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Message #96                                                                                                                  Luke 20:1-8 

 

Years ago, in one of our ministries, there was a husband and wife who booked a vacation in  

the Bahamas.  They looked at brochures and decided to stay in a motel that really looked nice. 

This was before you could Google things and read reviews.  The brochure of this motel had 

many stars, supposedly saying it is a great motel.  The rooms looked luxurious; it had a weight 

room, a pool, a sauna and a hot tub whirlpool.  It looked first class.  

 

When the couple finally got to this motel, they discovered that what appeared in the brochure 

was not reality.  The lobby seemed dirty and dingy.  When they got to their room, the wife 

spotted a cockroach.  When they checked out the weight room, it was a bench with a barbell on 

it.  The sauna was a room that got some of its steam from the showers and the hot tub and pool 

were closed.  That husband and wife immediately demanded their money back and transferred to 

another motel. 

 

But in the process, they learned a very important lesson; some businesses and some people 

deceive others and are not really what they appear to be.  William Shakespeare once said,  

“A false face must hide what the false heart does know.”  Never is that more true than when it 

comes to spiritual things and one’s heart. 

 

There have always been those and there will always be those who Pharisaically advertise their 

spiritual condition.  There will always be those who wear a false mask of spirituality, pretending 

to be right with God, when deep in their hearts they know they are not.  Underneath this false 

face is a heart that is corrupt and evil.  It is a heart that is dirty and filled with deceit.  It is cold,  

it is hard, it is insensitive to the true word of God and Spirit of God. 

 

Now people can fool other people.  But no one will ever fool God.  During the days of Jesus 

Christ, the spiritual leaders of Israel fooled the majority of people.  They convinced the majority 

that they were truly in tune with God. 

 

They were making lots of money at their Temple business and they had an impressive religious 

resume that fooled just about everyone.  But they could not and did not fool Jesus Christ.  

When they came before Him, He saw right through them.  He saw them for what they really 

were and not what they pretended to be.  What we see in this powerful text recorded by Dr. 

Luke is this: 

 

RELIGIOUS PHONIES PRETEND TO BE THEOLOGICALLY INTELLIGENT AND 

FOOL THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE, BUT THEY NEVER FOOL JESUS CHRIST. 

 

Jesus Christ sees right through phony religious leaders who play a spiritual game of charades.  

When people go to church, they run into people who know the jargon and lingo.  They learn  

how to play the religious game and most people don’t spot their phoniness.  Jesus Christ does. 

 

There are five narrative facts we want to observe in this text: 
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NARRATIVE FACT #1 – In the final days of His life, Jesus Christ’s primary ministry was  

                                                preaching and teaching.  20:1a 
 

We are nearing the end of Christ’s life on this earth and we are in His final days and hours.  

What we find is Him focused on teaching and preaching God’s word.   

 

Now the words “teaching” and “preaching” indicate that He was giving very systematic 

instruction regarding the good news of what He was about to do to make it possible for sins to be 

washed away. 

 

Notice carefully He was in the Temple and He was teaching “the people,” literally “the laity.” 

He is aiming His teaching at the people, not the phony religious leaders. 

 

When we analyze the life of Jesus Christ, we cannot help but be mindful of the great emphasis 

He placed on teaching and preaching God’s word (Luke 4:16, 19, 31, 32; 5:1; 6:6; 8:1; 11:29).  

By virtue of the fact that we are looking at the final days of our Lord on earth, we easily see that 

He stayed focused on preaching and teaching God’s word.  Faith comes by hearing the word of 

God. 

 

Powerful men of God have ALWAYS recognized the importance of teaching and preaching 

God’s word.  In fact, the last charge Paul gave to Timothy was “Preach the word.”   

 

We are living in a time when the careful preaching and teaching of the word of God is being 

replaced by all kinds of religious gibberish and blather.  But it is the preaching and teaching of 

God’s word that pleases God and that is a true Christ-like ministry.  It is still the preaching and 

teaching of God’s word that unleashes the power of God. 

