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1 Peter 5:5-7 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the 
mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care 
upon him; for he careth for you.

5a Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.

Younger (Neos) recently born, young, youthful new

Submit (Hupotasso) to subject one's self, obey; to yield to one's admonition or advice

Elder (Presbuteros) those who presided over the assemblies

Peter transitions from his charge to the elders in verses 2-3: Feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 
ensamples to the flock. 

The command to the younger (in both age and maturity) to submit themselves to the elder (in 
both age and maturity) is in line with Peter’s earlier commands of submission to the civil 
authorities, to employers, to husbands, and to wives.

1 Peter 2:13-14 13 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: 
whether it be to the king, as supreme ; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well.

1 Peter 2:18 Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the 
good and gentle, but also to the froward.

1 Peter 3:1 Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if 
any obey not the word, they also may without the word be won by the conversation of 
the wives; 

1 Peter 3:7 Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of 
the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered 

Peter continues his description of the authorities established by God and the roles of the 
authorities and the response of God’s children toward the authorities, which is submission to 
each within their realm of authority.
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God’s children are to be ruled by God, not by men. Men are ordained of God to lead God’s 
children within the constraints of God’s word, in doctrine and practice. Jesus is the leader of 
God’s children, the Chief Shepherd.

God’s children, though, often desire to establish man before God. Gideon rebuked the Israelites
in their desire to set him up as king.

Judges 8:22-23 22 Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, Rule thou over us, both 
thou, and thy son, and thy son's son also: for thou hast delivered us from the hand of 
Midian. 23 And Gideon said unto them, I will not rule over you, neither shall my 
son rule over you: the LORD shall rule over you.

Samuel rebuked the Israelites for rejecting God when Saul was set up as king over them.

1 Samuel 10:17-19 17 And Samuel called the people together unto the LORD to
Mizpeh; 18 And said unto the children of Israel, Thus saith the LORD God of 
Israel, I brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of 
the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, and of them that 
oppressed you: 19 And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself 
saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said 
unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before the 
LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands.

The only man worthy to be called the king of God’s children is Jesus Christ.

Isaiah 55:3-4 3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear , and your soul shall live ; 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of David.
4 Behold, I have given him for a witness to the people, a leader and 
commander to the people.

1 Timothy 6:13-16 13 I give thee charge in the sight of God, who quickeneth all things, 
and before Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate witnessed a good confession; 14 
That thou keep this commandment without spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ: 15 Which in his times he shall shew , who is the 
blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings , and Lord of lords ; 16 Who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach 
unto; whom no man hath seen , nor can see : to whom be honour and power
everlasting. Amen.
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Revelation 17:14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are 
called, and chosen, and faithful.

Revelation 19:11-16 11 And I saw heaven opened , and behold a white horse; and he 
that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth 
judge and make war . 12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many 
crowns; and he had a name written , that no man knew , but he himself. 13 And he was 
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God. 14
And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine 
linen, white and clean. 15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth 
the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And he hath 
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written , KING OF KINGS, AND 
LORD OF LORDS.

The King of King and Lord of Lords humbled himself to become a servant. He set an example 
of humble leadership, known commonly today as servant leadership.

John 13:1-20 1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end. 2 And supper being ended , the 
devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 3 
Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper, and laid aside his 
garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that he poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith he was girded . 6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and 
Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto 
him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast 
no part with me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should 
betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 12 So after he had washed their 
feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto 
them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and
ye say well; for so I am . 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 
your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. (Continued) 

3



Cookeville Primitve Baptist Church
9/1/2013
1 Peter 5:5a Lesson Notes

(Continued) 16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his 
lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 17 If ye know these 
things, happy are ye if ye do them. 18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have 
chosen : but that the scripture may be fulfilled , He that eateth bread with me hath lifted
up his heel against me. 19 Now I tell you before it come , that, when it is come to pass , 
ye may believe that I am he. 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth 
whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him 
that sent me.

Though Jesus had washed their feet, the apostles still sought recognition.

Mark 9:33-34 And he came to Capernaum: and being in the house he asked them, 
What was it that ye disputed among yourselves by the way? 34 But they held their peace:
for by the way they had disputed among themselves, who should be the 
greatest. 35 And he sat down , and called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any man
desire to be first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of all. 36 And he 
took a child, and set him in the midst of them: and when he had taken him in his arms , 
he said unto them, 37 Whosoever shall receive one of such children in my 
name, receiveth me: and whosoever shall receive me, receiveth not me, but 
him that sent me.

Luke 22:24-26 24 And there was also a strife among them, which of them 
should be accounted the greatest. 25 And he said unto them, The kings of the 
Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority upon them are 
called benefactors. 26 But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest among you, let 
him be as the younger; and he that is chief , as he that doth serve .

God’s children should expect the men that are called to lead them to follow the Lord’s 
command to be humble servant leaders. Leaders should expect the congregation to submit to 
their leadership only if they adhere to the model established by Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 16:10-16 10 Now if Timotheus come , see that he may be with you 
without fear: for he worketh the work of the Lord, as I also do. 11 Let no man therefore 
despise him: but conduct him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I look for 
him with the brethren. 12 As touching our brother Apollos, I greatly desired him to come
unto you with the brethren: but his will was not at all to come at this time; but he will 
come when he shall have convenient time . 13 Watch ye , stand fast in the faith, quit you 
like men , be strong . 14 Let all your things be done with charity. 15 I beseech you, 
brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,) 16 That ye submit 
yourselves unto such, and to every one that helpeth with us, and laboureth .
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The congregation is to remember, imitate, and observe those that are ensamples to the flock.

Hebrews 13:7-8 7 Remember them which have the rule over you, who have 
spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of 
their conversation. 8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

The congregation is to obey and submit to those that are their rulers and overseers, for the 
purpose of bringing joy.

Hebrews 13:16-17 16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased . 17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and 
submit yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that must give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable
for you.

All of God’s children, both those who are leaders and those who are followers are to be 
conformed to the image of his son (Romans 8:29) in humility and servanthood for the glory of 
God.

Philippians 2:1-15 1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of 
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing 
be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own 
things, but every man also on the things of others. 5 Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made himself of no reputation , and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow , of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always 
obeyed , not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will
and to do of his good pleasure. 14 Do all things without murmurings and 
disputings: 15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without 
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world;
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