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Romans 11:1-7 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 70 

Introduction: 
 

     Romans chapter number 11, we will deal with the question that might help to clear up an 
issue of Covenant Theology; Is God done with Israel. In addition, if so, has the Church 
replaced Israel? This section of Scripture clears up this issue with no ambiguity what so ever. 
Because this lesson text will end with the Sovereign source of Salvation, through divine 
election which was determined long before there even was an Israel.   
 
Romans 11:1-7 
 
1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 
 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 
 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men,  
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal. 
 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work. 
 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded.1 
 

 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
1 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:1-7. 
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     One of the greatest theological studies one can ever undertake is the complex study of the 
Sovereignty of God. Such a study bring one to a high, honorable and holy view of Almighty 
God. It will bring questions of the finite man to light that can only be answered by the 
authority of the Scripture. It shows us who God truly is, Sovereign, Omnipotent and Almighty.  
 
     When we study the Bible, what we must conclude is that it is not possible for finite, sinful 
man to outsmart, to out will, to out choose or to defeat the Sovereignty of God. Man’s will can 
never ever overtake God’s will. 
 

     Isaiah writes: ‘Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am 
God, and there is none like me, 10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.’2 

     Daniel writes: ‘And at the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, 
and mine understanding returned unto me. And I blessed the Most High, and I praised and 
honored Him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His Kingdom 
is from generation to generation. 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; 
and He doeth according to His will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth. And none can stay His hand or say unto Him, ‘What doest Thou?’’3 

     God’s will shall prosper! We must understand that God has the power to prevent or permit 
things. His power ordains and controls whatsoever shall come to pass. God Sovereign control 
determines and directs such events and actions and there is nothing mortal men can do to 
beat His Divine Sovereignty.  

     As we come to Romans chapter eleven, Paul continues to build on the point that he last 
stated in Romans 10:21 ‘But to Israel he says: “All day long I have stretched out My hands To 
a disobedient and contrary people.”’4 Israel had rebelled against the grace of God. Preachers 
had went to Israel again and again proclaiming the message of grace and truth, but Israel 
rejected and refused to heed to the call of the gospel.  

     With the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, God’s hardening of Israel and the Gentiles 
being saved, it might to some appear that God is finished with Israel. Is this the case? Are all 
His promises to Israel to be voided out because a of change of plan, due to the fact Israel 
rejected the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah?  

__________________________________________ 
2 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Isaiah 46:9-10. 
 
3 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible Publishers), 
Daniel 4:34-35. 
 
4 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), Romans 10:21. 
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     Israel’s present condition is of no surprise to God, it is perfectly consistent with the 
Sovereign plan and program of the Lord God.  
 
Romans 11:1 
 
1 I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of the seed 
of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.5 
 
     Paul opens this chapter with the question, asking if God has cast away His people, meaning 
the nation of Israel.  John MacArthur writes: ‘To thrust away from oneself. The form of the 
question in the Greek text expects a negative answer. Despite Israel’s disobedience (9:1-13; 
10:14-21), God hath not rejected His people.’6 The Apostle Paul defiantly clears up the 
answer to this rhetorical by his next two statements: 
 
The proof by direct statement: 
 
1. Has God rejected His people? ‘May it never be!’7  Paul is saying here that there is no 

possible way. Because far more is at stake here then just the fate of Israel. But if this be 
the case, now the faithfulness of God is in question.  – And God forbid, may it never be! 

 
The proof by direct example: 
 
2. Has God rejected His people? ‘For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the 

tribe of Benjamin.’8 Paul second statement here proves that God has not rejected or 
forsaken Israel, because Paul himself was an Israelite. – Paul is saying here that I am living 
proof and God’s plan for the Jews is still in effect. 

 
1. God has not rejected Israel: 

 
 Paul is living proof of this fact, and Paul always credits God for his salvation. Nothing at all 
to do with the fact Paul was a Jew, and Paul will explain that with fact number two in the very 
next verse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
5 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:1. 
 
6 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
 
7 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 11:1d. 
 
