
I. INTRODUCTION
The book of Nahum describes Godʼs judgement against Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. 
Nineveh became the capital of the Assyrian Empire around 704 B.C.  The Assyrian 
empire dominated its region from 1362 B.C. to 612 B.C.

II. GOD IS A GOD WHO...
In the first chapter of the book of Nahum, the Holy Spirit inspired the prophet to reveal 
God as a God who:

a. is jealous
b. takes revenge against His adversaries
c. is furious
d. reserves His wrath for His enemies
e. is slow to anger
f. is great in power
g. will not pardon unrepentant sinners
h. controls all of nature (the storms and the seas, earthquakes, fires)
i. is over all people
j. is good
k. is a stronghold in the time of trouble
l. knows those who trust in Him

A. Not a God of Our Own Choosing
So many times, we Christians choose to ignore that God is a God of wrath.  We focus 
on Him being a deliverer, and on His dominant characteristic of love.  These are 
wonderful things to focus on because they are characteristics of God.  But God has 
revealed more of Himself to us than these alone.  We must recognize that Godʼs glory is 
revealed when any, some, or all of His attributes are on display. These include His 
anger, His judgement, and His condemnation of the wicked. - not just His love and His 
deliverance of people.

B. Selah
When earthquakes occur, when hurricanes assault our land and people perish, when 
forest fires devour thousands of acres of desirable land, when droughts plague states in 
our union and countries around the world, God announces in these first eight verses of 
Nahum that He causes them.  God paints a picture of Himself that we must pause and 
take in.  The word selah, which we see 71 times in the Psalms and three times in 
Habbakuk, is used after God presents a thought to us that He wants us to stop and 
consider.  Selah means to pause and calmly think about what was just said.  I think it 
permissible to suggest that we insert this word after Nahum 1:3 and again after Nahum 
1:6.  There is no intention on my part to add to the word of God;  it is my exhortation for 
us to pause for a moment and ponder this great God whom we serve.
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III. GODʼS WRATH IS UPON UNBELIEVERS
Verses 2 and 3 read,
1:2 God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; the 
LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.
1:3 The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: 
the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of 
his feet.
God is long-suffering and patient, but His anger does not abide forever.  John 3:36 tells 
us,
3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.
Do we really believe this?  What does it mean for Godʼs wrath to abide on a person, or 
even a nation?  These first few verses of Nahum give us a description.  God is long-
suffering.  But woe unto the person or nation or people who God sets Himself against. 
(See Nahum 2:13, 3:5) Many think it judgmental and cruel to present the possibility that 
God is showing His displeasure against people when tragedies occur.  When this was 
suggested as a reason for the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, Christian preachers who 
preached this were vilified.  When this was suggested as a possible reason for the 
earthquake that rocked Haiti in 2010, those who suggested it were labeled as 
uncompassionate.  But is this so?  As we view the natural catastrophes that have 
occurred in recent weeks, will we be considered stone-hearted, cruel, or bigoted if we 
bring into the discussion the possibility that a Holy God may be exercising His judgment 
and wrath against people?  Furthermore, is it offensive to say that God is glorified when 
His attribute of wrath is displayed?

A. Memories of September 11, 2001
As I am sure we are all aware, today is September 11, 2011 - the tenth anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks on American soil that claimed the lives of 2,977 innocent victims.  
Around my neighborhood in Hudson, New Hampshire, one family erects a memorial 
every single year in remembrance of a family member who perished that day.  That day 
changed American lives forever.  Much of our freedom has been removed.  Our sense 
of safety has greatly diminished.  We feel far less safe at home and when we travel 
abroad.

I mourn with those who lost friends and loved ones.  My brother-in-law did not perish 
and was not in the Twin Towers, but he was nearby in lower Manhattan.  He could not 
get home that night and slept in his office building.  My father saw the billows of smoke 
racing to overtake the sky.  My brother talks little of that day but expresses deep, 
enduring anger towards the perpetrators.  I lost no friends, but some of you may have 
known people who died on or by one of the four planes that were turned into bombs.  
People who I knew lost family members and friends.  Indeed, it is the darkest day in our 
countryʼs history with regards to terrorism.
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After the attacks, America launched its own offensive against the organizations (al 
Qaida and the Taliban) who its assailants.  These invasions have so far cost us 1,760+ 
American troops in Afghanistan and another 4,474 troops in Iraq.  Add these numbers 
up and the United States has suffered the deaths of more than 9,200 people due to the 
September 11th attacks.

