
Issues of Authority - John 9:24-34 8-8-21
Issues of authority. When you enter into a society that operates from a highly subjective 

mentality then you have a tension of the individual thinking they are the ultimate authority in 
determining what is true for them, what is right for them, what is just, what is good, what is 
moral, and it goes on. But while the individual thinks this, embedded in the need of every 
collective society is the need for authority within the functions of each society like educational 
systems, home structures, branches of government, church governments, and other areas that 
ripple out into life in a society. Every authority must have a standard. In any society that is run 
from a standard from a humanistic worldview, then there will be problems guaranteed. There will 
be problems, because there is no absolute authority above the human, no matter which way you 
look at it. Everything is governed and determined by the human in the final say so. This is the 
case in every society that does not honor the living God and live under His rule. 

If you break down life into the main sections of life then the question that must be asked 
in each one is, who is the ultimate authority, who governs it, having the final say so? In self-
government, which fuels everything else, who is your ultimate authority when it is just you as an 
individual? In home government, who is the ultimate authority within the home? In church 
government, who is the ultimate authority? What about in civil government? Here’s the answer, 
every area must have a theocratic rule. What is meant by theocratic? It means that in every area 
in how life is governed God is the One who rules with ultimate authority. And how He rules is 
first by His word and then if there is salvation existing then confirming His rule by His word is 
the work of the Holy Spirit within an individual who functions within that sphere of government 
with self-government as the foundation for the rest. 

So this is the fight in our sinfulness. It is the fight for authority. We don’t want to give up 
the authority that we think we have as sinful rebels against God, which is who we naturally are. 
This goes back to the Fall, “Did God really say?” So this fight plays out in so many different 
areas in life. It is the fight to obey God and His word when, by nature, what we want goes 
against God. This is why we need the Holy Spirit dwelling within us. He keeps us from doing the 
things that we want to do. So in every area of life God must rule supreme. There should be a 
theocratic rule. And every position of human authority that exists, as they do, are ordained by 
God and they are to function under the authority in which God has and are to function in 
honoring Him and how He governs, which is by His word. 

Take in the home, for example. God has appointed the husband to be the head of the 
household, but the husband is not the ultimate authority. How he leads his family as the head 
ought to be governed by God’s rule in him and over him. From there as the husband and wife are 
one flesh they are to lead the children in the ways of the Lord who is to be their ultimate 
authority as a couple and as individuals. But as I said earlier, if God’s authority is taken out and 
replaced by man, if man then tries to sit on God’s throne, in whatever sphere of life it is in, then 
there will be problems that exist. By definition chaos and disorder will exist. And these problems 
can happen on multiple levels with multiple levels of intensity and significance. 

Why do I say all this? It is because these Pharisees think they have the authority. Though 
they would give lip service to the authority of God and give God glory superficially, in reality, by 
distorting His law and by denying who the law points to, Jesus, they then are trying to sit on the 
throne as the authority. An authority position that only God can fill. And so as they attempt to sit 
on a throne of their own making, then if anyone questions their authority or stands up against it, 



the Pharisees have the final say as the ultimate authority in their distortion of God and His law as 
to what happens with those people who dare question them or go against them. So this is what 
we need to see overall, issues of authority, and belief, which drives this at the root, are embedded 
in every push against and in every denial of God and His truth. We will see this play out as we 
see the tension between the Pharisees and this man who was born blind, but who can now see, 
because of Jesus. So as we look at this passage today we examine the issues of authority 
regarding 1) the Pharisees and regarding 2) this man, as things unfold more. As we do this, we 
will pull out these issues of authority and 3) their application. 

So the Pharisees. First of all, how can we see that the issue of authority is driving much 
of this? One thing to think about is that these Jews, especially these Pharisees, were expecting 
the Messiah. And they knew that the Messiah would be a King. So when this King would come 
He would have an authority above all authorities. They knew that whoever would be the Christ 
would be a King, so authority is at play all throughout here. The great problem is, is that they 
think Jesus is a liar, an impostor and someone who is claiming to have an authority above theirs 
and increasingly so, but everything about this Jesus doesn’t fit their understanding of who this 
Messiah would be. He is no authority to them. They don’t know who He is and where He comes 
from. And where He comes from has a lot to do with whether they will honor someone’s 
authority or not. Where they think He comes from is definitely not a reputable place. Nothing 
good comes from where they think He comes from. Not helping matters is their self-
righteousness understanding of who they are by nature and by heritage and how they become 
right before God, which they think exists already in their own righteousness. So at the root, what 
they believe effects their views on the issue of authority. 