8 Ibid., Romans 11:1e-g. 
 
9 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:2a. 
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Romans 11:2a 
 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew.9 
 
     The argument here is that God is not about to cancel His elective purposes when all of His 
promises are rooted in His Sovereign foreordination as represented here by our word 
‘foreknew.’ The basic idea behind the foreknowledge of God is not Him looking forward to 
see what is going to happen, but His foreknowledge because of His predetermined counsel 
of foreordination.  
 
     MacArthur states that Israel’s disobedience does in no way nullify God’s predetermined 
love relationship with Israel10 because the plan for Israel is not dependent upon Israel’s 
faithfulness; however, it is solely controlled by God’s faithfulness. God will not, or cannot go 
back on His divine elective purposes. He will be faithful to the end because that is part of the 
immutable character and nature of Almighty God.  
 

2. God’s love of Israel in Foreknowledge: 
 
     God foreknew, fore loved, foreordained Israel, even though He knew of her rebellion 
against Him. Yet He did so, regardless because this was His prerogative of Divine Sovereignty.      
The Lord said in Isaiah, ‘For Jacob my servant's sake, and Israel mine elect, I have even called 
thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.’11 God speaks 
concerning His own elect, ‘I will go before thee, and make the crooked places straight: I will 
break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in sunder the bars of iron: And I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret places, that thou mayest know that I, 
the LORD, which call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel.12 Regardless of Israel’s actions, 
God is always faithful concerning His chosen.  

     Foreknowledge ‘reaches back to the Old Testament, where the word “know” emphasizes 
God’s special choice of, or covenantal affection for His people.’13 The word foreknowledge in 
the New Testament is used interchangeably with the word ‘foreordination.’ This is none 
other than God’s elective love toward His own. ‘You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth; therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities.’14 

__________________________________________ 
10 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
 
11 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Isaiah 45:4. 
 
12 Ibid., Isaiah 45:2-3. 
 
13 ESV Study Bible – Commentary Notes, (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001), 2171. 
 
14 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Amos 3:2. 
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Romans 11:2-4 
 
2 God hath not cast away his people which he foreknew. Wot ye not what the scripture saith of 
Elias? how he maketh intercession to God against Israel saying, 
 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged down thine altars; and I am left alone, and 
they seek my life. 
 

4 But what saith the answer of God unto him? I have reserved to myself seven thousand men,  
who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal.15 
 

3. Example through Elijah’s Experience: 
 
     This illustration which Paul uses where, comes from I Kings 19:9-18.  Elijah has just 
defeated the 450 prophets of Baal. He is in fear for his life from Jezebel and Ahab, thinking 
he is the only faithful man of God left alive; Elijah hides in a cave, depressed and wanting to 
die.  
 
     Elijah thought he was the only one left who was faithful to the Word of God. However, God 
reminded him in the midst of his pity party that: ‘Yet will I leave me seven thousand in Israel, 
all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.’ 16 

 

     God said to Elijah, I have 7,000 Israelites still faithful, reserved for Me. The point is that 
even in a time when it appeared as though God’s program was down to just one man, God’s 
plan was still working according to His Sovereign will. God was demonstrating to Elijah, and 
Paul was using this Old Testament illustration to prove that God always has a remnant. 
 
Romans 11:5 
 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace. 
 

4. Example through the Remnant of Grace: 
 
     Now Paul applies that previous illustration with Elijah. Paul says like it was then, so it is 
now, there is still and always a remnant according to the election of grace. It is not based off 
of their faithfulness, but that of God. MacArthur writes; ‘Although the nation of Israel had 
rejected Christ, thousands of individual Jews had come to faith in Him, because they were the 
true Israel, the remnant according to the election of Grace.’17 God’s remnant was chosen by 
God, the promises concerning them were made by God. He did not elect His remnant based 
off of foreseen faith, nationally, or good works. However, His Sovereign choice was made 
solely based upon His grace and mercy. 
 

__________________________________________ 
15 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:2-4. 
 
16 American Standard Version, ASV Study Bible, (New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 1929), 1 Kings 19:18. 
 