Add to that those who have been maimed and who have been mentally scarred.  Add to 
that number those who have had to grow up without one or more parents.  The 
casualties to our country are quite large.

Are we uncompassionate, bigoted, hurtful or even evil if we suggest that that day was a 
judgment by God against a nation that has turned on its Creator?  Is it even more 
heartless to say that God was shown mighty and sovereign in the evil committed by 
others?  I will not answer that question directly.  Rather, I will leave it for you to consider 
throughout the rest of this message.

B. God Declares Himself to the World
Our triune God does nothing under the proverbial cloak of darkness; everything is done 
in the daylight.  For in so doing everything that He does, our good God is declaring 
Himself to the world.  Go back to the Exodus.  God said in Exodus 7:5...
7:5 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch forth mine hand 
upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them.
God said in Exodus 6:7,
6:7 And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the 
Egyptians.
Most of us have heard about the Exodus.  But do you remember what the ten plagues 
were that God inflicted upon the Egyptians?  They were:

1. Turning the rivers into blood (7:14-25)
2. Plague of frogs (8:1-14)
3. Plague of lice (8:16-19)
4. Swarms of flies (8:20-32)
5. Death of livestock by disease (9:1-7)
6. Plague of the Boils (9:8-12)
7. Plague of the hail and fire (9:18-26)
8. Plague of the locusts (10:3-15)
9. Plague of darkness (10:21-23)
10.Death of the first born (12:29-30)

God says very clearly in the verses that we just read that He used the plagues and the 
deliverance of His people to show both His people and all other nations that He is God.

God used disease, infestations, and natural disasters in order to judge the Egyptians.  
The Israelites who obeyed God were spared from the plagues.  However, the Israelites 
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who did not protect their livestock from the hail suffered through the deaths of their 
animals.  Those who did not cover their door-posts with blood suffered the deaths of 
their firstborn sons.  These were judgments against the disobedient and the non-
believing Jews that were among the people.

Do you think that God can and does use disease, infestations and natural disasters to 
show Himself both strong and sovereign to all people?  Do you believe that God does 
this today?

C. Shaking the Dust Off His Feet
God says in verse 2 that His wrath is reserved for His enemies.  He gives an example of 
how it is played out in verse three.  We see the storm clouds and cower as hurricanes 
approach, but God is behind them.  He stands above them, controlling them.  Clouds, 
even those storm clouds that bring destruction, are the dust of His feet.  This brings to 
mind Matthew 10:14, Mark 6:11, Luke 9:5 and 10:11, and Acts 13:51.  All of these 
verses are examples of people shaking the dust off of their feat as an act against those 
who have rejected the Gospel.  These storm clouds that wreak such havoc can be 
considered the act of the Almighty God shaking the dust off of His feat as an act against 
His adversaries.

D. Not All Disasters and Disease Due to Sin
The statement is not being made, however, that this is the cause for all storms and 
natural disasters.  The Bible makes no such claim.  Consider it similar to two people 
who Jesus healed: the man born blind in John 9 and the man who had been lame 38 
years in John 5.  In the first case, the Jesus gave the reason for the infirmity as God 
intending to do a work in this manʼs life so that He (God) would be glorified. The 
blindness was not due to sin at all.  In the second case, the man clearly was not born 
lame.  After healing the man, Jesus warned him not to continue in sin or else something 
worse would happen.  Therefore, we know that the manʼs infirmity was a judgment 
against him.  In both case, God was glorified in their infirmities.  In both cases, the 
infirmed were built up in God and were blessed by God.

Whereas it is fair and right to consider Godʼs message in times of trouble, we cannot 
categorically conclude it is a judgement against the sin of a particular people.  Going 
back to the Exodus, we have no reason to believe that God allowed the enslavement of 
the Hebrews as a judgement against them.  However, we do know that the persecution 
of Judah by the Assyrians was due to Judahʼs sin.  Whether trails and tribulations are 
due to sin or not, what we know for certain is that God is communicating with us to tell 
mankind to look to Him and to serve Him.  That message always stays the same.

E. Death Is Not the Greatest Concern
Godʼs greatness is what is being communicated.   Our relationship with God is what is 
being highlighted.  Luke 13 tells us about the atrocities suffered by some of the Jews at 
the hands of the Roman occupiers.
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13:1 There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
13:2 And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were 
sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things?
13:3 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
The tragedy in their deaths was not the manner in which they died nor the defilement of 
their corpses at the direction of Pilate.  The tragedy was that they were not saved.  

