, I welcome you to. I'll get down next to you and I'll pray
with you. But repentance is not walking the aisle and saying a prayer, repentance is 
making up your mind because your heart has been changed and say, "I am no longer 
going to live a lifestyle of sin. I'm going to turn to God from sin." 

Did you know why God said put the door of the tabernacle facing the east? God says, 
"Moses, you're going to build the tabernacle. Outside of it will be the garden, the prayer, 
of where they come and pray, but that will be the brazen altar and the laver where the 
priests will wash," and he said, "The door to the holy place will be facing the east." Well, 
what's to the west of Israel in the Promised Land? Nothing but sea. Nothing but the 
Mediterranean, Brother Bill. If I've got the tabernacle right here and just picture me, I'm a
map, I'm big enough for one, I'm a map, all right, and right here is the Mediterranean Sea,
right here is the temple, the tabernacle, right here is the rest of Asia. God said when you 
set up the tabernacle, you put the door facing the east because there's nothing back here 
but God, and God said, "When you approach me, you've got to turn your back to 
everything else to approach me." That's why the door had to be facing the east. You had 
to turn your back on the Hindu god, you had to turn your back on the Buddhist god, you 
had to turn your back on the Babylonian astrologers and the Egyptians and the Assyrians,
you had to turn your back to all that to come to God.

That's repentance. That's repentance, making up your mind but do you know what I'm 
gonna turn to God, making up your mind because of your changed heart to say, "Where 
could I go but to the Lord?" But oh, Jesus said there's one more thing that's gonna have to
be wrought and going to have to be done because justification is by faith and faith alone, 
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and Paul tells us in Romans 1:17, "As it is written, the just shall live by faith." And Jesus 
said, "Repent and believe the Gospel."

Now what is the Gospel? This is it, it's simple. It's so simple a child could understand it. 
"For he that made him to be sin for us who knew no sin, so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." I've heard that. Oh, I'm broken because I know I'm a 
sinner. The condemnation has set in. My heart has been broken and now I'm beginning to
mourn for my sin because I know I have offended a holy God. I have turned my back on 
sin and now I'm approaching him in full faith and full assurance that he was my 
substitute, that he died for my sins, and on that third and appointed morning, he rose 
victorious, victor over death, and now because he lives, I can live also. Let me tell you 
what, you may be 40, you may be 30, you may be 20, it doesn't matter, you have never 
lived, you have never started living until you step out of the flesh and walk the paths of 
grace. You have never started living, friends, you don't even know what life is, you don't 
even know what joy is, you don't even know what peace is, because for those 10 years 
from the age of 18 to the age of 28, I had a deep dark void inside of me. I tried every way
in the world to fill it and I'm glad I'm not a Catholic because I'd have to confess all of 
them, but he knows about them. And do you know what? I came to the point one day, 
Brother T-Tom, where I agreed with God and said, "Lord, I'm undone. I am unclean. 
Lord, save me." Woo, I believe the Gospel. I believe in the death, the burial and the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. I know he bore my sin. I know he bore my iniquities and that
just breaks my heart knowing that my continued lifestyle of sin offends him because of 
what he's done for me. So there come a point in my life when I become steadfastly 
minded in the act of repentance and repentance is not just a one-time act, it's every single 
day of your life. It's a way of life.

Faith and repentance and that old dead man, that's exactly what he is, he's dead. He's gone
now. Put off the flesh by the circumcision made without hands. Do you know why? "For 
he has made him to be sin for us who knew no sin so that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." Now when the Father looks down at me, do you know 
what he sees? He sees the blood. Do you know what he sees? He sees the righteousness 
of Jeremiah 23:6, Jehovah Tsidkenu, he sees his Son. When he looks at me, John, he sees 
Christ. He sees Christ. He sees the righteousness, perfect holiness. He sees the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

"For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him." Passed over by the wrath of Almighty God. God's 
crosshairs of his wrath is not aimed at me anymore. Oh, but I've been made to know that 
I'm blessed of the Father and I've received all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies.

Do you know why I have not? Do you know why you have not? Probably because we ask
not, amen? Probably because we ask not. I think that's going to be our second biggest 
surprise when we get to heaven, Brother Bill, all the things we could have had if we'd 
only asked for it, all the things if we'd only trusted in him and stopped trying to fix 
everything ourselves. You know, of course you all know what our greatest surprise is 
going to be, don't you? Who made it and who didn't. I believe that's going to be our 
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greatest surprise. "My goodness, I never thought to see old So-and-so up here." Well, 
thank God it ain't by works, it ain't by debt, it's by grace, and greater is he that's in me 
than he that is in the world. Yeah, I'm gonna stumble, I'm gonna fall and I'm gonna fail 
but, bless God, God said he'd take me through all the way to the end because of what 
Jesus did, not because of what I did. He lived the life that I couldn't live and he died the 
death that I should have died and now my faith is in him and him alone. My faith is not in
my works this morning, my faith is not in my preaching this morning, my faith is not in a 
prayer, it's not getting dunked in a waterhole, my faith is in the person of Jesus Christ, his
finished work.

Passed from death unto life. In closing, let's go over this. This is what Jesus said, he said, 
"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming," the hour is coming, future 
tense, "and now is," present tense, this is in John 5:25, "when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall live." The dead. "Now, Brother Doug, 
you said dead men can't hear." Well, they were dead but they were quickened in their 
trespasses and sins and God made them alive and now what happens? Jesus calls them 
and he said, "I am the good shepherd. I call my own sheep by name." And do you know 
what else he said?Listen to me.  Do you know what else he said? He said, "and they hear 
me." Oh, did he stop there? He said, "No, they follow me." You claiming Christ today 
and you're not following him? You're not sheep. That's the bottom line, folks, you're not 
sheep. If you don't have a desire in your heart to follow the God of your salvation, you 
have yet to be made a sheep, been made to know that you were a sheep.