17 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1681. 
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God’s Elective Choice – demonstrated in Israel: 
 

- Deuteronomy 7:7-9 ‘The LORD was devoted to you and chose you, not because you were 
more numerous than all peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But because 
the LORD loved you and kept the oath He swore to your fathers, He brought you out with 
a strong hand and redeemed you from the place of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. 9 Know that Yahweh your God is God, the faithful God who keeps His 
gracious covenant loyalty for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep 
His commands.’18 

 
God’s Elective Choice – demonstrated in Jacob and Esau: 

- Romans 9:11-13 ‘(for the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or 
evil, in order that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not by works, 
but by Him that calleth), 12 it was said unto her, “The elder shall serve the younger.” 
13 As it is written: “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.”19 

 
God’s Elective Choice – demonstrated in the New Testament Church: 
 

- Ephesians 1:11-12 ‘In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated 
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.’20 

 
God’s Elective Choice – demonstrated in all His Remnant: 
 

- 2 Timothy 1:9 ‘who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ 
Jesus before time began.’21 

 

Romans 11:5 
 

5 Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace.22 
 

     Point being – God will always have a remnant according to the election of grace. 
__________________________________________ 
18 Holman Christian Standard Bible, HCSB. (Nashville: Holman Bible Publishers, 2009) Deuteronomy 7:7-9. 
 
19 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 9:11-13. 
 
20 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Ephesians 1:11-
12. 
 
21 New King James Version, New King James Version Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing - Harper Collins, 
2012), 2 Timothy 1:9. 
 
22 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:5. 
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Romans 11:6 
 

6 And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.23 
 
     Now in verse six, the Apostle Paul wants to drive home the point. This key theological 
point that so many miss. It combats every system of made-man religion dealing with adding 
to the finished work of God for salvation.  
 

- One is not chosen – elected by works, but pure grace.  
- One is not called, saved – justified by works, but pure grace. 
- One is not kept – sanctified and made pure by works, but pure grace. 
- One will not be glorified by works, but pure grace. 

 
1) If one believes he is saved by God’s grace, then that eliminates the possibility of ever being 
saved by human works.  
 
2) If one believes he is saved by human works, then that eliminates the possibility of being 
saved by God’s grace.  
 
     ‘And if by grace, then is it no more of works: otherwise grace is no more grace. But if it be of 
works, then it is no more grace: otherwise work is no more work.’23 If any human works are 
added to salvation in any way, it is not God’s grace. This is simple mathematics - if the debt 
is entirely paid by God, then there is nothing left for us to pay and we are no longer obligated 
to pay anything.  
 
Romans 11:7 
 

7 What then? Israel hath not obtained that which he seeketh for; but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded.25 
 
     Now the original question, has God rejected Israel comes full circle. No, He has not. Yet the 
Jews (as a whole) have rejected Jesus as their Messiah, have they thwarted the plan of God? 
Absolutely not! Because now we are brought back to the source of our salvation through the 
election of grace.  
 

- Israel did not obtain what he seeketh for. 
- But the election hath obtained it. 

 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
23 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:6. 
 
24 Ibid. 
 

24 Ibid., Romans 11:7. 



8 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 
     God’s plan is going exactly as purposed. Man nor his will has messed anything up, and God 
is defiantly not finished with the Jewish people. Even though all of Israel has not excepted 
Christ. MacArthur writes: ‘Those whom God graciously had chosen (the election) they have 
in turn sought and found His righteousness.  
 

- And the rest were blinded! (Hardened). 
 
     Election marked His own, Christ redeemed His elect, the Gospel goes forth and the election 
of grace through regeneration changes the heart of man.  

     As it is written: ‘The LORD said unto my Lord, “Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine 
enemies Thy footstool.” 2 The LORD shall send the rod of Thy strength out of Zion. Rule Thou in 
the midst of Thine enemies! 3 Thy people shall be willing in the day of Thy power.’25 
 
     God is not finished with Israel, nor has He rejected them or abandoned them. Nevertheless, 
His people will be willing in the day of His power! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
25 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Psalm 110:1-3a. 
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