Jesus gives another example with the same point in verses Luke 13:4-5:
13:4 Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye 
that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem?
13:5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.
Jesus points out that our concern must be where we stand with Him, not when we die, 
the circumstances around our deaths, nor the manner in which we die.  The question 
we all must answer is the one Jesus posed to the disciples in Matthew 16:15 “...But 
whom say ye that I am?”

Do you believe on the name of the only begotten Son of the Father?  Have you 
repented and believed the good news that Christ has died for your sins and is raised 
again for your justification?  If the answer to these questions is “No”, donʼt worry about 
how you die, but be concerned about the eternal state of your soul.  Be concerned 
about spending an eternity in Hell, separated from God, in torment, because you have 
rejected the triune God.

IV. GOD OF THE EARTH
Earlier in the sermon, I mentioned that Selah means to pause and calmly think about 
what was just said.  I suggested to insert this word after verses 3 and 6.  Let us now 
examine verses Nahum 1:4-6.
1:4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan 
languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth.
1:5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his 
presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein.
1:6 Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him.
Numbers 32:33 is a pithy description of Bashan:
32:33 And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of 
Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon 
king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities 
thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the country round about.
God is thus declaring that He, even He, can dry up a rich, beautiful coastal city like 
Bashan.
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A. Jesus Is In Control
Hebrews 1:3a says of Jesus,
1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word of his power,...
Acts 17:28a says that every function of our being is dependent on Jesus Christ, 
whether we are followers of Him or His enemies.
17:28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being;...
Colossians 1 tells us this about Jesus:
1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 
and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by him, and for him:
1:17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

B. Inescapable Conclusion
If all things were created by Jesus... If Jesus upholds all things by the word of His 
power...    If all things are held together because of Jesus... Then - Jesus is responsible 
for the 2004 Indian Ocean Earthquake and Tsunami which claimed more than 230,000 
lives.  He is responsible for the 2010 Haitian Earthquake which the Hatian government 
estimates claimed more than 300,000 lives.  Jesus is responsible for Hurricane Katrina 
that devastated Louisiana and Mississippi and claimed almost 2,000 lives.  Indeed, 
Jesus is responsible for all other natural disasters throughout history.

Nahum 1:4 did not just talk about Bashan; it also mentioned the flower of Lebanon.  
With regards to Lebanon, 2 Kings 19:23 reads,
19:23 By thy messengers thou hast reproached the LORD, and hast said, With the 
multitude of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of 
Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: 
and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.
The flower of Lebanon likely referred to its rich vegetation that was dominated by the 
Cedar and Fir trees.  God is stating in Nahum 1:4, that He can bring down nations that 
are renowned for distinct features in their landscape.  Lebanon and Carmel were known 
as places where the shepherds could thrive because their animals could thrive.  Carmel, 
however, is best known for Mount Carmel, the place where Elijah challenged the 
prophets of Baal.  

Listen to this description of Carmel found in 2 Chronicles 26:9-10.
26:9 Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the corner gate, and at the valley 
gate, and at the turning of the wall, and fortified them.
26:10 Also he built towers in the desert, and digged many wells: for he had much cattle, 
both in the low country, and in the plains: husbandmen also, and vine dressers in the 
mountains, and in Carmel: for he loved husbandry.
God is stating that natural features that keep a city safe or structures built by men for 
the same reason are no match for His power and might.
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How could God have brought down Lebanon?  It may have been through the fires and 
earthquakes mentioned in verse 6.  The landscape of Lebanon may have changed at 
the hand of God by these very means.  Again, consider the Tsunami.  It changed the 
coastlines of places like Madras, India.  It was so powerful that it even changed some of 
the interior of Indonesia.

V. EVIL PEOPLE: INDEPENDENT ACTS, BUT NO INDEPENDENCE
Although this pronouncement is against Nineveh because of all the pernicious acts that 
they continually committed, God had used Nineveh at His bidding.  This is an abstruse 
concept, indeed.  This evil nation that did so many execrable deeds against so many 
people, was being used of God.  Yet, whereas God used them for His purposes, God 
did not cause them to commit any evil.  The Bible clearly says in James 1:13:
1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
However, as God did with Pharaoh, God will allow evil people to do what comes natural 
to them for them for His purposes.