Out of this comes to the forefront how they distort the issues of authority. They question 
Jesus’ authority to do things on the Sabbath, because they believe themselves to be the authority 
on God’s law. They know what to do and what not to do on the Sabbath. They appeal to Moses, 
to Abraham, and they even attempt to show God honor, but they believe that by works of the law 
they are righteous before God, so therefore they have a strict code in following God’s law that is 
from a false foundation. Then they question the signs He is doing in particular. These are the 
particular actions visibly that validate that He is the Messiah, but they can’t see that and 
understand it. So the authority they think they have kicks in where they sit on the throne and 
judge what these signs mean and who it is that does them. They also put into serious question the 
authority in what Jesus has said. “Who is this person that speaks with such authority? Yet, He 
must want to glorify Himself,” they think. And let’s not forget that they know He is claiming to 
be God, but they are blind and wicked at heart, so they hate His supposed blasphemy and they 
hate Him. 

All this inner turmoil, corruption, and deceit is taken out on this man who was born blind. 
They tell this man what to do, for one. When they command him to “give glory to God” what 
they are saying is for him to denounce this man, Jesus. This man is to give Jesus no credit 
whatsoever for this miracle of making him see. They are the authority on the matter, so they tell 
him that they know Jesus is a sinner. So this man is to have the same reaction to Jesus in 
denouncing Him as they do. Notice something further though that brings light to how they feel 
about Jesus. All throughout this interaction these Pharisees never say Jesus’ name. He doesn’t get 
any level of respect from them. They also assert that they are disciples of Moses and to be a 
disciple of Jesus is to be in opposition to them, and to Moses, and therefore to God. With this 



point they revile this man. They sneer at him like they are showing their teeth at him as if they 
say, “Who do you think you are?” And this maliciousness they have for this man grows after he 
responds to them. In verse 34 we see more evidence that this is all about authority. They think, 
“He has the audacity to try and teach us?! How dare he?!” And their maliciousness is clear when 
we realize that when they say, “You were born in utter sin,” it is meant to be a stabbing insult. 
It’s not as if they are testifying to the truth about the universal sinful nature of every human 
being. It’s not even as if they are saying specifically that he was born blind, because he is the one 
that sinned or his parents were the sinners. They are going further in demeaning this man, 
because he is not one of them. He is a nobody, a sinner according to their belief system. They are 
righteous and he is a sinner who deserves to be shunned, denounced, and not listened to at all. He 
knows nothing and he has no authority. So then with all this, in their supposed authority, they 
cast him out as the marked outcast of the church and the society. 

Now, issues of authority regarding this man. Even though they assert an authority that 
they don’t have claim to at all in the first place and since they haven’t been called by God to be 
an authority for Him, but act as though they are, this man doesn’t give in, doesn’t cower, and 
doesn’t retreat. He doesn’t bow down to this Goliath who is mocking and taunting him. But 
going right through him, we need to realize that this Goliath is actually mocking and taunting the 
Lord of glory. They are reviling the true King of Israel. This man is just the tool, the knife, by 
which they can take stabs at Jesus Himself. This is where all the people of God must realize that 
all the attacks that they take on from others, because of their faith in Christ alone, they are 
actually attacks on Jesus Himself. The spiritual warfare that is the Christian life is not a war of 
people against people, and really it’s not against those who belong to God and those who belong 
to the devil. It is in reality a war of the devil attacking God. But Christ is the reigning King 
forever and no one can take His authority and defeat Him. 