 

One of the greatest preachers to ever live was the preacher from England, Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon (1834-1892).  During the course of his ministry, it is said that he preached to over  

20 million people.  On October 7, 1857, he preached at the Crystal Palace in London to a 

congregation of 23,654.  It was the largest crowd ever assembled in history at that time.  Mr. 

Spurgeon was not a perfect man and had his share of struggles, which he readily admitted.  So 

what made him so powerful?   

 

Here is what he said: “I do not look for any other means of converting men beyond preaching.  

The moment the Church of God shall despise the pulpit, God will despise her.  It has been 

through the ministry of preaching that the Lord has always been pleased to revive and bless His 

churches.”   

 

It is a shameful disgrace that serious systematic teaching and preaching of God’s word is being 

replaced by concerts, movies, videos, plays, social issues, political campaigns, entertainment. 

In fact, some churches are even promoting stay at home for family time and they cancel Sunday 

night teaching and preaching of God’s word.   

 

It is no wonder that this world is filled with people who are Biblically and doctrinally illiterate. 
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A TRUE CHRIST-LIKE MINISTRY STAYS FOCUSED ON SYSTEMATICALLY 

TEACHING AND PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD.   
 

In the mind of God, nothing will ever replace this.  Christ, Himself was focused on this goal in 

His final days and hours on this earth. 

 

NARRATIVE FACT #2 – The religious leaders question the preaching and teaching 

                                                authority of Jesus Christ.  20:1b-2 
 

Jesus Christ was a powerful preacher and teacher, the most powerful to ever be on this earth.  His 

preaching and teaching were authoritative and He was not the average religious speaker sharing 

fluff.  Religious leaders realized that.  They were threatened by Him. 

 

They could not ignore Him and He is preaching and teaching in the Temple and people are 

listening to Him.  There were three specific groups of leaders named here who wanted to stop 

Him: 

 

1) The chief priests - those who were in charge of the Temple. 

 

2) The scribes - scholars in charge of instruction. 

 

3) The elders - those leaders in charge of ruling the people. 

 

Jesus Christ was impacting these people and they were losing control right in the Temple.  

Christ’s instruction had a power and authority to it and they had never heard anything like it. 

 

Now they were not about to sit quietly by, so they decided to challenge His authority.  So they 

went to Him and asked Him by what “authority” are you doing this?  They hadn’t given Him the 

authority to do this in the Temple, so who did?   

 

Jesus has just come into the Temple and started chasing people out of it and now He is teaching 

and the people are riveted by it.  So they want to know who is authorizing all of this. 

 

That word “authority” (exousia) is a key word of this section.  It is used two times in verse 2 and 

again in verse 8.  The word is one that suggests the liberty, power, freedom and right to do 

something at a ruling, magistrate level (G. Abbott-Smith, Greek Lexicon, pp. 161-162).   

 

These leaders are challenging the right, authority and freedom that Jesus had by walking into the 

Temple and powerfully preaching and teaching the word of God.   

 

The text says they “confronted” Christ.  That word indicates all three groups stood around Him 

and over Him (Ibid., pp.192)  As I understand the Greek here, they surrounded Him like a bunch 

of vultures and they publicly fire two questions at Him: 
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Question #1 - What kind of authority do you have?   

 

Now the implication of this first question is that you didn’t get your authority from us and we  

run things so what kind of authority do you have?   

 

You certainly have a different kind of authority than we have, so what is it?  Well Jesus is 

speaking with the authority of God, something they have never had nor ever will have. 

 

Question #2 - Who gave you this authority? 

 

They want to know who sanctions you?  Where is your diploma?  Who endorses you?  From 

what educational background do you come?  As Dr. Hendricksen said, “Show us your 

credentials.” 

 

These religious leaders are clearly attempting to attack Christ’s education in front of people.  

They are trying to downplay His ability and effectiveness by attacking His credentials.  They  

are trying to publicly discredit Him. 

 

When one preaches and teaches with the authority and power of God, there will be a ringing 

deep in the hearts and minds of the people of God.  There will be a supernatural stirring in the 

soul produced by the Holy Spirit. 