A. Restraining Ministry of the Holy Spirit
Knowing that most people in this world reject the one, true God, the God of the Bible, 
why is it that we are not engulfed in evil with many nations behaving the way that 
Nineveh did?  Why is not this evil behavior the norm for most individuals?  Just as the 
Holy Spirit restrained Nineveh, He has a similar ministry throughout the Earth.  In fact, 
we are told in Scripture that the Holy Spirit is in the world restraining the evil tendencies 
of men.   2 Thessalonians states it plainly.
2:6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.
2:7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until 
he be taken out of the way.
The word translated as let or letteth or withholdeth is the same Greek word, katechō, 
which means to restrain.  This passage is informing us of the restraining ministry of the 
third person of our Triune God, the Holy Spirit.

B. Holy Spirit Inside of Believers
In man dwelleth no good thing (Ro 7:18).  This includes the carnal side of the Christian.  
That is why we Christians battle against sin.  However, just as the Holy Spirit is active in 
the world restraining evil, we are told in Galatians 5:17 that the Holy Spirit living inside 
each Christian restrains that Christian from acting in accordance with the natural man 
that is still in him.
5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

C. Life Without Restraints
But when God removes his restraints, then men do what men do.   The Lord tells us 
through the Apostle Paul in Romans 1:
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1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over 
to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;
1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
1:30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents,
1:31 Without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful:
1:32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy 
of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

D. No Prompting Required
You see, no prompting or urging from God is necessary for men to act according to their 
nature.  To the contrary, the Holy Spirit is performing a work, largely through His church, 
that is restraining evil and the Evil One.  It is not necessary to urge a lion to hunt.  It 
does so naturally.  It is not necessary to urge a bird to fly.  It will do so regardless.  
Similarly, it is not necessary to urge evil people to do evil.  It is in their nature and they 
will do evil unless restrained.

Going back to our last point, God used Assyria to judge Israel.  God used Assyria to 
judge other nations who, like Assyria, were heathen.  An example of heathen nations 
being used by God to judge other heathen nations is recorded by the prophet Amos.  
God declares judgment on Tyre for what they did to Edom.  Both nations were heathen.  
God used Tyre to judge Edom, but Tyre was still responsible for the atrocities that it 
committed.

God lifting restraints does not amount to sanctioning evil deeds.  The people who do 
such things are held responsible by God for what they do.

VI. OUR RESPONSE TO GOD
But there is something remarkable about what God says in this first chapter of Nahum 
with regards to the Ninevites being used in this way.  The Book of Nahum is about God 
declaring judgment on Nineveh.  But it also is instructional on how Godʼs people are to 
respond when their suffering is a judgment.  Verse 7 says,
1:7 The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that 
trust in him.
A l t h o u g h  I s r a e l  w a s  u n d e r  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  r e m a i n e d  t r u e  t h a t 
t h e  L o r d  i s  g o o d .   This may seem contrary to reason, yet it is absolutely true.

The Lord is good.  God removing restraints from evil people as judgment against His 
people does nothing to altar this truth.

Why should people expect Godʼs protection and Godʼs direction while they ignore Him, 
grieve the Holy Spirit, and are unrepentant as they brazenly serve false gods?
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God is not the servant of man.  Man is the servant of God.  If man breaks the covenant 
God has established with them, then God will judge them.  Israel had once again turned 
its back on its Creator.  In response, God removed His protection from them and His 
restraint from Assyria.  What followed reflected Godʼs goodness because what followed 
demonstrated that it was God who was protecting Judah all along.  What followed was 
inevitable once His protection was removed.  Given this fact, how should men respond 
to God when He is no longer covering them.  The answer is in verse 7.

A. God is Good
Begin with keeping in mind the truth: God is good.  This must be our premise for every 
situation.  Holding on to this premise will determine how we view God in light of our 
troubles.  It will determine how we view ourselves.  It will determine how we view our 
adversaries. It will determine how we view our trials.  It will determine how we view the 
possibility of our deliverance.  So know this well - God is good.

B. Our Reactions Reveal to Us Who We Serve
Knowing that God is good will enable us to trust Him in spite of our difficulties.  Our 
difficulties are not reasons to indict God.  Our response to them reveals who we are in 
Him.  Do we still recognize His goodness?  Do we trust Him in the midst of our 
sufferings?  If we only have a veneer of faith and everyone is fooled, but we blame God 
in our hearts, He knows.  God knows those who trust in Him (verse 7).