Now this man, he claims no authority for himself, nor does he flaunt any authority he 
may have on any issue as if he had been given any authority. He claims that Jesus has authority 
and God has authority. He first claims that Jesus had an authority over what happened to him. He 
says, “One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” With this miracle that he 
attributes to Jesus he makes it known that Jesus had the authority to orchestrate and cause this 
miracle to happen. It was because of Jesus. He also claims that Jesus has authority in that He has 
disciples that follow Him. He is a teacher who has authority over His disciples. Both of these 
claims that Jesus has authority all come from the fact that this man believes that Jesus came from 
God and has been given authority by God over these things. This is true otherwise Jesus would 
not be able to do anything, especially making a man see who was born blind. This is what this 
man testifies to. He further believes that God listens to those who are close to Him and who do 
His will, therefore the authority that Jesus has, has been given to Him by God. He has yet to 
come to see Jesus for who He truly is, as the Messiah, the Christ, but this man has confidence in 
knowing that this man came from God with an authority from God. So where these Pharisees 
waiver a bit in saying that they don’t know where Jesus comes from, this man answers back in 
confidence that Jesus is from God. This man is not concerned with what town Jesus was born in. 
He sees the miracle that Jesus did and that’s what matters, which validates that He is from God. 
And soon his eyes will truly be opened, spiritually. In all reality, this man who is a common man 
with no standing in society, he already has surpassed and would further surpass the Pharisees’ 
understanding of God and His truth. These Pharisees knew that the Scriptures say that God spoke 



to Moses, but they don’t know that Scripture points them to this Jesus and Moses spoke about 
this Jesus who was in the midst. 

One more thing we need to see that has a large influence on these issues of authority is 
this man fearing God and not man as opposed to how his parents feared man. This is a great 
picture of God’s work in bringing someone under His authoritative care where they know which 
way is best to go no matter what may happen. This man recognizes the consequences of not 
bowing down to these unjust leaders and he is willing to pay the price of getting cast out and 
therefore becoming marked within society. Why was he cast out specifically again? He was 
compelled to testify about the work of Jesus in him as he faced a decision regarding the supposed 
authority of the Pharisees over him. This would effect his day to day life. He came to recognize 
that they had no authority, so his allegiance was to Jesus. This shows the cost of discipleship and 
the allegiance to Christ that believers have where everything in life is nothing compared to Him 
and if anything is at risk of being taken away, then so be it. We cling onto nothing in this world 
though there are many gifts and blessings that the Lord gives. But He is Lord, He is our life, He 
is our treasured possession. Regardless of what we may have to do or what may happen to us in 
this life, if we have Christ, then He is all we need. 

As we look further at this man we can see how this man shows that those who believe in 
Jesus do not stand on their own authority, but on God’s. He doesn’t claim any authority for 
himself, nor act like it, but shows that what he says authoritatively rests upon God’s authority. He 
has the ability and duty to say what he says, because of Jesus’ work for him and in him. This 
leads us into more pieces of application. All ambassadors of Christ, which is all Christians, have 
been given authority to speak truth about God. And they speak His truth in the face of the 
unfounded, imposed authority of man. This is to be the case whenever man tries to take that 
authoritative position in an unjust or unbiblical way and dishonors God and His word. The 
church and the people of God while out in society are to be the prophetic voice of God in the 
world. When I say prophetic I don’t mean explaining the visions, dreams, new revelations, and 
intuitions people have about events whether current or future. What I mean is that we are to tell 
people the truth, God’s truth, as it pertains to all the issues of life. Like the Prophets of the Old 
Testament, we are to let go of the burden that God has placed on us by letting the world know 
how man has sinned against God and how they can be reconciled to God in Jesus. We are to do 
so in specific areas where we see man denying and rebelling against God. We are to do this in 
many different ways whether the situation is different, whether the topic changes, or whether it is 
in how we explain the same truth in different circumstances, so that we can be clear. This is the 
obligation that Christians have that the Bible speaks of many times over. Yet, in our day, we are 
not filling that role, because either we don’t know that that role is ours or we don’t want to face 
the kickback that we will get or in fear of the current ungodly human authorities we don’t want 
to be cast out of life, society, or the stately and worldly influenced church like this man’s parents. 
We retreat in this while not having the true understanding and confidence in the One who said He 
would be with us, even to the end of the age. 