 

When that happens there will be a group of self-righteous, religious hypocrites that surface who 

will attack the true servant of God and they will try to question and discredit his ministry.  They 

cannot put their finger on the power and authority source, which is the power of God.  They have 

never experienced it and they cannot manipulate it. 

 

Some of the greatest men of God NEVER had any formal, theological education.  Jesus, Peter, 

James, and John.  Then there was Charles Spurgeon, D. L. Moody, C. I. Scofield and Lewis 

Sperry Chafer.  I have a letter in my office written by H. A. Ironside to Emil Elbe, who was my 

brother Tim’s father-in-law, Naomi’s father.  In that letter, H. A. Ironside said he was sending 

his book on the minor prophets.  I also have the very book Ironside sent to him.   

 

When we were in Pocatello, I had a man in our church who was in Chicago when H. A. Ironside 

pastored the church and he said on Sunday night if you did not get to the church ½ hour early, 

you did not get a seat.  Dr. Ironside wrote more than 80 books that are still in demand today.   

H. A. Ironside only went through the 8th grade.  Where did these men get their power?  Where 

did they get their authority?  They got it from God. 

 

NARRATIVE FACT #3 – Jesus Christ responds to the religious leaders.  20:3-4 

 

Jesus saw through these guys.  They were phonies.  They looked impressive to people, but He 

saw their dirty, filthy, scheming hearts. 
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He responded to them by firing a question right back at them.  He was a master at asking 

questions when facing some opponent (5:21/22-24; 5:33/34-39; 6:2/3-5; 11:15/17-22).   

This is a good tactic to remember when we find ourselves facing some religious Pharisee. 

 

Jesus decides to ask a question concerning His forerunner John.  John had not attempted to make 

friends with the leadership of Israel and he was hated by them (Matt. 3:7-10).  John actually 

called the Pharisees a “brood of vipers” (Matt. 3:7).  So Christ reminds them what John did.  

John came on the scene baptizing people in the Jordan and telling them to repent because the 

King was on earth and the Kingdom was at hand.  So what Jesus does is to take them back to 

John’s ministry and He asks them was His ministry “from heaven or men?”   

 

In other words, when John baptized for the remission of sins as a means of preparing the people 

for the coming of Jesus Christ, was his baptism authorized by God or by men (Luke 3:1-6)?  

Well the answer to that question is found in John 1:6: “There came a man sent from God, whose 

name was John.” 

 

The religious leaders did not like John and did not submit to John nor did they sanction John. 

They refused to listen to his instruction.  When Christ brings up John, these religious leaders 

know they did not give him authority.   

 

NARRATIVE FACT #4 – The religious leaders respond to the question of Jesus Christ.  20:5-7 

 

The religious leaders are in a real quagmire here.  They know they didn’t sanction John and they 

also know if they say God did it, they will lose the debate in front of all the people.  They knew 

most of these people loved John because he stood up against Herod and many of these people 

had been baptized by John. 

 

They know if they say John was from heaven, Jesus will say why didn’t you believe him.  If they 

say he is from men, the people would stone them because they knew the people believed John 

was a prophet.  These religious leaders were in a real bind here.  They are not about to concede 

the truth.  Their pride would not let them.  So they said, “they did not know.” 

 

Truth is they did know, but they would not submit to the truth.  They pleaded ignorance.  There 

was an old Greek scholar in the 1800’s, whose name was William Van Doren.  He made a very 

significant observation.  He said when people are confronted with spiritual truth, “thousands will 

say anything except we are wrong.” 

 

There will come a day when these leaders will face Jesus Christ again.  He will question them 

again.  Next time it will be too late.  Because the next time He will not question them with the 

truth, He will condemn them with the truth. 

 

NARRATIVE FACT #5 – Jesus Christ responds to the religious leaders.  20:8 

 

The Greek text is very emphatic here.  Jesus Christ specifically states “I” will not tell you. 
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Because you won’t admit the truth, I am not going to waste My time telling you the truth.  You 

want to play your religious games, I am done speaking to you.   

 

There is nothing worse than an arrogant, religious pride that refuses to admit the truth about self. 

 

We all are sinners and we need a cleansing we do not have and cannot earn.  That cleansing is 

found in one Person, Jesus Christ. 


