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1 John 5:10  He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave
of his Son.

Rom 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

Gal 4:6  And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts,
crying, Abba, Father.

I. The word “witness” speaks of evidence given, record, report, or testimony.

A. When the soul has found peace in Christ there is observable evidence.
B. The anxieties of mind because of sin and love of this world are removed and it is

at peace.
1. There is just a calm assurance that all will be well with you, and God will

take care of you.
2. The desire and love for the material and carnal things of this world

evaporate and are replaced with a desire for knowledge of the spiritual and
eternal things of God.

C. The cares of life have lost their place as the priorities of life.
1. So we are no longer anxious about them as we were before.

D. There is a new view of God, heaven, and eternity, which has come about as a
result of faith in Christ.
1. They are realities rather than dreams and imaginations and ideas that other

people have.
2. Confusion is gone, and the search for the truth about God and salvation

stops when you have found it.
3. The search becomes about how to apply and share the truth of God we

now know.
E. Death has been disarmed of its terrors for those who have real saving faith in

Christ.
1. Though we do not seek death, we no longer fear it because of the sure

knowledge we have of what follows it for us.
2. The longer we live in this world as a Christian, the more we look forward

to crossing over into eternity to be with Christ.
F. The Gospel has become the greatest influence on the heart, affections, life, and

mind.
1. The life becomes about God instead of about self.
2. Everything we think and do and plan is brought under the light of God’s

Word for examination first.
3. We no longer esteem ourselves as the judge and king of our life.
4. These evidences will be visible in the life of a true believer in Christ.

II. The fruit of the Spirit is evidence.

A. It is not always by some inner persuasion, new revelation of truth, or inspiration,
but by real evidence.



Gal 5:22-24  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.

B. If a man has these, then he has evidence of the witnessing of God’s Spirit with his
spirit.

C. If a man doesn’t have these things then he has no evidence, or reason to believe
that the Spirit of God is witnessing to his spirit that he is a child of God.

D. These things exist in our state of mind, as well as in our outward practice.
1. If they don’t then we have no assurance that we are children of God.
2. In other words, you cannot just practice the fruit of the Spirit by outward

acts – it is the state of your mind and spirit before it is manifested
outwardly.

E. It is visible to other people when we try to fake the fruit of the Spirit, or we try to
conform to it in order to make others believe we have it.
1. If it is really the fruit of the Spirit it will be the natural habit of our mind

and not just outward words and acts that we do on purpose to convince
ourselves and others that we are under the influence of the Spirit of God.

F. It is truly a great day when we wake up for the first time with the knowledge that
we are right with God and have been accepted in the beloved.