Folks, that's cut and dry, all right? You don't hit a Mack truck going 55 miles an hour on 
Route 60 head-on and not walk away from it and know what you've done. Be a changed 
experience. You cannot hit the sovereign God head-on and walk away being the same old
person. You're going to be changed because any man be in Christ, he is a new creation. 
Old things are passed away and behold all things have become new.

So if you're following after him, if you're being obedient to him, if you have a desire in 
your heart to serve him, you can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that you belong to 
him because he said this in John 15:13-19, "Greater love hath no man than this," now 
listen to this, this is important, "that a man lay down his life for his friends." That's what 
Jesus said he did now, right? Did he not say in John 10, "I am the good shepherd. I call 
my own sheep by name and they hear me." And what else do they do? The sheep hear 
and then the sheep follow. 

Like the old Turkish man in the forties, he was over in Israel, this was before Israel 
actually was restored, this is pre-World War I, and the man was the shepherd, okay, and 
the night, Brother Bill, the night hit and he fell asleep, he had all his sheep in the flock 
out there grazing and there was about four Turkish soldiers came across three hills and 
they came into that man's flock while he was asleep and they took all of his sheep, and 
the corralled them out real quiet, it was four against one, folks, four against one. That old 
man never had a chance. Those four Turkish soldiers stole that man's sheep and those 
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sheep, Brother Bill, went with those Turks and they crossed down into the next valley, up
over the next hill, Brother John, they crossed down into the next valley and they were on 
the second hill and the old shepherd woke up, the old shepherd woke up and he saw his 
sheep leaving. What do you think he did? Do you think he picked up his little 1903 
Springfield 30.06 rifle and chase after those four men? No, he stood right there on the top
of the hill and he went, "Hoo! Hoo!" You say, "What in the world is that?" He was 
calling his sheep. His sheep knew his voice. They knew, "Hoo," his call. John, do you 
know what them sheep did two mountains over? Every one of them turned around and 
they ran straight back to the shepherd. That's what happens when God pours grace, that's 
what happens when God pours grace into a broken vessel. You may be three hills over, 
you may be 12 valleys down, you may be down at the bottom of the lake or in the bottom
of the ocean like Jonah was, but when the good shepherd calls, you'll come and you'll 
follow.

"Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends." Listen, 
"Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. Henceforth I call you not 
servants," Jesus said no more, he said you're not a servant, you're a friend, "for the 
servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends." Jesus said, "I'm 
going to tell you what my plans are. It's all recorded right here." Do you want to know 
about it? Turn to the last chapter. Turn to the back of the book and read about it. Jesus 
said, "Hey, you're in me, I'm in you, in the end we win. In the end we win."

"Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I
have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known 
unto you. You have not chosen me," Jesus said, "but I have chosen you, and I have  
ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: 
that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. These things I 
command you, that ye love one another. If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love his own: but because 
you are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world," well, that's some strong
language there, isn't it? That's some strong sovereign talk right there. Folks, that's Jesus 
talking. He said, "I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you."

There was one time the world loved me but I said in my heart, "There is no God." There 
is no God and I was corrupt and I'd done abominable works and there's none that doeth 
good. No, not one. And the Lord looked down from heaven upon the children of men to 
see if there were any that did understand and seek God. They were all, we were all just, 
you, I, outside of grace, all going aside and altogether become filthy and unprofitable. 
There is none that doeth good. No, not one.

Oh, but God who is rich in mercy for his great love wherewith he loved us, by grace, by 
grace ye are saved, made to know that I have a shepherd that loves me; made to know 
that I have a Master and a Lord that will take care of me; made, these blind eyes were 
made to see and these ears were made to hear and I heard him call me one day and I 
turned to God from sin in faith believing in repentance. Jesus said this, he said, "Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are heavy-laden and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

Page 12 of 13



upon you and learn of me for I am meek and lowly in heart and you shall find rest for 
your souls for my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 

My friend, has God made you feel that today? Have you been changed from the inside 
out? Have you purposed in your heart that, "I will serve God. I will serve Christ." Have 
you turned to God from sin? 

I want to close with this and say it is not a hard thing – listen to me – it is not a hard thing
to obey God but it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. You 
remember that.

Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we come to you this morning, Lord, knowing what we were, knowing 
who we were outside of your grace, Lord, knowing that there was no good in us, Lord, 
and we are today, Lord, what we are by your grace and your tender loving mercies and, 
Lord, may we never forget that, Lord. May we constantly be reminded in a total state of 
repentance, Lord, of who we are and who we were outside of your grace. May we never 
think more highly of ourselves than what we ought, Lord, but be brought in humility and 
meekness to know that salvation is of the Lord. May the Gospel be passionate in our life, 
Lord, for we know it is the power of God unto salvation to whosoever believeth, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. May we, Lord, as your people, get a stronger burden and
a stronger desire in our heart to read your word, to study your word, to serve you and to 
spread the Gospel, the means of salvation. And Lord God, I pray today, Lord, that if 
there is one here that does not know you as the sovereign Lord, as King, as Savior, as 
their Kyrios, Lord, that if it please thee to do so, Lord, today would be the day that you 
look upon that baby in its own filth and its own flesh, in its own blood, and command it to
live. Today, Lord, if it please thee to do so, I pray that today by the preaching of your 
word, by the preaching of the Gospel, today would be the day that you call that sheep 
into the fold. Lord God, for of you, through you, and to you, be all things, Lord, and to 
you be the glory. Lord, we have done all that we could do, Lord. It is in your hands now, 
Lord Jesus, and to you be the glory. In Jesus' name. Amen.
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