Another application to be brought out that we need to be aware of is that all attempts to 
be the authority when they way of that authority is not true, good, and just then it means that the 
authority that that person exerts does not actually exist and is not an authority to be listened to. 
Think about any authority figure today that speaks authoritatively, but is not speaking from a 
foundation of truth that is in agreement with God’s truth. With those who do this within the 



“church” it is then like these Pharisees who claim to speak and rule in God’s favor, but don’t. 
And with those who don’t profess any belief in God, but speak authoritatively on any issue of 
life, they, by the same token, have tried to rule from God’s throne by attempting to take Him off 
of it. That is the push of the humanistic worldview. Many public authorities, professing Christian 
or non, are coming from this place and many Christians need to start recognizing this. I heard not 
too long ago one governmental authority in Australia telling Australian people that they needed 
to listen to the government only. They should not listen to anyone else, and they made the 
“anyone” emphatically clear when it comes to what to do in this covid crisis. They were saying 
there was too much false information out there, so they were taking it upon themselves to be the 
authority on what is true and what is false and the Australian people were to not listen to anyone 
else, but them. This is really what’s been happening in this nation. But here, so far, it seems to be 
more subtle where it comes across as a denouncing or defaming of someone as some people try 
to undermine other people. 

All of this should bring us to see our need for God to rule supremely in and over all of 
our lives. If He does not then there is some other authority in His place, which will all ultimately 
be self. Self-rule with ourselves as the ultimate authority is what brought upon the fall of 
humanity in the first place. The enemy deceived us into thinking that we could be the authority 
as he said, “Did God really say?” It is in our nature to want to be the sovereign and attempt to fill 
that role. But it is not a role for us and we all know that in our conscience and if we were honest 
from our experience. We should easily be able to look at times in our life where we tried to be 
the authority and live according to our rule and we should be able to see how wrong we were. We 
should be able to see how we do such a bad job at being god. We should be able to see our 
failures and the disaster that ensues. But that’s just the problem, we don’t see this. We are like 
our parents in thinking that we can rule. We question, “Did God really say?” And from our own 
authority in thought and action we go our own way and do what is right in our own eyes. So we 
act under the deception that we have authority in the first place and that it originates in us. 

This is why our whole lives should exist under theocratic rule, God’s absolute rule as 
ultimate authority, in every sphere of government that exists, whether self-government, which is 
where it starts, then the home, the church, or the civil, and every sub-group underneath those. So 
the beautiful thing about this is that when the positions of authority that are given by God 
according to the function He has ordained in each of those spheres and their ultimate authority is 
God and His word, then each is existing the way it is supposed to. This rightly recognizes God as 
the supreme sovereign authority while maintaining the human authoritative structure the way He 
has ordered it and living that out humbly and biblically. We need to get a good handle on the 
need for this. And this is driven from our theology, which is to be biblical, balanced, and God-
glorifying. We ought to strive for this, because we understand the gospel of God’s sovereign 
grace in and through Jesus for sinners like you and me and all the implications that flow from 
that gospel for life. We are to understand this, because God has used that gospel by the work of 
His Spirit to change us from the inside out. And from there, from the close spheres of our lives 
and moving further out, His grace and lordship effects all of life. 

Think about this in light of this chapter. If God actually ruled in the hearts and minds of 
these Pharisees then this whole situation would be different. For one, they’d honor Jesus and be 
His disciples. Then two, they’d honor Jesus and His work on the Sabbath. Three, their leadership 
as Jewish leaders would be just and under the authority of God and His standard, not unjust 



according to themselves and their standard. Four, they would love their neighbor, this man who 
was born blind, they’d love him with his greatest need in mind. So if God ruled and they 
understood their position of authority that was given to them by God for His glory then they’d 
act accordingly. 

This is where we have to ask, is this happening in various areas of life today. If not, then 
what is the only way by which it could? Only by the power of God through the gospel by the 
sovereign work of the Holy Spirit can a rebel sinner come to submit to a new Master and be free 
where they walk in a newness of life. This newness of life effects all of life and increases overall 
in that way as we grow. So more and more we ought to be recognizing where we need to live 
under God’s authority. And the way in which He brings us there is by using His word as we are 
in His word to know He will for our lives. This is a great place to see evidence of spiritual life. 
This new life that springs forth is from the fountain of Christ who gave Himself up for sinners, 
so that we could come to life and live in obedience having been redeemed from all our 
lawlessness, so that now we are a people zealous for good works. You see how this subject of 
authority is so important and so widespread? In our day we must come to see God’s word in truth 
and in principle, so that we can connect it to all the specifics we will face. Let us be faithful and 
wise by God’s grace. 


