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This letter is from Paul, the slave and apostle of God to all the Christians at Rome, Jew and 
Gentile. He has been called to serve (v.1) and they have been called to salvation (v.6-7). He 
writes to begin the ministry with them that he intends to do among them when his up-com-
ing trip takes him to Spain, through Jerusalem and Rome. He is on his way to Jerusalem to 
take the offering to the church there and to Spain to take the gospel where it has not yet been 
preached Romans 15:22-33). He has longed to come to Rome, but has been providentially 
hindered. 

Paul begins his letter in a very personal way. The personal pronoun and possessive (I, me, 
my) occur more than twenty times in these opening verses. He is evidently anxious from the 
start to establish a close relationship with his readers. His introduction is in three parts, 
which I will call ‘Paul and the gospel’ (1–6), ‘Paul and the Romans’ (7–13) and ‘Paul and 
evangelism’ (14–17). (Stott) 

He writes to address the division in the church that has fractured along the lines of the gos-
pel. Outwardly, the division appears to be between Jew and Gentile. However, Paul sees the 
division as being rooted in wrong thinking about the good news of salvation and the good 
news of the unity of God’s people. 

As Paul develops his thesis, he sees Christ as preeminent in the Gospel, the Gentiles as par-
takers of the Gospel and himself (Paul) as the preacher of the Gospel. In this we can see so 
clearly Paul’s own life and ministry statement. He exists by grace to proclaim to all the people 
groups, the centrality and supremacy of Christ in the gospel, so that the obedience of their faith mag-
nifies and glorifies Christ, extending the kingdom and exalting His Name. 

The book of Romans is probably the finest illustration of Lloyd-Jones comment that preach-
ing ought to be logic on fire. Let us then approach this with a measure of both: a fine attenu-
ation to the flow and a deep appreciation of the fire. 

The opening paragraph highlights the integrity of the gospel. While it may be misunder-
stood, misrepresented and even out rightly denied, the gospel is truth. The gospel has been 
subject, both then and now, to being altered, aborted and abandoned. This is why we must, 
along with Paul, articulate it and affirm it. So, authenticity of the gospel is at stake. 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and 
was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by 
his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have 
received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake 
of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Je‐
sus Christ, 



   

7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you 
and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Flows	from	the	Scripture	 (v.1a)	
The gospel flows from the Scripture. Yes, it is more clearly revealed on this side of the 
cross, but it does not come to us as a New Testament novelty. It flows out of the prom-
ises and prophecies in the Old Testament. The good news is an exposition and expla-
nation and application, not a discovery. There is a continuity with the Old as well as 
an unfolding in the New. 

Focuses	on	Christ	 (v.1b‐4)	
The subject of the gospel is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The gospel is about Jesus, 
who He is and what He has accomplished. Even here, the substance of the message 
concerning Christ is deeply connected to the Old Testament. The promises and proph-
ecies of the Old Testament culminate in a person. The gospel is about Jesus. 

Why is the gospel about Jesus? Because He is who God promised and He has accom-
plished what God planned. There is a wonderful couplet here: 

Was born a descendent of David in the sphere of the flesh 

Was declared the Son of God with power, in the sphere of the spirit by the resur-
rection from the dead 

Here is the essence of the gospel. 

Jesus	is	deity.	He	is	God’s	Son.	

He became a man. Not just any man. But a man born a descendant of David with 
all that entails. He is both a Jew and entitled to David’s throne. So he was really 
human and in this world. He also was a part of the old order, the old covenant and 
the old creation, the flesh (not sinful, just material) as we are. 

He died and rose again. He died when he did not deserve to for the sin of others. 
He was raised from the dead. His resurrection appoints Him the enthroned, 
crowned Son of God. His resurrection elevated Him to the throne of David in the 
heavenlies as is indicated in Psalm 2:7 and Acts 2:36; 10:42; 17:31. So He is the sum 
and substance of the new order, the new covenant and the new creation, the holy 
realm of the Spirit. 

He	is	Jesus,	the	Messiah,	our	Sovereign	Lord.	

The incarnation marks Jesus as the promised Messiah and Redeemer, so the resur-
rection marks out Jesus as the exalted King and Ruler. So the gospel is about this 
unique person, who is both divine and human, humbled and exalted, the man, 
Jesus, the Messiah, our Lord who owns and rules our lives. (Stott, p.51). “The sav-
ing promises to the nation [of Israel] have become a reality in through the true 
Israel, Jesus the Messiah.” (Romans, T. Schreiner, p.45). 



   

The gospel is also about this person who stands between the old creation, old era, 
the limited people of God and the new creation, new era of the Spirit and the uni-
versal people of God. His incarnation, his death and resurrection are also the good 
news that we can be delivered from the old and be brought into the new. 

The gospel is also about this One who has been exalted to throne of God by the resur-
rection and at the ascension as the Lord over all. In Him we are invited to believe, to 
Him we are summoned to bow and with Him we may live, beginning now and for-
ever. 

Foundational	for	God’s	People	 (v.5‐7)	
The source of their authoritative ministry lies in God’s enabling grace and appointed 
office. Jesus Christ has given them and they have received power and position to ac-
complish the mission of the resurrected Lord. God’s people are founded upon the 
apostolic message and mission, which we have for us today, not in person, but in 
Scripture. 

The primary purpose of this message and mission is to be the instrument through 
which God’s people believe in an obeying way. The gospel about Christ is intended 
to bring about obedience to Him by those who believe in Him. This theme will con-
stantly unfold throughout the book. What is required in a relationship with God is 
obedience. And it cannot be a fleshly, legal based obedience. It must be real belief, 
genuine faith that has obedience as a component. Again, we are confronted with the 
fact that faith is believing God in an obeying way. 

The marvelous scope of the gospel is a calling together into the community of the King 
of all the people groups. So for Jews it is not a salvation that makes Jews of Gentiles. 
And for Gentiles, it is a rightful membership in full standing in the community. 

The ultimate goal is to spread the fame and reputation of Christ. The gospel is good 
news about Jesus for the glory of Christ. So while the gospel is to mankind, it is about 
and for Christ. God’s ultimate aim in all things is to glorify Himself and to make Him-
self the supreme object of satisfaction, to enjoy Himself. As one great preacher has 
written, “We should be jealous (as Scripture sometimes puts it) for the honour of His 
name – troubled when it remains unknown, hurt when it is ignored, indignant when 
it is blasphemed, and all the time anxious and determined that it shall be given the 
hour and glory which are due to it. The highest of all missionary motives is neither 
obedience to the Great Commission (important as that is), nor love foe sinner s who 
are alienated and perishing (strong as that is), but rather zeal – burning and passionate 
zeal – for the glory of Christ.” (Stott, p.53). 

 

  



   

Reflect	and	Respond	

The good news is the gospel: 

 …of God,  

…about Christ,  

…according to Scripture,  

…for the nations,  

…unto obedience of faith  

…for the sake of the Name. 

 

 

  