VII. HE THAT SITTETH IN THE HEAVENS SHALL LAUGH
To this point in the Book of Nahum, God re-established who He was and began to 
address His people in light of their situation.  But in verse 8, God delivers a pointed 
statement towards Nineveh, itself.
1:8 But with an overrunning flood he will make an utter end of the place thereof, and 
darkness shall pursue his enemies.
Nineveh will be destroyed.  That is the statement made here.  The manner in which it 
was to be done is also described.  Water will overrun the city and make it defenseless.  
The enemies of Nineveh will follow in hot pursuit.  Nahum 2:5-6 describes this further:
2:5 He shall recount his worthies: they shall stumble in their walk; they shall make haste 
to the wall thereof, and the defence shall be prepared.
2:6 The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and the palace shall be dissolved.

A. What May Have Happened to Nineveh
All of the extra-Biblical evidence agrees that Babylon and Medes overtook Nineveh.  It 
is also clear that water played some part in Ninevehʼs fate.  Nineveh had two rivers that 
ran through it: the Tigris and the Khausser.  In our time, we have seen how rivers - 
aided by extreme weather patterns such as hurricanes - can be devastating forces.  
With two major rivers going through and around it, it is easy to understand how the walls 
of Nineveh may have been breached or, perhaps, the city could have been flooded, 
making it vulnerable once the waters receded.  It is ironic that it was these same rivers 
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that, along with their walls, gave Nineveh a great sense of security.  But, as the prophet 
demonstrated with regards to Bashan, the winds and the waters are used of God to 
accomplish His purposes.

B. Nations Believe Theyʼre Invulnerable
Over the preceding centuries preceding the rise of Nineveh and in the centuries that 
followed, evil nations have always considered themselves invulnerable.  Nineveh was 
just the latest in a long line.  God pronounced judgment against another city, Bozrah, 
through the prophet Jeremiah.  They, too, thought themselves to be invincible.  Bozrah 
was built high up and had a natural fortress in the rock.  This is what God said to them 
in Jeremiah 49,
49:16 Thy terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, O thou that 
dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest 
make thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, saith the LORD.

Nineveh thought it was safe.  It was well fortified so that its enemies were kept at bay 
while they had a great position from which to attack.  Although they thought their walls 
were impregnable, God predicted their demise.  That prediction came true in 612 B.C. 
when the Medes and the Babylonians conquered them.

C. Evil Rulers Lead In Opposition to God
God continued addressing Nineveh in verse 9
1:9 What do ye imagine against the LORD? he will make an utter end: affliction shall not 
rise up the second time.
In other words, Nineveh had plotted against the Lord and echoed the sentiment of those 
in Psalm 73 which said,
And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High?
A similar situation between God and heathen nations is described Psalm 2 where it is 
recorded:
2:1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against 
the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
2:3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
Nineveh plotted against Godʼs people, His anointed.  Their view appeared to be that 
they considered themselves above any deity and totally independent from God.  They 
believed that they could continue to afflict Godʼs people in the most heinous and 
gruesome ways and there would be no God to answer to.

D. Ninevites Iniquity Was Full
Nineveh did not realize that they were let loose for a finite time. Just as God said in 
Genesis 15:16:
15:16 But in the fourth generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet full.
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 - there would come a time for Nineveh when their iniquity was full.  That time was 
imminent.  Ninevehʼs time for oppressing Judah was done.  They would now be 
displaced.

E. The Fall of Nineveh Described
The Ninevites derided the living God and this same God bluntly informed them that He 
would make an utter end to them and they would not afflict His people anymore.  
Furthermore, verse 10 described what was to happen to them when they were fighting 
for their lives.  The picture drawn is one of mayhem and confusion (folden together as 
thorns).  The picture also presents them as indulging in their perceived pleasures while 
they are being destroyed (drunken as drunkards).  In the end, their destruction would be 
swift and complete (devoured as stubble fully dry).

F. United Behind Sennacherib
The next two verses describe the manner of the people prior to their downfall.  They 
were led by an evil individual who is called a wicked counsellor.  This evil person is 
commonly thought to be Sennacherib, the ruler who moved the capital of Assyria to 
Nineveh.  Sennacheribʼs rule is described in detail in 2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles 32, 
and Isaiah 36-37.  The Ninevites and all of Assyria followed him in their vain attempt to 
assault God by assaulting His people.  They were unified behind this wicked counselor 
(Though they be quiet and likewise many).  Yet, they would be utterly cut down.  God 
comforted His people by saying they would no more be afflicted by the Assyrians 
(Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more.)  God would break the yoke of 
Israelʼs adversary.  God would free the Israelites.

As for Nineveh, their ruination would be complete.  They would be eradicated: the 
youngest to the oldest (no more of thy name be sown).  They were judged because they 
were wicked and vile (v 1:14).

VIII. HERALD OF PEACE
Whereas their leader was against God, there would be one that proclaimed peace to the 
weary Hebrews.  This person is described as bringing good tidings and as publishing 
peace.  The verse which states this, verse 15, is quoted in the Isaiah 52:7
52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 
that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation; that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth!
and Romans 10:15
10:15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are 
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!
The word picture is that of a herald bringing the good news of salvation.  The salvation  
would come after a trial of horrible persecution and the salvation was of the Lord.
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A. In Times of Persecution, Praise God Almighty
Looking at chapter 1 closely, letʼs insert another “selah” at the middle part of verse 15 
which reads, “...O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows...”
God is commanding Judah to continue their devotions to Him in spite of their dire 
circumstances.  At this time, the twelve tribes of Israel had been divided into the 
Southern (Judah) and Northern Kingdoms as a result of the division which occurred 
when Solomonʼs son Rehoboam ascended to the throne.  The Southern Kingdom 
consisted only of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  The Northern Kingdom was 
comprised of the other ten tribes.  At the time of Nahum, the Northern Kingdom had 
already fallen into the hands of the Assyrians (722 B.C.).

We reviewed earlier that God had removed His restraint from the Assyrians as a 
judgement against Israel.  When that occurred, Israel suffered great cruelty at the hands 
of this empire.  (See Nahum 3:19) Nineveh, the capital, was central to their distress.  
Yet, in the midst of this, God said to Israel - to Judah - “...keep thy solemn feasts, 
perform thy vows...”

An entire sermon can be preached on this phrase.  We discussed its meaning when we 
discussed verse 7.  Knowing that God is good implies an acceptance of your situation 
and a belief in His eventual deliverance.  Hebrews 11:6 tells us,
11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
With reference to the Babylonian captivity, through the prophet Jeremiah, God says,
29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of 
peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

In times of persecution, we must continue to seek God.  We must know that God is 
good and that God has our eternal welfare in mind.  In fact, persecution has the effect of 
drawing Christians closer to Jesus Christ because everything else that we know and 
have leaned on is stripped away.  We come to the end of ourselves and turn to Jesus.  

B. Unbelievers Are Known By Their Responses to Tribulation
This is not true for non-Christians.  For God says in 1 John 2:19,
2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 
would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made 
manifest that they were not all of us.
In fact, the parable of the Sower addresses this very truth.  In Matthew 13:21, it says:
13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.

We know from these verses that the person who is saved will undergo great 
persecution.  When a person or people are being persecuted, that is when the evidence 
of their salvation is on display.  If the person walks away from Jesus while undergoing 
trials and/or persecution, then that person provides conclusive evidence that he/she 
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was never saved.  Trials, tribulation, and persecution have a way of highlighting what or 
whom we depend on.  They also highlight where our trust and faith truly lie.  Do we 
declare that we can no longer pray and have to handle our situation alone?  Do we 
determine praying is futile because, if God were for us, we would not be in this 
situation?  Do we implicate God of evil?  These are the reactions of a person who may 
have thought he/she was saved, but never actually was.

C. Believers Know That Jesus Is On The Throne
A true believer in Jesus Christ continues to pray and praise when they are suffering 
persecution, when loved ones are being massacred, when misfortune after misfortune 
happens to them.  A believer continues to read the Bible and to witness because he 
knows that God is good and does not tempt man with evil.  The reason for the evil is the 
wicked imaginations of men, the activity of Satan in our world, and the lifting of 
restraints by God.  (As we detailed above, the lifting of restraints by God in no way 
implicates Him with having done evil.)  Also, no matter what happens, God is not 
stressed out thinking that His plans for Jesusʼ return are in jeopardy or that Satan is 
gaining too much strength for God to defeat Him.  We may not have answers as to why 
things are happening or when things will get better, but the Christian knows that the 
Bible is true and Jesus is still on the throne.

This is the perspective God was instructing His people to adopt.  He said to them,
1:15 ...O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more 
pass through thee; he is utterly cut off.
A paraphrase of this verse is, “O Judah, even during these times of your persecution, 
continue to honor the Lord your God.  Continue to seek after Him. Trust and know that 
He will deliver you!  Your enemies will be utterly destroyed.”

IX. LOOKING FOR THAT BLESSED HOPE
The capstone of the lesson today is that we must adopt a Christ-centered perspective of 
our world and everything that occurs in it.  We must not relegate our analysis to what we 
see with our eyes and what our personal experiences have been.  But, as it is said in 
Colossians 3,
3:1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God.
3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

Philippians 3:18-20 admonishes and exhorts us with:
3:18 (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:
3:19 Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their 
shame, who mind earthly things.)
3:20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ:
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We must have hope.  Hope for the Christian is not something that may happen, but 
something that will happen.  This is certainly one of the teachings in Titus 2:
2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Savior Jesus Christ;

If we do these things, we shall never fall (2 Peter 1:10).  Rather, we shall praise and 
worship God.  We shall keep in remembrance how He gave His only begotten Son to 
redeem a lost people who werenʼt even looking for Him.  Remembering Godʼs salvation 
shall, in part, be done by keeping the Solemn Feasts - or holy days - such as Christmas 
and Resurrection Sunday.  Actively honoring God with our actions, obedience and 
words will enable us to “perform [our] vows” by walking worthy of our calling 
(Ephesians 4:1).

We will live out what is said in Romans 8:
8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
8:15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received 
the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
8:16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we 
suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.
8:18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Thus, we will live a victorious life, free in Jesus Christ to do His will in this world, even if 
we are suffering at the hands of His enemies.

A. The Holy Spirit Filled Christian
It is the Holy Spirit filling the Christian that causes us to rise above terrorist attacks such 
as September 11th.  It is the Holy Spirit living in the Christian that causes us to respond 
compassionately to the victims of this terrorist attack and to the victims of natural 
disasters like hurricanes, earthquakes, tornados, and wildfires.  If we are affected 
directly by these things, the world sees our victory in Jesus in our responses.  When 
things such as these affect others, the world sees our victory in Jesus through our 
compassion.  In either case, our lives must preach a consistent message to the world of 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified (1 Cor 2:1-2).

X. CALL TO SALVATION
If you are here today and have not repented of your sins, then I implore you to do so - 
even now.  Like the Galileans who met what we might call untimely deaths at the hands 
of Pontius Pilate...Like those who believed they were taking a routine flight on the four 
planes hijacked on September 11, 2001, you cannot predict when you die or how you 
die.
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There are many stories of believers who died that day.  Those stories are stories of 
Jesusʼ victory over death.

Unfortunately, there are even more stories of those who died without having repented 
and without having placed their faith in Jesus Christ.  Those are tragedies of the highest 
magnitude.

Let me read you what is written on Collinsvilleʼs web site:

========================================================== 
In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus says, “Repent ye and believe the gospel.”  This is not a 
request but a command.  What did Jesus mean by “the gospel?”  What is the gospel?  
What is there to repent of?

The Bible tells us that sin is the transgression of the Law.  The Law is the Ten 
Commandments.  That is, the Commandments that God delivered through the Prophet 
Moses.  The commandments are summed up in Jesusʼ response to the question, 
“Master, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  “Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.  
This is the first and great commandment.  And the second [is] like unto it, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself.  On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.”

God defines loving Him as obeying His commandments.  Yet, we have a dilemma 
because the Bible also says, “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in 
one [point], he is guilty of all.”  That is because Godʼs standard is Himself.  He says, “Be 
ye holy; for I am holy”. It is also because the Law is not made up of severable 
statements.  Rather, it is a unit.

No man can work hard enough to get into Heaven, either.  For the Bible also says, “...all 
our righteousness are as filthy rags.”
The Gospel is that “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.”  God wanted to redeem a people for Himself and He knew we could never 
reach His standard.  He displayed His love for us by sending His only begotten Son 
from Heaven to pay the penalty for our sins.  Recognize that you are a sinner in need of 
Jesus Christ, the Savior.  Believe the Bible when it says, “Neither is there salvation in 
any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.”  “Repent ye and believe the gospel.”
==========================================================
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